
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Meet Your U3A Emerald Committee 2022 



 

 
Pat Buoncristiani - President 

 I spent much of my life raising two wonderful kids and 
working as an educator in England, Australia and America. 
Post retirement I divide my time between U3A, painting, 
reading, writing and looking at clouds. When I can, I travel. 

 

 
Dale Allen - Vice President  

General duties include the taking of the minutes for all U3A 
committee and general meetings, standing in for the 
President in her absence along with other tasks as may arise. 
Dale comes from a background in printing paper 
manufacturing and latterly Hot Air Ballooning as a pilot and 
ultimately as an organisation administrator. Hobbies include 
movies, 3D photography, classic cars and cameras and 
soaking up useless information. 

 

 

 

 
Bruce Richardson - Membership Database Manager  

Bruce is a retired University Academic, who specialised in 
marine pollution studies.  Born in New Zealand, he has lived 
and worked in Australia (where he’s now a citizen) and Hong 
Kong, retiring to Menzies Creek in 2015.  He currently acts as 
the Membership and Timetable co-ordinator for Emerald 
U3A and tutors the course “Spotlight on the Environment”. 

 

 
Anne Richardson - Secretary 

Anne is a retired Special School Principal and Behaviour 
Consultant.  Born a kiwi, and now an Australian citizen, she 
has worked across the school spectrum from kindergarten to 
primary and secondary levels in Australia and Hong Kong.  
Retired to Menzies Creek and loves the U3A Community.  
She currently is the U3A Secretary and tutors a short course 
on “The Pacific, Captain Cook and Art”. 



 
Maurice Lean – Treasurer 

Maurice joined Emerald U3A in 2015 as a student of 
Philosophy and Italian, taking over from Alan Zubec as 
Treasurer in late 2020.  As Alan had established sound 
procedures and good accounting practice, it has been a 
simple matter for Maurice to continue in Alan’s footsteps, 
ensuring that the funds are managed well and used for the 
benefit of members. 

 

 

Mal Bowmaker - Program Manager 
My first encounter with U3A was the Working with Wood 
class which was in the green shed in Nobelius Park. I soon 
followed this with Current Affairs and now I attend 7 classes! 
Combined with several years on the Committee and a few 
years as President, you can say I’m pretty much hooked. 

 

 
Helen Waring – Events Coordinator 

I have been involved with U3A Emerald for almost eight 
years now and with U3As in general for sixteen years.  At 
present I am the Events Coordinator and am also involved in 
tutoring in Art History 

 

 
Ray Schmidt - Assets and Maintenance 
I have been on the committee for about 15 years now as I 
enjoy being involved in community affairs.  I also run the 
Yoga program, am on the EVA Committee, started Mt 
Burnett Observatory, and with Linda Andrews, run the Table 
Tennis group.  I feel that exercising the mind and body as well 
as providing opportunities for socialisation are what U3A 
does exceptionally well. 



 
Heather Bishop – Marketing Manager 

Heather has had a long successful career in commercial 
lending with two of the big-4 banks, but don’t hold it against 
her! In her life as a grateful retiree, she is our Marketing 
manager, who brings new ideas and challenges old ones.  
She’s a champion of the U3A for the benefits it gives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jon Snyder – Website, Email and Data Security 

I have come from a background that includes teaching. After 
a couple of years of participating in our U3A classes, I was 
elected to the Committee of Management. The main areas 
that I’m involved with on the committee include maintaining 
our website, email services and helping in other ways such 
as accessing audio visual equipment. At present I also 
coordinate the Philosophy classes, and tutor in a class 
focussed on the history of popular music in the 20th century. 
Along with this I enjoy participating in other classes on offer. 
 


