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From the President 
The big event for all U3A Members has 
been leaving our home of the past 6 
years. It was a strange feeling, walking 
out of U3A House for the last time. We 
packed up most of our items of value and 
records on 23rd January and completed 
the task on 31st January as requested by 
Council. The final act was handing over 
the keys to Council on that day.  

On a brighter note, classes have 
commenced at St Joseph’s, the Emerald 
Evergreens, the Emerald RSL, Cockatoo 
Recreation Reserve Hall, the new Men’s 
Shed and other previously-used venues.  

We purchased a mobile WiFi device for St 
Joseph’s to provide internet access. Once 
again, the technology comes to our 
rescue. It seems we must keep up with 
developments if we are to continue to 
provide the learning and social 
experiences that are essential to U3A. 
We have found this one little device can 
provide internet access for up to 15 class 
members in Genealogy. St Joseph’s has 
proved to be an excellent venue, and we 
thank Marilyn Huber for her work in 
helping us settle in. 

At the Evergreens, it has been necessary 
to alter some class times to suit use by 
more than one activity at a time. A 
Memorandum of Understanding covering 
conditions of use is being drawn up, 
similar to that put forward for St Joseph’s. 
Our Vice President, Dale Allen, has done 
a lot of work in the background to ensure 
classes here proceed smoothly. 

We have established office facilities in a 
room generously provided by Gaye and 
Graham Dunstan. We are still in the 
process of properly setting up this facility. 

Our Program Co-ordinator, Mac Craig, 
and Dale Allen have had a huge job over 
the past few months, planning and 
scheduling classes at the various venues. 
Thanks to all the committee and tutors for 
helping in this demanding time. 

At the time of publishing this Newsletter, 
the U3A House and Emerald Hall site has 
been fenced and we understand that 
asbestos removal has commenced. 
Council called a meeting on 7th February 
to discuss necessary changes caused by 
cost increases. The major change is to 
cladding, but the philosophy driving the 
design will remain unchanged. All those 
attending the meeting supported the 
architect’s approach, which uses 
Emerald’s flora as the main influence on 
design and cladding of the new building. 

Our membership has fallen a little this 
year, but we hope past members will sign 
up again when they hear that it’s 
business as usual. 

Another major event has been the 
separate incorporation of the Emerald 
Men’s Shed. The Shed has been part of 
U3A for many years and has contributed 
much in that time. U3A wishes the Shed 
members every success as they embark 
on this new phase of their development. 
I’m sure we will continue to have a close 
relationship. 

With all that’s been happening, we have 
delayed the AGM until April. All members 
will receive notice of the date and agenda 
shortly. We have some Committee 
members retiring, so if you would like to 
join the Committee and help steer U3A in 
its future directions, please let us know. 

Live, learn, enjoy! 

Mal Bowmaker 
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Our Programs
The move to our new venues went off 
smoothly thanks to our hard working 
committee and very supportive tutors. 

We now use eleven different facilities—
Cockatoo Hall, Emerald Evergreens 
Senior Citizens Club, Emerald Arts 
Society, Chestnut Gardens, Kallista 
Community House, two private homes,  
St Joseph’s Catholic Church Hall, Gemco 
and the Emerald RSL. 

Smart TVs were installed at Chestnut 
Gardens and St Joseph’s, and multiple 
internet facilities were set up at 
Evergreens and St Joseph’s. 

This year we have welcomed a new tutor, 
Dr Bruce Richardson, a former professor 
who is leading the Toxicology, Pollution 
and the Environment course.  

Our numbers enrolled in Emerald U3A 
classes are as follows. Note that 
Genealogy and Italian have 3 classes 
(beginners, continuing and advanced), 
and French has classes at two levels. 

Photography 15 
Flowers Décor 6 
Needlework 10 
Patchwork 8 
Woodwork 10 
Photo Books 12 
Australian history 25 
Cosmology 15 
Current Affairs 25 
Genealogy (total) 28 
Gardening 30 
Art History 20 

Philosophy   25 
Bird Watching 10 
Toxicology   19 
Bushwalking  25 
Table Tennis  40 
Yoga  12 
French total)  20 
Italian (total)  38 
Spanish 12 
Book Group  12 
Creative Writing 12 
Botanical Art   20 

English Language and 
Literature 15 
Play Reading  3 
Read for Pleasure 5 
Book Issues 6 
Poetry  17 
Musicians 7 
OTH Singers 28 
Armchair Travel 14 
Cinema Classics 23 
Coffee Club 11 
Explore Victoria 11 
Art of Watercolour 10 

Mac Craig 
Program Co-ordinator 
m.craig01@bigpond.com
0425 789 556 
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News from our classes 

Art History 

How to look at and understand great art 

We began the course by considering 
ways of looking at works of art, which 
involved thinking about aspects such as 
presentation, subject matter, perspective, 
colour and line to name a few; then using 
them as ‘tools’ to consider various works 
of art. Our second week saw us studying 
the art of landscape painting using more 
‘tools’, which apply specifically to this 
artistic genre.  

