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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

The most significant news which has broken just in the last few days concerns the Hills Hub project. 
The project has been stalled for several months with disagreement over the existing Emerald Hall. 
Finally, the Minister for Environment, Land, Water & Planning, Ms Lily D’Ambrosio, resolved the 
issue & directed that the preferred design option of the local community should go ahead. 

A small group of people have been working to produce this outcome with Cardinia Council staff & 
members of the community liaising with State & Federal Government politicians & State 
Government officials. 

A few items remain to be worked through: use of land which is part of Worrell Reserve, car parking 
& traffic management & administration of the new facility are subject to negotiation, but with good 
will these issues will be resolved. 

It heralds an exciting new era for U3A Emerald. We should have access to more meeting rooms, 
some with AV & IT equipment & all with comfortable seating. Won’t it be good to see the last of our 
uncomfortable chairs! The original hall space should be larger & we should enjoy many other new 
facilities. 

The delay in reaching this point has resulted in cost escalations & we expect a review of the original 
design scenario which many of you voted on last year. 

During the construction of the new Hub, U3A classes will continue as normal. We have arranged to 
hire rooms in Emerald & Cockatoo so there will be no disruption to our program. 

Other news is the successful launch of our on-line membership system. We now have just under 280 
registered members which once again is a record for this early in the year. Enrolments have gone 
ahead with few problems & we all thank Maureen Trotter for her hard work & many hours spent 
commissioning the system. To support our on-line presence, we are seeking members who have 
relevant experience & would be willing to help develop our website. 

We have welcomed new Tutors to our group of volunteers who ensure our classes continue to be 
well attended. We have 40 classes running during this term with the promise of some more later in 
the year. There is so much enthusiasm in our classes & we all continue to make new friends. It’s such 
a great organisation! 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd March. These are always well attended 
– we vote for committee members for the next 12 months, have a guest speaker & enjoy a cuppa & 
chat after. Members get the opportunity to see where the organisation is heading & contribute to 
new ideas which the committee is always looking for. I hope to see you there. 

So, welcome to new members, welcome back to those who have signed up again. I hope you learn & 
enjoy with U3A.  

Mal Bowmaker 

 Congratulatory email from Peter Weatherhead one of the foundation members of U3A 

CONGRATULATIONS to all concerned !!! 
25 years ago we could only dream. You have brought all those dreams to life. I cannot 
thank you enough 
My very best wishes 

Peter Weatherhead       
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NEWS FROM AROUND OUR CLASSES 

 

PATCHWORK 

 

Well another year has begun and it was great to 
see such a full class of enthusiastic ladies ready to 
roll up their sleeves and get on with their quilting 
projects. It is lovely to see Maureen and Anne 
back. I asked the class to bring along any items 
they have been working on over the Christmas 
Break and what an assortment we had. Well done 
to all who have been busy. It is really interesting to 
see the variation in techniques, patterns and 
colour pallete used by the different members of 
the group. This enables everyone to get ideas that 
maybe they hadn’t thought about to add to their 
projects. Now to get these wonderful ladies to do a 
bit of homework and I will be a very happy tutor. 

Happy Quilting 

Karen Black 

 

NEEDLEWORK 

 

Just a quick line to let you know that Needlework started with all on the list, minus one who had a 
good excuse. New members fitted in well as we tried to solve the world’s problems. (We also got 
some needlework done). Still have a couple of vacancies if anyone else has the time and inclination. 
(It’s hard to find time when you’re retired, don’t you all find?). 
 
Pepe Pugh 
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WORKING WITH WOOD  

The year has started off with seven of last year’s class continuing and two new members joining in 

late February.  Enquiries from Bayside  U3A for places last year saw Cheryl joining us this year and 

others still considering it. 

Pépé brought along Warren who will attend when he can.  Doug started running a Dungeons & 

Dragons class at Cockatoo, same time as WwW so he is on OSL (other service leave) for the time 

being.  His part restored cedar panel must be getting lonely.  Everyone else is continuing with their 

projects from last year.  All in all activity is strong.  Newest member Cheryl has started working on a 

toolbox and is keen to learn cupboard making and many other things.  Cheryl also tells me she has 

mastered the art of fitting weatherboards but that story will keep for another time.  Anne is making 

a great job of converting rough sawn myrtle boards into a platter.  The boards have been hand 

planed ready for gluing together.  Myrtle is a beautiful timber to work with.  Roy has made a good 

start on a carrying tray, using a biscuit cutter to join the material and it has been a good learning 

time with using the biscuit cutter tool and choosing the right glues.  Pépé and Mal are still playing 

around with their small boats and helping me occasionally.   

