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President’s Report 
Christmas. It’s here already. Every year Christmas seems to come as a surprise. 
The years flash by at an ever increasing pace, or so it seems. Perhaps just a 
reflection of how busy we all are. Our increasing membership (now up to 256) & 
more classes than ever (this year started with 33) keep us all active & that’s what 
U3A is all about. 
Early in the year, it was announced we would start planning for a new 
Community Hub, to be constructed on the site we now occupy. As the year has 
progressed, a number of committees have been formed to guide architect 
selection, traffic management, governance of the new facility, design concepts & 
community engagement. The process is well underway & like any community 
project, many competing ideas have to be considered. We are perhaps a little 
behind schedule but many people are working hard to see this exciting 
opportunity come to fruition. Temporary premises to house our activities have 
been secured & we will announce details early next year when arrangements are 
finalised. 
Another major development that will commence next year is the introduction of 
a fully computerised membership management system. This will be part of our 
website & will allow enrolments, class selection & payment of fees to be done on 
line. It will also make it easier for tutors & the committee to stay in contact with 
members. Members who are not computer-familiar will still be able to enrol in 
the usual way. 
2016 re-enrolments will be held on 2 days. The first day will be Tuesday 15th 

December from 10 am to 1 pm, & the second day will be Thursday 14th January 
from 10 am to 12 noon. We are starting early this time to spread the workload & 
complete as many enrolments as possible before classes restart in the New Year. 
After enrolments on 14th January, we are heading down to Nobelius Heritage 
Park for a BYO picnic/bar-b-q. 
Our 2 major fund raisers this year were The Shed & the Annual Bazaar. The 
Men’s Shed increased their activities with a number of community projects 
completed, repaired bikes donated & many items made for sale. They raised in 
excess of $4500. This year’s Christmas decorations for Emerald have been made 
by the chaps in The Shed. Thanks to Mike, Dave & all the guys who contribute so 
much. The Bazaar was a hugely successful day, raising more than $2000. Many 
thanks to Linda & Ray who do so much to ensure this event does so well & 
thanks to all who helped on the day.  
Our first year as a new committee has been a busy one & I thank committee 
members for giving time & effort to ensure all our activities went well & for their 
help & advice. Next year will be a challenging one but we have a great team in 
place to manage it. Thanks also to Mac for taking on the important Newsletter 
Editor role. And a final thankyou from all members for the invaluable efforts of 
our volunteer tutors – they are the reason our U3A is so successful. 
I hope to catch up with as many members as possible during the Christmas lunch 
at Rose Cottage on 16th December. Have a wonderful festive time with family & 
friends. For those travelling, safe journey. Thanks to all members who attend our 
classes & support the organisation. I’m sure 2016 will be another interesting & 
fulfilling U3A year. ‘The only degree you need is a degree of enthusiasm’  
Mal Bowmaker 
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Committee Members 
 
President     Mal Bowmaker 
Vice President   Rudi Uriot-van Es 
Secretary    Doug Brook 
Treasurer    Alan Zubek 
Assetts Manager   Ray Schmidt 
Policy & Procedures   Jill Lightfoot 
Membership Secretary  Maureen Trotter 
Network Representative  Harold Griffiths 
Events Co-ordinator   Linda Andrews 
Minute Secretary   Dale Allen 
Publicity Management  Paul Bianco 
Program Co-ordinator  Henk van den Berg 
 
I am sure that I speak for all members when I say a huge thank you to our 
committee for their sterling work over the past year. A glance at the various 
responsibilities gives us just an inkling of the kinds of work they do to keep our 
classes running smoothly. These good people put in many, many hours of time 
and thought all year long just for our benefit. They deserve a darn good pat on 
the back.                                                                                           
Mac - Editor 

Vale 
 
"Carol Tyler was a quietly-enthusiastic player at our Tuesday Scrabble sessions. 
Her wisdom and skills contributed to many a lively Scrabble game, and 
we already miss her participation. Carol was also an enthusiastic member of the 
Emerald Community House Book Discussion group. Her friendship and 
contributions to discussions also will be greatly missed."    Graeme Eadie 

