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President’s Report 
 
Each time Mac reminds me that my report for the Newsletter is due, I can’t believe another 
3 months have gone by. Time seems to pass so quickly these days & that’s partly a reflection 
of U3A keeping us busy. We wouldn’t have it any other way. 
The big news this month is the final go-ahead for the Hills Hub. The architects, Mantric 
Architecture, are now into detailed design work & are having meetings with all stakeholders, 
including U3A & Men’s Shed. Cardinia Shire Council has generously contributed an additional 
$1M to the budget which is now $7.2M. The layout will be based on Scenario 4, the option 
chosen by the community, with some changes that have produced more floor area for several 
spaces. The multipurpose area, or main hall, has been increased from 240 to 264 m2. There 
are now 5 areas available for meetings & classes & additional storage has been provided. 
There are generous administration & reception areas. The workshop area for the Men’s Shed 
& other similar activities has been increased to 196m2. 
Demolition of existing buildings is planned to start in February next year with construction 
complete around April/May 2019. Mantric have been assessing the impact on the site of what 
will be a large building & are looking at various profiles & cladding materials to soften the 
exterior. As more information comes to hand, we will make sure our members are kept 
informed. 
In the past 3 months, Joy Franks organised a First Aid Course run by St John’s Ambulance. This 
covered first aid techniques, CPR & use of the defibrillator. We successfully applied for 
funding to contribute to Men’s Shed uniforms, to computer equipment for Men’s Shed & to 
continued development of our website & publicity material. 
As previously advised, we have changed our email address after ongoing problems with the 
provider. Our address is now: 
emeraldu3a@gmail.com 
We have had advice from U3A Victoria that they are holding licences to cover copyright for 
photocopying of material for educational use & also for copying of music. Tutors should be 
aware there are restrictions on the coverage of these licences & copying should be limited to 
class use only. 
Meantime, our classes continue with good support. At this time of year, some members take 
the opportunity to travel, seeking warmer weather elsewhere. If you are, bon voyage! To 
members staying at home, enjoy your classes. Why not try a new class? History of Art, Fairy 
Tales & Fables, Beginners French, Reading for Pleasure & The Issues Book Club all have space 
for more members. Our membership has reached a new record at 314, but we estimate that 
is less than 15% of people in our area who could join U3A. So if you have a friend or neighbour 
who would enjoy our company, suggest they come along. They will be made most welcome. 
 
Mal Bowmaker 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:emeraldu3a@gmail.com
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Your Committee Of Management 
 

 
 

 
From the left, Paul Bianco, Mal Bowmaker, Tom Connolly, Dale Allen, Alan Zubek, Kerry 
Willis, Pat Buoncristiani, Helen Waring, Mac Craig, Maureen Trotter, Ray Schmidt, Joy Franks 
 
Committee meet monthly to report on and discuss U3A Emerald matters such as finances and 
assets, publicity and marketing, program coordination, coming events, accommodation for 
classes, facilitation of tutors’ requirements, membership and so on. They donate many hours, 
not only in meetings but also in carrying out their specific responsibilities. I know we all 
appreciate the good work they do on our behalf.  
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Notes from the course coordinator 
We currently have forty classes running. You can see them listed on our web site but if you 
don’t use a computer here they are listed below. Subjects and time and place are also listed 
on our outside notice board at U3A House.  
 
Art History 
Botanical Art 
Painting 
Photography 
Flowers For The Home 
Mens Shed 
Needlework 
Patchwork 
Working with Wood 
Australian History 
Cosmology & Astronomy 
Current Affairs 
Genealogy * 3 classes 
Philosophy 
Table Tennis 
Yoga 
Bushwalking 

 
Scrabble 
Spanish 
Book Group 
Creative Writing 
Language & Literature 
Fairy Tales and Fables 
Play Reading 
Poetry For Pleasure 
Reading For Pleasure 
The Issues Book Club 
Armchair Travel 
Cinema Classics 
Coffee Club 
Exploring Victoria 
Gardening 
Over The Hills Singers 
 

French * 2 classes 
Italian  * 3 classes 
 
A very successful full day First Aid Class was held recently and a new class.  
A Public Speaking class will be offered in August starting on 11/08/17.  
 
A few reminders 
 
Name Badges  
You should wear your name badge at all times while attending U3A Emerald classes or when 
you are on the premises of any of our venues. If you can’t find yours, please let me know so I 
can help you.  
Wearing your name badge means that you belong to U3A Emerald. It also gives us instant 
information in the event of us needing to contact your emergency contact person. 
Change of enrolment or contact details 
If you wish to make a change in your contact details you can do this on line by using your 
membership number and password. Once you have logged in, go to Edit My Details: this will 
take you to the screen where you can edit your personal details. Don’t forget to save your 
changes. If you wish to select a new class, log in and go to View Courses and you can make 
your selection by ticking the relevant box. Don’t forget to confirm your choices. You will 
receive an email advising that you are accepted into the class or waitlisted. 
                                                                                                                                                    Mac Craig 
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News from around the classes 
 
 

The ‘Over The Hills Singers’ choir is flourishing, except that we need some more 

sopranos - which is most unusual as many choirs have a plethora of sops and altos. We have 
a lovely lot of basses (having welcomed two more recently) and now the tenors have built up 
it’s giving a great depth to the singing. Everything is running very smoothly and we are 
enjoying the use of the music room in the Emerald Secondary College. 
 
Of course, with the age group, members are often gallivanting around Australia or the world, 
or off to check up on their grandchildren or house/puppy/cat/baby-sitting for someone or 
other, so people waft in and out of rehearsals. But we have a solid core with our capable 
accompanist, Gaye and her husband Graham who is a steady, sturdy, staunch, stable, sensible 
bass and others who are loyal songsters. 
 
