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From the President 
Winter is a time to nestle down and take stock. There are bright sunny 
days interspersed with heavy grey cloud days. They all hold their own 
magic. It is my delight to be the new Emerald U3A President. We have 
had a couple of committee meetings where the week-to-week,  
month-to-month housekeeping issues are dealt with. Now we are doing a 
little introspection, asking ourselves a few questions. Of course the 
greatest source of inspiration and good ideas is our membership. Please 
don’t hesitate to let us know what you like most about your U3A, about 
what bothers you and about any ideas you might have to improve us.  

I have had the pleasure of visiting several groups and introducing myself 
in my new role. A three-week jaunt in Alaska and Canada meant I didn’t 
get to them all, but it is my intention to correct that as soon as possible.  

We often talk about the ‘courses’ we run in U3A, but we are so much 
more than that. Many of our groups are focused on participation in 
physical and intellectual activities and games such as bush walking, table 
tennis and scrabble. Research is showing us that social interaction is a 
crucial part of successful ageing, and U3A is providing ample 
opportunities for just that. We have a wealth of talent and expertise in 
our older community and, thank goodness, a lot of people who are willing 
to share those gifts. Thank you to all our tutors and coordinators for the 
generous time you devote to enriching us all.  

But you don’t have to be an expert to start a group in our U3A. There is a 
vast amount of free information and numbers of free courses available 
online. All you need is an interest that you would like to share. Don’t 
hesitate to contact us if you think you might like to be involved in setting 
up a group of like-minded or similarly interested people to explore an 
area of knowledge or experience, or just to get together and have fun. 
We are always looking for new opportunities. 

Of course we are watching with delight and anticipation at the 
development of our new home – the Hills Hub. There has been a lot of 
activity lately and the cladding is going on. I hope the glimpses of the 
final colour will reassure those who were worried about the pea green in 
the architects’ concept drawings we have all seen. The final colour is 
subtle, gentle and blends in with the environment beautifully. Our 
committee is starting to plan our move in. 

Please keep in touch. We have a web page at https://u3aemerald.org.au 
a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/U3AEmerald/ and an email 
address info@u3aemerald.org.au so there are plenty of ways to 
communicate with us. 

I hope you are loving your Third Age as much as I am. 
	
Pat	Buoncristiani,	President	
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Our musical  performance 

U3A Emerald really shone at its 
concert held on the afternoon of  
26 June at the Evergreens Hall.  

With excellent group performances 
from the U3A Over the Hills Singers 
and Musicians Sharing Group, as 
well as highly talented solo 
performers, the audience of over  
50 people was wonderfully 
entertained and responded most 
enthusiastically.  

The performance was followed by 
afternoon tea – provided by 
members of the musical groups – and drinks, with wine carefully selected 
by our U3A Wine Appreciation tutor.  

Many thanks to the chief organiser Gaye Dunstan, and to all the people 
who helped out in supporting the event including on the day, and of 
course thanks to our very talented and diverse musical U3A members. 
Events like this really showcase both the talent we have within our U3A 
and our capacity to provide additional benefits to our wider community. 
Well Done! 
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An ode to our former president 

Sometimes I play around with rhyme and scansion. I penned this little 
ode to our past president of U3A Emerald, Mal Bowmaker.  
Pat	Buoncristiani		

 

For Mal 

You led us through the choppy seas 
Of grumbles, gripes and worry 
You helped us all slow down a bit 
When our instincts were to hurry. 
 
A quiet word and time to think 
Was often what was needed, 
A contemplative turn of mind 
Was gold to those who heeded. 
 
You showed us all the promised lands 
Of Hub and UMAS splendid, 
And all the different voices found 
An outcome nicely blended. 
 
You made us all behave and wait 
And listen to each other, 
Our meetings were quite civilised 
With little fuss or bother. 
 
Our captain is leaving the bridge friends, 
He's heading for quieter waters. 
He's had quite enough of our fun and games  
And he's quitting his captain's quarters. 
 
We wish you well in your life of ease 
And evenings in front of the telly. 
But suspect you'll find another task 
To feed that fire in the belly. 

	
	
	
	

U3A – Live Learn Enjoy 
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News from our Classes 

Flowers for the Home 

We have been doing some 
pieces using wreath bases. 
Incredibly versatile, they can 
be really interesting to make 
especially when we are 
challenged with fewer flowers. 
These were made using 
succulents and a combination 
of foliage, the purpose being to 
make something from what we 
might have at home. Emphasis 
of course was on how one makes those choices to reach an appealing 
outcome. I was asked to speak at our U3A garden group in June and  
I demonstrated a similar piece using persimmons following the same idea. 
Gaylene who does Calligraphy brought some for morning tea with extra 
fruit to take home. As these are one of most treasured things, I used 
them for this demonstration. Great opportunity for cross-pollination... 
Elaine	Hahn	

Photography 

The Photography class has had a couple of more demanding tasks 
recently: one, to take a photo on a day in May and present the series in 
some form, perhaps a hand-made book or even a commercially produced 
photo book; and two, take a photo at regular intervals of the same scene 
or spot to show changes. We hope to see the results on the former task 
very soon. 

