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President’s	Report	
	

The	last	3	months	have	seen	much	activity.	Firstly,	and	amazingly,	our	membership	has	

exceeded	280!	There	are	a	few	possible	reasons	for	this.	We	know	the	population	of	the	

Eastern	Dandenong	Ranges	is	ageing	and	we	know	that	new	members	are	made	to	feel	

very	welcome.	Our	classes	have	an	important	social	content	–	we	all	enjoy	the	cuppa	&	

chat	either	part	way	through	or	after	class	finishes.	Our	new	classes	are	attracting	more	

members	too.	I’m	sure	that	the	activities	of	the	Men’s	Shed	&	the	monthly	Garage	Sales	

also	highlight	our	presence	in	the	community.	Many	enquiries	come	in	to	us	through	the	

website	&	our	Facebook	page	generates	interest.	

To	 properly	 manage	 this	 higher	 activity,	 Maureen	 Trotter	 is	 guiding	 us	 through	 the	

training	program	of	the	new	membership	management	system.	You	will	all	be	hearing	

more	 of	 UMAS	 over	 the	 next	 3	months.	 For	 those	members	who	would	 like	 to	 get	 a	

glimpse	 of	 the	 future,	 take	 a	 look	 at	 the	 U3A	Whittlesea	website.	 Our	member	 Doug	

Brook	 &	 his	 son	 Martin	 are	 designing	 our	 new	 website	 which	 will	 host	 the	 new	

membership	system.	

Some	 of	 our	 classes	 are	 noticing	 the	 normal	 winter	 drop	 in	 attendance	 as	 some	

members	head	north	 for	warmer	weather.	One	exception	to	this	 is	Anne	Taylor’s	new	

group	of	 singers	who	meet	weekly	at	Emerald	Secondary	College.	This	 is	 a	great	new	

activity	with	more	than	20	enthusiastic	members.	We	have	welcomed	Gaye	Dunstan	as	

the	accompanist	&	already	there	are	plans	 for	a	uniform	&	a	performance	 later	 in	 the	

year.	Everyone	is	welcome	to	join.	

Dale	Allen	is	calling	on	members	who	have	a	love	for	the	movie	classics	to	get	along	to	

Gemco	 on	 the	 3rd	 Monday	 each	 month	 at	 1pm.	 Dale	 has	 a	 huge	 library	 &	 extensive	

knowledge	of	the	old	favourites.	Last	session,	I	saw	Helen	&	Maurice	Waring	sitting	in	

the	stalls	complete	with	popcorn!	Ah,	it	takes	you	back.	

Planning	 for	 the	 new	Hills	 Hub	 has	 advanced	 another	 stage	with	 several	 community	

engagement	sessions	being	held	throughout	August.	Feedback	from	the	community	will	

be	evaluated	during	September	&	a	proposal	put	to	Council.	At	his	stage	it	is	anticipated	

that	work	could	begin	around	March/April	next	year.	Thanks	to	all	our	members	who	

attended	the	sessions	&	submitted	feedback	to	the	Council.	I	acknowledge	the	support	&	

hard	work	put	 in	 to	 this	project	by	Tim	Cooper	of	Cardinia	Shire	&	our	Ranges	Ward	

Councillors,	Leticia	Wilmot,	Tania	Baxter	&	Brett	Owen.	Our	new	home	in	the	Hub	will	

provide	 increased	 space	 of	 a	 much	 higher	 quality.	 We	 have	 arranged	 temporary	

premises	for	the	construction	period	&	more	detail	on	all	facets	of	this	exciting	project	

will	emerge	as	months	go	by.	

Our	 Program	 Co-ordinator,	 Henk	 Van	 den	 Bergen,	 is	 exploring	 links	 with	 other	

organisations	which	may	further	increase	the	range	of	activities	on	offer.	Remember,	if	

you	 have	 some	 knowledge	 of	 a	 particular	 subject	 that	 might	 be	 the	 basis	 for	 a	 new	

group	 or	 even	 one	 session,	 talk	 to	 Henk.	 Maybe	 you	 could	 facilitate	 a	 class	 using	

resources	like	U3A	On-Line.	

Meantime,	we	 are	 looking	 forward	 to	 Spring	 after	 a	wet	&	 cold	winter	 this	 year.	 The	

beauty	of	the	Hills	as	new	leaves	&	blossoms	appear	is	a	magic	time.	

Live,	Learn	&	Enjoy.								

	

Mal	Bowmaker					 	
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News	from	around	our	classes	

Photography	
	

The	 number	 of	 members	 now	 enrolled	 in	 the	 Photography	 class	 has	 grown,	 and	

although	not	everyone	is	able	to	attend	every	session,	we	have	had	a	busy	time.	

This	year	we	have	had	three	non-U3A	

photographers	 come	 and	 present	

their	 works,	 to	 talk	 about	 their	

particular	 interests,	 their	

approach	 and	 processes	 and	

answer	 members’	 questions.		

One	 of	 these	 has	 been	 David	

Neilson,	 a	 local	 photographer	

and	publisher	of	Snowgum	Press	
fame	 who	 may	 be	 known	 to	

many	of	you.		

We’ve	 also	 conducted	 in-house	

workshops	 on	 a	 variety	 of	

topics	 including	 lighting,	 using	

specific	 camera	 programs	 and	

on	the	use	of	imaging	programs	

like	Photoshop.	

Recently	 a	 number	 from	 the	

group	made	 the	 trip	 to	 the	Monash	 Gallery	 of	 Art	 to	 see	 an	 interesting	 exhibition	 of	

Chinese	photography.	

Our	next	major	 focus	 is	 taking,	 selecting	and	preparing	 images	 to	enter	 in	 the	annual	

Emerald	 U3A	 exhibition	 to	 be	 held	 in	 November.	 This	 will	 encompass	 some	 image	

manipulation,	cropping,	printing	(off-site)	and	presentation	which	may	include	cutting	

of	mattes	and	framing.	

One	of	our	 favourite	 activities	 is	what	 I	 call	 “Show	and	Tell”	where	members	present	

their	 images	 to	 the	 group	 via	 the	 big	 screen.	 This	 will	 culminate	 with	 an	 in-house	

competition,	judged	by	a	professional,	in	October.	With	Spring	on	the	way	there	will	be	

many	photo	opportunities	for	members	to	take	advantage	of.	

And	then	look	out	–	Christmas	is	looming!	

Paul	Bianco					

Australian	History	
	

This	year	we	have	been	concentrating	on	the	post	federation	period	1901	to	2000.	

We	have	a	number	of	people	in	the	class	who	did	not	do	any	Australian	History	at	school	

so	much	of	what	we	are	learning	is	new.	

Recently	the	class	had	an	excursion	to	town	to	visit	the	Latrobe	Library	that	has	some	

great	resources	on	Australian	history.		

In	one	session,	Dr	John	Basarin,	an	Australian	with	a	Turkish	background,	spoke	to	us	

about	Gallipoli	from	the	Turkish	side.	

My	major	objective	with	 this	 class	 is	 to	make	participants	 realise	 that	Australia	has	a	

very	 rich	history	pre	 and	post	white	 settlement.	We	all	 benefit	 from	having	a	 greater	

knowledge	of	our	own	land.	

The	class	meets	every	2nd	and	4th	Monday	at	10.30am	in	U3A			House.	

Dick	Bartley	
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Patchwork	
	

Winter	is	definitely	upon	us	and	the	cold	and	wet	it	seems	has	spurred	on	the	ladies	of	

the	 Patchwork	Group	 to	 finish	 a	 number	 of	 quilts.	 Everyone	 it	 seems	has	 been	doing	

their	homework	so	well	done	to	you	all.	Our	show	and	tell	session	was	full	of	finished	or	

almost	 finished	 quilts.	 Some	 need	 to	 be	 quilted	 yet	 but	 the	 light	 is	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	

tunnel.	 Marianne	 has	 been	 very	 industrious	 with	 two	 beautiful	 lap	 quilts	 done	 and	

cheers	must	go	to	Norma	for	finishing	her	memory	quilt	top.			