We have a committee which has been formed to help run the choir with various tasks such 
as: photocopying (when permitted), choosing songs, seeking venues and audiences, and 
seeking a submission from the Cardinia Shire to help with funding for a keyboard which we 
can use for practice and performance if necessary. 
 
It has been decided that we will have a leader for each group - the sopranos, altos, tenors and 
basses. This will help with learning when we divide for special practising of the parts and the 
leaders of each group can fortify the imprinting of the harmonies. 
 
Gaye, our accompanist is offering extra learning sessions for those who wish to improve their 
music reading skills. This makes a huge difference and as the members become more familiar 
with the tunes, the songs are sung with so much more fervour and/or sensitivity. 
 
We have just circulated a survey to find out what each person thinks about being a member 
of the OTHS. So far the feedback is that it is very good for one’s physical and mental health 
and is good fun as well. 
 
We have some vacancies for SOPRANOS ESPECIALLY, but anyone who loves to sing is 
welcome as long as you are a U3A member. No age limit - up or down. 
 
We are also seeking PIANISTS who could fill in for the anticipated 5-week absence of Gaye 
and Graham in October this year. Please let me know if you know of someone who knows 
how to tinkle the ivories: Contact Anne Taylor - email annetay1@msn.com or tel. 5968 5181 
 
Ann Taylor 
 

 

mailto:annetay1@msn.com
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U3A Patchwork Group 
 

We have had a very interesting time 
over the past couple of months. It 
was decided we would have a class 
outing to the Quilt Show at the 
Exhibition Buildings. Even if you are 
not a quilter you can’t help but 
admire this beautiful building. Seven 
of our class attended and by the look 
of the shopping bags some bargains 

were found and some must have items 
were purchased.  
This month it was back to the work room 
with increased vigour, a number of projects 
are well on the way and it will only be a 
matter of time to see the end results.  
 
On a sad note I must acknowledge the shock 
passing of our dear friend and quilter 
Marianne Holder, she was a wonderful 
asset to our little group and she will be 
greatly missed. Always there with new ideas 
and helpful hints, her fun personality always 
lit the room.  
 
Karen Black 
 
 
Are you looking for interesting free online courses to try over winter? 
 
Check this out. Some of us are doing these short courses and loving them. 
Future Learn  https://www.futurelearn.com/ 
The courses are run by renowned universities from all over the world. 
 
For these courses you do pay a small fee but they are well worth checking out. 
http://www.thegreatcourses.com.au/ 
 
Remember U3A Online is another great resource https://www.u3aonline.org.au/ 
 
 

https://www.futurelearn.com/
http://www.thegreatcourses.com.au/
https://www.u3aonline.org.au/
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ART HISTORY 

 
 

THE WORLD’S GREATEST PAINTINGS 

 
 
Well into our second term we are moving rapidly through the 

centuries considering different aspects of what makes a painting a ‘great painting’, and 
learning some relevant history along the way. 
We have enjoyed looking at the works of artists such as Jan Van Eyck, Botticelli and Albrecht 
Durer on our way through the Renaissance, having now reached the period known as the 
‘High Renaissance’ (the first quarter of the 16th century).  
This is the time when artists such as Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael and Michelangelo were 
producing such works as Mona Lisa and The Madonna of the Rocks, The Madonna of the Fish 
and The School of Athens, the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel and the sculpture Pieta. During this 
period perfection in art was deemed to have been attained. 
Moving on through the 16th century and into the 17th century we will be considering 
renowned artists such as Titian, Holbein, El Greco, Rubens, Vermeer, Rembrandt and the 
‘mad, bad’ Caravaggio! 
 
Helen Waring 
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Appreciating Art with U3A 
by Bill Pell 

 

My claim to be an Emeraldite since I started as a pupil at Emerald State School in 1947 is 
somewhat undermined by the fact that I spent most of my working (and travelling) life 
overseas. 
 
Travels have brought me to many countries and, in consequence, visits to most of the world's 
great Art Galleries. In some ways these were just a side attraction to the operas 
(read:Wagner) and rock concerts (Abba, twice; Rod Stewart, twice; Pink Floyd, and the rest), 
but I ended up reckoning that I knew a fair bit about ART. 
 
Then I joined Helen Waring's U3A Art Appreciation class and discovered artists I'd never even 
heard of. But worse, I found that I had wandered past great Medieval and Renaissance works 
without giving them more than a passing glance. 
 
Now, people wandering past great paintings in the great galleries has always been a bugbear 
for me. Huge crowds gather around Leonardo's tiny 'Mona Lisa' in the Louvre whilst ignoring 
the more beautiful (and considerably larger) 'Virgin of the Rocks' nearby. I've dined out on 
stories of some of the shenanigans I've seen. Once, I was sitting with some friends in front of 
one of my favourite Renoir paintings 'Bal du Moulin de la Galette' when along came an 
American couple. The wife looked at us sitting there admiring the painting, stooped to look 
at the label, turned to her husband and said, 'Get that, that's a Renoir'. Husband pointed his 
camera, clicked, and on they went. Neither had so much as looked at what is one of the most 
ambitious and lively Impressionist paintings. 
 
At present the NGV is running its winter programme, 'Van Gogh'. I haven't been yet but some 
of you will have. I have already heard tales of people clicking their cameras, barely looking at 
the paintings. The advent of digital cameras where one doesn't have to worry about the cost 
of developing film seems to have exacerbated the problem. 
 