	
																																																																																																																						An	example	of	‘change’	photos		
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As a couple of members have had to withdraw from the class, I do have a 
couple, and maybe even more vacancies, especially if you are a relative 
beginner.  

The class is conducted in two sessions, beginners on the 2nd Wednesday 
and more experienced on the 4th Wednesday at 10:00 am at the 
Evergreens Hall next to the Arts Society (but members can come to both 
if they wish). During the winter, the classes have sometimes been quite 
small so I can easily have more people join. If you’d like to join us, go to 
the U3A website, log in and register in Photography. Your name may 
appear in the ‘wait list’ but I shall contact you anyway and invite you to 
come along. 
Paul	Bianco	

World Heritage (and upcoming World Tourism) 

A	proposal	by	Brazilian	architect	Alexandre	Fantozzi	for	a	new	glass	roof	and	spire		
at	Notre	Dame	de	Paris.	Photograph:	Alexandre	Fantozzi.	

The World Heritage discussions held at Chestnut Gardens on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month this year have been more interesting for me 
than I could have imagined. Participants have been engaged in the topics 
and places visited and, I believe, informed. As the presenter of the 
discussions I have been surprised and rewarded by the positive feedback.  

When I sat down to prepare the first session I embarked on an 
unexpected journey of discovery. My plan to draw on my personal 
experience and present information I’d gathered over my years of travel 
were soon set aside as I went further and deeper into subjects I thought I 
knew. Then, immediately after presenting a session on the World Heritage 
of France, focussing on the magnificent gothic cathedrals, a major fire 
occurred in Notre Dame de Paris, requiring a follow-up session on the 
disaster and planned recovery.  
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There has not been enough time to discuss the cruise ship incident in 
Venice, but that will fit nicely into the next series of discussions on World 
Tourism when we will discuss the developing crises in Venice. This 
beautiful and once serene city has become swamped, literally!  

That series of discussions, commencing on 18 July at Chestnut Gardens, 
will focus on cultural tourism impacts — in particular the positive and 
negative consequences of tourism at places that have become 
destinations for increasing numbers of visitors, largely as a result of their 
inscription on the World Heritage List.  

Places such as Lijiang in China, Hoi An in Vietnam, Luang Prabang in 
Laos, Siem Riep in Cambodia, and George Town in Penang Malaysia have 
all been transformed very rapidly by tourism. At the same time, long-
established tourist destinations like Venice are groaning under increasing 
pressures imposed by extremely high numbers of tourists. Some of the 
impacts are in plain sight but others, like pollution, waste, water 
shortages and exclusion of indigenous populations due to exorbitant living 
costs, remain substantially hidden from visitors.  

In our discussions 
on World Tourism 
we will chart the 
development and 
growth of tourism 
over the centuries 
and explore the 
challenges of 
tourism in the 
modern era of 
cheap travel.   

However, this 
story doesn’t have 
a happy ending…     
	
Donald	Ellsmore	
	

A	‘normal	day’	at	World	Heritage-listed	site	Alberobello	in	Puglia,	Italy.		
Photo:	Donald	Ellsmore	

Gardening 

Over autumn we visited more wonderful gardens, but for winter we are 
meeting at St Joseph's and tackling our gardening slightly differently. 

In April we visited Attila Kapatany's garden and were blown away by the 
display, mainly of succulents and cacti, with rare plants around every 
corner. Knowledge so generously shared was very much appreciated and 
tempted a lot of us to buy some seeds or small plants and see if we too 
could raise such a display. 
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May found us in Sue Elliot’s garden where she had amazingly managed to 
keep a lot of colour in her garden even though it had been so dry. The 
salvias particularly were full of colour and the honeyeaters were enjoying 
them. In June we were inside, and Elaine demonstrated how to make the 
most of the few flowers we have in winter to decorate our homes. Such 
an inspiration... Competitions, swapping of seedlings/cuttings and a 
yummy afternoon finished our day. 

July: Competitions, talks and DVDs will fill our afternoon. 