Everyone	enjoyed	 the	 lesson	at	my	home	getting	up	close	and	personal	with	my	 long	

arm	quilting	machine.	Some	were	fearful	at	 first	but	soon	got	the	hang	of	 it.	Everyone	

enjoyed	making	patterns	and	swirls	letting	their	artist	side	come	out.	It	is	now	time	to	

work	 on	 ideas	 for	 new	 projects.	 Maybe	 the	 planned	 trip	 next	month	 to	 the	 National	

Gallery	of	Victoria	 to	see	the	Making	of	 the	Australian	Quilt	exhibition	will	 inspire	the	

group	to	bold	new	quilts.	

	

Karen	Black	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

															

	

	

	

	

Scrabble	
	

A	few	“words”	from	the	Scrabblers	

	The	Scrabble	Group	has	attracted	several	new	members	this	year,	which	is	great	to	see,	

plus	a	dedicated	group	of	regulars.	Our	meetings	consist	of	quiet	times	when	everyone	

is	concentrating,	 friendly	banter,	 laughter,	disagreement	over	 the	 legality	of	a	word	&	

sometimes	all	of	the	above	at	the	one	time,	plus	yummy	afternoon	tea.	If	anyone	would	

like	to	try	a	game	of	Scrabble	please	join	us	on	2nd	Tuesday	of	the	month	at	1.30pm	in	

room	1.	You	will	be	most	welcome.				

	Norma	Pugh				
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Philosophy	
	

Over	 the	 winter	 the	 philosophy	 group	 focused	 its	 attention	 on	 the	 major	 strands	 of	

democratic	 political	 ideologies.	We	 looked	 in	 turn	 at	 the	philosophical	 foundations	 of	

Conservatism,	 Liberalism	 and	 Democratic	 Socialism,	 how	 these	 have	 developed	 over	

time	and	how	each	of	these	traditions	is	currently	represented	in	Australian	politics.	

Last	 month	 we	 took	 up	 another	 area	 of	 interest.		 Doug	 Brook	 led	 a	 session	 on	 the	

scientific	 quest	 to	 understand	 religion	 as	 a	 purely	 natural	 process	 arising	 from	 our	

evolutionary	 history.	 We	 briefly	 considered	 findings	 and	 theories	 in	 biology,	

psychology,	 neuroscience	 and	 archeology.	 As	 an	 area	 of	 scientific	 research	 we	

discovered	 this	 is	 in	 its	 relatively	 early	 stages	 but	 is	 actively	 developing.	 The	

philosophical	 question	 this	 poses	 is:	 if	 the	 natural	 sciences	 can	 explain	 religion	 as	

arising	 wholly	 out	 of	 natural	 processes	 ought	 we	 to	 conclude	 that	 religion,	 in	 all	 its	

forms,	is	an	illusion?		To	come	to	grips	with	this	question	we	identified	the	underlying	

issue	as	being	whether	anything	other	than	the	physical	universe	exists.	This	is	a	critical	

issue	in	philosophy	on	which	a	great	many	things,	including	the	status	of	religion,	seem	

to	 hinge.		 Big	 ideas,	 plenty	 of	 mental	 exercise,	 spirited	 discussion:	 no	 wonder	 we	

appreciated	our	coffee	break.				

	 	

	

Genealogy	
	

The	Genealogy	group	went	to	the	Public	Record	Office	of	Victoria	on		

August	 16.	 Members	 were	 looking	 for	 records	 covering	 a	 variety	 of	 subjects	 from	

inquests,	wills,	shipping	records	and	so	on.	

We	 had	 an	 early	 start	 in	 the	 morning	 catching	 the	 train	 at	 9.00am	 and	 returning	 at	

4.00pm.	It	was	a	long	day.	

Prior	to	that	in	earlier	meetings	members	have	been	presenting	their	family	trees	to	the	

class	to	invite	discussion	on	where	to	search	when	they	meet	the	proverbial	brick	wall.	

It	can	be	helpful	to	have	another's	perspective	on	the	records.	The	new	white	board	at	

the	rear	of	the	room	has	proved	very	helpful	for	sticking	up	large	sheets	of	paper	with	

complicated	tree	diagrams	on	them!		

We	have	also	had	closer	looks	at	some	web	sites.	It’s	as	well	to	note	that	only	30%	of	the	

world	records	are	listed	on	the	well-known	research	sites	and	that	there	are	a	number	

of	other	sites	around	that	can	help.		

Attendances	 have	 been	 lower	 with	 many	 members	 away	 on	 holidays	 in	 warmer	

areas.		Next	year's	class	could	use	a	different	system	to	suit	a	six	week	course	on	records	

and	accessibility.	Then	we	may	have	a	break	for	winter.	I	am	always	happy	to	listen	to	

any	suggestions.	

	

Hilary	Thomas	
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Botanical	Art	
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Cinema	Classics	
	

Our	 little	 group	 meets	 on	 the	 third	 Monday	 of	 every	 month	 at	 the	 GEM	 Theatre	 in	

Kilvington	Drive	at	12:45	pm	for	a	1:00pm	start.	

	

The	Gem	Theatre	can	seat	up	to	90	people	so	there	is	plenty	of	room	for	all	who	might	

be	interested.	

	

Anyone	who	is	a	U3A	Member	from	another	region	is	welcome	to	come	along	and	join	

us	for	the	afternoon	so	please	spread	the	word.	

	

We	usually	start	off	with	a	program	of	short	features,	which	may	include	a	cartoon	or	2	

from	the	classic	period,	maybe	a	serial,	we	are	currently	half	way	through	1936’s	“Burn-

‘Em-Up	 Barnes”	 about	 a	 dastardly	 villain	 trying	 to	 take	 (financial)	 advantage	 of	 a	

beautiful	heroine	who	is	protected	by	our	titular	hero.	Don’t	worry	if	you	haven’t	seen	

the	earlier	episodes,	there	is	a	re-cap	at	the	start	and	let’s	face	it.	 It’s	a	serial.	You	just	

know	what’s	going	to	happen.	

We	might	also	 include	a	musical	 film	clip	or	video	from	the	50’s,	60’s	or	70’s	 to	make	

you	 awash	 with	 nostalgia.	 Maybe	 a	 travelogue	 or	 an	 industrial	 short	 of	 some	 sort,	

whatever	 it	 is	you	will	 find	it	 interesting.	(If	you	don’t,	don’t	worry	it’s	only	short	and	

something	else	will	quickly	follow.)	

	

A	short	interval	for	tea,	coffee	and	sandwiches,	biscuits	and	cakes	will	precede	the	main	

feature	which	normally	starts	at	about	2:30pm	

	

	Coming	up	at	future	sessions	are	…	

	

NEXT	 TO	 NO	 TIME	 from	 1958	 with	 Kenneth	

More,	Betsy	Drake	and	Sid	James	

	

Unassuming	 planning	 engineer	 David	 Webb	

finds	 himself	 on	 the	 Queen	 Elizabeth	 to	 New	

York	 with	 instructions	 to	 negotiate	 a	 high-

powered	loan.	His	lack	of	confidence	means	he	is	

completely	out	of	his	depth,	at	least	until	he	finds	

his	 personality	 changes	 every	 day	 during	 the	

hour	 the	 ship’s	

clocks	 stop	 to	

make	

allowance	 for	

their	westward	

passage.	

	

We	 might	

follow	 that	 in	

another	

session	 with	 a	

vintage	 thriller	

with	 John	Mills.	Phyllis	Calvert,	Eileen	Moor	and	Sam	

Wanamaker	
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MR	DENNING	DRIVES	NORTH	from	1951	

	

When	 well-off	 aircraft	 designer	 Denning	 finds	 his	 daughter's	 current	 boyfriend	 is	 a	

nasty	 character	 he	 tries	 to	 buy	 him	 off,	 ending	 up	 hitting	 him	 and	 causing	 his	 death	

when	he	 falls.	 Instead	of	 calling	 the	police	he	dumps	 the	body	 in	a	 lonely	 spot	on	 the	

road	to	the	North,	making	it	look	like	a	hit-and-run	accident.	Weeks	later	there	is	still	no	

report	of	the	body	being	found,	and	Denning	starts	to	go	to	pieces.	When	he	lets	his	wife	

into	his	secret	the	two	start	making	enquiries,	possibly	making	things	worse.	