But back to U3A. I'm off again soon and this time between searching out my favourite German 
Expressionist, Max Beckmann, I'll take a lot of notice of others I've previously ignored. U3A 
has widened my horizons, and surely that's what it is for - for all of us. 
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Flowers for the Home & Gift-
giving 
 
In our class recently we have used beautiful 
white dahlias with magnolia foliage and other 
things in a bouquet.  As students had 
expressed an interest in getting some tips on 
the methods of wrapping we covered this 
topic. 
 
As winter is approaching in our May class we 
created a bottle collection table centrepiece 
with the focus being on texture in selected 
materials.    Again, we were able to use a 
quantity of materials from our gardens. 
 
Elaine Hahn 
Flower Tutor 
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Creative Writing 
Our group is now in its third year and getting better 
all the time. Currently we have eleven members and 
meet on the first and third Friday of each month from 
1.00 till 3.00. 
     We start our sessions with a little bit of humour 
and wordsmiths of world renown. Currently playing 
are those five minute classics from My Word, the BBC 
radio show that ran for thirty years featuring Frank 
Muir and Dennis Norden. After that we play word 
games or undertake other fun activities designed to 
enhance our creative skills. We don’t take ourselves 
too seriously and there’s always a lot of laughter 
during these sessions. 
But of course, the most important task is our writing. Each member approaches one pre-
agreed topic in their own way: poetry, prose, fiction or fact, droll dry or derisory, and one to 
two pages in length. Copies are distributed to all participants so that we can read along as the 
authors take turns to narrate their compositions. There’s always plenty of time for comments, 
suggestions, discussion and constructive criticism. 
     We are a friendly group and if it sounds like your thing you are most welcome to come 
along and ‘sit in’ on a session. Recent topics have included: pests, A letter to the editor, 
running away, an excuse note, a children’s tale shopping centres and déjà vu. 
 
Stuart Hodgson (tutor)  
 
Some of our recent writing …. 
 
Sunrise by Margaret Abercrombie 
 
Myriad shades of vermillion hue disperse night’s deep cobalt blue 
Strands of rose coloured light imbue the morning clouds 
Thus the sun dismisses night. 
Scarlet tipped horizons fade into shades of violet and palest blue 
Birds from slumber awakened fill the morn with mellifluous delights 
The sun spreads its seductive fingers 
Breathing life into sleeping plants and trees 
Cats jealously guarding sunny garden spots 
Stretch and laze in blissful dreams 
Of honeyed milk and submissive mice 
And so the newly awakened day 
Pays homage to the sun.  
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Intentional Optimism 
 

Not every day has you bouncing out of bed, smiling into your coffee cup and eagerly 
anticipating what comes next. Some mornings every joint seems to have seized up overnight 
and getting to the bathroom is a supreme effort of will and faith, faith that movement will 
loosen things up, will enough to push through until they do. There are days when the question 
“what shall we have for dinner” seems as hard to answer as “how do we solve world poverty”. 
Someone has defined marriage as two people asking each other what they want for dinner, 
until they die. 
Yes, some days are difficult and grey, and they can easily slide into one another until a week 
disappears into a dull, drab, unproductive past. Nothing much achieved, no significant bright 
moments. Just another week existing. 
When you are closer to the end than you are to the beginning this is a terrible waste of an 
increasingly scarce resource. My brother’s toilet roll view of life – the less paper there is on 
the role the faster it spins – persuaded me that I needed to adjust my attitude. 
I’m working hard at being an Intentional Optimistic. There are few things in this world that 
can’t be looked at in at least two different ways. I try to intentionally choose the most 
optimistic.  
Looking out of my living room window, they sky is grey and foreboding. Rain soon. But the 
shades of blue grey in those clouds are magical, and there are some small rebellious puffs of 
white trying hard to escape. I watch them as they scurry across the face of the rain laden 
clouds. When the rain comes I know I will hear the comforting drumming on my tin roof and 
should a brief shard of sunshine hit the trees they will be hung with garlands of glinting jewels. 
It will be so much more than a dull, rainy day. 
The grand stages of the world are strutted by such Trumpery and the troughs are filled with 
jostling snouts. Big politics seems to be occupied by power-obsessed, narrow thinking 
attention seekers, removed from the hearths and homes of regular people. God, what a mess. 
By my Intentional Optimism splutters and coughs its way up from the tide of bad news and 
notices the good people, the caring folks, the friends who keep each other sane and safe. We 
exchange a hug, share a coffee, we listen to each other’s troubles and order an almond 
croissant to share, and let the calories be damned.  
Our kids may not have turned out as we expected. They haven’t reached the heights we had 
anticipated when we watched them toddle off to play group. My daughter may never have 
got to law school and my son may not be a neurosurgeon, but they are both fine human 
beings. They struggle, but their hearts are filled with compassion, their minds are open to the 
new, they are honest, loving people who are very slow to judge and love easily.  My 
Intentional Optimism tells me just how lucky I am.  
So I take a seat at the local coffee shop, enjoy the smell of the coffee, listen to the mothers 
chatting with their babies, see a woman deeply immersed in a book, and, if I’m lucky I may 
stand to hug a friend who also has coffee on her mind. Every day is filled with these moments, 
and these moments can be golden if I allow my Intentional Optimism to take over and jostle 
the blues, the defeats and the disappointments out from the front of my mind. My Intentional 
Optimism might even put them so far to the back of my thoughts that I just might ignore them 
altogether. 
 
Pat Buoncristiani 
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Working with Wood  
 We now have an almost full house for the class. 
Everyone else is continuing on with their projects with 
plenty of enthusiasm.  Cheryl has started her toolbox 
with a difference, applying artistic flair to the design.   
Her efforts at setting out and making dovetails has 
been good and Cheryl has also used the bandsaw for 
some of the work.  Anne’s myrtle platter is going well 
and will soon be completed.  Recycled timber is being 
used around the edges of the platter 
 
  Roy is nearly finished his carrying tray, and is 
inserting/fitting the base and getting much practice with 
a hand plane. 
 
