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Pandemic Musings From our President 
 
 
A year of pandemic leaves its mark. Some of us have 
been worn down a bit by the constant, low level 
anxiety. Others have loved the way everything slowed 
down. We had time to notice the small things we had 
missed when we were out and about, busy and 
distracted. We spent more time in the garden, noticing 
the way tiny shoots unfurl and change to a darker 
green as they emerge shyly from the earth. We 
watched the subtle changes in leaf colours as we 
started to feel the bite of cooler weather. I have been 
amazed by the way my columbines keep producing 
more of their delicate, intricate flowers every time I 
cut off the spent ones.  
But I am missing my family in the USA. This has been a 
bitter blow. My only grand daughter is eight, and 
Facetime is no substitute for the feel of her arms 
around my neck. She’s growing up without me and I 
have no idea when we will be able to travel overseas 
again. My son used to cuddle like a monkey – with his 
entire body. There must be a genetic component to cuddling, because little Lyric does too. I 
miss them both. 
As masks are starting to come off, I realise how much I have missed seeing people’s faces. The 
eyes may well be the windows to the soul, but it’s the face that lights up when friends meet, 
or when good news is shared. And it’s the lines of grief on the face that tell when comfort is 
needed. Perhaps as much as anything in this pandemic, I miss the opportunity to give and 
receive hugs. Touch is like food to me. I don’t go far without a refuel.  
It has been a year like no other in our lives. We have all been changed by it, been a bit bruised 
and battered. But also, perhaps some of our harder edges have been softened and we have 
found ways to care for one another. Our ability to endure a 112 day lockdown spoke loudly 
of our readiness to limit ourselves for the good of everyone. We are rarely given an 
opportunity to do that. We stayed at home, felt lonely and got bored because we knew it was 
the best thing to do for everyone. We proved that a community can still self sacrifice for the 
greater good. Maybe that’s one of the best things to come out of this pandemic.  
 
Pat Buoncristiani 
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Your Voice Counts!! 

Dear U3A Emerald Member 

Your Committee representatives have decided to conduct a U3A Emerald online 
Membership Feedback Survey beginning on the 14th April and ending later in the month. 

Shortly, we will be emailing members with a link that you can click on to take you to the 
online survey. (By the way, this link will not be able to identify you.) You will be able to 
complete the survey via your mobile phone, tablet, laptop or desktop computer. 
 
We encourage you and as many members as possible to complete this special survey—your 
feedback will be very valuable in helping us to understand: 
 
- what we are doing well; and 
- how we can do even better to improve. 
 
So don’t delay when you receive the email - the survey will be quick and easy to complete! 
We anticipate that a report of results will be published on our U3A Emerald website in May 
– June. 
 
Your participation will be anonymous - no data identifying you will be in the results and all 
questions are optional, although we encourage you to complete all questions. 

Note that we will also be holding a morning at the Hills Hub on 21st April for any members 
that may require some assistance on their own devices (or in using the laptops at the Hub) 
to confidentially complete the survey. 
Thank you, 

Jon Snyder  
U3A Committee Member 
U3A Emerald Inc. Committee 
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TWO NEW COURSES COMMENCING SOON AT A HUB NEAR YOU! 

 

Look out for these!!  We have two new courses which will be accepting enrolments in the near future!
We express our sincere thanks to the tutors involved for offering these courses to our membership.
Here are the details: 

 

Japanese for Beginners 

This course will be offered by Sonia Morison, a local language teacher, fortnightly (Weeks 1 and 3) on
Fridays in the upstairs Hills Hub Meeting Room between 1:00pm and 3:00pm, commencing 7th May.
The course will be offered throughout the remainder of the year (with breaks for the School Holidays
as Sonia is a teacher).  Enrolments are strictly limited to 8.  Sonia has provided the following
information on this course: 

“Konnichiwa and welcome to Japanese for absolute beginners.  Start your Japanese language learning
journey in this fun, relaxed and supportive class.  Covering basic expressions, an introduction to writing
and cultural appreciation, you'll find so much to be fascinated by!  Optional dining out and other
excursions will be arranged throughout the year.” 

 

Seven Centuries of Music 

This short (8 week) course will be offered during Term 3 by Edward (Eddie) Vaughan, PhD, M.A.  Eddie
lectured on Psychology and Social Science at Monash University for many years and held visiting
fellowships at Oxford, Trinity College Dublin, and a number of other overseas universities.  He has not
studied music formally, but has long been interested in the types of music featured in this course.
Classes will be held weekly on Wednesdays commencing 14th July in MP2 of the Hills Hub from 1:00pm
to 3:00pm.  Enrolments are strictly limited to 12.  Here is Eddie’s course description: 

“This course explores the development of Western music from the Late Middle Ages to the start of the
Twentieth Century. It samples music from the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, and Romantic
periods and discusses how the social histories of those times influenced the music.” 

 

How to Enrol in These Courses 

Our Course Co-ordinator, Mal Bowmaker, has canvassed our membership for interest in these courses,
which is high.  As a result, enrolments will open for these courses via U-MAS at 10:00am on Tuesday
6th April on a “first-come, first-served” basis.  You will need to log on in the usual way at our website
(https://u3aemerald.org.au/), and then enrol as normal.  If you have any queries concerning these
courses, please do not hesitate to contact me, or Mal. 

