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Committee 2015 
 

At this year’s AGM there were major changes to the Committee: 
 

 Mike Allery retired as President and Dave Ashton retired as Secretary.   

Mal Bowmaker stepped up from Vice President to President. 
Rudi Uriot-van Es took over as Vice President. 
Alan Zubek took over as Treasurer 
Doug Brook took over as Secretary 

 

The full list of the Committee, their respective roles and contact details can be found on the back page of this 
Newsletter. 

Regards   Mal Bowmaker  –  President 

Christmas Lunch Advanced Notice 

                     Rose Cottage, 251 Olinda-Monbulk Road, Monbulk 

Wednesday, December 16, noon 

The cost has risen slightly to $33/head. Numbers are limited to 64 so members should 
advise the treasurer as early as possible if they are attending. Send cheques to The 

Treasurer, U3A Emerald Inc., U3A House, P O Box 396, EMERALD Vic. 3782. As we need to 
commit to booking Rose Cottage, funds with booking are non-refundable. 

Booking forms are available or contact Alan Zubek  
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President’s Report June 2015 
 
Our year is more than half gone & it’s been a busy time for the committee. 

In January we had record enrolments over the 2 days & new members have continued to join through the year. Our 
membership now stands at 240! 

During this year we will look at spreading re-enrolments over a longer period, perhaps beginning in 
November/December, to avoid the rush of work in February. We may still hold an ‘opening day’ in January so we can 
all renew friendships following the holiday break. 

We promoted several new classes this year & most are being well supported. Computer Problem Solving, French 
Language Beginners & Advanced, Watercolour Painting, Wind Turbine Construction, Public Speaking & Poetry for 
Pleasure have all grown& prospered. Gardening has restarted after it was fading toward the end of 2014. Dungeons 
& Dragons got off to a flying start but has gone in to recess for a time. Cinema Classics looked like folding due to 
changed policies at National Film & Sound Archive, but has now continued in a different format. 

We are all indebted to the hard-working Leaders of both new & continuing classes. They give their time to prepare & 
run our classes & ensure we enjoy our time at U3A. 

This year we are aiming to complete a number of tasks. Rudi Uriot-van Es & Jill Lightfoot are responsible for 
producing a new Policies & Procedures Manual. We are producing a new 5 Year Plan. Maureen Trotter & Doug Brook 
will be guiding the development of our website & our entry into social media to improve communication with all 
members. Ray Schmidt is improving our IT & AV equipment & is also setting up the Defibrillator we recently 
purchased with the much appreciated assistance from Emerald Lions Club. On top of these tasks, we are actively 
involved in preparing & planning for the new Hills Hub to be constructed on our site (see separate report). Then, of 
course, Linda is again organising the annual Exhibition & Bazaar, there is the on-going publicity, secretarial & treasury 
tasks. 

Next year we may consider asking members to volunteer a little time to help with some of these tasks. It would be 
useful to have our office staffed for some periods to answer queries & help new members. 

We’ve had great feedback from all the classes this year. I hope you can all stay warm through the Hills winter cold – it 
will be spring before we know it! 

Mal Bowmaker  President 

Defibrillator 
Late last year, Ray Schmidt brought to the Committee a proposal to consider buying a defibrillator for U3A 
House.  After lengthy discussions the go ahead was given.  As Ray researched the purchase, he talked with Ray 
Spencer of Emerald Lions Club who was aware that the Lions Club & Emerald Co-Operative were also 
considering buying defibrillators.  The Lions Club very generously supported our purchase by funding 50% of 
the cost at $1340.  So we now have this very important life-saving device installed in Room 1. 

Ambulance Victoria will be running training sessions for all 
members interested in knowing how to operate the 
defibrillator. Bryan Macdonald of Ambulance Victoria told us 
that when someone is in cardiac arrest, every minute counts 
& recommends a  4-step process: 

1) Ring ‘000’ 
2) Initiate CPR 
3) Apply the defibrillator 
4) Apply advanced care (Paramedics) 
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The Hills Hub Project 
 
Back in January, we received notice from Tim Cooper of Cardinia Shire that initial planning was being 
considered to construct a community centre on the site we occupy. 
 