Jeff is going really well with the making of his cigar box guitar.  He does take on very challenging and 

interesting projects and is the feature photo for this edition. 

 

Jim is in the process of learning how to create objects using the router and it will be interesting to 

see it when it is finished.  We have a good team and are having fun working together through 

different projects.  This is the first time since its inception in 2007 that the woodworking class has 

been without Tony and I have missed his company as well as Jill’s cooking.   

Last year Lola began making a toolbox before quickly moving on to other projects so I inherited her 

partly completed (started) toolbox.  I found the time to finish it last week and Lola would be proud 

of the result.  We still have a spare place or two if anyone is interested in learning skills working with 

wood and mastering hand and power tools. 

Blythe Osborne 

  

      

 From this to this the fine detail 
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ART HISTORY 

 

The World’s Greatest Paintings 

 

Our first session was held on Thursday 9th February, the first 

half being spent initially in a consideration of what makes a 

so-called ‘great painting’. This was followed by ways of 

looking at a painting which will enhance our understanding 

of the work.  

The DVD lecture (which provided the only hiccup - of course 

it worked perfectly at home!), briefly considered some of 

these ‘great paintings’ as an introduction to the course 

which is in the format of a chronologically structured gallery 

of great paintings beginning in the 14th century with the 

Siennese painter Duccio di Buoninsegna (c1255-1319) and 

the Florentine Giotto di Bondone (1266/67-1337) and 

finishing in the 20th century with artists such as Jackson 

Pollock (1912- 1956) and Hans Hofmann (1880-1966). 

 

After morning tea - that essential part of all U3A sessions - we looked at what was happening in the 

world of art before the 14th century using a selection of Byzantine icons and the work of the less 

well- known Florentine artist Cimabue.  

Our next session will find us studying two great works of art by Duccio and Giotto, finishing the 

session with a look at some of the other artists who were their contemporaries.  

Over the course of 12 months we will be looking at such famous artists as Botticelli and Raphael, 

Leonardo and Michelangelo, Breughel and Caravaggio, Rubens and Rembrandt, Constable and 

Turner, Renoir and Cezanne, and many others equally well-known and more not so well-known.  

Looking forward to seeing you all at the next session 

Helen Waring 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
Like many classes this year, the photography class has been 
well supported with twenty-five members wanting to attend. 
We shall have a number of new members along with many 
who will be returning. 
 
Again there will be a range of experience so we will proceed 
with two distinct groups, an advanced group who, on the 
whole, have DSLR cameras and a group of not-so-experienced 
people. 
 
Because of this, (although the cut-off was 24 I think) anyone 
who would still like to join us please come along on either the 
2nd or 4th Wednesday in each month. 
 
There are times when we shall all be together e.g. for a field trip or to listen to a guest presenter. 
 
 
Now, as space permits, I’m going to offer a few tips on taking better photographs. 
 

I. Carry a small bean bag with you, like the “heat pack” ones. 
II. Make use of the “timer” feature on your camera. 

III. Most cameras allow you select “timer” where you have, say 10 secs to get into the shot as 
well. Select “timer” and 10 sec. (Usually shown by a clock face icon).  
Place the bean bag on a chair, a post, a rail, put the camera on the bean bag, press the 
shutter and walk safely into the spot. 

IV. There are times, perhaps at night, in the bush or anywhere with low light when holding the 
as you take a shot makes the camera shake.  
Use the bean bag and the “timer” feature so the shot is taken without you having to hold it. 
A bean bag is easier to carry than tripod. 