During the weeks to come we will be 
studying sculpture, portraiture, 
printmaking and much more, using our 
newly acquired ‘tools’, all leading to the 
study of various aspects of great art from 
the Renaissance to Postmodernism in the 
weeks to follow. 

Helen Waring 
Book Issues Group 

The Book Issues Group has morphed 
from the Current Affairs group. The group 
selects an article or book, which usually 
relates to a current issue. Topics this year 
have included: 
• January: Without America—Hugh White,

Quarterly Essay.
• February: Dutton's Dark Victory—James

Button, The Monthly.
• March: Climate Change in Australia,

Collapse: How societies choose to fail or
succeed—Jarrod Diamond.

Welcome to Mary Padman who has 
joined our group. The Book Issues Group 
meets on the first Monday of each month 
at 9.15 at St Joseph's. You are most 
welcome to come along and participate 

Dick Bartley 

Poetry to Delight 

There are seventeen of us who meet 
monthly to share our love of poetry.  

Last month we explored some of WH 
Auden’s poems. If you have two minutes 
to spare, look at the iconic 2-minute film 
made for the British GPO in 1937 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmciuKsBOi
0&t=53s It shows the work on the night 
mail train rushing from London to 
Glasgow. Auden’s poem is read at 
breakneck speed to accompany the 
sound of the locomotive.  

In our last session we looked at the 
poetry of two Americans living a century 
apart, Emily Dickinson and Mary Oliver. 
We then listened to the incomparable 
voice of Richard Burton reading The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner. To illustrate 
this, we saw Gustave Dore’s wonderful 
drawings for this long narrative poem.  
Here’s one: 

Mac Craig 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmciuKsBOi0&t=53s
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Australian History 

This year we are using a textbook 
approach to discovering Australia's 
fascinating past. The book is Thomas 
Keneally’s, Australians: Origins to 
Eureka. Keneally tells history through the 
stories of the many people involved.  

Class members read a chapter before 
each session and we use this to discuss 
and learn about our history such as our 
first Australians, early European 
exploration in the South Pacific and first 
European settlement. 

The second hour of the lesson is usually 
devoted to some current historic 
happening. On 26 February, a class 
member Barry O'Neill arranged for 
Russell Incoll to give us a talk and 
presentation on Burke and Wills. Russell 
has followed the same route and did get 
back! 

We have also had a review of a recent 
book about Banjo Paterson's life, which 
included a rendition of the Geebung Polo 
Club. 

Dick Bartley 
Explore Victoria 

In February, a small group of us spent a 
lovely day in the city. We particularly 
enjoyed our visit to the heritage-listed 
Mission to Seafarers building, followed by 
lovely Thai food for lunch and a pleasant 
walk alongside the riverbank to the 
station for our homeward journey.  

In March, we immersed ourselves in 
some aspects of Melbourne’s history via 
the informative displays in the Old 
Treasury Building, then walked through 
the Treasury and Fitzroy Gardens and 
spent time in the Conservatory. The 
beautiful begonias fascinated us all. 

Maureen Trotter 

The Art of Water Colour 

We are still an enthusiastic group of 
artists, averaging about eight people per 
session.  

We are delighted with our new venue at 
St Joseph’s Church Hall. It is very 
comfortable and easy to access, and 
Marilyn, the Church representative, has 
been most helpful and welcoming. 
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One small item of news is how I have 
been invited to paint a mural with figures 
on at the new Men’s Shed down the lane 
opposite Woolworth’s Supermarket. The 
new facility is very big, and members of 
Men’s Shed Emerald are obviously 
enjoying their new home. 

For general information, please see the 
painting that I have done now on the front 
of the shed. It is very big and certainly 
brightens it up with character.  

Please drop by and see their new home 
sometime; you will be warmly welcomed. 
The wall size is 3 meters high by 10 
meters long. 

Patchwork Group 

Well another year has begun and we 
have had a few changes put upon us. We 
began our new year in a new venue, MY 
HOUSE! I think everyone will be very 
comfortable here as there is plenty of 
room for all to spread out and if anyone 
needs anything they have forgotten to 
bring; I just have to go to my sewing room 
to solve the problem.  