 
 
   Pépé and Mal are still playing around with their small 
boats and helping me occasionally. 
 

 
 Mal moved house recently and in the process an item of furniture he made a few years back 
got broken by the removalists.  We are going to repair the shelving and it will be a challenge 
worth doing recreating the mitred joins. 
Jeff continues on really well with the making of his cigar box guitar.  Another project he has 
taken on is to recycle used furniture timber into boards for display plaques, polishing them to 
a fine standard.  I think he said he was doing this project for the RSL but it might be for the 
Emerald Museum.  
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Jim is making more boxes, having completed a few 
other projects in between.  One of his projects was a 
shelf fitted into a corner.  It was a good experience 
because there was a bit of machining and setting out 
involved.  The first effort proved to be too small so he 
started again. 
 
Everyone is working together well and having a good 
time.  We don’t take term breaks and with a few of us 
doing the grey nomad thing in August and September,  
Pépé has offered to lead the class in Blythe’s absence 
from mid-August to the end of September. 
 
Blythe Osborne,  
 
 
Reading For Pleasure 
 
Our group started in February, just the three of us - 
Kathy, Marjorie and Nada.   Now in May, we find that 
our group has actually doubled in size - with new 
members Sue, Dot and Peg. 
We enjoy so many different kinds of books - some of us read 2 or 3 books a week, others just 
one each month.   That’s the beauty of sharing what we’ve been reading, diversity and often 
surprising new ideas.  
I know I’ve enjoyed some unusual and very different books recommended by others since our 
first meeting.    We have room for up to four more members. Why not join us at our next 
group meeting at 10 a.m. on Tuesday 20th June? 
Bring along a book you’ve been reading, or just turn up, join the conversation and enjoy a 
cuppa!  Look forward to seeing you, 
 
Kathy Smith 
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Arm Chair Travel 
Tekirdag, Turkey   
 
Our year has progressed well with ‘travels’ to 
a number of wonderful places including many 
fascinating parts and creatures of Africa with 
Noel Gross (great photos), followed by the 
WW1 & WW2 Battlefield sites (now peaceful 
settings) and a very interesting and insightful 
trip to India & Nepal with Helen & Maurice 
Waring.  
Coming up we have Karen Alexander taking us 

on one of her adventurous journeys to remote places, plus Jim & Hillary Thomas and Noel 
Gross offering to share another of their travels. I’m shortly heading to Ireland and England 
partly to discover family ancestry, but also to visit some of the magnificent gardens that exist 
in the Cotswolds, Cornwall and Kent. Hopefully an interesting presentation for later in the 
year.  
 
Malcolm Owen 
Co-coordinator Armchair Travel 
 
 
 
 
English Language & Literature 
 
Our class has enjoyed reading David Malouf’s beautifully written novel Fly Away Peter which 
tells of a young man from Queensland enlisting in the army to fight in the First World War. 
After many interesting discussions we watched the film Oh What a Lovely War which added 
to our understanding of the terrible cost involved . 
We have looked at  some of the poetry of the war by Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, Rupert 
Brooke and Edward Thomas. 
We have enjoyed some literary quizzes and have studied two poems by Philip Larkin. 
Our next venture is into the Bard’s great tragedy- King Lear. Thank you once again to Lorrie 
for her guidance through the works that are chosen. 
 
On a sad note , we will be saying goodbye to a very long standing member of our group. Gwen 
Griffiths and her husband Harold are relocating to Geelong and feel it is a little too far to 
commute to Emerald U3A. Gwen is a much valued friend to us all and will be greatly missed. 
Our very best wishes go with her and Harold in their new abode. 
 
Kay Craig 
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Garden Group 
 
Our cheerful band of Garden Lovers 
continue to enjoy a varied diet of gardens.  
In March we visited Greta's garden. We 
knew she loved her garden but we didn't 
realise it is over an acre and she does it all 
herself. The vegetable garden was so 
productive, we were keen for any tips to 
help us achieve this state too. After we 
wandered the garden Greta treated us to a 
sumptuous afternoon tea on her 
welcoming back veranda. A Lovely way to 
spend a warm afternoon. 
April saw us at the Ferny Creek Horticultural 
Grounds having a guided tour led by John. 
Beautiful surroundings made so interesting by John as he told the history of the club and 
plants; and also the plans as the club forges ahead. 
May and we headed into the wonderful colours of autumn found in our own Emerald Lake 
Park. Sheila and Heather strolled with us through the arboretum. Their enthusiasm and 
knowledge opened up the park to us as we had never seen it before. afternoon tea in the 
autumn coloured sunshine finished a delightful afternoon. 
We plan to stay at U3A house for the next 2 meetings as we get used to the cold of winter, 
sharing the wealth of the garden e.g roots, tubers, cuttings etc. and introducing other 
members to our favourite garden books . We will be watching garden DVD's, doing quizes. a 
demonstration by a flower arranger and having talks on solving garden problems. Hopefully, 
we will fit them all in, while the winter weather  brings healing and health to our tired gardens. 
 
Edith Colley 
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Art of Watercolour 
 
Classes continue to go very well. Many people are fascinated about how to get good results 
from this very liquid, flowing , merging, translucent medium .  We still have a couple of people 
on the waiting list to join us at U3A . 
Our class is relaxed and informal and succeeds well in sharing of ideas . All attending are 
encouraged to show their current and previous work and invite all others to discuss what they 
achieved . 
 