Our Bazaar 
It was a glorious sunny day on Sunday 4th of October and there was heaps of 
stuff to sell. Many U3A-ers helped on the Saturday to sort all donations onto 
tables and some helped again next day with selling. There was a steady stream of 
people throughout the day looking for a bargain. Two young musicians who 
played the clarinet provided the entertainment. They call themselves ‘The 
Claries’ and they played lots of harmonies which was much appreciated by all. 
Sausage sizzles were held near 
the hall and near the Men’s 
Shed.  
Many thanks to everyone who 
helped out and also the Men’s 
Shed who donated the main 
raffle prize.  Rudi Uriot-van Es 
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And Linda wrote … 
I would like to thank all the people who helped with the Art Show/Bazaar.  
Financially the outcome was not as good as last year, but as they say all 
donations gratefully received.  Our net profit was $2100. 
 
The workers behind the scenes included: 

 Michelle, Jill, Marjorie and others who set up the display in Room 1, 
 Frank, Jo and Elaine on one BBQ, Graeme and "his boys" on the other one, 
 Brenda, who again, tirelessly sold raffle tickets, 
 John and his "shed boys" helped transport all the goods from the office to 

tables in the shed and were there all day Sunday helping, 
 Peter, who saw what a mess I was making of the banners, for taking over 

and saving the day. 
 Alan, Harold and Barbara had the best job counting the proceeds, 
 Ray for being the "gopher" and for putting up with me during the 

organising of this event. 
 
The people who served on the stalls: 

 Zesta, Norma, Jill, Rudi, Alan, Lyn, Margaret, Pauline and Sue. 
Sue who supplied many plants, Victoria who helped with the setting up and 
donated new products from her business, Margaret who supplied gourmet cakes 
for the workers. 
 
John and his merry workers who put together a unique bicycle 
planter/flowerbox, Karen and her patchwork girls for making a beautiful quilt 
and matching cushions, which were raffled. 
 
Thanks to the shed guys for selling so many raffle tickets prior to the event.  
These guys actually gave up their Saturday morning activities to help us get 
sorted. 
My sincere apologies for any names omitted. 
 
Linda Andrews, Events Coordinator 
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News From Around Our Classes 
 

Current Affairs 
 
This year the numbers regularly attending the sessions increased significantly. 
So much so it is hard work ensuring all members get a say. 
The program includes usually 6-8 issues of the week. These issues are suggested 
by the members or are derived from the papers, news services or programs such 
as "The Insiders" The former PM has been a consistent subject for discussion. 
I email a program to members beforehand so everyone can do some research 
and bring it along to share at the meeting. The main objective of the current 
affair sessions is to be informed. 

The second half of the program is 
devoted to a major topic. Recent 
topics have included tax reform, 
the free trade agreements, the 
detention of children, privatised 
health, indigenous affairs and the 
book, Free Speech  - a look at 
political speech writers. 
 
Dick Bartley 
 

Patchwork 
Patchwork Group 
We seem to be back in full swing leading up to the end of the year. The ladies are 
working hard on their individual projects and it was nice to see some of their 
work displayed at the annual bazaar in October. Our raffle quilt came up a treat 
and was well received by the group. Well done to all the ladies on their efforts in 
this regard. While it is nice to be doing your own work it is nice to see the group 
getting together to contribute to a group project, I hope we can continue this 
tradition into the future. The ladies thoroughly enjoyed the video of my visit to 
the York Quilt Museum, I am sure it gave them some ideas for later projects. As 
always there is much to learn in this art form and I can only hope the little tips 
and tricks I have gleaned along the way can assist the group to better outcomes 
for their future projects. If you are interested in joining the group we have some 
places available and would welcome any new members next year. I wish 
everyone a very joyful Christmas with loved ones and look forward to seeing you 
all in 2016                               Karen Black 
 
 