Class started with a show and tell and I 
am very proud of Jill Lightfoot for 
completing her quilt. It looks lovely, she 
should be very proud that she has pieced 
and quilted the project herself. Norma is 
now doing the same with her quilt and 
doing a fabulous job. It was nice to have 
Michele back, and all the other familiar 
faces as well. I hope this year to teach 
some new skills to the class so they can 
challenge themselves in this wonderful 
area of creativity.  

Karen Black 

Ted orton 
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English Language and Literature 

Our class has got off to a flying start with 
three new members joining us on a 
Monday morning.  

We have discovered some wonderful 
medieval Japanese essays, which have 
much relevance for our own times, and 
we read and were spooked by the classic 
short story The Monkey’s Paw and 
chuckled over the wonderful names of 
many Dickens characters while reading 
about the real Fagin. 

A ‘Not So Trivial Pursuit’ session was 
enjoyed in a spirit of friendly rivalry. (No 
one came to blows, although two 
members were threatened with 
detentions for calling out answers.) 

Laurie has been guiding us through Bill 
Bryson’s hilarious book Notes from a 
Small Island that has caused lots of 
laughter and has been thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 

My thanks to all class members for their 
interest and enthusiasm. 

Kay Craig 

Botanical Art 

The Botanical Art Class has settled into 
new premises at the Emerald Arts 
Society, and is enjoying a very 
comfortable and welcoming venue.  

My thanks to our committee for 
organising such a suitable place for us to 
work in.  

Lots of lovely drawings and paintings are 
being created and we all enjoy our 
afternoons together. 

Kay Craig 

Pollution, Toxicology and the 
Environment 

Our highly enthusiastic group of nineteen 
trainee ecotoxicologists has now survived 
three sessions of this new U3A course.   

As their tutor, I couldn’t be more 
pleased—this is a group eager to learn 
about pollution and toxicology, who ask 
questions, make comments, and who all 
appear to be enjoying ‘something 
completely different’. 

So far, we have waltzed through a history 
of toxicology, scrutinized the problems 
involved in environmental measurements 
and their interpretation, and dabbled in 
the murky waters of naturally occurring 
toxicants.  

In the coming weeks, we will be looking at 
a veritable smorgasbord of modern 
environmental problems—from the 
influences of mercury and lead on our 
lives, to how past use of the ‘legacy 
contaminants’ (such as DDT and PCBs) 
has resulted in world-wide pollution 
during our current era; from the tragic 
effects of two ‘environmental disasters’, to 
the modern dilemma of plastics. Not to 
mention the implications of climate 
change, and the suite of new chemicals 
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that have been entering our environments 
unheard of by anyone, let alone the news 
media. 

It’s an exciting course, and I’m having 
enormous fun being ‘behind the lectern’ 
again!  Thanks to everyone who has 
commented so positively—I’m looking 
forward to our next seven sessions! 

Dr Bruce Richardson 

Like to improve your writing skills? 

This course aims to help anyone wishing 
to improve one or more of the following: 
spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

We will not be doing this with exercises 
from textbooks, but using the students' 
own writing pieces. So, if you already like 
to write or would like to start 
writing anything at all (such as family 
history memoirs, short stories, poetry), 
but are concerned about gaps in your 
written skills, you might like to try this 
class. It does not operate in opposition to 
Stuart's Creative Writing class.  

It does not matter if you have never 
written anything creative, or have done so 
many moons ago. 

The tutor was an experienced primary 
school teacher who later became a 
teacher of basic literacy for adults. He is 
also an experienced proofreader, and 
taught English as a second language in 
Melbourne and China. He loves creative 
writing, mainly having a go at plays and 
short stories.  

Peter Saunders is offering this course 
next term at Chestnut Gardens. To enrol, 
please go to the Emerald U3A website at 
https://u3aemerald.org.au/courses/ and 
look for 'Improve your writing skills'.

Reading for Pleasure 

Yes, we have found a great place to meet 
each month—Emerald Library.  
It’s the 
perfect 
place to 
exchange 
books 
and check 
them out 
straight 
away. 

February and March both saw a gathering 
of five members, but we would love a few 
more to join our group.  

A wide selection of books has been 
shared—from the heavily-researched 
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind 
documenting the development of the 
human race; to some compelling fiction 
such as two novels by Jessie Burton, 
The Muse and The Miniaturist; The Good 
People by Hannah Kent; and a crime 
novel, Rain Dogs by Adrian McKinty.  

Also, last month, I couldn’t resist reading 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society—the title alone had to be 
investigated. And it was a really good 
read too. Try it. There’s a huge range of 
reading material, something for everyone, 
with lots of ideas for us all to discover 
new books, or you can just sit back and 
enjoy listening. 