	

We	 are	 always	 open	 to	 suggestions	 so	 please	 feel	 free	 to	 let	me	 know	 of	 a	 long	 lost	

favourite	and	I	will	see	if	I	can	find	a	copy	to	show.	

	

Dale	Allen	

	

	

	

	

Film	Review	

	

The	Amorous	Prawn	1962	

Starring:	 Ian	Carmichael,	Cecil	Parker,	 Joan	Greenwood,	Dennis	Price,	Robert	Beatty,	Finlay	Currie,	

Derek	Nimmo.	

	

Based	 on	 a	 farcical	 play	 by	 Anthony	 Kimmins	 and	 directed	 by	 him	 this	 production	

proved	to	be	very	popular	with	us	all.	General	Fitzadam	(Cecil	Parker)	receives	his	final	

posting	in	the	remote	Scottish	Highlands	and	his	wife	(Joan	Greenwood),	very	keen	to	

obtain	 a	 country	 cottage	 for	 their	 retirement,	 decides	 to	 run	 their	 residence	which	 is	

owned	by	 the	Ministry	of	Defence,	 as	 a	hotel	 for	wealthy	Americans.	Mayhem	ensues	

when	the	General	arrives	home	unexpectedly	from	a	three	month	posting	abroad		and	

the	Laird	(Finlay	Currie)	discovers	that	his	prize	salmon	are	being	poached	to	keep	the	

Americans	happily	fishing.	

The	farcical	situations,	comic	timing	and	facial	expressiveness	of	the	cast	added	up	to	a	

fast	paced	classic	British	Comedy	which	kept	us	chuckling	from	beginning	to	end.	

So	come	along,	relax,	 join	in	the	laughter	-	said	to	be	the	best	medicine	-	and	enjoy	an	

escapist	and	nostalgic	afternoon	at	CLASSIC	CINEMA.	

	

Helen	Waring	

Dedicated	Cinema	Goer		
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Working	With	wood	
	

Working	with	Wood	for	the	newsletter	–	August		2016	

There	have	been	a	few	absences	in	July	and	August	but	

generally		activity	is	strong.		Anne	and	Roy	have	done	well	

with	their	project	toolboxes	

and	looking	to	starting	

projects	of	their	own	

choosing.		Roy	is	well	into	the	

making	of	a	market	style	

wheelbarrow	from	pieces	he	

has	held	on	to.		Instead	of	a	tub,	the	wheelbarrow	will	

have	a	platform	and	sides	similar	to	the	image.		Handles	

have	been	created	with	Roy	getting	to	use	a	Spokeshave	

for	the	handle	grips.	He	is	be	using	Victorian	Ash	and	

Merbau	timbers.	

Jeff	continues	making	handles	from	exotic	timbers	for	some	

very	old	knives	he	has	acquired	and	has	begun	making	a	

cigar	box	guitar.		Tony	and	

Pepe	made	the	planter	box	

for	Jill	and	now	Tony	is	

dreaming	up	his	next	

project.		Jim	finished	

making	an	artist’s	box	for	

carrying	paints	and	brushes	then	started	work	on	a	

small	display,	extending	his	experience	with	using	a	

router	(not	the	internet	kind)	to	create	rebated	

housings	to	fit	everything	together.		

Pepe	and	Mal	continue	with	their	small	boating	activities	and	Pepe	also	gives	of	his	time	

helping	me	with	the	various	class	projects.		Doug	has	been	kept	busy	with	U3A	

handovers	etc.,	but	is	making	good	progress	on	the	Cedar	panelling	he	is	restoring.		We	

have	a	good	team	and	are	having	fun	working	through	different	projects.		Faye	&	Lola	

have	been	absent	with	family	matters	and	we	look	forward	to	them	returning	soon.			

Meanwhile	I	am	enjoying	being	challenged	making	

instrument	cases	for	the	wheelhouse	of	the	tugboat	I	

am	helping	restore.		After	some	discussion	it	was	

decided	to	use	a	join	called	a	“lock	mitre”.		It	is	a	

precision	join	created	by	a	Router	and	special	cutter,	

leaving	the	instrument	case	looking	as	though	the	

corners	were	bent	to	right	angles	with	no	end	grain	

showing.		Once	I	get	on	top	of	it	we	can	start	using	it	in	

some	of	our	projects	in	the	class.	

	

	

Blythe	Osbourne	

	

	 	

	

Anne	setting	out	dovetails	

	

Old	style	wheelbarrow	

	

Alan	&	Jeff	with	the	

plans	for	the	guitar	

	

Tony	and	Pepe	made	the	

planter	

	

Lock	Mitre	
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Art	of	Watercolour	Painting		
	

	

Things	are	flowing	along	well	in	this	sociably	creative	fun	class.	They	say	that	literature	

and	reading	is	good	for	mental	health	and	so	is	art.		

Whilst	 at	 least	 being	 challenged	 as	 we	 tackle	 a	 different	 subject	 to	 paint	 every	 two	

weeks,	we	all	escape	for	three	hours.	It’s	great	therapy	and	we	measure	our	success	and	

progression	at	show	 and	 tell	 at	 the	beginning	of	 each	 class	between	9.45	and	10am.	
Once	underway	with	painting	each	new	subject,	you	could	hear	a	pin	drop	in	the	main	

meeting	room.		

Most	 important	 is	 11.15	 am	 when	 we	 break	 for	 the	 morning	 cuppa	 and	 cake	 when	

actively	we	solve	the	problems	of	the	world	in	the	U3A	kitchen.	

Then	it	is	back	to	our	real	world	of	art	for	another	hour	and	a	half.	

	

As	 leader	 of	 this	 art	 class,	 I	 love	 giving	

out	 thoughts	 and	 ideas	 about	 how	 to	

paint.	 Never	 do	 I	 dictate	 how	 anything	
should	 exactly	 be	 done.	 It’s	 all	 about	

hands	 on	 and	 I	 usually	 paint	 the	 same	

subject	that	is	chosen	each	two	weeks	at	

the	same	time	as	everyone	else.	 I	show	
and	 tell	 my	 work	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	
every	 class	 as	 well.	 In	 so	 doing	 I	 also	

learn	plenty	 from	comments	offered	by	

my	eager	students.		

We	 have	 a	 good	 attendance	 each	 and	

every	 time	 to	 the	extent	we	will	need	a	

bigger	 room	 in	 the	 new	 Emerald	

Community	Hub.		

I	am	very	proud	of	 the	progress	people	are	making,	even	those	starters	with	no	prior	

experience	of	painting.	

I	 have	 to	 say	 that	 out	 of	 all	 the	 U3A	members	 that	 attend	 watercolour	 classes	 I	 am	

probably	the	one	that	learns	and	gains	the	most.	For	that	I	am	very	grateful.	Also	we	are	

very	grateful	that	U3A	can	offer	such	splendid	facilities	at	minimal	cost	for	people	of	our	

age.	Long	may	that	continue.			

	

Ted	Horton	
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The	Emerandi	Singers		
	
(Emerald	and	District	U3A	Choristers)	
	
Well,	folks,	it’s	up	and	running…		
	

For	 the	 first	

meeting	 held	 on	

Wednesday	 27th	

July,	 2016,	 at	 the	

Emerald	 Secondary	

College,	 in	 the	

Music	Room,	F6,	 19	

choristers	 arrived	

and	 we	 leapt	 into	

the	 cauldron	 of	

choir	 singing	

straight	 away.	 	 Our	

accompanist	 was	

the	 first	 person	 to	

express	 an	 interest	

in	 joining	 the	 choir	

(and	 she	 was	

overseas	 at	 the	

time),	 Gaye	

Dunstan.	What	a	coup!	Her	husband,	Graham,	is	a	base-baritone	and	they	both	are	part	

of	 the	Monash	Chorale.	At	 this	stage	men	make	up	more	 than	half	of	 the	group	and	 it	

gives	 a	 lovely	 tonal	 depth	 to	 the	 singing.	We	 have	 fun	 with	 exercises	 for	 relaxation,	

breathing	and	vocal	exercises,	and	with	‘rounds’	that	give	such	a	lovely	harmony.	I	was	

delighted	with	the	response	of	the	singers	to	hand	signals	with	the	loud	and	soft	notes	

and	a	beautiful	tone	-	which	predicts	a	fantastic	choir.			