The first step was to bring together the tenants of the site, namely, Emerald Hall Committee, 3MDR, 
U3A Emerald & The Shed. This group met in February along with Tim Cooper, Ranges Ward Councillors 
& RYP Consultants. The group, known as The Advisory Committee, now meets monthly to oversee all 
aspects of design, planning & eventual construction of The Hills Hub. 

A number of sub-committees have or will be formed to drive the various activities, including architect 
selection, design, traffic management, internal fitout, funding, communications, etc. There has already 
been a community information day held in Emerald Library. This was attended by more than 100 
interested members of the community. A second session will be held in Gembrook. 

U3A has been represented by Ray Schmidt, our Assets Manager, & Mal Bowmaker, President. Our Vice 
President, Rudi Uriot-van Es is joining the Advisory Committee in August. In addition, Paul Bianco, 
Publicity Officer on the U3A Committee, is running a workshop later this month for all Class Leaders to 
put together a submission covering the needs of U3A classes in the new facility. 

We encourage all U3A Members to contribute their ideas during the Community Engagement process 
which will occur during September/October. Watch for publicity of these events. 

Current planning sees demolition of all or part of existing buildings commence mid-2016 with 
construction completed by end-2017. During this time, existing tenants including U3A will be housed in 
temporary accommodation around the Emerald area. 

Exciting times for your U3A! 
 

Mal Bowmaker 

GRAND ART and CRAFT SHOW and BAZAAR - 4th October 
 
On Sunday 4th of October 2015 from 10am-3pm, we are holding our annual Art and Craft show. This event is 
being run to share our talents and raise funds for U3A.  Last year’s bazaar was a fantastic success and raised over 
$3,000 which went towards the new TV in Room 1 and the Defibrillator. 
For this project to be a success, we need your support.  If you have any saleable items, new or used (including 
plants), and would like to donate them, please let me know.  If you can't deliver, I will arrange pickup.  I am told 
produce (ie. jams, pickles, cakes, etc) sells well, but ingredients must be listed.   

Last year a number of our member artists donated works which were auctioned off.  If anyone has a work-of-art 
that they would like to donate it would be very gratefully received. 

As well as your donations, we need your attendance, with nearly 250 members we should have a bumper event. 

A sausage-sizzle will be operating all day. 
The Lions:-  “Make it – Bake it- Grow-it” is also on at the same time in The Mechanics Institute Hall 
 

Linda Andrews  -   0404 938 176 
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  Poetry For Pleasure 
 

Our group of fourteen good souls meet at ten on the first Tuesday of each month. We come together to 

share our love of poetry and, in particular, rhyming poetry. 
 

Themes to date have included: 

  The narrative poem The Rime Of The Ancient Mariner (ST Coleridge) superbly read by Richard Burton, 

  CJ Dennis - Songs Of A Sentimental Bloke and other comic poems from last century by poets such as    

  Ogden Nash, Hilaire Belloc, Lewis Carroll, Thomas Hardy, Roald Dahl, Shel Silverstein etc. 

At our April meeting, being a time to reflect on WW1, we explored some of the great poems composed in 

those dreadful years – poems by Wilfred =, Seigfried Sassoon, John McCrae and Rupert Brooke all got a 

good airing. 

Since then we have looked at and listened to the poetry of Sir John Betjeman, TS Eliot, Henry Lawson, 

Banjo Paterson, CJ Dennis, Dylan Thomas and Walter de la Mare. Next month we explore the poetry of 

WB Yeats and Thomas Hardy. 