 
          Paul Bianco 

 

 

 

Physicists at Harwell claim to have discovered the heaviest element known to science. It has 

tentatively been named “administratium”, It has no protons or electrons and the atomic 

number nil. What it does have is 1 neutron, 8 assisiant neutrons, 10 executive neutrons, 35 

vice-neutrons and 256 assistant vice-neutrons. These particles are held together by a force 

that involves continuous exchange of meson-like particles called morons. Administratium is 

completely inert but can be detected chemically because it impedes every reaction it comes 

in contact with. 
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THE ISSUES BOOK CLUB 

 

We have started a club with five members. When the group met, we 

decided to all read The Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe. Did our indigenous 

people really engage in agriculture for thousands of years? This is a book 

that will explode your ideas. 

The class has a month to read the book before we meet again on Monday 

March 6 at 9.15am to discuss it and select the next text to read. The 

objective is to study a current or historical issue that really interests the 

group members. 

Dick Bartley 

 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 

 

This year is the ninth year that people have been gathering at U3A to discover what a great and 
interesting history Australia has. Nothing happened, you might say, no civil wars, uprisings and so on 
but we do have a fascinating past not just from 1788 but in the long period before that which we are 
now discovering. 
This term we are studying the prepared notes obtained from U3A online. Topics to be covered 
include Govt from 1976 to 2011, multicultural Australia, the history wars, Australia internationally 
and moving to a republic. We will also include topical Australian History e.g. 70 years since the fall of 
Singapore. 
Members have been asked to give a small presentation on an Australian who they admire or believe 
to have a significant impact in our country. 
 
Dick Bartley 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

Yes, the temperature does go up notch when 15-20 get together on Monday mornings at 10.30 to 
discuss the latest issues. It is going to very difficult to avoid including the new American president on 
a regular basis as he provides plenty of controversy. 
 
We develop a program of short issues (10 minutes or less) and a major issue for that week. The 
intention is to be better informed rather that debate each issue. Visitors are most welcome to come 
along and contribute to the discussion 
 
Dick Bartley 
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COFFEE CLUB 

 

Our first session at Zest was spent getting to know 

our fellow class members and planning a program of 

interesting cafe visits for the rest of the year. In 

March we visit Kallista Tea Rooms. 

 

Maureen Trotter 

 

 

EXPLORING VICTORIA 

 

We spent a very pleasant few hours in Lilydale for our February 

outing. The museum displays about Nellie Melba and those 

comparing the lives of the people living in the Coranderrk Reserve to 

their more wealthy neighbours engendered lots of interest. A stroll 

round the town, a tasty lunch at the museum café and a walk round 

Lilydale Lake completed our day. We meet on the first Thursday of 

each month. New members welcome. 

Maureen Trotter 

 

POETRY FOR PLEASURE 

 
We have begun the year by reading, listening to and discussing poetry representing the seven ages 
of man. In As You Like It, Shakespeare wrote….   All the world’s a stage. And all the men and women 
merely players; They have their exits and their entrances, And one man in his time plays many parts, 
His acts being seven ages. (infant, school, lover, soldier, wisdom, sixth age and last scene)  
We’re enjoying hearing some of our greatest actors read these poems; names you will know. Ralph 
Feines, Dame Glenda Jackson, Sir Ian Mckellan, Juliet Stevenson, Dame Judi Dench, Ioan Gruffudd 
etc. It’s a real treat for the senses.  
 
Our next session will be devoted to the poetry of Robert Burns, b.1759 He still retains the title of 
Scotland’s greatest poet. A national Scottish TV survey conducted in 2013 voted him Scotland’s most 
popular person. And what an amazing man he was.  Poet, farmer, exciseman, social reformer etc 
Auld Lang Syne composed in 1788 is sung all over the world and perhaps a lesser known fact is that 
it is the tune adopted for the national anthem of The Maldives. Now that’s rather interesting, isn’t 
it?  
 
Mac Craig  
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GENEALOGY 

 

In the genealogy course this year we are taking a different 
approach. There is a lot of information to take in when 
starting researching and it can be a bit overwhelming and 
mind-boggling. We are therefore trying a short, sharp, 
informative course for the beginners, with homework – yes!! 
Homework!! (Don't let the dog eat it). So far the Beginners 
have tackled civil registration first session, and census in the 
second session   This enables them to learn how to cross 
reference the facts.  
 