The goal is to encourage all in what they are doing and I, the tutor , will never dictate - only 
suggest . There is no necessity to copy what anyone else does but to pick up pointers and be 
influenced by the style of others. I encourage all to develop their very own style which many 
do admirably. We are all different and yet we all chose to paint the same subject that we 
jointly pick for the next time we meet. Next lesson subject being birds. 
 
As tutor I encourage all to be as active as possible in painting and meeting new challenges . 
We all learn from our mistakes and yet water colours can be so addictive . Furthermore , 
painting can be very therapeutic for retirees like us .  
 
Ted Horton 
 
 
P.S. Some people may be interested to know that I have recently completed 17 metres of 
mural wall for the Marysville Historic Centre depicting the street scene as it was before the 
2009 disastrous bush fires. Pictured below. 
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Genealogy  
 
 
I want to tell you about how much joy & 
pleasure I have got from joining this group. I 
started off as a real novice, not ever having met 
one person from my father’s side of the 
family……until I took a very bold step & 
contacted a person whose name & phone no. I 
found in some papers belonging to father many 
years after he had died.  
 
Fortunately, this person was interested in 
Genealogy & was really helpful in giving me a 
bit of information about my father. She became 
a good friend & was actually a distant cousin to me.  
 
With the help & encouragement of Hilary Thomas & Mary Jane Kirby, I have been able to use 
this bit of information that I had, to find out that I have a very strong Swedish heritage on my 
father’s side of the family, going back to the late 1700’s. Lots of them came & settled around 
Bairnsdale, so I have found out that I have many relatives who came from this area. I’ve also 
discovered that on my mother’s side of the family, her paternal grandfather had about ten 
children & at least two wives…don’t think she ever knew about this as she never talked about 
it!  
 
Just love these classes… seem to spend hours on it also at home! There is always something 
interesting turning up in the background of the relatives! 
 
Kay Wharton. 
 
 
Poetry for Pleasure 
We have recently explored the wonderful world of Robbie Burns and how good it has been 
to have a couple of girls from Scotland in our class to read these gems to us. On June 6 we 
will welcome Jim Brown, one of Australia’s most renowned bush poets 
https://iwvpa.net/brownj/index.php  You may have already heard his award winning  poem, 
The ANZAC On The Wall https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dtw2OCIoCs 
 
Fairy Tales and Fables 
We are reading and listening to the works of Hans Christian Andersen, Charles Perault, The 
Brothers Grimm. Aesop etc  and comparing the different versions of the same fairy stories 
through the ages. Cinderella, for instance can be traced back to Fifth Century China. Other 
stories reach back to ancient Greek and Roman times. Here’s a podcast that you might find 
very interesting if you are interested in the origins of some of our best known fairy stories. 
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2016/01/25/4393977.htm 
 
Mac Craig 

https://iwvpa.net/brownj/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dtw2OCIoCs
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2016/01/25/4393977.htm
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Philosophy 
Are you looking for the truth about life, good and 
evil, beauty, justice and right and wrong? So are 
we. We do it every second Tuesday and I can 
reassure you that there is still plenty of room for 
conjecture. At Philosophy we walk through the 
door with lots of questions and walk out again at 
the end of the class with even more. It can be 
invigorating, puzzling and frustrating but it is 
always deeply satisfying.  
At an age when we are inclined to forget people’s 
names and where we put the car keys it is 
reassuring to find we can speak intelligently about 
epistemology, metaphysics, ethics and aesthetics. 
We even venture into the murk of politics.  
Of course, the reason we are able to engage in 
philosophical discussion largely rests with our tutor 
– Keith Purdie. He manages to keep our discussions 
to the point – mostly, and provides content from 
his own research and knowledge that ensure there 
are plenty of intellectual “bones” for us to chew on. 
Philosophy is a limitless territory. You might enjoy 
exploring it with us. 
 
                                                                                                                  Philosopher at work. 
 
Comment: As a relatively new (make that recent, as I'm hardly new) member, the thing that 
I find most impressive about the U3A Philosophy group is that a broad range of people with 
a broad range of views examine a broad range of topics and still manage to grow in their 
friendship.  There is nothing more precious than an open mind.   Pat Buoncristiani 
 
Ah, Philosophy! 
The new year continues in 2017 
And it’s going to be the best we’ve ever seen. 
Keith’s promised a course on the philosophy of the West 
But first we’ll do Ayn Rand; he thinks that’s best! 
 
Neil’s got the biccy money and checked us with a tick 
Keith’s packed his pipe and is thinking up a trick 
“I’ll get them thinking and put them in groups 
That’ll get them talking, my Philosophy troops!” 
 
We’re doing Ayn Rand, will morning tea be long? 
Will Harold make the tea how I like it, nice and strong? 
But wait this could get interesting, Struth! 
Keith’s talking about an objective knowable truth. 
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It won’t be long before we get past rational egoism 
That major centrepiece of Rand Objectivism 
Ayn says each man for himself 
Our altruists say, “stick her on the shelf!” 
 
Now with Socrates, Plato and Aristotle we’re moving on 
We’ll know what we’re talking about before long 
Looking at matters natural, moral and metaphysical 
We’ve even touched on matters biblical 
 
It’s all absolutely relative 
But Keith’s approach is superlative 
Whatever your realm or dominion 
Just remember, it’s all just purely opinion! 
 
Ah, Philosophy! 
 
