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NOTES FROMRESIDENPAT

Some musings towardbe end of the year

We seem to be galloping towards the end of the year.

Christmas is peeking over the horizon and the new

year will not be far behind. Perhaps the lifting of

COVID restrictions has had something to do ' 8
with this sense that time is flying " .
Remember when we were all confined to ' .
our homes, unable to travel more than
five kilometres, with virtually no social
interactions? Time hung very heavily
then.

We have been through a lot together
over the past two or three years and
looking at theworld today it seems there

is still a lot to be gone through. We have
all had our feet on this earth for a good
many years, and we have all learned a few
things from our own experiences and from the
world around us. Tentatively perhaps, but we might
even amit to having gained a bit of wisdom.
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choose the things decide to look at.
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notice the beauty around me, the positive steps being taken to solve the myriad problems

the world is facing, the gestures of kindness thet happening every day. There are so many
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of gratitude.

The evil that is happening in Ukraine is not something | fail to see. Climate change may prove

to be anexistential crisis for us. The extraordinary wealth of a tiny minority, set against the
poverty and struggle of so many, concerns me deeply. It would be so easy to let these troubles
consume me. We see what we choose to look at, and if | keep lookihg aroblems that is

all 1 will see. But if | choose to look for them, all around me | see things that make me hopeful,
grateful and, sometimes, joyful.

Right now, | see my amazing rhododendron covered in luscious white flowers, a gift to me

that has askeahothing of me. | watched my daffodils raise their yellow heads as winter was

at its gloomiest, and as they grew tired and wilted, the brilliant blue of the iris flowers took

their place. | could weep as our native forests continue to be logged but | astrawk by

the efforts of those trying hard to safeguard what little forest we have left by stopping the
bulldozers. Bombs fall, but good, brave people rescue others from the rubble and take in the



homeless. Flood waters rise, but neighbours care for eflclr and people work tirelessly to

fill sand bags.

In our own community we saw the best of people when the storms hit a little over a year ago.

| am heartened often when | see a request for help in a local social media gsmmpeone

has had a flat tyr@and is stuck by the side of the road. Within twenty minutes there will be a
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members quietly get on with the work that is needed to keep things moving along smoothly,
providing the physical, intellectual and social stimulation we all need to thrive. All of this
happens because there really is such a lot of goodness inthewddadn R2y Qi ¢ y i
any of it.

When | was a kid my mother would take me into town and we would have lunch at the old
Downyflake Donuts restaurant in Swanston Street. There was a large mosaic on the wall with
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Almost Time for 2023 Enrolments!

That time of the year is approaching: the annual rollover of our membership for the new year.
‘ As usual, you will need to renew your
CLASS, ' . U3A Emerald membership, and enrol

BECAUSE OF OUR - - . .
COUNTYS ENORNOLS P G in classes for 2023. Preparations are

G’?"‘?jﬁ'”’?? PP ey already in progress, as we decide

TODAY.. 4 : N which classes will continue into the
new year, and what new classes we
will be offering. | have more news on
that below, but first, some important
dates for your U3A calendar.
Our Membership Database, -MAS,
will be taken off line for three days
from the 3™ to the 5" December,
‘ - : : 2022, as the digital mechanics of the
%%&um A~ 7 - i rollover are enacted behind the

' scenes. Enrolments for 2023 will

commence afl0:00 am orTuesday, 8 December2022 both online and live at the Hills Hub,
where we will be running an assistetirolment morning from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm. As
always, we expect this to be a busy morning, so our events manager, Helen Waring, is
organising a morning tea so that our members can relax and socialise as they wait their turn
to enrol. And, there will & musical interludes as well!
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The following courses wilho longer be running in 2023
Langiage And Literature Tutor: Kay Craig
Flowers for the Home Tutor: Elaine Hahn
Poetry to Delight Tutor: Mac Craig
Classical Music Concerts Tutor: Anne Bartley
From the Cave to the Internet Tutor: Pat Buoncristiani
Towards a Sustainable Wadr Tutors: Martin Buoncristiani and Bruce Richardson

caglecartoons.com

The following courses wilindergo a change of topic

| St Sy 2TheNiwitel [féi of a Masteque  Replaced withArt History: Oddball Artists
' vy S wAh O RHe R&Rific2GAmaiN YCook ahd Replaced withArt and the Battle
of Waterloo

We will definitely have thesébrand-new courses
Expand Your Cooking Repertoire Tutor: Heather Bishop




Autumnal Reflections in the Emerald Cemetery Tutor: Dorothy Scott AM

Pickleball Tutor: MalBowmaker

You May be a Poet Tutor: Pat Buoncristiani
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learning from others; eat, drink and be merry! The class size will necessarily be small, so be

sure to get in quick.
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will be a short course (6 sessions), running from March until May, 2023.
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playing the game at the Hills Hub. We are nowhmfinal stages of negotiating a new venue

for 2023, so that classes can proceed.
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your hand at some different poetic forms. Come along and play with the wandstlze

rhythms of our language. It's about exploration and fun. Most of all, it's about the music we

can find in words and how we put them together. The course will run for 2 hours on a monthly

basis.