 

Bruce Richardson 
U-MAS and Membership Co-ordinator     
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U3A Emerald Inc. 

P.O. Box 396, EMERALD VIC  3782 

Ph: 0490 805 743 Email: 
emeraldu3a@gmail.com  

Inc. No. A00 27600K   A.B.N. 81 648 985 964 
  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2021  
  

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of U3A Emerald Inc. 
will be held at 1.00pm on Tuesday 27th April at The Hub. and via Zoom. 

 
  

AGENDA  
1. Welcome.  
2. Apologies.  
3. Confirmation of quorum.  
4. Confirmation of the minutes of the AGM held on 27th October 2020.  
5. Any business arising.  
6. President's report.  
7. Treasurer’s report  
8. Network Report. 
9. Program Co-ordinator’s report.  
10. To receive and consider the audited financial statements for the period 1st January to 

31st December 2020  
11. To re-appoint auditors for the accounts for 1 January to 31 December 2021.  
12. To elect President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 8 General Committee 

Members.  
13. To transact such other business as may be lawfully brought before the meeting.  

  
 

By order of the committee.  
  

 Anne Richardson, Secretary   
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U3A Emerald Inc. 

P.O. Box 396, EMERALD VIC  3782 
Ph: 0490 805 743 Email: 
emeraldu3a@gmail.com  

Inc. No. A00 27600K   A.B.N. 81 648 985 964 
 
Dear Member,  
 
At the Annual General Meeting elections will be held for all committee of management 
positions. 
 
Please find enclosed a proxy voting form, which can be used by a member to vote at the 
AGM, if the member is unable to attend the meeting, and wishes for his or her vote to be 
registered on the day. Note that proxy voting is optional. Note that any member may hold a 
maximum of 2 proxies. 
 
Please return the completed proxy form to our postal address prior to the AGM, or via email 
to the Secretary. 
 
Also enclosed is a committee nomination form on which you can propose members for 
election to the committee. Nominees for election to the committee must be financial 
members of U3A Emerald Inc. All nominations must be signed by the member nominated, 
and a seconder is also required.   
 
All email nomination forms should be returned to emeraldu3a@gmail.com 
 
All postal nomination forms should be returned to: 
The Secretary, U3A Emerald Inc., P O Box 396, Emerald, Victoria 3782 to arrive no later than 
the 20th April. 
 
Thank you for your participation. 
 
Anne Richardson 
SECRETARY  
U3A EMERALD 
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U3A Emerald Inc. 
P.O. Box 396, EMERALD VIC  3782 

Ph: 0490 805 743 Email: 
emeraldu3a@gmail.com  

Inc. No. A00 27600K   A.B.N. 81 648 985 964 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2021 
 

Proxy Form 
 

I, ......................................................................................................(print full name) 
 
of.......................................................................................................(address) 
 
being a current member of U3A Emerald Inc., hereby appoint 
 
either    *The President of U3A Emerald Inc. 
 
or          *........................................................................(print name of member, who must  
 
be a current financial member) 
        
*(strike out whichever does not apply) 
 
To attend, speak and vote on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of U3A Emerald Inc. 
to be at The Hub and via Zoom on 27th April 2021. 
 
Signed:  

 
 
 

Dated: 
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NOMINATION FORM 
 
Position................................................ 
 
Nominee............................................... 
 
Proposer............................................... 
 
Seconder............................................... 
 
Nominee's Signature........................... 
 
NOMINATION FORM 
 
Position................................................ 
 
Nominee............................................... 
 
Proposer............................................... 
 
Seconder............................................... 
 
Nominee's Signature...........................  
 
NOMINATION FORM 
 
Position................................................ 
 
Nominee............................................... 
 
Proposer............................................... 
 
Seconder............................................... 
 
Nominee's Signature........................... 
 
NOMINATION FORM 
 
Position................................................ 
 
Nominee............................................... 
 
Proposer............................................... 
 
Seconder............................................... 
 
Nominee's Signature........................... 
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U3A Emerald Inc. 

P.O. Box 396, EMERALD VIC  3782 
Ph: 0490 805 743 Email: 
emeraldu3a@gmail.com  

Inc. No. A00 27600K   A.B.N. 81 648 985 964 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 2020 

MINUTES  
  

1.05pm on Wednesday 28th October via Zoom. 
 
  

1. Welcome: Pat Buoncristiani , as President, welcomed all attendees and thanked them 
for taking the time to attend the U3A Emerald AGM. 

 
2. Present: 

 
3. Apologies: Barbara Mitchell. 

 
4. Confirmation of quorum. There being over 40 members present a quorum was 

declared 
 

5. Confirmation of the minutes of the AGM held on 30th April 2019.  
Moved Bill Pell, seconded Bruce Richardson that the minutes be accepted. Motion 
carried. 

 
6. Any business arising. - No business arising. 

 
7. President's report.   

What a year this has been! 
 
We commenced the new year with classes in an assortment of venues around the 
community. We thank the organisers of these facilities for their cooperation, and 
often their generosity, in making us feel as welcome and as comfortable as we did.  
We developed some very rewarding relationships and there was some sadness in the 
cutting of these more formal ties.  
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After watching the construction of the Hills Hub for so long, there was much 
excitement and anticipation as we gradually began our move into our new home. A 
series of meetings and tours of the facility were held prior to move in. There was a 
great deal to be learned about the technology, the plans for space allocation and the 
security system that operated. Our Cardinia PlaceMaker, Ellen Prior, has been a key to 
our successful introduction to the Hub, and has continued throughout the rest of the 
year to be a strong advocate for our U3A and an energetic supporter of our goals 
through very difficult times.  
 