August: We are delighted that Bruce Richardson will be talking to us. The 
topic is ‘What's hiding in your garden shed?’. This will be very 
enlightening I think. If you are interested in the topic you are very 
welcome to come along. By then we are hoping the weather will be 
kinder, the gardens full of spring blossom and bulbs, and we will be back 
visiting gardens in September. 
Edith	Colley	

Patchwork  

Our little group is enjoying the relaxed and warm atmosphere at my 
house. The ladies have been very busy with their homework, and the 
results are showing. Norma has finally completed her hexagon quilt, 
which is a combination of machine and hand piecing and it looks a treat, 
now she is keen to start another project.  Jill is nearing completion of her 
jelly roll quilt, just needs to add the lovely green sashing and borders and 
it will be ready to quilt. Nola is hand quilting another lovely piece and also 
having a go at the latest trend in patchwork, the ancient Japanese art of 
BORO stitching. I can’t wait to see this finished. Ann showed us a lovely 
quilt that she won in a raffle, we were all very jealous. The rest of the 
ladies are working on various projects and I can’t wait to see the results. 
Karen	Black	
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Musicians Sharing Group 

We continue to enjoy making music together and have been busy working 
on preparing our program for the event on 26 June when, with OTHS 
choir, we gave an afternoon concert. 

On Tuesday 4 June Chris Radings visited us. Chris makes didgeridoos and 
the ones he showed us were beautifully crafted instruments. He explained 
how he made them – a very different process to the traditional method. 
He demonstrated blowing them and we learnt about circular breathing 
which allows the player to make continuous sound – a difficult technique 
to master. Each didgeridoo has a different pitch and its own unique 
sound. We had a most enjoyable time learning about this unique 
instrument. 
Gaye	Dunstan	

Art History Civi l isations: The Vital  Spark 

Racing through the centuries we have now reached the 20th century and 
have taken a close look at how art has reflected the preoccupations of 
different civilisations both ancient and modern. 

We have seen the effects of imperialism and its bedfellow colonisation on 
civilisations such as the Aztecs, Benin in West Africa, Native Americans, 
the indigenous peoples of Australia and New Zealand and India.  

We have observed how the art of one civilisation has affected that of 
another, an example being the influence of 18th and 19th century 
Japanese prints on Impressionist and Post-Impressionist artists such as 
Paul Cezanne and Vincent Van Gogh. 

We have studied artists’ reactions to war, unfortunately always such a 
part of the history of civilizations, exploring the work of such artists as 
Spanish artist Goya. The German Otto Dix and Picasso whose Guernica is 
a lasting tribute to its folly and futility. 
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The overarching theme of this course has been to explore the strength of 
Humanity’s eternal desire to express itself and make sense of an ever 
changing world and we are left with the notion of  ‘The Vital Spark’, which 
has proved, so far, to be inextinguishable and has left a lasting legacy 
which allows us insight into the minds and mores of societies and cultures 
long gone.  

Benin	Bronze Guernica	Pablo	Picasso	1937	 	Olmec	Head	

Stormtroops	Advancing	Under	Gas	Otto	Dix	1924													A	Direct	North	General	View	of	Sydney	Cove	
Thomas	Watling	1794	

Helen	Waring	

Book Group 

Our group has been meeting each month to discuss a book we have all 
read over the previous month then enjoy afternoon tea and the social 
chitchat that involves.  

We have read six books this year and with all there are some members of 
the group who really enjoyed them while others who did not feel as 
favourable towards them. This leads to a lot of interesting discussion and 
is often good to see things you have missed yourself.  

Probably like some other groups over winter we have had reduced 
numbers at our meetings with some members lucky enough to have been 
away and missed the cold weather and others unfortunately not well and 
unable to be out and about at the moment. 
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For anyone looking for a good book to curl up with on a cold day this is a 
list of this year’s readings. 

• The Choke by Sophie Laguna. This is a story told from a young girl’s
perspective as she negotiates the best and worst of life in a
troubled part of Australian rural society. Confronting at times.

• The Unfinished Work of Elizabeth D, Nichole Bernier. Set in America
the story is a mystery and meditation on friendship, marriage and
motherhood.

• A Long Way From Home, Peter Carey. A high-speed story of a
husband and wife who set out on the Redex Trial and how it
changes their relationship with travelling and the people they meet.

• The Good People, Hannah Kent.  This is another well researched
book by this young Australian author following the success of her
first novel “Burial Rites”.  Set in rural Ireland just before the famine
in a time of poverty and superstition clashing with Church teachings
some found it too dark to read while others saw it as a good read of
historical times and beliefs.

• The Elegance of the Hedgehog, Muriel Barbery. This book,
translated from the French, was quite difficult to get into, but the
story and how it was told was considered well worth the effort. It is
the story of the concierge of a building and the people who lived in
the apartments where she worked for most of her life.

Jill	Lightfoot	

Genealogy 

Winter is here and our members run away from these lovely sunny days 
we are having now. However, Frank, our remaining beginner is slogging it 
out doing an excellent job on sourcing his Australian ancestors and 
getting his head around the program for the family tree.  

In the advanced group we have some very good researchers. I am quite 
impressed by their determination and ability to research. 