Next session we will be looking at some of the on-line index sites to start growing the family 
tree.  For the first semester we are trying beginners twice a month for about 6 sessions, with one 
trip per month to the Belgrave library to enable everyone, beginners and advanced, to learn about 
the free library services of the normally pay-for sites, Ancestry, FindmyPast, British Newspapers.  
This also has the advantage of being able to learn about these services without it costing money, 
learning how to make the most of the sites and most importantly, how to assess the records and 
look out for pitfalls in copying trees. 
 
Belgrave Library has a wifi system where we can spend the whole day if we wish on our own lap-tops 
using their facilities, although it can slow down a little when we all log on. The librarians have kindly 
offered us a room which gives us the opportunity to have some discussions and not cause 
distractions for other patrons. Australian Records are also held in the library. Again, more of those 
are also coming on line. None of these on-line services are complete though and it is important to 
know how to find the correct record the hard old-fashioned way. 
 
This year we have a varied group with interesting histories, and some researchers have tackled their 
records with vital energy! Well done to those researchers, we are looking at them becoming 
experienced researchers building, not only a knowledge of their ancestors, but also learning a lot of 
the history of their ancestor’s lives and therefore broadening their personal knowledge bank of 
history and geography. 
 
Most of the group have facilities for building the tree on their home computers. Some have trees 
from various sources – to be checked of course - and we have a couple who have moved out of the 
traditional UK heritage and are tackling Swedish Records which I can tell you is also a learning curve 
for the tutor. 
 
Two in the group recently had partners having DNA samples taken and are puzzling out the results. 
 Next term the two groups will be working together, perhaps one session at the library and one to 
find a solution to brick walls and possibly the opportunity to visit the State library or the Public 
Record Office in search of that elusive record. 
 
I hope that many U3A members took the opportunity to look at the trees and records of the two 
people who displayed their trees on the Room 1 wall for the Exhibition Day in November.  
Thank you, Marjorie and Ann for your efforts, and to Maureen for quilting a great subject heading 
for our display. We will need that again, this year, Maureen! 
 
Hilary Thomas  
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GARDENING 

 

Sometimes a gardener’s dream comes true. 
 
A wonderful start to the garden year; enough rain and 
mild to warm days - so easy to work in. 
Our group has become quite a large group of friendly, 
keen gardeners and we are looking forward to a great 
year. We meet on the first Monday of each month; but 
the place and time can change; so approx a week 
before, I email each member, and let them know all the 
details of that month's meeting. 
 
February saw us at U3A house with a meet and greet 
time. Then a talk by Ken on compost; making good soils 
and maintaining them. A lot of questions…a lot to think 
about...and a realisation that good soil does not mean 
buying in more soil, but building up and maintaining 
good soil structure. 
 
March Monday 6th. we meet in Greta's garden at 60 
Ferres Rd Emerald at 1pm. 
 We are looking forward to seeing Greta's completed 

projects and hearing what else she is planning. Gardeners always have plans. That's what makes the 
world of the gardener so exciting. 
Topics for discussion : growing carrots and growing and multiplying Liliums, Cabbage Moth. 
 
April Monday 3rd we will visit Ferny Creek Horticultural Club’s Garden at Sassafras where we will 
have a guided tour of their extensive gardens. They have areas of specialist plantings, with rare 
plants and mass plantings enough to please everyone. 
 
May Monday 1st a visit to Emerald Park Lake to see the Salvia Garden and discover the park’s 
heritage trees. 
 
Edith Colley ph 0400 155 
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ARMCHAIR TRAVEL 

2017 began on 1st February with a wonderful presentation on 

Mongolia by Jerry Grandage, who visited some of the outer regions in 

2014. It was a fascinating insight into a very different part of the world 

and basic way of life.  

Plans for subsequent presentations include Africa in March with Noel 

Gross, who will bring another of the special trips that she & Dudley 

enjoyed and shared together. April, because of the ANZAC Day 

significance, will see a trip I did in September 2015 to WW1 & WW2 

Battlefield sites in Thailand, Turkey, Germany, Belgium, France and 

Singapore. In May, Maurice Waring is planning to take us on a journey 

to India, where he and Helen travelled in 2016.  

Armchair Travel welcomes new members who might like to share 

their travel experiences, plus the chance to have a chat with others 

over a cuppa. 