Once again, we used UMAS to enrol and re-enrol members for the 2019/2020 period. 
The vast majority of our members enrolled online and we held some face to face 
enrolment sessions for those who were unable to enrol electronically.  
 
Our annual U3A Expo was perhaps one of the most successful, with a packed Gemco 
theatre. We were delighted by the performances by the French and Italian classes. 
Our musical sensibilities were tickled by the Over The Hills Singers and our Musicians 
Sharing group as they strutted their stuff. The energy and coordination of the line 
dancers was brilliant. The static displays gave people an opportunity to show off their 
craft and artistic skills in a wide variety of media. Another satisfying aspect of the day 
was the way members stayed around to chat, share a cuppa and a nibble and then 
help clean up at the end of the day. Thank you all. 
 
We have concluded the year with 385 members and a total of 47 listed classes. Sadly, 
the current COVID restrictions have led to 25 classes being suspended until we are 
again able to meet face to face. 22 classes continue using the video conferencing 
platform Zoom. We thank those tutors and members who were able and prepared to 
embrace this new technology. It is worth noting that our membership has actually 
grown by 12 since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic and consequent 
difficulties.  
 
Our move into the Hub was short lived. We spent only a couple weeks enjoying the 
facility before we were forced to suspend the delivery of all face to face classes on 
Monday 16th March. We very slowly and carefully resumed some face to classes on 
the 1st June, respecting the limitations created by social distancing and room 
occupancy limitations. We had just overcome some of the glitches in the running of 
hybrid face to face plus Zoom classes, when the Hub was again closed down on the 
9th July. Since then we have been restricted to the use of Zoom, email and phone 
contact for the continuation of almost half of our classes. 
 
We have been fortunate enough to obtain some grants during the year, including 
$1000 for the Musicians Sharing Group to purchase some needed equipment and a 
grant from the Cardinia Shire that enabled us to purchase a video camera, tripod, 
battery and SD card. We look forward to the day when we can use these 
I was invited to attend a virtual morning tea with the Governor of Victoria on October 
1st, the International Day for Older Persons. Our U3A was one of only three 
specifically represented and asked to speak for three minutes about how we were 
coping with the COVID crisis. This was a powerful recognition of the sterling job that 



 11

our committee has done to ensure that we maintain a thriving U3A in spite of all the 
challenges. 
 
I would particularly like to thank the committee members who are responsible for 
keeping our U3A alive and thriving. They make my job very easy. Our secretary Anne 
Richardson has a myriad task revolving around such things as correspondence, 
agendas, statutory requirements and arranging the AGM. Alan Zubek keeps our 
finances on track as our Treasurer and arranges for our records to be audited each 
year. Alan will be stepping down from this role. Dale Allen is the Vice president and 
steps in for me from time to time as well as being our minutes secretary. We have all 
been both entertained and educated by the extra newsletters that have been 
produced by Mac Craig and his helpers. During the earlier part of the year Helen 
Waring, our events manager, was kept busy arranging extra happenings and Frank Cox 
has given us all some strategic direction to the promotion and marketing of our U3A. 
Ray Schmidt has been our assets and maintenance manager. Bruce Richardson has 
had a complex role in managing UMAS through its updates and idiosyncrasies as well 
as assisting with course management. Mal Bowmaker was enthusiastically welcomed 
back to our committee and has taken on the role of course co-ordinator as well 
continuing as our U3A Network representative. Jon Snyder has had a busy time 
reviewing our data privacy and managing our web site. Cheryl Padgett resigned from 
our committee after having largely completed the task of updating and posting our 
policies and procedures, and Frank Cox has indicated his intention to resign from the 
committee. We have already welcomed Anne Bartley and Maurice Lean as new co-
opted members.   
Dale Allen and I have been your representatives on the Hills Hub Operating Group 
which has continued to meet regularly and plan for the future.  
 
As you can see, your committee is a busy place. It will be an interesting experience to 
hold our Annual General Meeting on Zoom. 
 
Patricia Buoncristiani 
President 

 
 

8. Treasurer’s report  
 
1) To receive and consider the Financial Statements for the year 1 January 2019 to 31 

December 2019.  
2)  

BANK BALANCE 
The bank balance at 31 December 2019 was $41,437, an increase of $3,723 for the year.  
This includes $30,000 invested in short-term deposits. 
The increase is primarily due to: 
The 2019/20 grant of $3,000 from Cardinia Shire was received early therefore 2 amounts 
were received in the calendar year. 
The active paying membership increased by 23 to 310 resulting in extra subscriptions. 
SIGNIFICANT ITEMS IN 2019 



 12

Income: 
- Member subscriptions $13,665 
- Cardinia Shire Grants $6,000 ($3000 x 2) 
Expense: 
- Rent of Halls $11,717 
- Equipment Purchases $863 
- Communications $767  
- Lanyards for members $801 
 
MOTION: 
That the financial statements for the year 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 be 
accepted. 
Moved Alan Zubek, seconded Bruce Richardson. Motion carried. 
 