Anne has joined a Convict Association where every step of the line has to 
be proved and she is close to having completed that task, if not now 
finished.  

The level of work has been outstanding, it has made me go back and 
have another look at my own research. I appreciate Mary Jane’s help with 
the beginners.  

Tuesday's meeting – June 18 was exceptionally rewarding to see one 
member helping another with computer files, to have another helping a 
member with a family tree program while I am endeavouring to show 
someone else how to produce DNA Matches from a program. Sharing and 
working together has been so positive with this group. It is great to see 
how well they have melded. It makes being a Tutor very rewarding.   

Thanks Genies. Have a good term break. 
Hilary	Thomas	
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German for Beginners 

We have a solid core of six participants, all of whom are enthusiastically 
engaged in developing their knowledge of the German language. 

Four of our members have previous experience in German through having 
lived there for several years or because of frequent visits to relatives. The 
other two, a husband and wife team, are the only true 'beginners', but 
they have made really 
impressive progress since the 
start of the year.  

The course has focused on 
practical areas such as 
introducing oneself, ordering 
different types of food and 
asking for directions. The 
necessities of grammar, 
especially genders and cases are 
being progressively introduced. 

Wine	on	the	Rhine	River	in	Germany	

Participants have regularly commented on how much they are enjoying 
the course and I'm pleased to add that this also holds true for me as 
their teacher! 
John	Maguire	

English Language and Literature  

Musings on our U3A English Language and 
Literature class, which has been jogging along 
happily for 22 years…Whilst not wishing to be 
thought of as having a mythopoeian bent, dare I 
say that all our class members are 
deipnosophists and that, fortunately, most of our 
‘goings on’ are gelogenic. Our mornings are full 
of rhathymia, and not a member suffers in the 
slightest from pleionosis, which I feel might be 
frowned upon. Our lovely leaders, Kay and 

Lorrie, are both belesprits who encourage us with equanimity and are 
certainly not one whit labile. (Yes we do touch on alliteration.) Naturally 
we are imputrescible and veracity would appear to underpin our very 
beings. Even when I have my moments and become a little disipient, or 
I’m inclined to drumble, it would be very unlikely that I would be 
objurgated- thank goodness! 

There may be some in our class, unbeknowns to me, who are ailurophiles, 
(no one is perfect). He or she may confess to me if this is so. Our dear 
Nora (aka Madame Chekov) could be, I feel, suffering from dromomania, 
but as she is our youngest member this is understandable and can be 
forgiven. 
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I can say without fear of contradiction, that not one of us is a quaestuary 
and not one could be accused of niddering. Also, there is never an 
acescent moment in our dealings with one another. We older ones may 
suffer a little with aches and pains sometimes- I myself suffer 
encephelagia but we can only hope and pray these conditions are not 
ingravescent. 

To sum up may I say that not one member is thrasonical but to a 
man/woman we would find ourselves under the umbrella of lepidity. Well 
done us. 
Di	Passamani	(class	member	for	22	years)	

Over the Hil ls  Singers 

Our choir is coming along in leaps and bounds. Our sound is sonorous and 
we can keep on the notes in harmonising. Breathing techniques have 
improved the volume and dynamics of the singing and the extra 
rehearsals generously given by Gaye and Graham Dunstan in their home 
or at the Evergreens hall have really created the demonstrative 
improvement. 

Our two conductors – Graham Dunstan and Ros Winter  – take different 
types of songs and share the load so that each can have a turn at singing 
with the choir, instead of being in the front waving their arms to goad us 
to reach the highs and lows, the fast and slows, and all the dynamics 
in between. 

Our regular Wednesday sessions have certainly paid off. 

On 16 June we were in a concert with three other U3A choirs. These 
came from Box Hill, Croydon and Nunawading and we met them in the 
Uniting Church, Whitehorse Road, Mitcham.  

Nunawading choir 
has over 70 
members, but only 
about 50 or so 
were on stage. 
They have a very 
experienced 
leader, Maureen 
Milton who has an 
OAM for her 
services to music. 
She and her sister, 
Eileen, were the 
organisers of the 
concert.  
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Maureen’s choir 
had a lovely 
sound using 
part-singing. 
The other two 
choirs were 
somewhat 
smaller and 
they sang in 
unison.  

However, we 
few, we happy 
few, we band of 
brothers – and 
sister singers – 
(20 in all able to 
attend) sang 
out loudly and 

clearly, relishing our chance to show our talents and cheer the audience. 
It was fun and we certainly enjoyed it, quietly giving ourselves a pat on 
the back for the resulting performance.  

Remarks from members of the audience afterwards indicated that it 
showed that we enjoyed ourselves. We were smiling and looked happy 
and they could hear each part in the harmonising. 