If you can find an hour or two to spare on 
the first Thursday of each month, please 
join us in Emerald Library. We would love 
to increase our group to ten people; at 
present we have six members. It doesn’t 
matter whether you are an avid reader or 
an occasional one. Bring along a book 
you have enjoyed or just turn up and let 
the rest of the group share their favourite 
read of the month. You might be inspired 
to try something new. 

Kathy Smith 

https://u3aemerald.org.au/courses/
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Gardening Group 

Such an exciting beginning to our 
Gardening Group year. We have been 
thrilled to have had increased numbers at 
both our meetings. It is so easy to find 
someone to chat to as we all share a 
common interest.  

In February, we visited Jane’s garden. 
The garden is terraced, making it easy 
walking so we were able to enjoy the 
colour of her many well-grown and varied 
plants and gaze across distant views. A 
pleasant afternoon tea under a vine laden 
gazebo rounded off a lovely afternoon. 

March found us in Sassafras at Inge and 
Mike’s garden. They collect and 
propagate plants and we were amazed at 
their knowledge and what they manage to 
grow. So much to teach us.  

In April we will be trying our hand at 
propagation both by seed and cuttings. 
The gardens are suffering from this long, 
dry spell, but our gardens are still able to 
create a show that encourages all 
gardeners to keep watering and plan 
great things for when the weather breaks. 

Edith Colley 

Some thoughts on Philosophy 

Our Philosophy class continues to 
stimulate, stretch and confuse us as we 
grapple with all the theories and ‘isms’.  

Personally I'm so pleased to learn that 
Socrates said ‘the only thing I know is 
that I know nothing’.  It makes me feel 
ever so much better. Today we tackled 
the Philosophy of Beauty. Is beauty 
subjective or objective? Something to 
ponder when chewing on your morning 
Weeties. 

Neil McDonald 

Philosophy is a quest for me to find out 
more about rational thinking, concepts 
and why human kind yearns for a higher 
plane of existence. Today the discussion 
of beauty has raised issues as to whether 
beauty is one of perception, or whether 
we inherently use our senses, memories 
evoked by odours, or hearing or 
associations with happy times. To me, 
beauty is an integrated association of 
perceiving beauty in people’s craft and 
fine painting or creativity as in music, or 
as in nature, but it is enhanced with 
education and knowledge gained along 
life’s journey. Hence a baby would 
perceive movement, colour, and sound 
but not be able to acknowledge its impact 
more than objectively. But humankind is 
structured to not just do cave painting to 
mark the time or event, but to have 
graduation to depth, perception, 
movement and appreciation of the finer 
things of life.  

Philosophy is helping me to gain further 
knowledge in the pursuit of happiness, life 
and death, and other worldly things, I 
cannot articulate. 

Fay Hatton 

The Philosophy of Religion, the 
Philosophy of Kant, the Philosophy of 
Aesthetics: this is how we have begun the 
new year and the great thing is that even 
though I have met them before in my 
three-year attendance at this philosophy 
class, each one is so complex that it is as 
though I am meeting them anew.  

I particularly enjoy the discursive nature 
of philosophy, there being no finite 
answers to philosophical questions, which 
means that we are all free to draw our 
own conclusions.  

Helen Waring 
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Why learn French at 84? 

I began learning French in 1946 at an 
elite high school for would be scientists, 
mathematicians, engineers and doctors 
etc. To give us some language 
experience, we were placed in either a 
French or German language class. There 
was no choice as to which.  
At the end of 1948, the course 
terminated. The senior school set a fixed 
curriculum of Maths (2 strands) Physics, 
Chemistry and English. All of which were 
compulsory. We also took an elective 
such as Mechanics and Technical 
drawing. So it’s been 70 years since I 
parley voused. 

So why take it now? 
1) The concept of brain training in an

unfamiliar subject.
2) My daughter Penni (one of three)

studied Advanced French at high
school and university. She often
travels to la belle France and is a
skilled communicator in the language.
It’s my wish to exchange some written
dialogue at sometime :-)

3) Our class has an excellent tutor in
Jean-Marc Lopez who strives to make
the course both interesting and
relevant.

NB. My family name came from passe de 
mere (across the sea) Think the Norman 
invasion – En garde! les enfants terribles. 

Brian Passmore 

Genealogy 
I joined the U3A Genealogy group in 
2016. The regular working sessions, led 
by Hilary, have helped me move from 
being a well meaning trawler of internet 
sites to a better informed and better 
organised detective of my family stories. 
The more I work on it, the more questions 
I have in search of an answer.   