2) Member Fees 
There was a healthy bank balance at 31 August 2020 ($43,051) as there has been little 
activity this year due to the Covid-19 virus and accordingly, very little cost.  To date, no 
operating costs have been charged by the Hills Hub. At this stage we have no idea what 
charges they are likely to pass on for 2020 and beyond.  We are therefore rolling over the 
membership subscriptions received in 2020 into 2021. This will apply to anyone who has 
paid the 2020 fee prior to 31 December 2020. 
 
 
 
MOTION: 
 
That the Member Subscription rate for 2021 will be: 

- No further charge for members who pay 2020 fees prior to 31 December 2020.  
- $40 for new members who join during 2021. 
- No charge for Life and Honorary Members. 
 
Moved Alan Zubek, seconded Bruce Richardson. Motion carried. 
 
3) Appointment of an independent reviewer for the year ending 31 December 2020. 
Due to changing circumstances, a decision was made by the committee to appoint ‘Thats 
Right Bookkeeping’ in Berwick to perform an independent review of the 2020 accounts. 
 
MOTION: 
That an independent review for the year ending 31 December 2020 be performed by ‘Thats 
Right Bookkeeping’. 
 
Moved Alan Zubek, seconded Maurice Lean.   
 
 
Alan Zubek 
Treasurer 
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9. Network Report. - U3A Emerald Network Delegate’s Report – 2019 
 
For the calendar year 2019, I attended the following meetings: 
• U3A Victoria Network AGM 
• U3A Victoria Network Council Meetings (4) 
• U3A Eastern Metropolitan Regional Meeting 
 
The meetings provide the opportunity to: 
• Liaise with representatives of other Victorian U3As 
• Be briefed on the activities of the Network Committee 
• Present any issues raised by U3A Emerald Committee of Management 
 
Major items discussed during the 2019 meetings were: 
• Development work on the structure of UMAS database system 
• Change in financial reporting from calendar to financial year 
• The planned move in accommodation from 341 to 50 Queen Street 
• Major development work by the Education and Technology Groups – much of this 

work is being completed during 2020 with improvements being made available to 
member U3As. 

 
Mal Bowmaker 
Network Delegate 
 
 

10. Program Co-ordinator’s report.  - AGM Membership and Courses Report, 2019-2020 
 
Our membership for the 2019 reached a record number – 341 – made up as follows: 
 
Member Type  Number of Members 
Full Member  271 
Associate Member  20 
Member Tutor  32 
Honorary Life Members 2 
Honorary Tutors  6 
Semester 2 Members 10 
 
During the 2019 year, due to our low membership fees, the Committee decided to end 
the categories of “Associate” and “Semester 2” memberships, thus providing only a “Full 
Membership” option for all paying members in 2020. 
 
Our 2019 courses continued to be conducted at a wide range of venues within and 
beyond Emerald, but during the latter part of the year, consideration was being made for 
a staggered move to the new Hills Hub in 2020 as facilities became available.  All courses 
were reviewed in October 2019, and by November, a new programme and timetable for 
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the 2020 year was finalised.  Some courses were retired following the 2019 year, and 
several new courses were planned for operation in 2020, as follows: 
 
• Touring the Medieval Cities of Europe (replacing Art History: Civilisations). 
• Heritage, Arts and Tourism (replacing World Heritage and World Tourism). 
• Science and Civilisation (replacing Pollution, Toxicology and the Environment for the 

first half of the year). 
• Towards a Sustainable World (replacing Pollution, Toxicology and the Environment 

for the second half of the year). 
• Italian Intermediate 2 (an additional course, due to demand). 
• The Beauty of our Language (replacing Poetry to Delight). 
• Bridge (a new course offering). 
• Line Dancing for Beginners (2) (an additional course, due to demand). 

 
Reading for Pleasure was retired due to a lack of enrolments.  Creative Writing continued, 
but with a new Tutor (Peter Saunders).  All other classes continued unchanged into 2020. 
 
The rollover to our 2020 classes occurred in early December, 2019, at which time on-line 
re-enrolments and new enrolments commenced.  At the annual Expo, on Saturday 14th 
December 2019, we ran for the first time a “live” membership desk for assisted 
enrolments and re-enrolments.  This proved to be extraordinarily popular, and will be 
repeated in the years to come (if conditions permit). 
 
The 2020 year started at our multiple venues, but within the first month we began to shift 
classes into the fabulous new facilities at The Hub.  The outstanding assistance of the 
Hub’s Placemaker, Ellen Prior, was much appreciated during this move.  Her contributions 
to our smooth relocation were outstanding, to say the least, and we are indeed very 
thankful for her management skills at our new home.  However, after only a matter of a 
fortnight, we were effectively “locked out” as the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic 
struck. 
 
Undaunted, we discovered the wonders of remote learning via Zoom.  A small number of 
courses trialled this approach in April 2020, and having found it satisfactory for our needs, 
we began constructing a new “Zoom Timetable” allowing some 20 of our classes to 
continue.  As the COVID situation eased, we made tentative moves to return to the Hub 
(the “inter-lockdown lull”), with limited numbers due to social distancing requirements.  
Many of our classes began operating in a “hybrid” mode, with small numbers “live” at the 
Hub, and the remainder joining via Zoom.  The success of this model will more than likely 
continue into 2021, to allow greater flexibility for our members. 
 