 6 

Creative Writing    
 
We're currently a group of eight including a wide variety of backgrounds and 
interests, all with writing ambitions and a degree of writer's block.  We're not yet 
ready for the more disciplined approach of formal courses aiming to increase 
skills of correct spelling, punctuation, syntax, etc.  Each session we choose a topic 
for next time.  Then each writer has 15 minutes of 'fame' - to read their piece and 
receive positive feedback and encouragement.  We're constantly amazed at the 
imaginative variety and our leaps of ability and confidence.  One basic attitude is 
that there's an army out there of proof readers who can massage our work to 
'acceptable standards' if ever we decide to publish and if it contains that spark of 
good writing and exciting ideas. 
We're delighted that such a diverse group has developed a safe climate of trust in 
which we happily take risks - and in a sense we're all leaders. 
Recent topics include: Emerald Hub; Changed Forever; My Great Invention; God; 
The Brick; Captain's Call; An Unforgettable Character; . . . . 
 
Max Bennetts 

 
 

Armchair travel 
 
The last part of 2015 saw 
Armchair Travellers venturing to 
Thailand to see the work of MSF 
(Medicines Sans Frontiers); an 
‘Around the World venture’ 
including Hong 
Kong/Seattle/Lake Louise/New 
Orleans/Memphis/Paris; Two 39th AIF Battalion veterans returning to PNG to 
commemorate the 72nd Anniversary of Kokoda Day; and exploring the Provence 
region of France, While 2016 is still in the planning phase, so far New Zealand, 
Mongolia, Flinders Island and Great Barrier Island have been proposed.   We look 
forward to welcoming back familiar faces and all newcomers in 2016 as we 
explore regions of our wonderful planet, plus the chance to share thoughts with 
one another over a cuppa. 
 
Malcolm Owen 
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Gardening 
After a late start we have enjoyed our monthly get togethers in some delightful 
gardens. Our numbers have fluctuated but mainly seem to be growing. We would 
certainly welcome new members in the new year. 
The pruning talk by Remi was a great success so hopefully next year we will get 
other specialists to demonstrate their skills to us and any interested people. 
October saw us visit Doug's interesting garden involving a steep slope, 
interesting plants and a standing rock formation A visit to Val Jackson's  garden 
"The Nook" showed us just how a cottage garden should be. A drive into 
Gippsland took us to The Morwell Centennial Rose Garden in its full spring glory. 
This garden has received an award as a World Wide Garden of Excellence with 
wide sweeping beds of roses, arches laden with perfumed blooms and a cottage 
garden now creeping down a railway siding full of colour  It was a wonderful 
visit. 
To finish our year we will have lunch at Cloudehill with its famous garden, 
nursery and garden shop A great place for gardeners to spend a pleasant few 
hours. 
 
Edith Colley 
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Philosophy 
 
This year has seen the philosophy group range far and wide, everything from the 
‘hard problem’ of consciousness and free will to the thought of philosophers as 
diverse as Soren Kierkegaard and A C Grayling.  
At the moment, the group is going ‘back to the foundations’; improving our 
understanding of the two seminal figures in western philosophy: Plato and Aristotle. 
In Parallel with this we are considering various critical issues in the world today from 
a philosophical perspective.  So far we have considered euthanasia and  the possible 
limits of diversity in Australian society. We will be go on to look ‘ at: 
(1)  the philosophical roots of the notion of ‘asylum’ and considering this in relation 
to the situations in Europe and Australia and 
(2) the philosophical/theological notion of a ‘just ‘ war and how this might relate to 
the situation in the Middle East and attacks on the West. 
  
The group has decided that we will conclude the year on 22nd of December and, 
after our normal session, have a breakup/ Christmas lunch together. 
  