There areother possible new classeshich are still keing negotiated:

Bridge/Card GamesSome of our members have expressed a wish to see the Bridge group
resurrected in 2023, perhaps including other card games. We are following up on this, and

the class should run, pending venue and Tutor availabilitd W f  SG €2dz {y29
progress.

Model Train Group Expressions of interest have been received for this new class, which (like
Bridge) should run pending venue and Tutor availability.

Lawn Bowls Some preliminary discussions have been undertakéntive Cockatoo Bowling

Club to possibly establish a U3A lawn bowls group. We are in the very early stages of seeing
whether this could be a viable option for us. More as it happens!

CKSNBQa |y FgFdAg €24 3F2Ay 3T 2y ihthe ldol ith Y2 YSy (
progress. Meanwhile, we are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the
2023 enrolment morning tea, at 10:00 am on Decemb&r 6

Bruce Richardson
Membership, UMAS and Timetable CGordinator
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In my Italian advanced class, we master gngguage through fascinating cultural reading.

We look at how the language was introduced from Latin into Italian by studying the great
masters: Dante, Petrarca and Boccaccio.

We look at variouddlian cities and find outheir local cultural Festa for exampleCarnevale
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Chioggia is a fishingllage. | remember as a little boy walking witly brothers and parents

to the piazza to eat fried fish inside bragozzi (huge fishoajs), memories | will nevéorget.

Guesswvhy | become emotional. Anyway, in class we speak Italian. | think we learn new words

at least once a week. We converse in Italian.
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Viva la dolce vita

Ciao
Aldo Belemo



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chioggia
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Book Group have read the following two books: —g’ s
¢ KS . A NRYMels€adshreyh T S 2
Infinite SplendoursSofie Laguna |

MELISSA ASHLEY

We are currently reading The Happiest Refugieeh Do

This month we had a visiting author speak to the group. Judith Simpson is a local resident and
has written The Princess of Pushkar Book 1 and 2. She spoke aboutthgy processes and

the enormous amount of research that goes into each book. It was also fascinating to hear
the publishing process from first draft to final publication and the request publishers make of
authors. Judith was incredibly interesting anddhaany stories to tell giving us insights into
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Her books are aimed at young adults and would be wonderful reading if you have
grandchildren in this age group. Books are set in India, with strong characters and lots of
action.

Our group @joyed the session very much.

In 2023 | would like to introduce a second book group as we have grown over the year, so if
anyone is interested the extra group will be held on Tuesday mornings, the second Tuesday
of the month.

Books and viewing we haemjoyed since the last newsletter.

Books

Book of ColoursRobyn Cadwallader TV
Born-again BlakfellaJack Charles (biography) SBS On Demand

g grapny
Mothers and SonsColm Toibin T S”SpeFt
Apples Never FallLiane Moriarty T FourLives
Tin Man Sarah Winman T Strong Female
Two Nights in LisbonChris Pavone Lead
Man Search for MeaningViktor Frankl T Nebraska )
Listen to the RetreatSarah Pearse T The Australian
Poems of Rumi Wars
The Last Train to Istanbufyse Kulin T The Fall
Lessons in Chemistryonnie Garmus ' Riviera
Exile Jane Harper Y Coco Avant Chane
The Bullet that MisseelRichard Osman _
Shantaram Gregory David Roberts lview
Parallel LivesPhyllis Rose T Time
The CormorarStrike SeriesRobert Galbraith ' Marriage
The Princess of Pushkar 1 and dudith Simpson 1 Bloodline

Happy reading, viewing and listening everyone!

Tanya Cooke



BOTANICAL ART

The botanical artists have worked hard during a very difficult year and produced beautiful
worksof art in watercolour, pastel and coloured pencils. | am very grateful for their support

over the last couple of years and look forward to another year of drawing and painting with
the class.

Kay Craig

The art of Mandi Keck




Kay Craig

Anne Donaldson Judy Booker