Cheers            Mac Craig 

 

Poetry For Pleasure and Purpose 

 

 

 

 

 

My mother (now 93) is a huge fan of John Betjeman and 6 

years ago I took her to see the statue of the great man himself 

at Saint Pancras Station which he helped save from the 

wrecker's ball.  Around the base of the statue is an excerpt 

from his poem Cornish Cliffs 

 

 

 

 

Doug Brook   (with apologies to John Betjeman and Mac Craig) 

 

An Editor’s Lament 
 

And in the fading twilight at gloaming 
A would-be Newsletter Editor is moaning 
Where are the articles I should be honing? 

Cornish Cliffs (excerpt) 
 

And in the shadowless unclouded glare 
Deep blue above us fades to whiteness where 
A misty sea-line meets the wash of air. 
 

 



U3A Newsletter 30 June 2015 5 

 

 

 

  

U3A Book Group 
 
The Book Group meets monthly, 2nd Tuesday at 1.30pm in room 2. 
 
The group belongs to Casey-Cardinia Library Corporation, and we collect our books from the Emerald Branch. 
We have a month to read the book and come together in a friendly, chatty discussion of the book and author. 

Our recent reads have been: 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘AN EXCLUSIVE LOVE’ by Johanna Adorjan. Translated from German by Anthea Bell.  

Johanna’s first book was written in an attempt to unravel the story behind her grandparents’ suicide pact 
sixteen years previously. Described as a complex, intense, poignant story of two Hungarian Jews, Veronika and 
Istvan (Vera and Pista) who although parted at one stage, survived the Holocaust only to flee Budapest during 
1956 uprising. They started a new life in Denmark and successfully lived there until committing suicide in 1991. 
The story is told through people who knew them and in telling it the author experienced a journey of self-
discovery of her Jewish roots. A well written and interesting book. Review by J.L. 

 

THE PEOPLE’S TRAIN by Thomas Keneally 

 

HOLY COW An INDIAN ADVENTURE by Sarah McDonald. 
 
This is Sarah’s story of a year or so she spent in India. She left her 
job with Tripe J and moved to be with her partner, Jonathon Harley, 
an ABC correspondent in that region. 

Initially confronted by the heat, pollution and poverty and left on 
her own for weeks, Sarah became dangerously ill with double 
pneumonia. She decides to go on a spiritual journey starting with 10 
day silent retreat and on through Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Parsis 
and more. She met many colourful characters, made many good 
friends and had some wacky adventures along the way. 

In Sarah’s words she “came back a better person, less reliant on 
others, and with a more loving attitude to India and its extremes.” 
Holy Cow sold over 75,000 copies.  Review by J.S 

 

 

The book is a fictional account of a young Russian 
Communist who escapes to Australia in 1911 looking for an 
‘Antipodean Paradise’. He joins the Trade Union movement 
agitating for a general strike for better conditions for 
workers. He returns to Russia, in 1917, to fight in the 
Revolution. 

It is a moving story of his life in Australia and Russia and was 
enjoyed by all. Review by M.W. 
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Italian Class Goes to Venice 

 

16 of our Italian Class will be going to Venice for 2 weeks in September/October. They will 
be travelling with Class Tutors Dolores & Aldo Bellemo and will attend the Italian School of 
Venice from 9.30 am till 1 pm each day. In the afternoon, the students can site see either 
with Aldo or Dolores or go off on their own. In the evening they plan to meet over drinks 
and dinner. 
 They have also planned to go to Chioggia, Aldo's home town, where Aldo has organised 
his relatives to meet the students over dinner at a typical Chioggiottan trattoria (lots of 
fish)! 

VALE Sue Smith 

We were all saddened to hear of the passing of Sue Smith.  Sue was a much loved member of 

U3A and an example to all in the way she courageously faced her future.  Her positivity and 

focus were outstanding and she retained her wonderful sense of humour under increasingly 

difficult circumstances.  Sue is much missed by all who knew her and all who shared classes and 

table tennis with her.  

* * * * * 

U3A has received this email from Sue’s husband Norm who has agreed to pass it on to all. 