Malcolm Owen 

 

FAIRY TALES AND FABLES 

 

What important role is played by fairy tales in the lives of young children? 
Why do children often want the same tale told over and over again? 
Are fairy tales also written for adults? 
How far back in history did fairy tales originate?  
Do they have a set motif or structure?  
What is the difference between fairy tales, fables, myths and legends?  
 
These and many other questions are food for thought in our class. One of 
the texts we are using is that of the renowned child psychologist, Bruno 
Bettelheim who wrote a fascinating book titled, The Uses Of 
Enchantment. In this he argues convincingly that fairy tales provide a 
unique way for children to come to terms with the dilemmas of their 
inner lives. Fairy tales proceed in a manner which conforms to the way a 
child thinks and experiences the world. 
 
We will also use some of the resources of an on line course from Copenhagen University to learn 
more about the work of Hans Christian Andersen. You might like to read his wonderful story, The 
Little Mermaid  http://andersen.sdu.dk/moocfiles/littlemermaid.pdf  Herein are hidden many 
different meanings on so many different levels. 
 
Mac Craig 
 
  

http://andersen.sdu.dk/moocfiles/littlemermaid.pdf
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

 

Our class has begun the year with a chat about some books that have stood, or will stand, the test of 
time. Some were well known and enjoyed while others were new to class members. Our book for 
the next few weeks is Fly Away Peter by David Malouf, so we have looked at some poetry from 
World War One to connect with the story of a young Australian boy at that time. We will continue 
with a further foray into poetry in the form of the Japanese Haiku which is now the most popular 
form of poetry worldwide. Class members will be encouraged to write several Haiku poems of their 
own and I am sure we will have some excellent results. 
 
Kay Craig 
 

HAIKU POEMS BY LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE CLASS 

 

 
1 one red leaf falling 
the trees huddle and whisper                 
how quickly time passes                          

 
hands gnarled and worn                         
caress a lover’s body                               
ageing no barrier                                      

 
wet sand between toes                         
crabs in beckoning rock pools              
ignore that lunch call!                            

 
a brazen oven                                        
the grass crackles underfoot              
even the air sears                                 

 
see the end result                               
cuttings put in earth one day           
e’er long bring such beauty              

 

 

 
1 golden and russet 
leaves crackling underfoot 
days of stillness and calm 

 
softest of skins 
sweetest unique scent 
birth, a new life, hope 

 
beads of perspiration 
on the tip of my nose 
my tongue is useful 

 
voluptuous buttocks swaying along 
blonde hair shining in the sun 
see how my collywobbles 

 
leaves drop softly down 
cloaking moss with red and gold 
whispering their dreams 

 

BOTANICAL ART 

 
Our class this year is quite a bit bigger as all of last year’s members have returned and we have 
welcomed 6 new members, who I hope will find the class enjoyable and informative. We will revise 
and extend our work in watercolour, coloured pencil and graphite by class exercises and individual 
work on chosen specimens. As usual our afternoon teas will provide a very tasty break from our 
concentrated efforts. 
 
Kay Craig 
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CREATIVE WRITING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn breath caresses tree and flower / Berries on the Hawthorn tree 

Blush red before her sighs./ Golden leaves on pendulous bough quiver in her wake. 

Summer abdicates her floral crown /When Autumn her governance displays 

In hues of golden yellows and burnished vibrant reds. 

Margaret Abercrombie nee MacDonald 
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FLOWERS FOR THE HOME AND FOR GIFT GIVING  

 

 
Our Flower Group had its first 
class today and it was good to 
see so many of our group 
returning.  We have a few new 
people starting. 
 
Today a bouquet was made with 
roses, veronica, some interesting 
foliage, snapdragons and some 
beautiful hydrangeas brought 
along to share.  This was a piece 
that would make a lovely gift. 
 
Delicious morning tea was 
provided by some of the group 
and we chatted, taking the 
chance to explain to new 
members how the classes are 
run and finding out what had 
brought them along. 
 
Elaine Hahn 
 

PHILOSOPHY 

 
The Philosophy group began 2017 with a full house. We have a maximum number for the group of 
25 and 25 turned up; all of whom have enrolled for the year. We are completing some unfinished 
business from last year specifically (1) a look at the philosophy of Nietzsche and (2) learning about 
some influential female philosophers from the 20thC.  
 