We	will	be	 launching	 into	singing	well-known	songs,	 some	Negro	spirituals	and	some	

new	songs	with	which	we	will	develop	part	singing.	We	hope	to	entertain	groups	in	the	

community	 and	 definitely	 encourage	 others	 to	 join	 us.	 Come	 to	 the	 School	 on	

Wednesday	afternoons	from	4.00pm.	until	6.00pm.,	parking	just	outside	the	gymnasium	

-	which	 is	on	the	 far	end	of	 the	school	near	the	exit.	 It	 is	 just	a	short	walk	around	the	

curve	of	the	building	to	the	door	in	the	F6	building	where	the	music	room	is.	We	have	a	

break	 after	 about	 an	 hour	 with	 a	 cuppa	 and	 refreshments.	 It	 is	 very	 friendly	 and		

provides	a	time	to	unwind	and	express	yourself	 in	song,	 listening	to	each	other	 in	the	

harmonies.	It’s	a	healthy	leisure	activity	for	members	of	the	University	of	the	Third	Age!	

You	go	away	relaxed,	smiling	and	humming	on	your	way	home.		

Come	and	join	us!		

	

Anne	Taylor		(choir	leader)		 	 	 	 	 	
E		annetay1@msn.com	

H		03	5968	5181	

M		0448	112	02	
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The	Garden	Group	
	

	

The	 cold	 weather	 has	 not	 really	 put	 off	 members	 joining	 in	 each	 of	 our	 monthly	

activities.	We	are	finding	that	our	interest	in	our	gardens	brings	us	in	contact	with	many	

other	people	who	have	a	passion	in	their	life.	

In	June	we	visited	Peppermint	Ridge,	Tynong	North.	Starting	with	a	visit	to	their	small	

museum	we	found	ourselves	thinking	of	the	beginnings	of	our	local	district.	The	life	of	

the	local	aborigines	and	then	the	early	settlers	who	had	to	be	pretty	self	sufficient.		

An	 organic	 garden	 with	 its	 ways	 and	 means	 to	 provide	 water	 and	 nutrients	 to	 the	

vegetables	and	restaurant	was	visited.	Then	a	stroll	around	a	native	flora	garden	where	

we	learned	the	many	uses	these	plants	can	be	put	to.	Food,	yes;	teas,	yes;	medicine,	yes;	

and	utilitarian	uses,	making	string,	baskets,	spears	etc.	

We	then	went	to	the	old	school	house	and	had	a	wonderful	afternoon	tea;	 ingredients	

for	many	of	the	dishes	coming	from	the	garden.	We	were	entertained	and	impressed	by	

our	hosts	Julie	and	Anthony.	They	knew	their	subject	so	well;	lived	the	life,	and	were	so	

willing	to	share	their	knowledge.	A	wonderful	afternoon.	

	

	

	

July	 saw	 us	 at	 U3A	 House	 as	 Del	

Matthew	MA,	and	her	husband	John,	

took	 us	 through	 Italy	 and	 France's	

wonderful	 rose	 gardens.	 They	

showed	 a	 small	 selection	 of	 their	

thousands	of	photos.	Roses	seem	to	

grow	 abundantly	 out	 of	 even	 rocks	

in	 some	 of	 the	 gardens.	 Then	 a	

report	 on	 the	World	 Convention	 of	

Rose	 Gardens	 held	 in	 France	 last	

year.	A	delightful	rosy	afternoon.	

August	we	visited	Yellingbo	to	hear	

about	 the	Helmeted	Honeyeaters’	 survival	 at	 the	 sanctuary.	 James	 and	Michelle	were	

enthusiastic	and	knowledgeable	hosts.	We	could	have	listened	all	day.	The	native	plant		

nursery,	 basically	 run	 by	 volunteers,	 was	 an	 eye	 opener.	 Well	 grown	 plants	 by	 the	

thousands	and	more	being	propagated	by	very	professional	methods.	Some	of	the	plants	

are	on	sale	on	Tuesday,	Thursday	and	Saturday	morning.	Profits	help	to	prepare	 	new	

areas	 for	 these	 wonderful	 rare	 birds.	 They	 are	 Victoria's	 bird	 emblem;	 it	 would	 be	

terrible	to	lose	them.	

September	5th:	we	plan	a	trip	to	Hancock's	daffodil	display	area.	After	that	afternoon	tea	

at	the	picnic	ground	across	the	road.	Members	are	encouraged	to	bring	something	to	do	

with	spring	eg	a	flower,	plants,	photo,	poem	or	even	a	hat.		

October	3rd:	We	are	taking	a	day	trip	to	Mt	Macedon.	We	will	visit	Stephen	Ryan's	home	

garden	 "Tugerium"	 for	 plants,	 and	 an	 Edna	Walling	 garden,	 "Durrol”	 for	 design.	 The	

ladies	of	Mt	Macedon	will	be	our	hosts	and	are	providing	us	with	a	home	made	lunch.	

If	you	would	like	more	information	please	contact	me.				Edith	Colley	0400155311.	
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Current	Affairs	
	

Now	that	the	election	is	over	you	would	think	that	there	would	be	less	to	talk	about.	

No,	this	is	not	the	case	with	the	Emerald	U3A	Current	Affairs	class.	Our	politicians	and	

media	outlets	always	give	us	plenty	to	talk	about	it.	Some	concern	has	been	raised	that	

we	 do	 tend	 to	 take	 an	 ABC/The	 Age/Guardian	 view	 of	 the	 world	 but	 we	 do	 have	

participants	who	gather	their	information	from	other	sources.	Yes,	really.	

The	aim	of	the	Current	Affairs	class	is	not	to	debate	but	to	learn	from	each	other	and	to	

be	better	informed	about	issues.	You	are	most	welcome	to	come	along	to	see	if	it	would	

interest	you.	We	meet	on	the	first	and	third	Mondays	at	10.30am	in	U3A	House.	

	

Dick	Bartley	

Table	Tennis	
	

We	are	still	a	very	popular	activity.	Two	new	members	joined	this	month	and	we	really	

do	need	space	for	six	tables.	We	live	in	hope.	

	

Linda	Andrews	

 	
  

Yoga 
 
Perhaps	 not	 the	 most	 popular	 activity,	 but	 are	 we	

fit?	 		Our	membership	 is	eight	and	we	usually	have	at	

least	six	each	session.	

	

Linda	Andrews	

	

	

Poetry	For	Pleasure	
	

In	 the	 last	 few	months,	we’ve	 been	 listening	 to	 and	 talking	

about	Shakespeare’s	beautiful	sonnets,	Dylan	Thomas’	stirring	poems	and	the	delights	

of	Keats’	verse.	

So	many	 brilliant	 performers	 have	 recorded	 poetry	 over	 the	 years	 –	 think	 Sir	 Cedric	

Hardwicke,	Orson	Welles.	Richard	Burton,	 James	Mason,	 Judy	Dench,	Sybil	Thorndike,	

Dylan	Thomas.	How	good	is	it	that	we	can	find	these	recordings		on	the	internet.	I	once	

thought	I	had	a	unique	collection	of	spoken	word	gathered	over	the	past	50	years	until	I	

discovered	many	of	my	treasures	are	now	available	on	the	web.		

This	week	our	class	will	be	 listening	to	Walter	de	 la	Mare	and	 John	Masefield	reading	

their	iconic	poetry.	(now	these	you	can’t	find	on	the	web!)					