Despite COVID-19, and the two lockdowns involved to date, our membership for 2020 has 
set another new record – 385 Active Members!  Some 12 of these joined during the 
lockdown, to participate in our Zoom classes. 
 
The Committee has taken the decision to roll over all current active memberships to the 
2021 year, meaning that current active members will pay no further membership fees 
next year. 
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Finally, I can report that our online membership system, U-MAS, has a new (and much 
more user-friendly) interface, which I encourage you to try on our website.  Employing 
drop down menus, similar to many online shopping sites, this interface will allow you to 
easily choose courses and pay membership fees (whenever these become due again!). 
Most importantly, it can be readily accessed and utilised on all types of devices including 
smartphones, tablets, laptops and desktops.  Give it a try! 
 
Bruce Richardson 
Membership Co-ordination (and Course Management with Mac Craig during 2019 and 
early 2020) 

 
11. To elect President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 8 General Committee 

Members. The meeting was handed over to conduct the election and appointment of 
the Executive and Committee for 2020/21. 

12.  
Two members of the committee, Alan Zubek as Treasurer and Frank Cox as a 
committee member retired as of this meeting. Sufficient nominations were received 
to fill all vacant positions and there being no contested positions the following office 
bearers for 2010/21 were declared; 
 
President. Pat Buoncristiani 
Vice President. Dale Allen 
Secretary. Anne Richardson 
Treasurer. Maurice Lean 
Committee Members; Anne Bartley, Mal Bowmaker, Mac Craig, Bruce Richardson, Ray 
Schmidt, Jon Snyder, Helen Waring. 
 
Pat Buoncristiani resumed the chair and thanked Maurice Waring for his services as 
Electoral Officer. 
 

13. Other Business as may be lawfully brought before the meeting.  
 

Kerry Wills moved a motion of thanks to the President and Committee for a job very 
well done and under very trying conditions. Elaine Hahn seconded the motion. 
Motion carried with acclaim. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 1:50 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 ………………………………………………… 
Pat Buoncristiani – President U3A Emerald 
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Touring the Medieval Cities of Europe 
 

                                                         
                                         medieval bagpipes                                          Anglo Saxon/Viking lyre                    

                                                    
                                                              medieval nyckelharpa 
Continuing from where we left off last year, we have now visited the amazing medieval cities 
of Rothenbug ob der Tauber in Germany, Mdina in Malta, Palermo in Sicily, York in England, 
Carcassone and Avignon in France (by the way, no one ever did dance on its famous bridge!) 
and Barcelona in Spain. We have walked ancient streets dating back to Roman times and 
whilst viewing magnificent Romano/Gothic cathedrals and secular buildings exhibiting 
remnants of their medieval glory we have discovered that each city possesses its own, 
particular, medieval jewels. We have walked through history, hearing of the rise and fall of 
dynasties which affected the fluctuating fortunes of these cities and the power of the Catholic 
church whose influence pervaded all of society at that time and we have learned of atrocities 
committed in the name of the Church whilst it concentrated on rooting out what was then 
perceived as heresy. 
 

                                                 
                              hurdy gurdy                                      sackbut                  portative organ              
We have seen the work of artists who have a particular association with some of the cities 
and learned about some early medieval instruments such as the hurdy gurdy, the portative 
organ, the sackbut, the Anglo Saxon lyre, the gittern and the wonderfully named nyckelharpa, 
of Scandinavian origin, and enjoyed the ‘skirl o’ the pipes’, both medieval and modern (having 
discovered a class member’s hidden talent!) We have listened to different forms of medieval 
music showcasing these and other instruments and discovered that music and dance were an 
important part of medieval life.  
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         gittern                                                                       Warburg Gittern  

                  
    Dubrovnik – The Pearl of the Adriatic                                  Stadhuis of Bruges                                                                                                
In future weeks we will be continuing our time travels by visiting Croatia and its jewel – 
Dubrovnik with its famous ‘Old Town’, Krakow in Poland where Wawel Castle is a particular 
tourist attraction, Prague and its famous astronomical clock, Bruges where you can see the 
renowned ornate carved ceiling of its Stadhuis (city hall) and Sienna, where the Italian 
Renaissance flourished. 

               
The Astronomical Clock of Prague                               The Campo – Sienna                            

                                    
                                                      Wawel Castle- Krakow                                    
 
 
Helen Waring 
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Flowers for the Home 
 
Our class returned after the long break and everyone was happy to be back to class and see 
each other. 
 
Despite my own misgivings about the logistics of getting all the flowers, buckets, vases, 
aprons and miscellaneous items into the upstairs room it was fine. The hauling of all of this 
was made possible with the use of a wonderful trolley which our committee in their wisdom 
had arranged to be made by The Mens’ Shed and Ellen was on hand to assist.  We are most 
grateful! 
 
We used Dahlias from a local grower, Celosia, misty and beautiful white and chocolate 
Queen Anne’s Lace...the latter so perfectly descriptive of its lovely form.  
 
Elaine Hahn, Tutor 
Flowers for the Home & Gifts 

 
 
    

Also submitted by Elaine 
 

    The Hills and U3A 
  
In the end, for congenial sympathy, for poetry, 
for work, for original feeling and expression, 
for perfect companionship with one’s friends, 
give me the country. 
 