OTHS also participated in the combined concert with the Musicians 
Sharing Group at the Evergreens Hall on 26 June, followed by fabulous 
food, divine wine and jazzy juice to round off the occasion.		
Anne	Taylor	

Wine Appreciation 

Come join us… 

If you are interested in joining us, just come and taste the wines free of 
charge and check it out. We meet every first and third Friday of the 
month, at 3:00 pm, at the Emerald Community house. 

Our fourth tasting – Pinot Gris/Grigio - Friday 29 March: So, for 
someone who turned his nose up at Pinot Gris, I’m a convert. Gaye 
Dunstan presented six outstanding Pinot Gris/Grigio wines from different 
places and of different styles. They were all fresh and crisp wines, with a 
fine mouthfeel and body. Did you know that Gris and Grigio mean grey in 
French and Italian respectively? Did you know that Pinot Gris is a 
mutation of Pinot Noir and the only difference is an inactive colour gene? 
Did you know that France is the home of Pinot Gris? These are some of 
the things we learn at our tastings. 

Our fifth tasting – GSM - Rhone Style wines – Friday 3 May: What 
on Earth is GSM? GSM stands for Grenache, Syrah (French for Shiraz) and 
Mourvedre, aka Mataro. When Wolf Blass, wine-maker of the Black Label 
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fame, came to Australia, he blended red wines to produce balanced, high 
quality and consistent wines, guaranteed. In Germany he had learnt how 
to blend wines for the production of the German sparkling wine Sekt. Like 
GSM, a blended wine of different grape varieties is often a more complete 
and rounded wine. The GSM wines for our tasting, which were sourced by 
Mal Bowmaker, certainly showed all these characters. 

Our sixth tasting – horizontal tasting – Friday 17 May: No, a 
horizontal tasting is not when you are plastered and end up horizontal on 
the floor. You can have horizontal and vertical tastings. A vertical tasting 
is when you keep everything the same, same maker, same varieties etc., 
but different years or vintages. A horizontal tasting is where you also 
keep everything the same, apart from one aspect, such as the wine 
maker, or it could be the country. Vertical and horizontal tastings give 
you an opportunity to focus on one aspect at a time. 

Our member, Alan Beckwith, chose Nero D’Avola, Aglianico, 
Montepulciano and a Saint Macaire for a horizontal tasting. All were made 
by Calabria Family Wines, all were Italian wine varieties, and all were 
from the 2016 vintage. Not only were the wines different in aroma and 
taste, some were wines we had never tasted before, let alone heard of. 
They were all outstanding and different, yet were of a similar style. All 
these varied tastings, like horizontal tastings, broaden your horizons J  

Our seventh tasting – Yarra Ranges Estate Visit – Friday 7 June: 
This was our second winery visit. Both Anton and Anna Kirchmair were 
genial hosts. When you visit a winery like Yarra Ranges, you get to taste 
a Chardonnay as grape juice, as a fermented wine, then get to taste it 
straight out of new French oak barrels, and again when it’s bottled and 
aged. You get to appreciate wine and all of its intricacies. Maybe that’s 
why our course is called Wine Appreciation. 

Eighth tasting – Rose – Friday 21 June: Well, I’m writing this before 
this tasting has even happened. Michele Bowmaker has already sourced 
five Rose wines. Rose is in fashion at the moment and should have been a 
long time ago. It is the perfect wine for Australia’s sunny climate. 

Henk	Van	den	Bergen 
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The Issues Book Club 

Firstly, we would welcome new members. Currently we have 5 but a few 
more would be great. Recently we have been using The Quarterly Essay 
as our main source. The current topic is Without America Australia in The 
New Asia by Hugh White. You do not have to buy the book. We can 
arrange a copy to be emailed to you. 

Our next discussion will held on Monday 5 August at St. Joseph’s 
hall at 9:15. Email me if you like a copy of the reading sent to you 
dickbartley08@gmail.com 
Dick	Bartley	

Current Affairs  

These sessions are held on the first and third Monday of each month 
starting at 10:30.  

I develop a list of topics which hopefully includes some of the issues that 
have been forwarded to me by members. The topics are forwarded to 
each member to do some homework on or at least have a think about the 
subject- particularly the major topic.  

The first task at our meeting is to select which topics the members would 
like to discuss.  

My task is to moderate the discussion, give everyone a fair opportunity to 
have a say, to quell the outspoken (not an easy task) and to keep the 
session going so we do get into debating each issue.  

The objective is to enlighten rather than win the argument. On the 
following page is an excerpt from a recent class… 
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3	JUNE	2019,	U3A	CURRENT	AFFAIRS	

A	DRAFT	LIST	OF	TOPICS	FOR	OUR	MEETING	ON	MONDAY	AT	10.30	AT	ST	JOSEPH’S	

Please	send	me	some	issues	you	are	keen	to	talk	about.	