From the philosophy group to all our fellow U3Aers : a joyful Christmas time and a 
refreshing break. 
 Keith Purdie 
 

Cosmology 
 
Cosmology is a branch of astronomy and physics that studies the structure and 
evolution of the universe based on a combination of careful astronomical 
observations, using a variety of instruments along with well tested theories and 
ideas. The Cosmological and Astronomical Ideas group at Emerald U3A explores 
results of recent astronomical research and the emerging ideas about the 
universe.  
Each session we explore the most recent advances in astronomy and space 
exploration. We then proceed to an interactive discussion of a specific topic like 
Australian observatories, results from space borne telescopes, the Big Bang 
Theory and how the emerging results from particle accelerators shed light on 
cosmological ideas. 
The images below show a view of cosmology from different perspectives – 
centuries apart 
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An early woodcut – colourised               Image of the birthplace of stars 
         
Afterword …  “…and pray that there is intelligent life somewhere up in space 
cause there is bugger all down here on earth.”  The Galaxy Song, Monte 
Python.                        Martin Buoncristiani 

Flowers 
 
Flowers for the Home & Gift-giving 
 
Our group has continued to enjoy the year. Some of our group enjoyed travel 
overseas this year and sent us photos of the flower arrangements in castles visited. I 
travelled to Italy for 5 weeks and came back keen to make something and cook food 
for those I love and how wonderful it was to see my garden again….AND...my 
wonderful H! How fortunate we are to go away and come back to the beauty that 
surrounds us. Is there anything in this world as beautiful and magical as watching the 
return of the spring leaves on our deciduous trees?  
       In our November class we started working on decorating our homes with flowers 
for Christmas as what I had planned would need two 
classes to prepare. As the class prefers to finish very 
early December this presents some challenges but 
everyone seemed excited about our plans. We spent 
time discussing the various offerings from their 
gardens to be incorporated in the pieces, 
constructing a frame for the main piece, learning 
about materials that could be used and preparing 
containers ready for the assembly. 
       So think about adding some of the natural 
treasures to your Christmas table from the garden and which are bountiful in our 
area. Happy Christmas to everyone 
Enjoy every moment of this great time of year. Take a bunch of flowers to someone 
who will cherish the thought. Remember the European custom of taking flowers to 
the host. Remember the European custom of taking flowers to the host! 
 
Elaine Hahn...the flower lady   
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Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars 
to look at things on the ground? 

  
Why do doctors leave the room while you change?  
They're going to see you naked anyway... 

Language And Literature 
 
The Language & Literature class members have enjoyed immersing themselves 
in the world of Ratty, Mole and Toad as we wend our way through Kenneth 
Grahame’s wonderful classic the Wind In The Willows and marvel at the beauty 
of his poetic writing. 
Poetry has also been on our agenda with a close look at the works of Robert 
Browning, Dylan Thomas and WB Yeats. 
For some light relief we turned to James Thurber and his Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty And Other Short Stories, accompanied by some of his very witty cartoons.  
We continue to discover new and interesting words and their derivations and to 
enjoy the vagaries of the English language. 
Lorrie has taken us back to our beloved Shakespeare to read his last play, The 
Tempest and to watch a film of a wonderful production staged at the Globe 
Theatre in London. She has now chosen Oscar Wilde’s play, A Woman Of No 
Importance to finish our literary year. 
All in all 2015 has been a very enjoyable and entertaining year for the class. 
My thanks to Lorrie Galimany for her excellent guidance through the plays and 
novels she prepares for us, to Gwen Griffiths, our secretary who keeps  us all 
ticked off - on the roll that is - and to all our members who participate so 
enthusiastically in our activities. 
 
Kay Craig  

Botanical Art 
 

I have been so pleased with the 
progress made by all our class 
members in creating their 
botanical drawings and 
paintings. We have worked in 
various media – watercolour, 
graphite pencil, coloured 
pencil, ink and sometimes 
pastel to produce portraits of 
flowers, fruits and vegetables 
and all things botanical. 
The importance of colour 

charts has been demonstrated 
and we have had various class 

exercises to help gain confidence and strength in our drawing and painting skills. 
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I think those attending the class find it a very relaxing and happy time where 
satisfying results can be achieved. Creating art should be a pleasurable non-
competitive and fulfilling activity. Hopefully this class provides a platform for 
this. 
 