My maternal grandfather, Andrew, was 
born in Tasmania. On both his maternal 
and fraternal sides there are convict 
ancestors as well as free settlers. 
Andrew’s great grandmother, Ann, on his 
mother’s side was transported to Hobart 
and ended up at the Cascades Female 
Factory in the late 1830s.  
The documentation of her transportation 
and of her imprisonment in Tasmania was 
easy to find thanks to a volunteer Hobart 
group called the Female Convicts 
Research 
https://www.femaleconvicts.org.au They 
maintain a database of all the female 
convicts who ended up in Tasmania. 
Apart from documenting their 
imprisonment they are also interested in 
the lives they led on their pardon or ticket 
of leave release. In doing this they work 
with another volunteer group, Founders & 
Survivors http://foundersandsurvivors.org/ 
In May last year, I went to Hobart with a 
friend to attend a seminar in the Hobart 
Town Hall hosted by the FCRC. The 
presentations ranged from analysis of 
data related to the convicts’ origin and 
imprisonment through to stories specific 
to some of the women and the children 
that they brought with them to the colony 
or had once they arrived. Their work has 
helped me better understand the life of 
my great grandmother’s grandmother and 
also of my other ancestors who were 
similarly in Tasmania at that time. 
My recent interest/obsession has been to 
plot the locations of my ancestors at 5-
year (or less) intervals, particularly the 
Tasmanian connection. Many of them 
seem to have moved freely between 
Tasmania and Victoria—and I want to 
know when, and why they moved here 
and then back to Tasmania (and often 
back here again) and where they went in 
both States. Ann’s family seemed to have 
moved to Victoria before the gold rush; 
others of the clan seem to have joined 
them later in the search of gold.  

https://www.femaleconvicts.org.au
http://foundersandsurvivors.org/
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Ann’s husband is buried in Ballarat and 
she is buried in Beaconsfield Tasmania. 
Finding the shipping records is tricky,  
as there seems to have been private 
schemes such as the Geelong and 
Portland Bay Immigration Society as well 
as general passenger freight across Bass 
Strait.  

Two repositories have been helpful in my 
search, the Public records office of 
Victoria and Trove 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/?q= which is a 
brilliant archive of resources such as 
newspapers, general records, and 
photographs. I still need to get into local 
government records, census data and 
electoral rolls—and probably many other 
things that I am yet to discover. 
All suggestions of where to look are 
welcome. 

Anne Deschepper 

Over the Hills Singers 

The new year has started with a new 
venue whilst the Hub is thinking about 
being built. The Emerald Evergreens hall 
is pleasant and has an excellent nearly 
100 year-old piano, which has been 
tuned. We lift up her skirts to reveal the 
previous pianola, which has been 
restored as an ordinary upright and is a 
very classy instrument. Gaye plays it with 
gusto. 

We’ve ironed out the routine for setting up 
in the hall. Although we have to carefully 
fold back the green ‘turf’ mats for the 
Indoor bowls the next day, it’s not too 
much trouble, and we place the chairs 
carefully on the floor below the stage in a 

semi-circle to seat all the singers. Mal 
and Michele fortuitously being in 
Shepparton recently, found a sturdy stand 
in Aldi for quite a paltry amount, which we 
urged them to buy. It’s just right for the 
conductor’s music. 

At this stage we are averaging about 20 
at the sessions and everyone is in good 
voice, although we are in need of tenors. 
(Bill insists that he is only a fiver, but he 
and Mal valiantly battle on with the help of 
an excellent female tenor who helps them 
out when necessary. Thanks, Ros!)  

Calling all bathroom tenors—we need 
you!! We have some wonderful basses, 
an excellent alto section and some 
sopranos who are spiritedly striving to 
soar into the stratosphere. We will attack 
this ozone layer with more vocal 
exercises to reach those top notes. (Oh, 
for the voice of a boy soprano!) But it’s 
fun! 

The conducting is being shared between 
Anne, Graham and Ros, which makes the 
burden much lighter for each and gives 
the singers a variety of styles and 
techniques. Graham and Ros, who are 
experienced members of the Monash 
Chorale, bring aspects of singing, 
experience of good conducting skills and 
musical knowledge to the benefit of our 
members. 

The importance of relaxation, proper 
breathing (which is the basis of good 
singing), vocal exercises and warm-ups 
(tongue-twisters, rounds to help with clear 
diction and harmonising), are all briefly 
practised at the beginning of each 
session. Then we launch into part-singing 
with Graham or Ros (depending on the 
song chosen) and when necessary we 
split separate groups of men and women 
to learn the parts of a new song.  