With so many new people in the group we have decided to undertake an introductory course in the 
history of Western Philosophy which should occupy our attention for many weeks to come. It is 
gratifying to be part of such a large and enthusiastic class.    
 
Keith Purdie 
 

 
 
 
 

"We don't need to be constantly reasonable in order to have good relationships; all we need 
to have mastered is the occasional capacity to acknowledge with good grace that we may, in 
one or two areas, be somewhat insane”  Alain de Botton 
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OVER THE HILLS SINGERS 

The New Year has started for Emerald U3A “Over The Hills Singers” with new members who 
have swelled our choir to 38 choristers so far. We have limited the numbers to 40 , so we have only 
two places left. But as is the wont of our age group, members aft gang yonder into the wilds of 
Australia or gardens of grandchildren, so spots may appear to be filled by any non-wandering 
minstrel. 

We’ve begun with reestablishing our deep breathing and physical relaxation movements, 
then vocal exercises to help us extend our abilities to be covered in the songs which we will be 
singing. 

Rounds are fun and they are a great warm-up to the singing of the programmed songs. 
Listening to the sound of the voices gives me such a thrill with the depth and tone, holding the key 
and the ability to follow the dynamics of the music. The singers need to listen to their neighbours 
and concentrate to maintain their parts. It’s very enjoyable to blend so musically. The songs we sing 
are most often in parts - Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass, but we do sometimes sing in unison and sing 
songs for the men or the women. We always try to end on a “high” with a happy song, when 
everyone goes away with a smile on their face and often still humming a tune.  

The Emerald Secondary College staff have been very cooperative in that they have provided 
us with more chairs and a two drawer steel filing cabinet to store our extra music and the urn which 
has been economically purchased to provide the welcome cuppa at half-time! Gaye Dunstan is our 
valuable accompanist; Michele Bowmaker is our Librarian to sort the songs; Helen Waring brings the 
necessary ingredients for the break; Graham Dunstan shifts the piano’s direction and Mal Bowmaker 
or anyone of the other men get the water for the urn. Everyone cooperates in taking down and 
replacing the chairs from the tables for the cleaners. 
         We have the use of another small room with a piano for a group to learn the parts or Gaye has 
offered to begin short classes to teach those who would like to learn the rudiments of reading music. 
These will be at an earlier time than the starting hour of the OTHS. These arrangements will be made 
at the meetings. 
         This term is only eight weeks, so the last day is Wednesday, 29th March. We will commence the 
second term on Wednesday, 19th April.  
           We have been asked to present a short concert for the PAVE festival in April, so we are 
working towards this end. Other infrequent performances will be given in Retirement villages or 
Palliative Care Homes when invited or a Christmas “do”. 
           People have asked how to find the ESC music room F6: When you enter the main driveway of 
the college, immediately turn right and travel slowly along the road parallel to the main road 
towards the exit. Be aware of homing students. Keep left and continue curving around the buildings 
towards the large gymnasium. Park in front of that building or nearby, and walk around to the left of 
the gym, passing the wall to reach the music room F6, which has glass doors and floor-to-ceiling 
windows. The first door will be open or the entry door a few metres further on.  
             Because of the copyright laws, we have decided that we might put in $2 each meeting which 
will be banked and tallied to purchase bulk copies of songs that we would like to sing - from 
musicals, spirituals, folk tunes, popular songs, old favourites and others. Photocopying is not 
allowed, so that will save on the printer ink as some of the songs have numerous pages and with the 
increasing numbers of the ‘Over The Hills Singers’ it would be a very onerous task to maintain the 
copying and costly to keep replenishing the ink or toner. 

We look forward to an exhilarating, joyful, tuneful year with our U3A Emerald OTHS.  
 
Anne Taylor  
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I’M NOT OLD  

I reject the epithet of ‘old’. True, I am older than I was, but younger than I will be. Old trembles, it 

falters as a word and as a description of me, of us. It joins hands with words and phrases such as 

“useless, impotent, past her use by date, feeble” and many more I will leave you to unearth.  