 
 
My thanks to all members for their 
enthusiastic participation and, of 
course, the wonderful afternoon teas 
which we all enjoy. 
I look forward to next year and more 
creative times together. 
 
Kay Craig 

Table Tennis 
 
We have had a very good year with still more members joining.  We now have a 
full house both Tuesday and Friday. 
We will have our Christmas lunch on Friday 11th 
December and will reluctantly cease playing for this 
year on Tuesday 22nd December for approximately 
two weeks to re-polish the floors.  
 
Our players come from Gembrook, Cockatoo, Berwick, 
Monbulk, Kallista, Belgrave and Emerald. 
 
Linda Andrews 
 

Yoga 
 
Such a fit group - I can thoroughly recommend Yoga to all who want be that way. 
Our last day for this year will be Thursday 17th December. 
We will commence next year on Thursday 21st January. 
 
Linda Andrews 
 

Poetry For Enjoyment 
It has been a pleasure to share my extensive collection of recorded poetry read 
by renowned actors with a delightful group of 15 poetry lovers this year. We 
have touched on the lives and poetry of Australian and British and American 
poets - ST Coleridge, Wilfred Owen, Banjo Paterson, CJ Dennis, Thomas Hardy, 
Ogden Nash, Shel Silverstein, GK Chesterton, Rupert Brooke, W Shakespeare, 
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Siegfried Sassoon, John Betjeman, Dylan Thomas, TS Eliot, Walter de la Mare, WB 
Yeats, AE Housman, Robert Burns, Edward Lear etc. a diverse range for sure.  
Lately we have also been bringing our own favourite poems to share with the 
class. For our final meeting of the year, we are presenting our best remembered 
poems related to Christmas. 
Mac Craig 

Australian History 
 
This year we have used The Making of Australia by David Hill as our major text 
book. Members of the class read a chapter before each session and then we 
discussed the contents and where possible compared it with other viewpoints . 
YouTube has been valuable tool to give some pictures of significant events in 
Australian History. 
Enrolments have been at an all time high this year. 
To finish the year the group will be travelling to town to participate in a guided 
walk of Melbourne specifically looking at its history. 
I hope everyone has enjoyed the lessons on Australian history and I look forward 
to leading a class again in 2016. 
 
Dick Bartley  
 

Photography 
 
Ten members of the U3A Photography Class made a trip to Monash Gallery Of Art 
on November 11 – one of our regular class days. The exhibition was the 2015 
William & Winifred Bowness Photography Prize.  
Established in 2006 to promote excellence in photography, the annual prize is an 
initiative of the 
MGA Foundation., 
an annual 
competition open 
to all 
photographers, 
professional and 
amateur with a 
prize of $25,000. 
Bill Henson and 
Bendigo Art Gallery 
director, Karen 
Quinian were the 
guest judges this 
year. It was again a 
very eclectic 
exhibition with all 
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film based and digital work from amateurs and professionals accepted. There are 
no thematic restrictions. 
Like any exhibition, opinions about each photograph varied. After all, 
appreciation of art is a very individual thing. We may not have agreed with the 
judges decision but it was well worth visiting. 
Although now closed, if you are interested in checking it out, the link to the 
website is www.mga.org.au/bowness-prize/2015-info 
 
Paul Bianco 
 
 
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at you, 
but when you take him for a car ride, he sticks his head out the window? 
 
 

Cinema Classics 
Cinema Classics is a group that meets twice a month to watch classic and some 
times not so classic movies. They range from films produced in the 1930’s and 
very occasionally earlier, from the silent era. The average vote so far this year by 
members attending has been 4.3 stars out of a possible 5. (That was brought 
down by one movie only(?) receiving 3 stars) 
The program will continue in the same vein for 2016 with one possible 
exception, on the first Monday of the month I am thinking of showing nothing but 
films for Ealing Studios in London. Rightly famed for their classic comedies, 
Ealing also produced some significant and highly respected dramas. 2016 will 
mostly concentrate on their comedies. 
Depending on the length of the main feature, programs are split into two 
sections, the first comprising short subjects, cartoons, musical features and 
comedy and documentary shorts from days gone by. 
If you are not currently a member please come along and join the fun. 