Cascades Female Factory 
Factory Factory

http://trove.nla.gov.au/?q=
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Persistence and practice has paid off and 
we are coming together nicely, so that 
now we can hear ourselves really 
harmonising beautifully in some lovely 
songs.  

At this stage we are still building up our 
repertoire. This is varied and Michele acts 
as our librarian keeping everything in 
order so that she is able to hand out 
copies to anyone who needs to add to 
their folders. We usually finish a session 
on a happy note so that everyone goes 
away humming or whistling a song.  It is a 
friendly, relaxed group of music lovers; a 
friendly group who do not take 
themselves too seriously, but we can 
have fun whilst really enjoying letting forth 
with our voices—over the hills of 
Emerald. 

Anne Taylor 

Cinema Classics 
3rd Monday of the month at 1:00 pm 

As most of you know, Cinema Classics is 
a monthly showing of an older movie 
together with a selection of short films 
from a wide variety of genres and 
sources. 

Members of the class have been treated 
to a splendid array of films this year, 
concentrating mostly on comedies from 
the 1950s and early 1960s. 

Each group member is encouraged to 
give a rating at the end of the class to the 
movie they have just seen. So far this 
year the lowest rated film received 4.3 
stars and the two highest rated films 
received 4.7 stars. Our last movie, 
Genevieve, scored 4.7 stars from our 
members. 

Members are encouraged to make 
suggestions for future films and short 
subjects for the support program.  
If they are available I will try to program 
them in the future. 

If you are not already a member of the 
group please come along and share in 
the fun.  

We meet on the third Monday of the 
month at the Gem Theatre in  
Kilvington Drive Emerald at 1:00 pm, and 
usually finish at about 4:00 pm. 

Our next film, coming up on 16th April to 
coincide with Anzac Day, will be Charles 
Chauvel’s classic flag waver from 1949, 
Forty Thousand Horsemen.  

Dale Allen 
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Astronomical and Cosmological 
Ideas 

At our first session on 27 February we 
had to catch up on the fantastic series of 
new discoveries and developments that 
occurred while we were not meeting. We 
discussed the over three thousand 
planets that have been discovered 
orbiting around stars in and out of our 
galaxy over the past few years. We 
looked at photos from NASA’s Mission 
Juno exploring the planet Jupiter orbiting 
our star, Sol and photos of rapidly moving 
galactic gas clouds. 

Among the NASA images of our own 
planet, we examined one that had current 
political significance. Shown below is a 
Google satellite map of North Korea on 
the left and on the right a NASA night-
time photo of roughly the same region. 
The NASA picture speaks for itself (no 
need for me to waste 1,000 words). 

Note: The next session of Astronomical 
and Cosmological Ideas on 27 March is 
cancelled. An unavoidable set of 
circumstances prevents me from being 
able to lead it. I apologise for the 
inconvenience and disruption. 

Martin Buoncristiani



Emerald U3A Armchair 
Travel 
2018 began on 7th February with a 
wonderful and very interesting 
presentation by Geoff Hume on his 
travels, with a focus on Namibia 
and South Africa. This was 
followed by Karen Alexander’s 
insight into Kangaroo Island and 
the MacDonnell Ranges in 
South Australia.    

Plans for subsequent 
presentations include India and 
Wild Europe with Noel Gross, 
the Camino de Santiago by bike 
(Barry O’Neill), Japan (Maisie 
Wrigley), Cycling Oz (Colin 
Abbott), Maria Island (Stuart 
Hodgson), A Single-malt Whisky tour 
(Andrew Cliff), plus Antarctica (Mal 
Owen).   

Armchair Travel welcomes new 
members who might like to share their 
travel experiences, plus the chance to 
have a chat with others over a cuppa. 

Malcolm Owen 

Antarctic	peninsula	
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Member contributions 
Why I am not an elitist opera snob 

'Music is your own experience, your 
thoughts, your wisdom'  
Charlie Parker—Jazz legend. 

No music is more 'valid' than any other; 
whether it is jazz, folk, rock, opera, rap, or 
any of the other manifestations of music 
all around the world. Some play, some 
sing, some enjoy. 

The music we like is often determined by 
social factors and might even depend on 
where one was born. Some people enjoy 
Indian ragas; some don't. 

People who know me well are aware that 
I am a very keen operagoer with lots of 
operas under my belt (several seen more 
than ten times in the last 40 years). I have 
been on the committee of the Richard 
Wagner Society in Victoria; broadcast 
opera programs for Melbourne's classical 
music station, 3MBS; and I am a 
benefactor of Melbourne Opera 
(fortunately, as an Aged Pensioner their 
'benefactor' threshold is set very low—but 
I still get great satisfaction from 
supporting them). But my love of opera 
doesn't make me elitist. I truly believe that 
opera is no greater a music form than any 
other type of music. 