D H Lawrence 

 



 20

Book Issues Group 
We started the year reading the Quarterly Essay. 
What Australia can learn from New Zealand by Laura 
Tingle? 
The group had a month to complete the reading and we 
then had a discussion in the Hub building at 9.00 0n 
Monday February 19th.We did learn that the Kiwi’s did 
not want to federate with us because Australia was 
originally a penal settlement. 
This month we are viewing the Boyer lectures and will 
have the follow up discussion on March 15th. You are 
most welcome to join us. 
Dick Bartley 

 

 

Australian history and the world 
Given the current population in Australia is made 
up people who have migrated from many different 
lands, (the indigenous people came from Africa 
over 60,000 years ago) the focus this year is to look  
at what influence have various national groups had 
on the history of Australia. What were the 
conditions, factors etc in their homeland or (as 
some Australians still say - the mother country) that 
resulted in people migrating or being transported 
into prison ships to Australia.  
So far, we have covered the Dutch migration to 
New Holland and the Chinese who we believe had 
maps of Australia as early as the 14th century. 
Currently, we are studying the British Empire and 
its effect on our country. 
Have you seen IN THE WAKE OF CAPTAIN COOK 
with Sam Neil. Well worth a look on IVIEW? 
Dick Bartley 

Current Affairs 
The big question is, can we fill the void left by the former President of the USA? He 
dominated the news and it is very pleasant discussing other topics. 
The new venue in the Hub really helps our group to function very well. We develop lists which 
are prioritised at the start of the meeting. Usually, we spend about 10 minutes on a topic. It 
is amazing how we all learn from each other and hopefully become better informed about 
the issues of the day.You are most welcome to come along for visit but you would need to let 
me know.    Dick Bartley   0400 858 396 
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Science and Civilisation 
 
What a pleasure it is to be back at the Hills Hub, offering “live” classes once more.  I do realise 
that many want the option to join in at home, so this course will continue as a “hybrid Zoom 
course” throughout this year. 
As Easter approaches, we are now in our fourth session for the 
year.  We began by looking at the fascinating history of 
Microbiology – from the early concepts of “Spontaneous 
Generation” through the studies of Robert Hooke and Antonie 
van Leeuwenhoek in microscopy; a side trip to puerperal 
(childbed) fever and the pioneering work of Ignatz Semmelweis 
in ensuring his medical students actually did wash their hands 
after dissecting bodies and before examining their expectant 
patients; the giant leap forward by Joseph Lister in making 
surgery a “germ-free” affair; and on to the foundations of a new 
science in the laboratories of Louis Pasteur in France and Robert 
Koch in Germany.  Phew!  That’s quite a journey! 
Our second session examined the origins of vaccination, a concept viewed by many at that 

time as a “black art”.  We learned of the origins of vaccination in 
India and China, where smallpox was rife.  How do you fancy 
vaccination by having a dried smallpox scab blown up your nose?  
That was one of the methods of the day!  We also examined the 
early vaccination successes of Louis Pasteur, against chicken 
cholera in fowl and anthrax in sheep, the latter of which won 
Pasteur a famous public bet.  But Pasteur had mixed success with 
other vaccines, which caused scandals at the time – his vaccines 
against rabies, for instance, although successful, were denigrated 
by his fellow scientists.  Robert Koch, too, had his difficulties with 
vaccines.  His premature attempts to release a tuberculosis vaccine 
would result in him being ostracized by the German Government 

of the day (even though he would go on to win a Nobel Prize for this work). 
Our third session, “The Disease Killers” looked at the search (which continues to this day” for 
the chemical “magic bullets” that kill disease-causing organisms.  Amongst the earliest 
success was that of Emil Adolf von Behring, who 
perfected the use of an antitoxin for a major 
“killer” disease – Diphtheria.  Not without 
notoriety, however, as Behring effectively “stole” 
a major part of the work  (and the share of the 
profits) from another researcher at his institute, 
Paul Ehrlich.  It didn’t stop Behring from winning 
the first ever Nobel Prize in medicine!  Ehrlich 
himself would go on the produce his own “magic 
bullet”, Compound 606, a.k.a. Salvarsan, against 
another deadly (but socially unmentionable) 
disease, Syphilis.  This caused widespread religious angst at the time, and Ehrlich found 
himself in court, defending his studies.  Nonetheless, he would duly be awarded his Nobel 
Prize in 1908. 

Louis 
Pasteur 
 

Paul Ehrlich at work 
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We followed the progress of antibiotics through the early studies of Alexander Fleming, as he 
accidentally discovered the killing power of a fungal extract, 
which he called penicillin.  Producing this well-known 
antibiotic on a commercial scale, however, would take two 
major forces – the Second World War, and the scientific 
skills of the first Australian Nobel Prize winner in Medicine, 
Howard Florey. 
Our fourth session, “Smaller Than Small” was highly topical, 
given the situation of the past year, as we examined the 
history of Virology.  The existence of viruses had been hinted 
at by the early work of Pasteur and his fellow researcher, 
Charles Chamberland when they were working on Rabies.  
Work by the Russian scientist, Dimitri Ivanovsky, had 
confirmed that such small bodies could perhaps exist and 

cause diseases such as the Tobacco Mosaic 
infection of plants.  Two scientists – Frederick 
Twort and Felix d’Herelle – would separately 
discover that these mysterious “viruses” 
could also infect bacteria.  But the particles 
themselves would not be seen until the mid-
1940’s when the electron microscope was 
developed in Germany during the early years 
of World War 2.  Growing viruses in the 
laboratory, and using them for the 
development of vaccines, would be down to 
another Australian – Sir Frank Macfarlane-
Burnet, who would be awarded a Nobel Prize 
in 1960 for his work in immunology.  Mac’s 
techniques – growing influenza viruses in 
developing chicken eggs – is used to this day for the production of annual influenza vaccines. 