	

Mac	Craig	
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Flower	Arrangement	
	

Flowers	for	the	Home	&	Gift	Giving	

	

Recently	 some	 of	 our	 group	 have	

been	 on	 holidays,	 travelling	 in	

Australia,	 avoiding	 our	 cold	winter	

weather	 and	 others	 have	 been	

overseas.	 	Travel	 to	 Europe	 always	

brings	 up	 wonderful	 memories	 so	

for	 those	 of	 us	 at	 home,	 I	 decided	

this	 month	 to	 use	 our	 beautiful	

spring	 flowers	 -	 the	 bright	 colours	

reminding	 me	 of	 Monet's	

garden.	 	The	 intense	 joy	 these	

gorgeous	 flowers	 can	 bring	 never	

fails	to	astonish	me	every	year.			We	made	

a	 vibrant,	 natural	 looking	bouquet	which	

everyone	was	very	happy	to	take	home	to	

enjoy.	 	This	was	a	bouquet	one	can	make	

over	 and	 over	 again	 often	 with	 pickings	

from	 your	 own	 garden.	 However,	 there	

are	 lots	 of	 tricks	 to	 get	 it	 right	 -	 as	

everyone	 constantly	 tells	 me.	 	Making	

something	 look	 natural	 involves	 some	

thought.	 	Drive	 by	 Hancock's	 Daffodil	

Farm	 for	 the	 next	 few	 weeks	 and	

purchase	 a	 few	 bunches	 of	 daffodils	 or	

take	 some	 to	 friends.	 	We	 are	 so	 very	

fortunate	 to	 have	 such	 easy	 access	 to	

some	 exquisite	 varieties	 rarely	 seen	 in	

shops.	 	If	 you	 have	 a	 Daphne,	 pick	 a	 few	

sprigs	 and	 share	 it.	Your	 plant	 will	 also	
thank	you.		
	

At	another	 recent	class,	we	made	wreath	

bases	 with	 natural	 materials,	 pieces	

which	can	be	added	were	discussed	as	well	as	methods	for	adding	fresh	flowers	when	

required.		I	gave	a	talk	on	several	pieces	that	I	made	ahead	of	the	class	for	entertaining	

at	home	and	for	those	special	occasions.	

	

'PEOPLE	 FROM	 A	 PLANET	 WITHOUT	 FLOWERS	 WOULD	 THINK	WE	 MUST	 BE	 MAD	

WITH	JOY	THE	WHOLE	TIME	TO	HAVE	SUCH	THINGS	ABOUT	US'.	Iris	Murdoch	

	

Elaine	Hahn	
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The	Coffee	Club	
	
Morning	Coffee	 2nd	Tuesday	of	the	month	at	10	am	
	

May	10		 Emerald	 Bakery	

June	14		 Monbulk		 Friends	on	the	Hill	

July	12		 Emerald		 Laughing	Fox	

Aug	9		 Kallista		 Grant’s	Reserve	

Sept	13		 Emerald		 Zest																

Oct	11		 Gembrook		 Spencers	Store	

Nov	8		 Cockatoo		 Brunch	on	Main	

	

	

Day	Trips	and	Excursions	 	
4th	Thursday	of	the	month	
	

May	26		 Tourist	tram	and	laneways	of	Melbourne		

Planner:	Noeleen		

	

June	23		 Visit	the	Shrine	of	Remembrance		

	 	 Planner:	Brian	 (or	Gallery	or	Museum	if	poor	weather)	

	

July	28		 Explore	Yarragon	

	 	 Planner:	Jim	 	 (car	pool	to	Pakenham	station)	

	

Aug	25		 Visit	the	Jewish	Museum	in	Elsternwick	

	 	 Planner:	Maureen	

	

Sept	22		 Victoria	Market	

	 	 Planner:	Maureen	

	

Oct	27		 Cranbourne	Botanical	Gardens	

	 	 Planner:	Maureen	

	

Nov	24		 Trip	to	Stony	Point	and	Cowes	

	 	 Planner:	Jim	 	 (travel	by	train	and	Ferry)	

	

	

Please	contact	Maureen	(0438683751)	closer	to	each	event	for	more	details		

and	to	let	us	know	that	you	are	planning	to	attend.	

	

	

	 	



	 16	

	

	
Coffee	Club	trip	to	the	Jewish	Holocaust	Centre	25th	August	
	

Our	very	 friendly	group	of	9	 firstly	 travelled	by	 train	 from	Belgrave	 to	Richmond	and	

then	 swapped	 to	 the	 Sandringham	 line	 for	 the	 rest	 of	 our	 trip	 to	 Elsternwick.	 Coffee	

being	the	first	thing	on	our	agenda,	we	decided	to	try	the	nearby	Goat	Café	and	spent	a	

very	pleasant	time	sitting	round	a	large	table	enjoying	the	good	service	provided.	

	

	

The	Holocaust	centre,	only	a	short	walk	away,	had	some	

very	intricate	and	thought-provoking	sculptured	columns	

outside	the	entrance.	

	

This	photo	shows	David	examining	one	of	them.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Once	 inside	 the	 building,	 we	 signed	 the	 register,	 made	 our	 donations	 and	 began	 to	

examine	some	of	the	many	informative	displays	set	up	as	a	memorial	to	the	millions	of	

Jews	who	were	murdered	before	and	during	the	Second	World	War.		

We	 were	 fortunate	 to	 be	 invited	 to	 join	 a	 school	 group	 listening	 to	 a	 92	 year	 old	

Holocaust	 survivor	 describe	 some	 of	 his	 experiences	 in	 the	 ghetto	 and	 in	 Auschwitz.	

Harrowing	is	not	a	strong	enough	word	for	much	of	it!	He	was	only	27	kg	by	war’s	end!		

Abe’s	soft	voice	was	hard	to	hear	at	times	but	his	very	positive	outlook	shone	through.	

He	told	us	of	working	with	a	friend	to	keep	people’s	spirits	up	in	the	ghetto,	of	collecting	

photos	and	other	evidence	of	how	they	were	mistreated	and	burying	them	in	two	metal	

tins,	one	of	which	he	managed	to	retrieve	after	 the	war.	 	His	 friend	also	survived	and	

came	to	Australia.	Both	were	instrumental	 in	setting	up	the	memorial	centre.	Abe	still	

volunteers	there	several	days	a	week.	

	

No	 photos	 were	 allowed	 in	 the	

centre	 so	 this	 one	 shows	most	 of	

our	group	as	we	left	to	search	for	a	

venue	for	a	late	lunch.		

	

We	 thoroughly	 recommend	 the	

$10	lunch	specials	at	the	Umbrella	

Café.	 The	meals	were	 a	 great	 size	

and	 very	 tasty.	 The	 proprietor	

seemed	a	great	character	too!	

A	quick	visit	 to	a	nearby	Op	Shop	

completed	 our	 time	 in	

Elsternwick.		

	

	

	

Our	 next	 outings	 are	 morning	 coffee	 at	 Zest	 on	 Sept	 13th	 and	 a	 trip	 to	 the	 Victoria	

Market	on	Sept	22nd.	All	U3A	members	are	welcome.					Maureen	Trotter	
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A	Visit	to	the	Making	the	Australian	Quilt	Exhibition	at	the	NGV	
	

	

On	 Thursday	 18	 August	 three	members	 of	 the	 U3A	 Patchwork	 group	 and	 two	 other	

interested	 members	 visited	 the	 Making	 the	 Australian	 Quilt	 Exhibition	 currently	 on	

show	at	the	NGV	at	Fed	Square.	 	We	went	along	expecting	to	see	some	beautiful	quilts	

and	we	were	 not	 disappointed,	 in	 fact	 we	were	 stunned	 at	 the	 big	 number	 of	 quilts	

displayed,	the	beauty	and	intricacy	of	the	works,	the	artistic	and	imaginative	nature	of	

the	works,	and	the	historical	adventure	that	we	found	ourselves	following	as	we	moved	

through	the	exhibition.	