As you are aware my wife Sue passed away on 19th May last after prolonged and at times quite 

severe treatment for secondary breast cancer. 

Sue had been attending U3A for a time taking part in Photography with Paul Bianco and a little 

later decided to learn how to patchwork.  She joined Karen Black's group and became an ardent 

and very productive quilter.  During the latter period of her illness completing 'work in progress' 

gave her life a purpose and joy. Towards the end Karen organised visits with others from the 

Class to visit Sue here at home and as well at Cabrini and St John of God hospitals to finalise 

her last two projects. 

A year or so ago Sue also began playing table tennis at U3A and this also gave her social 

contact as well as some physical activity.  It was good for her to be able to participate at a level 

dictated by her failing health and still get a lot of enjoyment and a sense of being a part of the 

group. 

Will you please accept and pass on my thanks and appreciation for what the various leaders and 

participants so willingly did for Sue, not only lately, but from her first contacts with them - she 

always came home with a smile. 

Yours faithfully 

Norm Smith 
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Meet the New Treasurer – Alan Zubek 

 

Alan Zubek (on left) assisted by Graeme Blackburn (6th left) gave a presentation on the 

Emerald U3A Accounting System.  Alan went over how the records are kept and how they 

are reported to the Committee on a monthly basis.   He also presented the Cash Flow 

estimate for 2015 which projected a roughly break-even for the year. 

Graeme Blackburn keeps the accounts records for The Shed and explained how this 

information is passed back (on a monthly basis) to Alan who then enters it into the overall 

U3A Accounts. 

 

 

Photography Group 
Xmas Lunch 
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Newsletter – Change of Editor 
 
The search for a new Newsletter Editor is over. 

Mac Craig will be taking charge for the September Issue.    (Many, many Thanks from Doug) 

 

Here are Mac’s words on the subject. 

 

Who put his hand up to take on the role of Newsletter Editor?  Mac Craig.  

Why did he feel qualified?       God knows.  

Why was it necessary?    Our hard working secretary was trying to cope with both jobs. 

No one else had volunteered.  

Does Mac have the right equipment?        You bet. A brand new Apple MacBook Air 

Does he know how to use its publishing program yet?      Yes 

(He spent the last 24 hours playing with his new toy.!) 

Will he be keen to receive your contributions?       Most definitely.  

Mac Craig 

Email   m.craig01@bigpond.com    or call him on 9755 2512   or   0425 789 556  

Address   PO Box 84, Kallista, 3791 

Philosophy 
The group meets twice a month in Meeting Room 1 on the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesdays at 9:30 – 11:30.  

Sometimes we look at the thought of a particular philosopher; other times we examine a philosophical 

issue. We have just concluded a series devoted to the question “What is beauty?”; is it simply in the eye 

of the beholder or is it something more and, if so, what? The topics we have a go at are mostly determined 

by the interests of members of the group.  

Forthcoming sessions include: the philosophy of time and the thought of the contemporary philosopher  

A. C. Grayling.  
 

Video presentations and lectures are interspersed with plenty of time for questions, discussion and debate 

(and of course morning tea).  Often a couple of pages of notes are emailed prior to a session as an 

introduction to the content.  Previous philosophical knowledge is not required.  The main prerequisites 

are life experience, curiosity and a sense of humour.  We are a diverse, lively group and we laugh a lot.  If 

this seems to be what you are looking for please contact me or our secretary,   Neil McDonald. 
 

Regards   Keith Purdie 

The Shed at Work 

 

mailto:Email%20%20%20m.craig01@bigpond.com
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 Tin Legs And Toasting Forks 

One of our Emerald U3A members, Jim McPhee has recently published an inspiring book.  Jim 

suffered from bone cancer in childhood and at age 13 his left leg was amputated at the hip. Despite 

this terrible trauma he has packed so much into his 80 years of life to date.  