That’s not me. I can’t do many of things I could do when I was younger. I can’t run and feel the wind 

in my hair any more, skipping began to elude me about eight years ago. I cannot look at the glorious 

range of opportunities and possibilities that I faced in my youth. I can’t begin anything that only I can 

finish and that will take a very long time. I don’t have a very long time. But I do have time.  

There are so many things that I can do. And these things are made richer, more intricate and have 

greater depth because I have lived so long, experienced so much, learned so much and met so many 

inspiring people. 

I am not nearing the end of my journey. I am at the start of a new journey every morning that I wake 

up. And if the road ahead isn’t as long as it used to be, so what? Look at how much I achieved in the 

five years between eighteen and twenty three, or between thirty and thirty five. I don’t know how 

many five year blocks I have left, but I do know that I want to make them count just as much as 

those of my younger years. 

I am an intentional optimist. Maybe that makes me naive. I know that every morning I wake up I can 

make a decision - to expect the best or to wait for the worst. I choose the best and that helps me 

feel easy about the bits of me that work differently now. Like many of my age I sometimes forget 

things. Names - of people, books, movies - can be the most elusive, but almost anything can elicit 

“just give me a moment” when I am asked to recall something. A pessimist might say this is an 

inevitable part of the aging process and it will almost certainly get worse as the years pass.  

My optimistic explanation goes like this. My brain is like a library. When I was young I didn’t have too 

many books in my library, so if you asked me for one, a quick scan of the possibilities would locate it 

almost immediately. I have lived quite a few decades and my library has grown so much bigger. It’s 

huge, filled with all the experiences, the people, the events that make up a well lived life. Ask me for 

an individual book from this enormous library and it is bound to take me time. Ask me again in a day 

or two. 

Intentional optimism is what leads me to U3A. I am eager to learn as much as I can while I can. There 

is so much more to excite me, challenge me, confuse me, intrigue me, and every week I join others 

who are equally determined to get older, but never just old. 

 

Pat Buoncristiani    
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UMAS 

Our new online enrolment system has been a lot of work but now seems to be “working a treat”. We 
have learned lots from the process and have begun to rethink of some of our practices and timelines 
in order to improve our communications and processes before next year’s enrolment period. 

A big thank you to everyone involved, especially: 

 Mal Bowmaker for all his advice and encouragement, and willingness to keep working through 
all the challenges when we were running out of time to get everything set up – and for setting 
up and pioneering the use of PayPal and our badge-printing program! 

 Our advisors from U3A Network, Bill Rumney from Knox and Kevin Whelan from Whittlesea. 

 Our sub-committee who so passionately discussed the issues at many meetings during the year 
and helped with the set up: Mal, Henk, Doug & Martin in particular 

 Our Tutors who are checking enrolment numbers regularly and have learned how to print class 
lists and send emails via UMAS. 

 All our helpers on our enrolment days (Mal, Joy, Ray, Tom, Mac, Henk, Alan) who so willingly 
coped with the challenges of learning the program whilst helping and encouraging some of our 
less computer confident members.  

 Our keenest members who texted for their Membership Numbers early and enrolled online. We 
were too busy to work out who amongst you was first, but congratulate you anyway! 

 The very organised and considerate members who came to our two assisted enrolment days 
and remained positive as we worked out how best to help you enrol. 

 All who clearly marked their membership number or name on their payments.  
And those who didn’t – it sometimes took a while to identify you! 

 All our new members who have used our enrolment system so efficiently in recent weeks. 

 Thanks also to the encouragers amongst us like the wonderful tutor who sent this uplifting 
message in late January when things were very busy: “I did a newsletter send out today. Went 
like a dream!!!  … Thank you for all your hard work, simple explanation and printout. Just 
Great.” 
 

Maureen Trotter 
 

UMAS Hints 

Emergency Contacts 

If your name badge is missing this important information, please login to UMAS using your Membership 
Number and add the missing details. 

 

Missing Emails 

If you don’t seem to be receiving class emails or those sent to everyone by our President, Mal, or our Program 
Coordinator, Mac, please check your “spam” or “junk” folder as some emails can be sent there by mistake. 
Ours are clearly marked “Emerald U3A Inc”. Once you accept the first one, all the rest should automatically 
arrive in your Inbox. 