As this year progresses, we will be covering a number of 
fascinating topics – the history of genetics; how life evolved on 
our planet, along with the story of the theory of evolution; how 
man has used the sky for seeking directions and making maps, 
concomitant with the development of accurate clocks; the 
fascinating world of soil fungi and their interactions with plants; 
and how fermentation guided the first steps in human 
civilisation.  
To add to the fun of discovering Science and its history, Dale 
Allen will be screening a related film in his “Cinema Classis” 
course!  This little gem is “Dr Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet”, which tells 
the story of compound 606.  Made in 1940, and starring Edward 
G. Robinson as Paul Ehrlich, it’s truly “a classic”, and will be 
screening at Gemco on Monday 19th April, at 1:00pm! 

 
Bruce Richardson 
 

Felix d’Herelle in his lab 

Nobel Prizes for Fleming, 
Chain and Florey 
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Australian Botanical Flora and Fauna 
 
Thank you, Mandi Keck for these delightful examples of your recent work  

 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hi Mac, 
I reflect upon my lecturer in Science at Emerald U3A - 
Dr. Bruce Richardson. 
In total, I have endured 19 years of University lectures 
at both Melbourne and Monash. 
Some lecturers at Monash were excellent and 
captured your attention with their entertaining 
delivery and the content they presented. 
But here at Emerald U3A we have, what I consider the 
best presenter I have ever encountered in all my 
student years. 
Bruce has that very rare capacity to make his subject 
highly entertaining, readily understood, witty and 
memorable. 
Without doubt, Bruce Richardson is by far the best 
lecturer I have ever encountered. 
I only wish I had had Maths and Science teachers of his 
calibre during my High School days to provide me with 
the logical mind demanded in Science. 
 
Roger Willsher 
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Genealogy 
 

 We've split into two groups so as to fit comfortably into the Hub with our computers and of
course, safe distancing.  We dipped out with the last lock-down for one meeting however, we
are up and running again. Our first meeting of beginners was entertained by the exploits of a
mis-behaving sea captain. After some discussions of how to use DNA, some tracking down
of his origins has started. 
 
Whereas, for many years I have always taught researchers to make sure to go back to the
original records, not to copy and follow “hints” without checking -gradually we will be
looking at researching from a different aspect. DNA is proving to be accurate – as it should
because it is totally what is handed down from parents to child.  To the extent that the
genealogy companies are changing their tack and are now offering what is the beginning of
family tree records based on fellow researchers DNA.  Now, right at the beginning, Ancestry,
for example, used to offer or suggest a tree from others trees, and now they are including
matching DNA. As well as the familiar tree pattern that has been around for twenty years or
so, included is a small blue DNA logo on the RH bottom corner of the profile. That little blue
logo is rather pleasing to see because it also indicates that: ok you might have done all of that
research work with the records, it is at least proving that you were correct! Of  course
problems might arise when the blue logo doesn't appear – it might just mean that no relative
has tested, or that there is an incorrect record. 
 
Apple seem to be moving into this system looking to offering software for the companies to
specialize, the others will no doubt follow suit. One day you may be able to log on and
download your family tree with no research whatsoever.  However, as a lover of history and
a fascination as to what makes us tick, how the ancestors lived and mankind progressed –
hopefully for the better - I think I would be a little saddened by instant trees. What about
naming patterns, disappearing trades, movements of people around the world? Hard to read
records and conversely, beautifully scripted ones. The family legends, some quite doubtful,
the joys and the tragedies. We call that “flesh on the bones” in genealogy. 
 
 
So, like it or not, we can look towards DNA becoming more important in Genealogy research.
DNA does not lie.  It can add a big interest in a Family tree.  Come along to meetings if you
have any queries. 
 
Hilary Thomas 
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The Bridge Group 
 
The game of bridge is one of those occupations like sport and 
music that may be practised at any level of proficiency from the 
sublime to the ridiculous. At our bridge group we sometimes 
cover this range of experience in the course of one session. 
More importantly than winning any prizes for skill, we play the 
game for social enjoyment that has a bit of brain exercise and 
memory stretching as a by product. 
 
In this emerging new world where we find an odd sort of 

intimacy in the old fashioned practice of shaking hands, at bridge we again have the pleasure of
playing at regular card tables without face masks. However, many of our members are taking
advantage of the improving travel regulations to escape to other places and consequently we are
suspending Bridge till we again have a viable number of players.  
 
When we resume play in the third term we plan to again provide activities for beginners as well as
experienced players. 
 
Rob Knighton 
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June Dudley 
 

 Emerald has lost a dear friend and colleague, June Dudley who had a fall on the 11th of
January and fractured her lower spine. After spending 4 weeks in the Angliss Hospital she
was transferred to residential care in Bairnsdale to be near her family, no longer able to be
independent at home. 