	

The	quilts	made	by	both	men	and	women	included	one	made	by	convict	women	during	

the	 journey	to	Tasmania,	some	which	celebrated	the	Golden	Jubilee	of	Queen	Victoria,	

some	 celebrated	 community	 participation	 in	 various	 events,	 and	 some	 showed	 how	

people	 coped	 through	 hard	 times	 and	 The	 Great	 Depression.	 There	 is	 an	 amazing	

embroidered	blanket	made	by	a	POW	in	Stalag	383	during	WWII	and	a	cape	made	by	a	

member	of	the	Cheer	Up	Society	appliquéd	with	badges	of	service	men.	 	There	is	even	

one	made	from	the	little	bits	of	yellow	ribbon	used	for	cigar	packaging.		

	

One	 favourite	 was	 a	 quilt	 on	 loan	 from	 the	 Australian	 National	 Gallery	 in	 Canberra	

attributed	to	Mary	Jane	Hannaford.	It	seemed	as	if	Mary	Jane	just	sewed	whatever	she	

wanted	 onto	 her	 quilt	 in	 whatever	 order	 she	 could	 fit	 it,	 flowers,	 animals,	 family	

celebrations,	words	and	verses.	The	picture	is	of	her	"Goodnight"	quilt	showing	amongst	

other	things	"the	unhappy	honeymooners"	looking	shyly	at	each	other.	This	one	made	

us	all	smile	and	has	a	beautiful	little	verse	embroidered	at	the	bottom.	

	

Michele	Bowmaker	

	

Omission	

	

It	isn't	the	thing	you	do	dear,	

It's	the	thing	you	have	left	undone	

Which	gives	you	a	bit	of	a	heartache		

At	the	setting	of	the	sun	

	

The	tender	word	forgotten	

The	letter	you	did	not	write	

The	flower	you	might	have	sent	dear	

Are	your	haunting	ghosts	tonight	

	

The	stone	you	might	have	lifted		

Out	of	a	brothers	way	

For	life	is	all	too	short	

And	sorrow	is	all	too	great	

And	it's	not	the	thing	you	do	

It's	the	thing	you	leave	undone	

Which	gives	you	a	bit	of	heartache	

At	the	setting	of	the	sun	
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Upcoming	Events	
	

U3A	Exhibition	
	

In	 keeping	 with	 recent	 years	 we	 shall	 again	 conduct	 a	 U3A	 Exhibition	 on	 Sunday	

November	6th		to	present	the	activities	of	U3A	to	the	community.	

	

However,	due	to	the	success	of	our	monthly	garage	sales	outside	the	Men’s	Shed	on	the		

1st	Sunday	of	the	month	(due	to	recommence	shortly)	there	will	be	no	bazaar	this	year.	

	

To	ensure	the	success	of	the	Exhibition,	all	members	are	asked	to	consider	preparing	or	

selecting	work	 to	 exhibit.	 	 It	may	 be	 photographs,	 paintings,	 needlework,	woodwork,	

quilts,	pieces	of	creative	writing,	in	fact	anything	that	can	be	hung,	placed	on	an	easel	or	

free	standing	on	a	table	or	on	the	floor.	

	

With	a	bit	of	charm,	persuasion,	and	luck	we	might	even	convince	one	or	two	members	

to	engage	in	what-I	might-call	a	live	display.	The	plan	is	to	hold	a	sausage	sizzle	in	the	

middle	of	the	day	to	entice	visitors.		

	

So,	let’s	start	thinking	about	it.	Can	I	ask	all	tutors	to	discuss	the	exhibition	at	class	and	

hopefully	encourage	members	to	participate.	As	the	time	draws	near	I	shall	be	looking	

for	 volunteers	 to	 “bump”	 the	 exhibition	 in	 on	 Saturday	 5th	 and	 to	 spend	 a	 couple	 of	

hours	receiving	visitors	on	the	Sunday.	

	Paul	Bianco	
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Christmas	Lunch	
	
At	Rose	Cottage,	Monbulk,	Wednesday	14th	December	at	12	Noon.		$33	per	head	

payable	at	the	time	of	booking	to	our	treasurer,	Alan	Zubek.	
	

	

	

	

Cardinia	home	support	services	
	
Cardinia	 is	 a	 provider	 for	 Commonwealth	 Home	 Support	 Services	 and	 will	 have	 a	

representative	 at	 U3A,	 Room	 1	 at	 1:30PM	 on	 Monday	 19th	 September	 to	 advise	 of	

services	available	to	residents.	
Topics	to	include:	

• respite	for	home	carers	
• transport	
• some	home	maintenance	
• home	care	(eg	-	showering,	shopping)	
Please	book	on	0404	938	176	

	

	
	

To	be	held	at	U3A	meeting	room	SATURDAY	NOVEMBER	5	at	7.30	pm	as	a	fundraiser	

for	The	Wilderness	Society	-	Jack	Quigley	of	The		Wilderness	Society	will	conduct	a	brief	

presentation.	

	

Tables	of	8,	tickets	$10	per	person	-	BYO	drinks/glasses	and	nibbles.	Supper	gold	coin	

donation	

	

Silent	auction,	raffles,	door	prizes	and	fun.	Great	prizes	donated	by	our	wonderful	local	

community.	Test	your	grey	matter	and	support	the	Kimberley	environment.	

	

Tickets	available	contact:	

Linda	McKay	-	0415960749	

Potsy	Quigley	-	59681871	

	

Trivial	Pursuit	Night	
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Beryl	writes	….	The	more	the	merrier.	

															More	workers,	more	research	more	visitors	

															It's	fun,	too	

															Apply	at	Emerald	Museum.	

	

The	museum	is	one	of	the	best	kept	secrets	in	Emerald.	Do	visit	soon.	You’ll	love	it.	

	

		

Very	 happy	 volunteer	 staff		

working	in	the	office	

	

	

THE HILLS HUB 

What	an	exciting	future	in	store.	If	you	were	able	to	attend	one	of	the	information	sharing	

sessions	with	the	architect	and	Cardinia	Shire	Co-ordinator	for	Community	Strengthening	you	

will	agree.	Our	president,	Mal	Bowmaker	who	is	on	the	steering	committee	for	the	hub	has	

visited	each	of	our	classes	to	explain	the	4	scenarios	put	up	for	discussion.		By	now	perhaps	you	

have	put	in	a	vote	for	the	scenario	that	you	thought	the	best.		

Some	of	our	community	members	meet	with	Tim	Cooper	from	Cardinia	Council	at	the	library.		

OUR WONDERFUL EMERALD MUSEUM 
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Vale	
	

Kitty	Vale	
	

	

Kitty	and	U3A	were	made	for	each	other.	Kitty	had	never	stopped	wanting	to	know,	to	

understand	what	 the	world	was	 about.	 She	 had	 left	 PLC	 early	 to	 go	 to	work	 but	was	

learning	for	the	rest	of	her	life,	always	asking	questions.	

	

It	was	in	the	Green	Machine	that	I	met	Kitty	as	she	drove	her	class	to	Upwey	High	School	
where	 she	had	been	offered	 the	 computer	 room.	There	 she	 could	 introduce	us	 to	 the	

mysterious	skills	she	had	fathomed	out	for	herself	and	was	keen	to	share.	So	patient	she	

was,	 gentle	 but	 determined,	 hence	 the	 transport	 in	 her	 self-designed	 camper	 van	 she	

had	 twice	driven	around	Australia,	 alone	but	 for	her	 little	dog.	Her	 stories	about	 that	

were	always	amusing	as	she	never	admitted	to	being	scared	or	even	nervous.	 ‘I	could	

take	care	of	myself,”	she	declared.	Our	lessons	were	exhausting	but	the	journeys	were	

fun.	

	

Loving	gardening	she	was	a	very	keen	member	of	the	first	group,	How	Does	Your	Garden	
Grow?	Although,	claiming	to	be	ignorant,	she	could	rattle	off	correct	names	and	details	
of	plants	garnered	from	Garden	Club	speakers	and	many	books	well	remembered.	