At	the	start	of	our	meeting	we	will	prioritise	the	list	of	topics	and	in	some	cases	add	
more.		

These	are	not	in	any	specific	order:	

1. YES.	We	have	to	talk	about	it.	Boxes	of	tissues	will	be	on	hand.	Can	we	put	our
bias	aside	for	a	moment	and	ask,	does	the	Australian	Electorate	usually	‘get	it
right’?	Have	you	seen	Sammy	J‘s	take	on	IView?

2. Why	did	the	liberals	win?	Where	do	go	to	now?

3. What	effect	did	the	Murdoch	press	play	in	the	result	given	it	“Did	Murdoch 
papers		sway	voters?			THE AGE	SAT	MAY	25TH

4. Clive	Palmer	spent	60	million	plus	for	what?

5. ADANI	looks	as	if	this	will	go	ahead	-	the	benefits	for	Queensland,	India,	
Australia,	the World

6. Maurice:	A	comparison	between	Australian	Retirees	and	those	from	the	old
Dart.

7. The	content	of	the	news:

Do	you	watch	or	listen	to	the	news?	What	do	you	want	to	know?	Are	your	needs
being	met?

8. Who	is	David	Speers	and	is	he	any	good?

9. An	indigenous	minister.	Will	he	be	able	to	achieve	any	real	change?

The	big	miners	are	promoting	acceptance	of	the	Uluru	statement?

We spend about 10 minutes on each topic then after the all important 
morning tea look at a major topic. You are most welcome to come along 
and join the group. 
Dick	Bartley	

Austral ian History 

On the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month we meet to study Australia’s 
past, which includes pre 1788. Books like the DARK EMU by Bruce Pascoe 
provide us with some excellent insights into how our indigenous managed 
our country for thousands of years. Our record in 200 plus years is 
not too flash.  

A typical program for Australian History would include: 

1. Reading and discussing a chapter from our text book The 
Australians by Tom Keneally.
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2. Discussing a key question: Why is Australian history important?
Celebrating Australia Day on Jan 26? When will the Dees win their
next flag?

3. Looking at some current aspect of our History. It could be a new
documentary on James Cook, a book a member has read or an
historical site visited by a member.

4. Given I am about to read Peter Fitzsimons latest book The Catalpa
Rescue we will discuss this and look at the documentary on U-tube.

5. We also utilise member’s own experiences (genealogy is a great
source for real history).

Recently Chris Britton gave us a talk on 
the history of Emerald, particularly its 
foundation and the effect of finding gold 
in our area. We have conducted some 
sessions in our local museum and will do 
so again. 

You are most welcome to come along to 
one of our classes. The aim is to make 
the presentations interesting by using 
pictures, U-tube and local sources with 
plenty of member participation. 
Dick	Bartley	

The Greatest Art Theft in History (a new class next semester) 

Another new class starting 
on Thursday 8 August…  

When you are travelling in 
Europe looking at art and 
monuments, do you ever 
wonder how they survived 
World War 2?  

The Greatest Art Theft in 
History will look at the work 
of the Monuments Men as 
they worked to save cultural 
treasures from the 
destructiveness of war, and 
theft by Adolf Hitler and the 
Nazis.  
Anne	Richardson	
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Member contributions 

Vale: Joy Southal l  

Lost to us at the end of May, Joy Southall leaves us memories of her 
contributions, her shared pleasure in literature and poetry throughout her 
93 years, and the courage and 
humour that sustained her through an 
eventful life.  

After evacuation from her London 
family during World War II, she found 
work in photography. This led to her 
first meeting with her husband-to-be, 
Ivan Southall. Claimed at 18 by the 
Army, he was trained in mapping, 
tracking and maths, which led to his 
transfer to the RAAF and England. Joy 
was taking photographs to his office 
when she met his eyes for the first 
time. Their friendship soon grew and 
deepened. 

After their marriage they moved to 
Australia to settle in the Dandenongs 
where their pioneer cottage provided 
Joy with very little convenience to 
raise her four children while awaiting the new home. After some efforts at 
raising money to support them Ivan was soon able to depend entirely on 
his award-winning writing while Joy carried on the household and 
supported him. After twenty years of marriage she found herself alone 
with the children, then grandchildren. Ivan remarried. Too soon she was 
confronted by her gifted granddaughter Rachel’s tragic death, and later 
by the sad loss of her disabled daughter but rose above her grief with 
courage and perseverance. In time her other daughters supported her in 
their turn as the incapacities of aging slowed her down. She reverted to 
the Anglican church after the departure of her Methodist lay preacher 
husband, remaining a loyal and inspiring member of the church fellowship 
where her gift of compassion was deeply felt, conveyed often by her 
expressive face, without need for words.  