Many people will remember a quiet thoughtful refined lady and will have been touched by
her kind-heart and intelligent mind. She loved her classes at Emerald U3A especially poetry
and Botanical art, which she excelled in. June moved to Emerald 35years ago with her
husband John, they loved Emerald and joined in a number of organizations. 
June was a member of the Twenty Melbourne Painters having an exhibition every year to
display her wonderful watercolour and oils paintings. She is an avid reader and writer,
especially poems. 

 June is a life member of Emerald Arts Society being on the committee for many years and
has been a member of Emerald Ladies Probus for nearly 20 years. 

June has been my dear friend for over 30 years; the phone calls will be our contact until I
can visit her. 

Chris Britton 
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My Meissen Vase. 
 

Over the years, from time to time I have visited Ballarat. I'm usually on my way to some 
another place, but I always stop to visit the Ballarat Art Gallery which is one of Victoria's great 
regional galleries. 
 
In 1989 I attended the Richard Wagner Festival in Bayreuth, Germany. Whilst there I 
discovered that there was a further Wagner opera being performed at the Semper Oper in 
Dresden, so I drove there, not without difficulty because Dresden was behind the Wall in East 
Germany and tourist visits were fraught with problems. 
 
I got there. I enjoyed The Flying Dutchman and then did the 
sightseeing rounds which, necessarily, included the Zwinger, 
a marvellous museum which has a superb porcelain 
collection. There I saw, and fell in love with, a magnificent 
Meissen vase. 
 
Seven weeks later the Berlin Wall fell, although I'm bound to 
say that when I was in Dresden I had no inkling that that was 
going to happen. A few years later I visited (post-Wall) 
Dresden again, took in a couple of operas at the Semper, and 
revisited the Zwinger to have another look at my Meissen 
vase. It wasn't there! 
 
English was not generally spoken in the former East Germany, 
but eventually I persuaded one of the attendants to call the 
porcelain curator, who did speak impeccable English. 
 
The Zwinger in Dresden has an excellent collection of (mostly 
smaller) Meissen pieces (Meissen and Dresden are virtually 
interchangeable terms) but they no longer had my much 
larger vase. I asked the curator where it was but she denied 
that the vase I described had ever been in the collection. I 
accused her of allowing it to be stolen during the chaos which 
followed the falling of the Wall, which she, of course, denied. 
 
On a later trip to Ballarat, I stopped at the Art Gallery and there on display was my Meissen 
vase! 
 
If I ever get back to Dresden should I apologise for my egregious error? 
 
Bill Pell 
 

 
 



 29

 
 
 

OUR BACK YARD 
By Jane Cox 

 
Our backyard is a treasure trove 
Of things that we value and love. 
From the smallest of wrens to the eagles in flight, 
Every encounter is a wondrous delight. 

 
Whether working or relaxing I need no TV, 
The calls of the birds are music to me. 
With the kookaburras’ laughter, the rosellas’ tweet, 
The song of the birds is music so sweet. 

 
The warble of magpies, the cockies in flight, 
The hoot or bark of an owl in the night. 
To see kangaroos boxing or a joey in the pouch 
Is a moment of joy for which I can vouch. 

 
I often think that we live in a park 
Where wombats roam around in the dark. 
Possums are plentiful and small bats abound, 
The signs of the nightlife are always around. 

 
From the largest of lizards to the smallest of frogs, 
You’ll often see something in the trees and the logs.  
We’ve the tallest of eucalypts that flourish and tower, 
And the smallest of orchids, a beautiful flower. 
 

 
I mustn’t forget a small bird of note. 
The tiny forty-spotted pardalote! 
They nest in a hole in the ground out of sight, 
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When the fledglings are ready, they emerge and take flight. 
 

An azure kingfisher perches over the reeds 
As tadpoles swim around in the weeds. 
With a dart and a flash it swoops and then 
Rises up to its perch again and again. 

 
It has been suggested that we pack up and go, 
But our constant response has been No, No, No, No! 
Our paddocks and backyard provide endless pleasure. 
Our backyard is our greatest treasure!  

 

 
 
 
 

Jane Cox 
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VALE John Donaldson 
 

 
John Donaldson came from Tasmania, having 
worked in the dams delivering power to the 
National Power Grid. John was an electrician 
from the old school, where they learned to cover 
a wide field of electrical knowledge. John was a 
founding member of the Emerald Men's Shed 
and gave a lot to the Shed, particularly in the 
early days of its inception. In later days, John 
was ready to help anyone with his experience, 
particularly with electrical and engineering 
aspects where he had a wealth of knowledge. 
John also contributed towards the design of the 
new Hub workshop which led to what the Hub 
Workshop now looks like.  John will be 
sadly missed by his friends in the Emerald Men's 
Shed. 
He was a keen member of the Cinema Classics 
group and was almost always the first there, in 
later years riding in on his mobility scooter, he 

was often seen waiting to be let in. 
 
John was always jovial and engaged in conversation with a bright vigorous sense of humour 
and was not hesitant in suggesting possible movies for future sessions. 
 
He will be sorely missed. 
 
Dale Allen and Tom Connolly 
 
 
It is with sadness that we learned of the passing of Keith Thomas, husband of our much loved, 
long term member Barb Thomas.  
 
 
Once again, thank you to all who contributed to our Autumn Newsletter. It has been a difficult 
start to our year punctuated with Covid restrictions and lock downs. You deserve a darn good 
pat on the back. 
 
Mac Craig 
Newsletter Editor 
0425 789 556 
m.craig01@bigpond.com 