Frank Cox 
 
MY PHILOSOPHY OF PHILOSOPHY 
Trish Carpenter 
To me, philosophy was always a subject reserved for elite academics & perpetual scholars. It 
was not a subject the likes of me ever had the opportunity to study or indulge in. 
To me, philosophy was in the realm of the unknowable knowledge, a dream study…. 
Until now. 
Recently I came to live in Emerald & I di scovered that the U3A had a Philosophy group so I 
decided it was time to philosophise & understand what all that ‘whoo haa’ was about. 
I still imagined the group would comprise of ex-academics, intellectual professionals & 
general brainiacs. 
However, to my delight, this is not entirely so. 
The group are, indeed brainy, each in their own way; & in a fun & friendly kind of way. But, 
there are definitely no elite types in sight. 
This is a philosophy class for every Tom, Dick & Jane - for the ‘wishful’ brainiacs who hope to 
broaden their outlooks, train their brains, expand their minds, & explode their heads. 
Just a few words of caution: 
DON’T COME HERE LOOKING FOR THE BIG ANSWERS, AS YOU’LL ONLY LEAVE WITH EVEN 
BIGGER QUESTIONS. 
This is my philosophy of Philosophy. 
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EVENTS 

          
Musicians Wanted! 

 
 
 
 
As the new Events Coordinator myself 
and the Committee are hoping to 

organise a Midwinter Morning Tea Event in July or early August. Are there any Musicians out 
there who would be willing to provide a short performance as part of a musical interlude 
which we hope to incorporate into the event. 
If you are out there I would like to hear from you after the 19th of June please, as I shall be 
away until then in the warm, sunny UK!  
 
Contact details are: email hwaring26@gmail.com. Ph: 5968 3394 
 
Helen Waring 

 
                     The Shed in Uniform and the mayor at the Museum 
  
Members of the U3A Men’s Shed, dressed in our uniform and badges, shared with 
Councillor Brett Owen, The Mayor of Cardinia Shire on the 
28th of May the formal opening of the newly arranged Emerald & District Museum. 
 The benches have been constructed from timber recycled from the cypress trees removed 
from Worral reserve . It has been a great pleasure for all our members to participate in the 
construction of these items for the museum that has kept intact so many interesting items 
that record the early history of Emerald Township. Chris A’vard and Brett Owen both 
expressed deep appreciation for the men who have made these comfortable seats. 
 The opening ceremony was very well attended, with several members of the Nobelius 
family in attendance, there is now a very interesting pictorial history 
of how the Nobelius gardens contributed to the development of Emerald and the whole of 
rural Victoria. 
 The uniforms worn by shed members have been partly funded by a grant from the Bendigo 
Bank, for which we are very grateful, the balance of costs have come from donations 
by our members. This style of dress is common among Men’s Sheds to demonstrate the 
teamwork that is encouraged and developed within the range of 
“ shoulder to shoulder “ work that is carried out by our members. 
  
Sincere thanks and congratulations to all who have contributed to a very successful venture. 
  
Mike Allery 
 

 
 
 

mailto:hwaring26@gmail.com
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Expertise Wanted 
 
Do you have an area of special interest that you would like to share but 
don’t feel that you want a regular commitment? Perhaps you would be 
happy to run a one off workshop/class for a couple of hours as a ‘Special’’? 
If so, it would be great to hear from you after June 19th please, as I will be 
away in the warm, sunny UK until then! 
 
Contact details are: hwaring26@gmail.com  Ph. 5986 3394 
 
Helen Waring 
 

Information from our U3A Network  
 
Kerry Willis is our new committee rep on this committee that meets once a month in the city 
offices of U3A. The network facilitates and coordinates the work of the many U3As in Victoria. 
Take a quick look at what they do.  https://www.u3avictoria.com.au/ 
Network newsletters http://www.u3avictoria.com.au/network-news/newsletters/ 
 

Emerald U3A Activities Video 
 
You may remember at the end of last year we held an exhibition at U3A House and Paul Bianco 
showed a video he produced on our activities. It’s too good not to be seen so if you missed it, 
here it is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sss7qCTYfGw 
 
Public Speaking Class soon to start 
Public Speaking is something we do every day however when the number of our listeners 
grow or the occasion is more formal, expectations rise and we lose our nerve and confidence. 
Some knowledge and practice will overcome those nerves and build your confidence. This 
confidence allows you to be you speak confidently and enable you to cope with and achieve 
many more challenges in your life. The course is run in a positive supportive and fun 
atmosphere.  
No prerequisite is required apart from a willingness to be brave, have fun, and support your 
fellow speakers. 
This is a 6-session course. 
 
 
 

mailto:hwaring26@gmail.com
https://www.u3avictoria.com.au/
http://www.u3avictoria.com.au/network-news/newsletters/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sss7qCTYfGw
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Farewell to Gwen and Harold Griffiths 
 
Sadly, we will soon say farewell to Gwen and Harold Griffiths who have been such wonderful 
members of Emerald U3A. They are moving to Geelong after almost a life time spent in the 
hills. How we will miss them. Gwen has been a member for twenty years. Her classes have 
been English Language & Literature, Music For Pleasure and Poetry For Pleasure. Harold has 
been with us for eleven years during which he served on the committee as treasurer for four 
years. His classes have been Russian History, Australian History, Philosophy. Cosmology, 
Current Affairs and Table Tennis. All the very best Gwen and Harold. And thank you for so 
much. 
 