She will be greatly missed, but the echoes of her caring, her strength and 
her humour will roll from soul to soul among those who knew her. 
Dorothy	Williams	
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Time f l ies 
I can hardly believe that the baby 
in the deck chair, looking up so 
lovingly at me and with whom I 
am quite impressed, will have 
celebrated his 70th birthday by 
the time you read this. 

I had just arrived in Australia with 
my parents after a 6-week long 
journey by boat from Genoa. It is 
1949. My parents together with 
Jack’s parents had been displaced 
persons in Germany following a 

devastating war and as Holocaust survivors, most of their family 
members had been murdered and they had no homes to return to. I am 
still searching for my half-sister, my mother’s first child from her first 
marriage. There are mixed stories about what happened to her.  

So I was this miracle child. And it was from these courageous people that 
I gained my strengths (and vulnerabilities). I will always think of the 
survivors as heroes, constructing new lives as non-English speaking 
migrants, working to support their families and adjusting as best as 
possible to completely new circumstances. There was no PTSD counselling 
in those days. They just got on with it. Their resilience was amazing, even 
though they suffered with their demons behind closed doors. 

Our parents bought houses next to each other in East Bentleigh with 
money our fathers made black-marketeering immediately after the war. 
Jack and I grew up in the idyllic 50s, in and out of each other’s houses, 
sleeping over. Sometimes my parents went to his house to play cards at 
night and he would come over to sleep in my bed. We would scare the 
bejeebies out of each other by imagining lions and bears under the bed. 
We rode our bikes everywhere never telling our parents where we were 
going. We made cubbies in the back yard from old fly-wire screens, we 
climbed trees, went to 
Saturday afternoon 
matinees at the 
Bentleigh pictures, 
played with the other 
neighbourhood kids in 
the street, all before 
TV. He was often 
escaping to our house, 
banging on our door 
to be let in because 
his mum was chasing 
him with a shoe to 
smack him on the 
bum for some 
misdemeanour. 
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Then in the early 60s they moved away to a better house. It was a big 
loss. But our parents stayed friends so Jack and I, even as teenagers 
drifting apart a bit, still kept in contact. We have supported each other in 
many ways over the years through rocky relationships, marriages, health 
issues, our dear children, and the passing of our beloved parents whom 
we miss so very much. 

I have been so grateful and fortunate to have many valued friends from 
childhood, something you have to work at. As an only child, Jack was like 
my little brother. And he still is. But he is catching up. 
Anna	Gdanski	

Si lo art  

Jim and I set off to 
visit the Silo 
Art around the 
Benalla Area, and 
over to Rochester. 
It is thought that 
the first silo 
painted in North-
East Victoria was at 
Tungamah, a small 
town with a 
population 400 
or less.  

They have two silos, one a kookaburra, the other dancing brolgas on 
privately owned silos. Goorambat, an even smaller town of about 180 
inhabitants has three silos on the Railway siding, again privately owned, 
where Jimmy D'vate has painted a barking owl - one of Victoria's 
endangered species.  

On the other two, one has a team of 
horses and the other has a country 
scene. These pictures are painted 
using cherry pickers, and spray cans. 
They are quite stunning and in 
fantastic proportion. One volunteer 
selling fridge magnets and tea towels 
etc. said it has made a difference to 
the little town. All profits go to local 
community organizations such as CFA. 
Nearby, a local church has had a 
portrait of a young woman to symbolize nurturing, and comfort as an 
aspect of a female Holy Spirit.  The portrait, in itself is stunning, totally 
filling a wall of the church.  
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Devenish has three silos depicting a tribute to the local men and women 
of the area who fought in the two World Wars. The area has a local grain 
production and the pictures represent the farmers who left to go to war.  
St James is an area where GJ Coles had his first shop. These silos have 
all been painted in a sepia colour, portraiture of GJ Coles, and have been 
finished only the last month. Winton Wetlands has a Water tank painted 
to commemorate three volunteers from the area.  

Over to Rochester where Jimmy D'vate again has horses and a stunning 
Kingfisher with an entrapped fish in his beak. And, on another silo, a 
Sugar Glider. Wonderful artwork. 

More than that, a pleasing 
visual tour of the area 
looking at paintings that 
symbolise the region, 
drawing people in to the 
little towns, helping to bring 
more money into the areas 
when people stop for maybe 
just a cuppa or seek 
accommodation. We stopped 
in Tungamah, in an old hotel 

covered in wrought iron lacework - not a motel in sight, and had a 
pleasant evening meeting the locals, and hearing stories of the history of 
the tiny town. We thoroughly recommend a visit. 
Hilary	Thomas	

For the love of running 

In my younger years I would go for a 5 km jog and, even over that short 
distance, recall that feeling of euphoria one hears joggers describe – that 
sense of time lost and the feeling that one could keep running forever. 