We meet on the first and third Monday of each month at the GEM Theatre in 
Kilvington Drive Emerald. 
 
Dale Allen 

Genealogy 
 
The past year has been interesting. Some beginners did not survive the pace 
because of computer needs, programs etc.  
Next year beginners will be a separate class.  The advanced class will be out 
visiting more repositories. 
Some work has to be done each month to learn how to go about researching your 
family tree. However, the not faint-hearted have started on their way, and some 
interesting results are coming to light. There has been good sharing of computer 

http://www.mga.org.au/bowness-prize/2015-info
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skills, sites and blogs, with of course, particular interest in sites that hold 
records, tree building facilities, parish registers etc. 
As the majority of people know (at the most) about three generations of their 
family there is often surprise at what is learnt from the records. 
Sometimes Grandma's stories do not stack up. 
We have also had some trips out to the State Library, PROV, and the Australian 
Institute of Genealogical Studies. One member has been overseas to Ireland for a 
family reunion and book publishing. Full marks to a member who suffered a fall 
but is now up and attacking the family tree with vigour. It puts some of us 
younger ones to shame! 
Come along and join us next year if you are interested in digging up the 
skeletons. Enjoy learning in a very sociable way. 
 
Hilary Thomas 

Proposed Public Speaking Course 
 
Are you scared of public speaking or slightly apprehensive or interested in just 
improving your speaking skills? 
Henk van den Bergen has agreed to run this very successful Public Speaking 
Made Easy course again in 2016. 
The six sessions will be held every second Friday at 1.15-
3.45pm starting February 12th 2016 
What you get  … 
Managing your nerves and getting those butterflies to fly 
in formation 
Improving your conversational speaking through 
impromptu  speaking 
Finding your topic, structuring your presentation and 
presenting authenticity 
Body language, vocal variety, owning the stage. 
Finding your confidence and passion 
 
Our aim is to build your confidence so that you can be your interesting, 
authentic, credible YOU. All this in a positive, encouraging and supportive 
environment.  
 
Henk van den Bergen  5968 3668 

Coffee Club Proposal 
 
This new ‘class’ is for people who would like company for: 

 Morning coffee in some of the many cafes around Emerald 
 Afternoon tea in some of the many cafes around Emerald – or further 

afield! 
 Coffee and a movie at the Cameo in Belgrave 
 Coffee and some free or inexpensive event in the city 
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 Coffee and a visit to the zoo 
 Coffee with lunch somewhere 
 Coffee and a visit to a garden, National 

Trust property, museum, or gallery 
 Etc, etc, etc. 

This new ‘class’ won’t have a fixed timetable 
until we work out the interests of the people 
involved. Similar groups operate very 
successfully at many other U3As around 
Victoria.  
Please contact Maureen if you have any questions or suggestions. 
Maureen Trotter  5968 3751  

Note from the editor 
 
Thank you to all those who have contributed to our newsletter. There were so 
many items that I couldn’t include many of the extraneous ideas kindly sent in by 
members. No matter; they will keep for future issues.  
 
After careful consideration, Committee has rescinded an earlier decision. 
Members without internet access will continue to receive their newsletters in 
the post. A few extra copies will be placed on the table in the kitchen/foyer of 
U3A House. If you happen to lose yours, please feel welcome to take one home. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at our Christmas Lunch at Rose 
Cottage on Wednesday December 16. 
Remember there is an earlier enrolment day coming up very soon –  
Tuesday December 15 at U3A House from 10 am to 1 pm and an additional day 
on Thursday January 14 
 
Mac Craig            m.craig01@bigpond.com 
9755 2512     0425 789 556 
 
Your next article always welcome  

 
 
 

mailto:m.craig01@bigpond.com
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