	

Kitty	always	played	an	active	part	in	the	classes	she	attended.	When	there	were	only	40	

members,	we	knew	each	other	well.	Many	volunteered	in	the	museum	where	Kitty	also	

worked	until	recently	but	where	did	she	really	shine?	…	

	

Whose	arrival	was	most	anticipated	at	Creative	Writing	where	everyone	was	valued	but	

one	never	 failed	 to	surprise?	Kitty	usually	assured	me	a	 few	days	before	 that	she	had	

written	 something	but	 it	wasn’t	 up	 to	much	as	 she	was	 tired.	 In	 that	 she	was	wrong.	

Only	Kitty’s	work	was	so	eagerly	awaited	and	applauded	as	she	rounded	off	with	a	verse	

that	said	everything.	

	

If	 we	 live	 to	 be	 100,	 we	 cannot	 live	 forever	 and	 Kitty	 was	 tired.	 She	 will	 be	 long	

remembered	for	her	warm	heart,	her	wit	and	her	joy	of	life.	

	

Beryl		Bartacek	

	

Kitty’s	last	piece	
	
White	 lies,	as	 I	see	them,	are	a	way	of	making	our	social	contacts	happier.	As	I	have	a	

large	family,	I	am	an	experienced	white	liar	and	just	yesterday	I	had	occasion	to	put	it	

into	practice.	

							My	daughter	needed	to	do	some	serious	shopping	and	6	year	old	Johnny	was	not	the	

ideal	companion.	Could	she	leave	him	with	me?	Now,	I	just	love	little	Johnny,	but	I	had	

set	my	mind	on	finishing	some	computer	work	and	he	was	not	the	ideal	companion	for	

that	either.	So	–	white	lie	number	1.	I	said,	“that	will	be	fine	with	me”	

							Young	 Johnny	 arrives	 and	 I	 see	 if	 I	 can	 fit	 him	 into	my	plan.	 I	 know	 he	 likes	 to	
scribble	 so	 I	 produce	 a	pack	of	 coloured	pencils	 and	 a	 few	blank	 cards	 and	park	him	

beside	me	 on	 the	 long	 desk.	 I	 get	 deeply	 involved	with	my	work	 and	 it	 is	 sometime	

before	I	realize	that	Johnny	has	been	very	quiet	for	a	lot	longer	than	usual.	I	steal	a	look	

at	 him	 still	 scribbling	 away,	 tip	 of	 his	 tongue	 protruding,	 with	 a	 look	 of	 deep	

concentration.	I	decide	to	get	back	to	a	bit	more	concentration	of	my	own.		
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After	I	have	completed	about	another	half	page,	I	am	interrupted	by	the	little	man.	He	

has	a	grin	from	ear	to	ear	and	in	one	hand	one	of	his	blank	cards.	

							It	 is	 no	 longer	 blank,	 but	 covered	 in	 a	 confusing	 pattern	 of	 squiggles	 and	 garish	

colours.	 “Look	 what	 I’ve	 made	 for	 you,	 Gran?”	 “It’s	 for	 your	 next	 birthday.”	 He	 is	

delighted	with	his	effort	and	has	put	quite	a	lot	of	time	and	work	into	it.	Do	I	say,	“what	

is	this	mess?”	No,	and	thank	goodness	for	white	lie	number	2.	I	say,	“Thank	you,	that’s	

great,	Johnny.	I	will	put	it	on	my	sideboard	and	keep	it	always.”		

	

An	artist	in	the	embryo	
May	still	have	quite	a	way	to	go.	
But	if	very	little	time	is	spent	
On	giving	him	encouragement	
It	could	be	that,	before	he’s	old	
He	might	just	win	the	Archibold.	
	
																																							Kitty	Vale	
	
Kitty	 was	 a	 Foundation	 Member	 of	 Emerald	 U3A	 and	 our	 first	 computer	 literate	

member.	I	recall	many	visits	to	her	house	as	I	tried	to	come	to	terms	with	the	computing	

needs	 of	 our	 young	 U3A.	 Kitty	 was	 always	 patient,	 generous	 of	 her	 time	 and	 expert	

knowledge,	and	supportive	of	the	comparatively	new	concept	of	U3As.	
Though	 I	 saw	 little	of	Kitty	 in	 recent	 years,	 she	 remains	 in	my	memory	as	one	of	 the	

brightest	stars	in	the	Emerald	sky.	

I	sincerely	regret	that	I	cannot	be	present	at	the	Farewell	Ceremony	on	28th,	but	I	shall	

be	thinking		of	Kitty	with	a	grateful	heart.	

	

Peter	Weatherhead						
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Beautiful	thoughts	

Hot Morning by Cathy Foster 
 

Hot morning, bright blue sky. 
Sudden brief downpour. 

Aroma of wet grass through open windows. 
Microsnowballs slithering down windows. 

Cockatoos screeching anticipating feed to come 
 
Daffodils	

	

It’s	been	a	long	and	dreary	winter.	The	

sun	 disappeared	 for	 days	 on	 end.	 The	

kookaburras	 looked	 like	 avian	 teddy	

bears	with	 their	 feathers	 all	 fluffed	 up	

against	 the	 cold.	 Delving	 into	 deep	

philosophic	 problems,	 dissecting	 the	

world	 of	 current	 affairs	 and	 sharing	

wonderful	 poetry,	 Emerald	 U3A	 kept	

my	 mind	 from	 hunkering	 down	 into	

some	kind	of	wintry	hibernation.		

When	I	was	heading	out	into	a	difficult	

day	as	the	principal	of	a	primary	school,	

my	 late	 husband	 would	 say	 to	 me	

before	I	 left	home,	“Think	of	daffodils.”	

When	he	died	we	planted	71	daffodils	around	the	house,	one	for	each	year	of	his	life.		

My	 garden	 is	 scattered	with	 these	 golden	 headed	 optimists.	 A	 host	 of	 them	 greet	me	

when	I	drive	through	the	front	gate.	For	almost	twenty	years	they	have	told	me	to	buck	

up,	winter	is	almost	over	and	there	are	Things	To	Be	Done.	

That’s	what	I	love	about	the	U3A.	Instead	of	sinking	into	the	somnolence	of	old	age	we	

are	 forced	 to	 ditch	 the	 word	 ‘old’,	 replace	 it	 with	 ‘older’	 and	 then	 look	 for	 new	 and	

brilliant	things	to	learn.		

For	some,	retirement	is	filled	with	anxiety.	We	fear	our	productive	lives	are	ending.	All	

the	promise	of	our	spring	times	reached	fulfilment	at	the	height	of	our	careers,	and	has	

spun	more	 slowly	 through	 the	 autumn	of	 our	 lives.	Now	we	 find	ourselves	 in	winter,	

afraid	 that	we	have	used	up	 all	 our	 energy	 in	making	 sure	our	 youthful	 dreams	bore	

fruit.		

It’s	the	time	to	think	of	daffodils.		

	

Pat	Buoncristiani			
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Our	current	program	

	
	

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL 
Leaders: Karen Alexander 5968 4651 

karen@snowgumpress.com.au 
& Mal Owen 9769 3048 
mowen2@bigpond.com 

 

1st Wednesday each month, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Venue:	Room 1, U3A House 

	

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Leader: Dick Bartley 5968 3804 

dickbartley08@gmail.com 
 

2nd & 4th Mondays each month, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 

BOOK GROUP 
Leader: Jill Lightfoot  

lightfoot.jill@bigpond.com 

2nd Tuesday each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 2, U3A House 

 

BOTANICAL PAINTING/DRAWING 
Leader: Kay Craig, 9755 2512 

maxy15@bigpond.com 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 

CINEMA CLASSICS FOR LOUNGE LIZARDS 
Leader: Dale Allen 5968 6137 

dae409@gmail.com 
 

3rd Monday each month, 1.00 – 4.00 pm 
Venue: Gemco 

 

COFFEE CLUB 
Leader: Maureen Trotter 0438 683 751 

maureen.trotter@gmail.com 

Meeting dates TBA 
Venue: Various 

 