                      
 

 

Travel Adventures by Anna Gdanski 
 
July last year I moved to Monbulk after living all my life in Melbourne except for the first 2 
years following the end of WW2 when my parents were displaced persons in Europe. 
Some of my friends were concerned. “You’ll be lonely and isolated. We’ll never see you. And 
the bushfires!!” Thankfully I proved them wrong. My daughter lives in Belgrave so not lonely 
or isolated and so far no bushfires. Lovely neighbours, beautiful natural surroundings and two 
great joys – the Monbulk Aquatic Centre where the staff are really professional and caring 
and my fellow exercisers are a lovely bunch.  And then there’s the Over the Hill choir. There 
is good humour, friendliness and boy! the singing is gorgeous. Anne Taylor works dedicatedly 
to produce the best in us. The meld of voices is rich. I sing alto and the bases sit behind us. 
Their tone is sonorous and has the flavour of a rich chocolate cake. Mmm…  
I still attend a monthly book club and some U3A courses in Melbourne and always catch up 
with friends. 
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By the time this is published I will have returned from an 8 day road trip to Mildura, Lake 
Mungo and Broken Hill to explore a different area of Australia’s diverse natural beauty. 
  

 
The essence of our short road trip 
to Mildura, Lake Mungo and 
Broken Hill is an amalgam of 
natural beauty, an appreciation of 
the vastness and diversity of this 
great land, and a strong awareness 
of the spirit of those who were 
here before – the indigenous, 
pioneers, miners, farmers and all 
the service industries. 
Mungo 

has a strong spiritual feel and we walked quietly and respectfully 
around the lunette and clay and salt pillars. The silence is palpable 
and if you love the desert and back country, it’s the place to visit.  
The confluence of the mighty Murray and Darling Rivers at 
Wentworth is a beautiful spot. Indigenous life was rich here once.  
The long road between Mildura and Broken Hill is studded with 
red dirt, saltbush, mulga, occasional emus and galahs. My friend 
loved that you could see the horizon all the time. 
We stopped before the Daydream Mine near Silverton and walked 
along a dry creek bed to admire the magnificent river red gums. 
Although we didn’t do the mine tour, sitting at the little shop with 
tea in a mug and scones and feasting on the Fred Williams type of 
landscape was a treat. 
The Living Desert and Sculptures and the Flora/Fauna sanctuary is 
a peaceful place and to hear a human voice here is almost like an 
intrusion. 
Too much beauty – too little time. 
 
 
 LEARNING NEVER STOPS       An Opinion Piece from outside Emerald U3A 
 
In the recent past, many organisations referred to themselves as continuous learning 
organisations.  Much the same might be said of individuals, that their journey through life is 
one of learning that never ends. 
 
My opinion piece on loneliness (Feb 2017), attracted a few comments pointing to the 
significance of learning in adding a sense of worth to the process of living. 
 
There is nothing exceptional about people of advanced years commencing year 12 level 
studies, or in seeking to take advantage of special admissions programs to gain entry to 
university and proceed to studies for a first degree. 
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All of our universities could not only point to people completing a first degree when past 
retirement age, but could also identify individuals who have successfully completed post-
graduate (i.e.  Higher degree qualifications) when well past the age of 65 years. 
 
With the advent of technology as a means of providing tuition, and the availability of open 
learning delivered study programs, education has become more widely accessible to 
members of the community than ever before. 
 
And from experiences shared by individuals with me, it has become clear that community 
education programs, and programs delivered by the University of the Third Age, that 
education for its own sake, and the joy of learning, is reaching new heights of popularity. 
 
It should be noted, that some Uniting Church congregations, and no doubt some from other 
denominations, have increasingly become active in offering community education programs 
as part of their outreach or expressions of mission. 
 
Internet sources suggest that the world wide U3A movement commenced in France in 1968.  
Wikipedia suggests the first U3A in Australia commenced in Melbourne in 1984.  I can’t be 
completely certain about this, but the late Dr Jack MacDonnell, of Monash University, through 
its Centre for Continuing Education, was a very early player in the U3A scene, and probably 
earlier than 1984. 
 
Unfortunately, a Deputy Vice Chancellor at Monash considered that U3A’s had no place in 
formal education, so the link between Monash and U3A’s lapsed through lack of interest, a 
pity given the potential these represented, especially if you consider one source which claims 
there are now in excess of 250 U3A’s in Australia, with members now totalling more than 
85,000. 
 
The first thing to note about U3A’s is an age qualifying requirement of being 50 years of age, 
although one local U3A has recently advertised an eligibility age of 45.  It seems a pity to me 
that there is any age barrier to commencing U3A studies. 
 
Since 2009, U3A’s have embraced virtual, or distance learning which in essence suggests that 
U3A studies are no longer constrained by regional considerations. 
 
As far as I know, and this may seem unusual, links between U3A’s and schools are difficult to 
find.  There seems, on face value, to be a logical potential connection here.  Linking a mature 
age learning community with a school seems to offer many potential benefits, as well as 
utilizing facilities during “down time.” Perhaps the lack of linkage may be explained by the 
“not-for-profit” philosophy of U3A, which would seem to rule out of contention non-
government schools! 
 
Apart from a modest registration fee, with a specific U3A, there are no tuition fees, although 
course related expenses, would, I suggest, need to be covered by individuals. 
 
But those delivering U3A courses do so on a voluntary basis.  Voluntary or not, one should 
not make the mistake of thinking the standard of education is low.  A number of presenters 
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are ex-teachers or university lecturers, or have achieved eminence in their former field of 
employment.  U3A administrators are also volunteers. 
 
U3A would offer no apologies for its role in promoting the creative use of leisure, and 
contributing to many individual continuous learning journeys.  One of the benefits claimed of 
U3A is its contribution in assisting people to fulfil their long held ambitions and aspirations.  
U3A’s are truly communities of teachers and scholars. 
 
The U3A movement is international, and promotes peer learning, we can all learn something 
from one another. 
 
For those whose memories of formal education, and their past experience of it is unhappy, 
the good news is surely that there are no examinations and no tests.  There are also no pre-
requisites or special entrance requirements, although presumably some of the more 
advanced courses might build upon earlier learning. 
 