In Australia there has been a smell of 
elitism about opera, but this is gradually 
breaking down. In contrast, in Europe, 
especially in Italy, opera is mere 
entertainment. Every town worth its salt 
has its opera house, or similar venue, to 
which people flock with nary a thought 
that they are indulging in some elitist 
escapade. Nor do they bother to 'dress'. 

Certainly there are the great opera 
houses as well, like La Scala in Milan, the 
Bavarian State Opera, the Richard 
Wagner Festspiele in Bayreuth, the 

Vienna State Opera and so on, where 
one is expected to 'dress'. They are 
expensive to attend and people, 
especially women, are proud to show off 
their wonderful (and expensive) clothes. 

When I was studying at London 
University in the early 1980s, I was a 
regular at the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden. Most people 'dressed', 
but I never wore more than a cardigan (I 
don't own a suit!) and nobody threatened 
to eject me. When I returned a couple of 
years ago almost everyone wore casual 
clothes (lots of jeans included) with nary a 
suit in sight. Opera elitism has almost run 
its course even in that great opera house. 

In Australia one only needs to wear what 
is comfortable. Ties for men are well on 
the way out. I once wore my Melbourne 
Football Club jumper to the State Theatre 
(in protest against the inclusion of a 
particular opera in the repertoire). All that 
got me was discussions with other 
patrons about the Demon's chances that 
year! 

There are three main opera companies 
presenting opera in Melbourne, but there 
are some other companies that also 
mount operas, and Gilbert and Sullivan.  
Melbourne Opera does three operas a 
year, with three performances of each in 
town, and a fourth performance at the 
Robert Blackwood Hall at Monash 
University (easily accessible for us) at 
half the price of the Melbourne 
performances. I often see Emeraldites 
there. I recently took David Greenaway to 
Richard Wagner's 'Tristan and Isolde' and 
got him a free ticket from the director! On 
one occasion at Monash I wore my 
favourite Pink Floyd T-shirt. 

Bill Pell 
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A wet Autumn in Europe 

How quickly six weeks pass when you 
travel overseas. Blythe and I have now 
settled back at home after first visiting the 
Outer Hebrides (western isles of 
Scotland). 

My motivation for visiting these Isles was 
from a letter written by an ancestor in 
1960 telling of her life on Barra. In 
planning our trip, I discovered other 
ancestors who had come from other 
islands in the group—North Ulst in
particular, so they were calling me to walk 
where they had walked so long ago. 

Our arrival on Barra by small plane from 
Glasgow was subject to tides because 
the airport and runway is the beach. Soon 
we were travelling through these barren, 
yet beautiful islands envisaging life in the 
1860s with its remoteness and isolation. 

From Stornaway on the island of Lewis, 
we flew to Bergen, a beautiful city of old 
timber buildings. From here we boarded 
the Nordlys for six days sailing along the 
coast of Norway to Kirkenes in the north 
above the Arctic Circle. 

We disembarked at Stavanger Fjord to 
travel by bus up zigzag roads over the 
mountains to meet the ship at the next 
port of call. Then we flew to France where 
we were spending two weeks with French 
friends in Brittany and Normandy. 

A feature of Normandy is the expanse of 
limestone cliffs (similar to the white cliffs 

of Dover), which stretch more than 100 
kilometres along the Normandy coast.  

What a wonderful time we had with 
Marie-Jose and Pascal visiting so many 
beautiful towns and villages. We were 
also fortunate to visit Paris to catch up 
with my Godson and his family (from 
Belgium) and Swiss friends who also 
came to Paris to see us. 

One special place we visited was Claude 
Monet’s garden at Giverny—so beautiful
even on a rainy day.  

Then it was journeying home via New 
Delhi for three days of culture shock. 
Electrical wiring is not to the standard we 
know and traffic is most chaotic – to put it 
mildly.  

There were no cows on the streets of 
Delhi, which was a surprise and we were 
told they had been moved to farmlands 
outside the city to clear the streets.  

However, when we went to Agra to visit 
the Taj Mahal, we saw the true India – 
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dogs and cows everywhere, muddy 
roads, chaos and a very poor standard of 
buildings.  

Typical of our time away, wet weather 
followed us and the monsoon hit as we 
drove to Agra and the Taj Mahal. In spite 
of this, we felt so privileged to join 
thousands visiting this monument to love. 
So many wonderful experiences, friends 
to meet and a safe return home. 