 

To quote from the the back cover of the book – Tin Legs And Toasting Forks is an astounding 

journey of Jim’s fierce determination to be viewed as normal. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Childrens’ Hospital in 1947 

 

Jim aged just 13 after losing his leg  

Being visited by his heroes – stars 

of the Collingwood Football Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other quotes from the back cover ..  
 
Will this childhood trauma limit his passions and interests? 
Will he overcome discrimination, bias and prejudice? 
Will his ingenuity help him to successfully find employment, a life partner and holiday pleasures? 
Tin Legs And Toasting Forks is Jim’s story … it roams through a life of tenacity and fortitude, albeit decades of 
frustration. It saunters along invoking nostalgic memories of yesteryear with inspiration and testament to the 
power of resilience and endurance. 
 
It is the most inspiring book I have read for some time and worth every cent of your $25. You too can enjoy 
this great book by contacting Jim on 0439 342 747 or email jnmcphee@bigpond.net.au .  
At the time of writing,(June 4) there still a few copies available at The Belgrave Book Barn and at the Blue 
Gum Café in Monbulk. 

Mac Craig 

 

 

  

mailto:jnmcphee@bigpond.net.au
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Dungeons and Dragons 

We had a “small” adventure where we fought goblins and wolves, explored a ruined monastery, heard 

the legend how a sentient Razor-Bramble Bush (wouldn’t want one in my garden, the ordinary ones are 

bad enough!) defeated the Red Dragon Draco in combat and also solved a riddle to invoke “Time” an 

ethereal garden spirit who inhabited a sundial. 
 

Thanks to the participating adventurers. 
 

Unfortunately we didn’t have the numbers to successfully continue.  We really need a core group of 3 

regular players plus me (the Dungeon Master [Story Teller]).  If anyone is interested please contact me. 

 

Regards   Doug Brook  9752 0335 

Taylor Garden (Anne and Rob Taylor’s garden) 

 

Tavisbrook (Doug Brook’s garden) 

 

 

 

 

Gardening 

A cheerful group of people met on Monday 

May 4th to mark the first meeting of the re-

emerging U3A garden group.  

We would love to have more members join 

us.  

The meetings are held on the first Monday 

of the month at 1pm. 

We propose to visit different gardens and so 

far have seen Kathryn Gearon's garden and 

had a pruning demonstration in my garden. 

On Nov 2
nd

 we plan to visit Morwell 

Centennial Rose Garden for a guided tour 

and afternoon tea. 

The next meeting is on Aug 3rd: at the 

home of Lynne Findlay 11 Ogilvy Road 

Emerald 

Please call if you need a lift. 

Edith Colley (0400 155 311 or 9013 0796) 
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U3A Housekeeping Details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

 

Committee Members 2015 

 
President: Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Vice President: Rudi Uriot-van Es 5968 3004 
Secretary: Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Treasurer/Assets Manager Alan Zubek 5968 4000 
Committee: 
Asset Management: Ray Schmidt       5968 3228 
Membership Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Network Representative: Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Minute Secretary: Dale Allen 5968 6137 
Publicity Management Paul Bianco 9752 0148 
Program Co-ordinator Henk Van den Berg 5968 3668 
Policy & Procedures Manual Jill Lightfoot 9752 1003 

         
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 
 

Closing dates for Sep 2015 Newsletter contributions are:- 

September 15th for September Newsletter 
 

Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed to 
the new editor 

 

m.craig01@bigpond.com 
 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 

Doug Brook 
6 Tavistock Road, Monbulk, 3793 
9752 0335 

doug.brook@gmail.com 
 

Note:    
Mac Craig will be the new Editor for the 
September Issue. 

m.craig01@bigpond.com 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 

support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 
Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
Emerald Vic  3782 
 
Phone:  5968 5469 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

 

U3A House 
PO Box 396 
Emerald, Vic. 3782 
 

U3A Emerald Website 

u3a-emerald-vic.org.au 

mailto:m.craig01@bigpond
mailto:doug.brook@gmail.com
mailto:U3ageemd@netspace.net.au