I would be very surprised if anyone could not find at least one area of study of interest in U3A, 
and remember, there are almost certainly multiple providers across most suburban locations. 
 
Without elaborating further upon the extensive range of courses, I have acquaintances who 
have either attended or tutored on courses in: Geology, choral music, group excursions, 
exercise classes, yoga, gem collection, sporting programs, astronomy, dancing, politics, 
computing and history.  One of my friends has even commenced his own private research 
project into the commencement of a profession in Melbourne.Education opens up all kinds 
of possibilities for individuals.  A friend of mine who undertook voluntary work in prisoner 
education, found himself working with people who had left school at a very early age.  Some 
of his pupils found education to be a personal godsend, maintaining had they been able to 
deal with it earlier in their lives, their lives would have turned out differently.  Their lives may 
still  change! 
Perhaps U3A is the page turner many people need! 
 
Lionel Parrot   -    Montrose Uniting Church  
Wheelchairs For Kids 
 
My name is Vicki and I am a member of both U3A Emerald and the Rotary Club of Emerald 
and Districts. 

 
The Rotary club raises money for the charity 
WHEELCHAIRS FOR KIDS which provides wheelchairs 
for disabled children in Third World countries. The 
cost of the wheelchairs is prohibitive for the 
inhabitants of these countries, and without the 
wheelchairs, the children lie or sit on the floor or on 
the ground when their carers aren’t available to 
carry them around.  
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If you have some spare change, could you please place it in the tin, to help Emerald Rotary 
raise more money for Wheelchairs for Kids? 
http://www.emeraldrotary.org.au/wheel-chair-for-kids/ 
 
We would be most grateful for ALL donations large or small. 
 
Thank you everyone in anticipation, 
 
Vicki Van Den Bergen. 
3rd March 2017. 
 
Please note: The collection tin is in the kitchen for the next two weeks 
 
 
 
Some fun one liners sent in by Stuart Hodgson  
 

o Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 
o The early bird might get the worm but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
o If I agreed with you we’d both be wrong. 
o We live in a society where pizza gets to your house faster than the police. 
o A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk 

I have a work station. 
o I didn’t say it was your fault. I said I was blaming you. 
o Always borrow money from a pessimist. He won’t expect it back. 

 
 
 
 
 
is knowing a tomato is a fru 
 
 
Note from the editor 
 
Thanks to everyone who sent in items for our newsletter. You make this newsletter editor a 
very happy chappy. I’m pleased to receive items at any time between the quarterly issues.  
Bear in mind that work needs to be in a Microsoft Word compatible format and photos are 
best sent separately. The exception would be if you are posting an article. Then the editor 
has to use his two fingers to type it up :-)  
Send to Mac Craig  m.craig01@bigpond.com    P.O. Box 84 Kallista or SMS  0425 789 556  
 
U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the support of – 
The Shire Of Cardinia 
Emerald Bendigo Bank 
U3A Network 
Victorian State Government 

mailto:m.craig01@bigpond.com
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Richies IGA 
Emerald Uniting Church 
Emerald Community House 
Emerald Lions Club 
And many individual members of Emerald community. 
 
 
U3A Emerald Inc. 
CAN A0027600K 
ABN 81648985964 
U3A House  402A Main Street, Emerald Vic 3782 
Contact: emeraldu3a@gmail.com 
Web site: www.u3aemerald.org.au 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

mailto:emeraldu3a@gmail.com
http://www.u3aemerald.org.au/
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Vale     Marianne Holder 
     
Marianne, long time member of Emerald U3A and an original 
member of the U3A Italian Group, sadly passed away on the 27th 
March 2017.   Marianne, quietly spoken, compassionate, 
unassuming and likeable, friends with everyone.  Marianne was 
admired and acknowledged for her creative talents within the 
Scrabble Group and the Quilting Group.  She was a whiz with 
words and her beautifully designed and stitched quilts are 
stunning. 
  
Marianne was born on the 13th September 1945 in England and 
grew up in the Tower of London, where her father was stationed 
as a warrant officer Royal Fusiliers.  Living in the heart of London, 
her school holidays were spent exploring the Museums and Art 
Galleries of the city. 
  

Marianne was a Sea Ranger and also learned to play the String Bass – imagine Marianne on 
the tube with her instrument going to concerts.  She liked the classical music of composer 
Benjamin Britten as well as jazz. 
  
Marianne rowed in a coxed 4 for the Ladies Civil Service Rowing Club at Chiswick (Cygnet RC) 
as she worked in the employ of the UK public service at the Ministry of Transport 1962.  It 
was here that she met her future husband David.  They both often competed in a number of 
regattas on the Thames, including Henley. 
  
Marianne and David married in 1967 and had four children, with their last child being born in 
Melbourne on a very hot summer’s day in January.  Living and raising their family in Melton 
for 14 years, after which they moved to Qld. initially living in Manly Qld. and later Tamborine 
Mountain in the Gold Coast hinterland.  Marianne helped David establish and operate a 
business, she was also able to pursue her love of painting.  After a trip to Italy in 2000 she 
commenced studying the Italian language seriously.  When in Rome on this trip, Marianne 
realised that she knew the city like the back of her hand and thought she had been there 
before, in another life!  but it was Sicily that she loved most of all. 
  
Marianne, secretary and backbone of our Italian Group – keeping us all connected and 
informed with news and updates, going about the task in hand quietly, without fuss and truly 
generous with her knowledge of Italy and the Italian language.  Attending  U3A and reading 
were her joys  and she found the Emerald U3A Italian ‘family’ which became her passion and 
love. 
  
Ciao and salute Marianne,   our dear friend who was loved and respected by all who knew. 
 
Ann Hughes 
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