Karleen Osborne 
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A Tribute to John Burs Dudley 

1931–2018 

Born in Shanghai, John came to 
Melbourne with his mother and brother 
just before the attack on Pearl Harbor. He 
was educated at Box Hill High school and 
Carey Grammar. At the age of 20 he 
joined the Navy’s aircrew as an observer, 
training in the UK and in the 
Mediterranean.  

He met his wife June in England while 
learning to fly. They married in Melbourne 
in 1953. John volunteered to undergo 
Chinese language training at the RAAF 
School of Languages at Point Cook. He 
researched China’s politics, economy and 
military and studied Mandarin, Cantonese 
and Vietnamese. After leaving the Navy 
he also worked for the department of 
defence for three years taking the whole 
family with him to Hong Kong. 

John made a career change in 1967, 
joining Radio Australia where he became 
supervisor of the Chinese section, 
broadcasting to a huge audience in China 
and South East Asia. While at Radio 
Australia, with his devoted staff, he went 
on to build a paramount Chinese 
language service in the region. John later 
became controller of Radio Australia 
supervising all of the ABC’s overseas 
language services.  

John continued his association with the 
Navy for many years, achieving the rank 
of Commander in the Naval Reserve and 
heading up Naval intelligence at HMAS 
Lonsdale in Melbourne. He always kept in 
touch with many of his colleagues after 
he retired in 1988. 

John and June came to Emerald in 1989. 
He was devoted family man and a lover 
of birds and animals especially his dogs. 
He loved his garden, growing vegetables 
and also cooking. John had a strong 
social conscience as evidenced by the 
many letters he wrote to the editor!  

John had a passion for art, and was a 
notable artist winning the AME Bale 
award for watercolour, and a Camberwell 
Rotary prize for oils, as well as many 
other prizes for his paintings. He was a 
member of the prestigious Twenty 
Melbourne Painters. After coming to 
Emerald John joined the Emerald Arts 
Society in the early 1990s. Over the 
ensuing years he served as President, 
Committee Member and supporter of the 
Society. He was made a life member of 
the society. He was eager to share his 
skills and nurture artists through his many 
classes, and he was a talented and 
inspirational teacher who was loved and 
admired by all he taught. 

John was studying French at U3A 
classes, which he enjoyed very much; he 
would often be seen at the local library. 
He was also on a number of community 
committees over the ensuing years. 
John had a great sense of humour, loved 
entertaining his many friends and family, 
‘Time for a sherbert, the sun is over the 
yardarm’ he would say. 

He leaves a wonderful legacy and will be 
sadly missed by everyone associated 
with him. He leaves behind his wife June, 
three sons, their wives, one daughter and 
eleven grandchildren. 

Chris Britton 
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Une Petite Histoire 

For the past two years Mal and I were 
privileged to attend the U3A French 
classes given by Jean Marc Lopez. Our 
friend John Dudley was an enthusiastic 
member of the class and spoke and 
understood French very well.  

At the end of each class Jean Marc would 
invite us to prepare ‘une petite histoire’—a 
little story—to read to the class the 
following week. John arrived at class one 
week with his little story in the form of a 
recipe for soup made from Jerusalem 
artichokes—topinambours. Each member 
of the class was given a beautifully 
written and decorated copy of the recipe 
as John was a renowned artist as well as 
a linguist, and each recipe was 
accompanied by a bag of artichokes from 
John’s garden. This is only one small 
example of the generosity and kindness 
shown to others by John.  

He never came to our house without 
something from his garden or pantry, 
usually accompanied by a story told with 
his wicked sense of humour, and right 
now we are harvesting tomatoes from the 
plants he gave us shortly before he died.  

We will miss him very much. He was a 
man of so many talents and 
accomplishments.  

The U3A community and the whole 
Emerald community are much poorer for 
his passing. 

Michele Bowmaker 

Vale Paul Gracie 

I am sorry to have to pass on the sad 
news that our friend and past fellow U3A 
member Paul Gracie died on 
10th December following a heart attack 
whilst walking his dog. He and his wife 
Margaret chose to move from Emerald to 
the warmer and beautiful Nambucca 
Heads last year. Paul was popular 
member of the U3A Photography group 
for many years. He was also the 
inaugural treasurer of the Hills 
Photographic Society, which met regularly 
at U3A House. We send our heart-
felt condolences to Margaret. 

Per Paul Bianco 

And… a note from the editor 

A big thank you to all of you who 
submitted articles so soon after my late 
appeal.  

Brought to you with much valued help 
from Helen Waring and Cheryl Padgett. 

Mac Craig 
Newsletter Editor 