 

Changes 

If you decide to withdraw from one class or enrol in a new one or you are about to move house or change 
email providers, please login to UMAS using your Membership Number and add the new details.  
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CARDINIA SHIRE SENIOR CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

We are delighted to hear that our very own Mike Allery has been awarded this honour.  

Below is the citation copied from the Australia Day Awards and citizenship ceremony 2017 booklet. 

 

 

Mike Allery being congratulated by U3A President Mal Bowmaker.  
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Ready2Go is Coming to Emerald 

Hi Everyone 
  
The Emerald RSL needs volunteers – perhaps YOU - for an exciting welfare initiative this summer. 
  
No qualifications are needed apart from a will to help the RSL and the community, and spare time 
during declared heat wave days. There were 5 last summer, so it isn’t every day. 
  
Our plan - to remove some vulnerable local veterans and residents from their homes to Emerald RSL 
for relief during declared heat wave days– so they stay cool, hydrated, reassured and healthy. 
 
In the two weeks before Black Saturday twice as many Victorians died of heat stress than did in the 
bushfire – let’s not have that happen in Emerald when we have the ability to save lives. 
 
You will not be asked for physical effort with participants. We are not able to assist people with 
severe mobility problems or who are on the Council Vulnerable Persons List.  
  
What volunteers are needed? 
 
Easy – on declared heat wave days people to drive participants to and from the RSL and people to 
cater for their refreshments and well-being during their day stay. Two drivers will be allocated per 
participant so one or the other can be available. 
 
This is a pilot - we are going to lead the way for RSLs across Victoria in caring for our older members 
and some in the community – I encourage you to please be a part of it. 
  
Talk to or email me, a committee member, or our Ready2Go coordinator Brian Hannan to find out 
more and add your name to the list. 
  
Cheers 
  
Pete 
  
Peter Maloney 
President 
Emerald RSL 
peter.maloney@emeraldrsl.com.au 
emeraldrsl.com.au 
facebook.com/emeraldrslsubbranch 
0439 11 22 04 
 
Brian Hannan 
r2goemeraldrsl@iinet.net.au 
 
  

mailto:peter.maloney@emeraldrsl.com.au
http://emeraldrsl.com.au/
http://facebook.com/emeraldrslsubbranch
mailto:r2goemeraldrsl@iinet.net.au
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SECURITY AND CONSERVATION AT U3A HOUSE 

When leaving please remember to turn off the audio visual equipment, the air conditioner and all the lights. 

Click on this link for important information       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFBJS32JFQA 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Thank you for sending in so many great articles especially at this very busy time of the year.  

Thanks to the efforts of Dale Allen and Brenda Webb our newsletter will be posted out to those  

members who do not have computers at home. 

A grand prize - a life time subscription to Emerald U3A quarterly newsletters is offered to anyone 

who can guess where this garden is found. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwq9YDj4xxU&t=13s 

Mac Craig 

m.craig01@bigpond.com 

0425 789 556 

P.O.Box 84 Kallista 3791 

 

U3A gratefully acknowledge the support of: 

Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State Government, 

Richies IGA, Emerald Uniting Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald Lions Club and many 

individual members of U3A Emerald. 

 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 

ABN 81648985964 

U3A House 402A Main Street, Emerald Vic 3782 

Email: u3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

Website: u3a-emerald-vic.org.au 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFBJS32JFQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwq9YDj4xxU&t=13s
mailto:m.craig01@bigpond.com
mailto:u3ageemd@netspace.net.au
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JEWELS FROM LILY'S SEWING BASKET 

 
An exhibition of fine needlework by Linda McKay and friends from the Dandenong Ranges 
 
Featuring embroidery, tapestry, patchwork, crochet, knitting, soft toys and much, much 
more 
 
To be held at the Emerald Community House Hall 
356-358 Belgrave-Emerald Road, Emerald 3782 
 
Saturday and Sunday 6th and 7th May 2017 
10 a.m to 4 p.m 
 
Admission $5  no concessions 
 
ALL PROCEEDS TO THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY KIMBERLEY PROJECT 

 
 
Enquiries Linda McKay   0415 960 749 

 

 