But when I volunteered recently to help out at a marathon meet at 
Wilson’s Prom, that was a completely different scenario. It opened my 
eyes to a running culture of devotees who passionately train hard and 
compete with like-minded people. On the first day, there were 3 runs, the 
44 km, the 60 km and the 100 km. Runners set off at 7:00 am. I couldn’t 
cut enough watermelon, oranges and fruit cake for the runners to gorge 
themselves on upon their return. I know the course was up hill and down, 
along the shore, through the water at times. They all thought it was 
magnificent country to be running through. 

When they started coming in, there was mostly elation and exhilaration, 
although one guy did come in completely wasted. I think he had done the 
60 km. It didn’t take him long however to recover. 

When we returned the following morning we asked when the last 100 km 
runners had come in the previous night. We were told just before 
midnight so some had been running nearly 18 hours! And in the dark! 
Wearing a head torch! 
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I asked the female winner how it had been for her and she said it was 
great, except at night you couldn’t see the tree roots on the track, not to 
mention the occasional foraging wombat you would almost trip over. 

The last day saw the shorter runs, the 10 km and half marathon. 
Competitors were all shapes, sizes, ages and genders. A twelve-year-old 
kid ran the 10 km with his mum and beat her. Upon finishing, all red-
faced, he spread-eagled himself on the ground. A great sense of 
achievement… and relief. 

I asked myself why anybody would bother 
running 100 km. I guess once you run the 
half marathon, then the full, and you’ve 
then managed to pull off the 60, you just 
want to challenge yourself and create a 
new goal. And what a great sense of 
accomplishment that must be.  
Anna	Gdanski	

Emerald is  the town for me 

I know we're not near the sea   
But who needs an ocean 
When we've not any notion 
O needing more than the hills 
We are not dills 
We love our township 
Maybe it's not hip 
But everyone's friendly 
You don't have to be trendy 
Wear any old thing 
And add loads of bling 
Our shops are great 
You don't have to wait 
But more would be good 
But not just for food 
I like to walk  
As well as to talk 
But when there is rain 
I'd prefer flat terrain 
I look out my window 
Sometimes there's a rainbow 
But the trees are there always 
and the birds - yes the magpies 
And I can't help but think 
Living elsewhere I'd take to 
drink!  

Peg	Brown			Peg	is	one	of	our	senior	members	who	has	lived	in	Monbulk	for	the	past	9	years	
and	says	it’s	the	best	move	she	ever	made.	Peg	is	93	years	young.	
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Climate cris is  is  real  

Most of us agree that the climate 
crisis is real and needs action. Like 
many of you I’ve changed 
lightbulbs, use PT (mostly) and 
green electricity, lobby, give to 
ACF and Climate for Change, but 
when Bob Brown Foundation 
announced their Stop Adani 
Convoy I wanted to go.  

What was this?  Why drive 7000 
km – and add to emissions – to 
the middle of Queensland, turn around and come back? 

It’s media.  

Almost 40 years ago I, with many others, campaigned to save Tasmania’s 
‘last wild river’, the Franklin. Our aim was to build public awareness and 
put pressure on decision-makers via public meetings, lobbying, writing 
letters, media stunts. Many people (older) remember the blockade, which 
was crucial to putting the issue in the spotlight. 2000 people turned up 
over Christmas/New Year 1982, 1500 people got arrested 
and the media loved it, filling empty pages in a quiet 
news period. (Winning is a lot about luck.)  

The Stop Adani Convoy was like the blockade. Hundreds 
of Stop Adani groups around the country (eg Stop Adani 
Belgrave) have been working for years; the Convoy 

aimed to raise awareness of the issue 
before an election. And it needed people to 
go.  The flexibility of my being mostly 
retired meant it was easy for me.    

Was it worth it? It’s easy to say no given 
the election outcome.  But it did raise 
awareness and very importantly it 
supported local groups in North Queensland 
who organised the local events for the 
Convoy. For years they have campaigned 
for a “just transition” for coal miners to 
something else. (If Adani goes ahead new 
mines will follow - owned by someone 

called Clive Palmer and more by Gina Reinhart).  You can’t solve the 
climate crisis by opening new coal mines.  

We were welcomed to Clermont (the closest town to the mine site), by 
the Wangan Jangalingou people who are fighting to keep their cultural 
sites. Given all that they have lost already what would it feel like to lose 
these last places? Can we, as the invading power, ever understand this? 
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I doubt we shifted many votes against Labor given they refused to come 
out for or against Adani and had no transition policy.  At least The Greens 
had one: though it got no airtime.		 

Karen	Alexander	

From the Editor… 

Thank you to all our great newsletter contributors. 
It’s always great to get your feedback… 

Mac, Cheryl, Helen, Dale 

Oh… and guess how our Editor-in-Chief (our very own Mac) likes to spend 
his sunny winter ‘days off’… 

U3A – Live Learn Enjoy 