COSMOLOGICAL & ASTRONOMICAL IDEAS 
Leader: Martin Buoncristiani 

martinbuoncristiani@gmail.com 
Secretary: Eric Buggee 5968 4202 

ericvk3ax@esc.net.au 
	

4th Tuesday each month, 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 
 

CREATIVE WRITING 
Leader: Stuart Hodgson 9754 7443 
stuarthodgson@westnet.com.au 

1st & 3rd Fridays, 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
Venue: Room 1 U3A House 

 
 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Leader: Dick Bartley, 5968 3804 

dickbartley08@gmail.com 
 

1st & 3rd Mondays each month, 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 
Venues: Room 1 U3A House 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 
Tutor:	Kay Craig 9755 2512	

maxy15@bigpond.com 
Class Secretary: Gwenyth Griffiths.  9755 2732, 

harold-griffiths@netspace.net.au	

	

Each Monday, 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 
Venue: Kallista Community House 

 

FLOWERS FOR THE HOME & GIFT-GIVING 
Tutor: Elaine Hahn 5968 6392 

elaine.hahn@bigpond.com 
 

3rd Wednesday each month, 10.00 am to 12.30 pm 
Venue: Emerald Arts Society 

Maximum 10 participants 
 

FRENCH LANGUAGE 
Tutor: Jean Marc Lopez 0411 492890 

wiltora@yahoo.com.au 
 

Every Thursday, 2.00 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1 U3A House except 

3rd Thursday Chestnut Gardens 
 

GARDENING 
Leader: Edith Colley 0400 155 311 

edith.colley@hotmail.com 
 

1st Monday each month, 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 
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GENEALOGY 
Tutor: Hilary Thomas  9737 9565 

organic22@bigpond.com 
 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 
 

GERMAN LANGUAGE 
Leader: Ray Schmidt 

rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au 
 

Every Tuesday 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
Venue: Private House (refer Class Leader) 

ITALIAN  (2 CLASSES) 
Tutors: Dolores and Aldo Bellemo.   

Secretary: Marianne Holder 5941 7560 
mvhdch@hotmail.com 

 

Every Alternate Friday, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Venue: Rooms 1 & 2, U3A House 

 

MEN’S SHED 
Leader: Mike Allery, 5968 2241 

menshedemerald@gmail.com 
Secretary: Tom Connolly 0412 814 340 

connolly.tom@bigpond.com 

Every Tue & Wed* 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Every Sat 10.00 am – 12.00 noon  

Venue: The Shed (Multipurpose Area), U3A House 
 

NEEDLEWORK 
Leader: Pepe Pugh 5968 3814 

pepelepugh@bigpond.com 

1st Monday of each month 9.30 am to 12.00 noon 
Venue: Chestnut Gardens Meeting Room 

 

PAINTING (WATERCOLOUR) 
Leader: Ted Horton 5968 5432 

bigartted@gmail.com 

Alternate Fridays to Italian, 9.45 am – 12.45 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 

PATCHWORK 
Leader: Karen Black 5968 3094 
williamblack07@bigpond.com 

3rd Thursday each month, 1.00 to 4.00 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 
 

PHILOSOPHY DISCUSSION GROUP 
Class Leader: Keith Purdie 5968 6232 

drkeithp@bigpond.com 
Secretary: Neil McDonald, 5944 3782 

neilpammcdonald@gmail.com 
	

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 9.30 – 11.30 am 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Leader: Paul Bianco 9752 0148 

bianco48@bigpond.com  
 

2nd & 4th Wednesday each month, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Room 1, U3A House 

 

PLAY READING GROUP 
Leader: David Greenaway 0411 343 618 

kmectutor@hotmail.com 
 

1st & 3rd Thursday each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Room 2, U3A House 

 

POETRY FOR PLEASURE 
Leader: Mac Craig 9755 2512 

m.craig01@bigpond.com 
 

1st Tuesday each month, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Room 1, U3A House 

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Leader: Henk van den Bergen 0418 568 697 

hvandenbergen@yahoo.com.au 
 

6 week course 
2nd & 4th Fridays, 1.15 – 3.45 pm 

Room 1, U3A House 
Next course TBA 

 
SCRABBLE 

Leaders: Norma Pugh 5968 3814 
normadp@bigpond.com 

Marianne Holder 5941 7560 
mvhdch@hotmail.com 

 

2nd Tuesday each month, 1.30 - 4.00 pm 
Room 1, U3A House 

 

SINGING 
Leader: Anne Taylor 
annetay1@msn.com 

 

Every Wednesday 4.00 – 6.00 pm 
Venue: Emerald Secondary College 
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SPANISH LANGUAGE  
Tutor: Jean Marc Lopez 0411 492890 

wiltora@yahoo.com.au 
 

Every Thursday, 4.00 – 5.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1 U3A House except 

3rd Thursday Chestnut Gardens 
 

TABLE TENNIS 
Leader: Linda Andrews, 5968 3228 

linda.andrews@ozemail.com.au 
 

Each Tues. 9.30 – 11.00 am 
& Friday, 9.30 – 11.30 am 

Venue: Emerald Hall, Main Road, Emerald 
 

WALKING GROUP 
Leader: Karen Alexander 5968 4651 

karen@snowgumpress.com.au	

Time & Venue: Meet as arranged with the leader 
 

WORKING WITH WOOD 
Tutor: Blythe Osborne, 5968 6167 

blythe@westnet.com.au 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays 1.30 – 4.30 pm 
Venue: The Shed (Multipurpose Area), U3A House 

 
YOGA 

Leader: Linda Andrews, 5968 3228 
rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au 

 

Each Thursday, 9.30 - 10.30 am 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

 

	

Proposed Classes (depending on interest & the availability of a class leader) 
 

• Understanding Psychology 
• Card Playing Group 
• Music For Pleasure 
• Cycling  
• Sceptics  
• Dancercise (free form dancing) 
• Popular Music Band 
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Committee	Members	2016	
	
President	–	Mal	Bowmaker	
Vice	President	–	Dale	Allen	
Secretary	–	Pat	Buoncristiani	
Treasurer	–	Alan	Zubek	
Program	Coordinator	–	Henk	van	den	Bergen	
Membership	–	Maureen	Trotter	
Publicity	–	Paul	Bianco	
Events	–	Linda	Andrews	
Buildings	&	Equipment	–	Ray	Schmidt	
Network	Delegate	–	Harold	Griffiths	
Policy	and	Procedures	–	Jill	Lightfoot	
Newsletter	–	Mac	Craig		
	

	

	

	

U3A	Emerald	Inc.	

ACN	A0027600K	

ABN	81648985964	

	

U3A	House	

402	Main	Street	

P	O	Box	396	

EMERALD	Vic	3782	

	

Email:	u3ageemd@netspace.net.au	

	

Website:	u3a-emerald-vic.org.au	

	

Phone:		59685469		

	
	

	

A	note	from	the	editor	
	

Thanks	to	all	who	contributed	to	our	Spring	Newsletter.	There	were	a	few	extra	

items	that	could	not	be	fitted	in	this	time	so	I	will	endeavour	to	include	them	in	the	

Summer	issue	on	December	1.	Space	is	restricted	by	the	number	of	pages	that	will	fit	

into	envelopes	for	posting.	

	

Thanks	too	for	getting	your	work	to	me	before	the	deadline.	Bill	Pell		succinctly	
expressed	the	consequence	of	this	in	the	following	verse	..	

	
Mac	Craig	has	set	us	a	deadline	

For	some	U3A	news	worth	a	headline.	

If	we	cannot	come	good	

As	U3Aers	all	should	

We	might	just	end	up	on	the	breadline.	

*****	

That	last	line	makes	so	little	sense	

But	the	deadline	made	me	rather	tense!	
	
Mac Craig 
m.craig01@bigpond.com 
	

	

	

	

U3A	Emerald	gratefully	acknowledges	the	support	of:	

Shire	of	Cardinia,	Mitre	10	Emerald,	Bendigo	Bank,	U3A	Network,	Victorian	State	Government,		

Ritchies	IGA,	Emerald	Uniting	Church,	Emerald	Community	House,	Emerald	Lions	Club	&	many	

individual	members	of	U3A	Emerald.	

	


