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Committee 2015 
We have started planning for next year & one of the important items is the makeup of the committee. Mike Allery is 
retiring as President and Dave Ashton is retiring as Secretary. 

We are looking for 1 or 2 members to join the committee. They could be office-bearers or simply committee 
members who help with tasks that arise through the year. 

It’s also an opportunity to have your say in how things are run. We would love to hear from any member who would 
like to contribute. 
You can email me on chelemal@bigpond.net.au or ring me on 5968 4922/0407 680099. 
 Regards Mal Bowmaker – Vice President/Program Co-ordinator 

Christmas Lunch – Wednesday December 17, 2014 

Rose Cottage, 251 Olinda-Monbulk Road, Monbulk 

Wednesday, December 17, noon 

The cost is the same as last year at $30/head. Numbers are limited to 64 so members 
should advise the treasurer as early as possible if they are attending. Send cheques to The 
Treasurer, U3A Emerald Inc., U3A House, P O Box 396, EMERALD Vic. 3782. As we need to 

commit to booking Rose Cottage, funds with booking are non-refundable. 

Booking forms are available or contact Doug Brook on 9752 0335 
More details on the next page  
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President’s Report 2014 

 

To all of the two hundred & forty one members of U3A Emerald I sincerely wish you a memorable and very 

Happy Christmas. 

 

Very special best wishes and sincere thanks to all of our volunteer class leaders who have worked so hard to 

deliver a thoroughly enjoyable year of laughter and learning. 

 

I have looked on at so many classes where the laughing and learning is so very evident.  As President, I find 

this aspect very gratifying, as it shows that our facilities and rooms enable so many people to enjoy the life 

that U3A can provide. 

 

The only sad experience of 2014 has been the passing of several of our founder members who will be greatly 

missed.  I am certain that because of the sound foundation that these members have established, we, the 

current members will continue to enjoy meeting, laughing and enjoying. 

  

I look forward to more of the same in 2015 and therefore wish you a very Happy New Year. 

 

Michael Allery 

President 

U3A Emerald 

Christmas Lunch details 

 

 

 

Des Hall    1933 - 2014 

In the early days of U3A Des was not only 

a keen member but also a keen worker. As 
treasurer he built up our resources, 

getting to know all members. He proposed 
and attended classes like "Famous 
People", "Cooking with Herbs" and 

"Armchair Travellers". For several years he 
and Margaret opened their home and 

garden in Cockatoo for classes and best-
ever Christmas lunches. Being a keen 
vegetable gardener he was happy to give 

advice, much appreciated by new-comers 
to the hills. Although always searching for 

possible classrooms, Des was one of those 
happy to meet in the museum, homes or 
the Community hall with increasing 

numbers of enthusiastic members. 

Poor health kept him away in recent years 
but we remember him with gratitude and 
ask Margaret and his family to accept our 

best wishes. 

Beryl 
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Mobile Phone App 
 

I have an app for my Mobile 
phone that I am sure most of 
those with one will like as it 
saves money.  

I have several friends and family who don't have 
landlines so I was not calling them as it is too expensive 
and being on a pension plus paying market value rent 
($580 a fortnight) cannot afford a mobile plan. I have a 
long term (360 odd days) prepaid. I have the mobile as 
an emergency if my car breaks down etc. 

It is free and is called Viber. When someone with Viber 
calls or texts another mobile with Viber the call or text 
is free. I have been using it for over 2 years and have 
not had any catches. They have added the ability to call 
nonViber mobiles but you have to have Viber credit so 
you cannot do it accidentally. There is a version for 
iPhones (I have one) and is available at the app store. 
As I say it is free. I also find it very easy to use.  I have a. 
similar alternative app (Tango) that does the same 
thing (free calls to others with same app) but I find it 
quite difficult to use.  Also, when it is installed, contacts 
are automatically moved from your contact/address 
book automatically so there is no need to add new 
contacts. There is a one-off pass word to install it and 
once installed you don't need it.  Even if you don't 
know if someone has it, or they add it after you put it 
on your mobile, it will appear within about 24 hours. 
There is a website for people to check it out - Google 
Viber for the exact website.  

Cheers, Cathy 

Nobelius Park and Emerald Museum 
Before there was email there 
were post cards. In an album 
acquired by the museum are 
messages galore, not only 
birthday greetings but also 
guesthouse bookings, dating 
back more than a century. 

Too fragile for much handling some have been copied 
for us all to enjoy, some quite cheeky, others work of 
art, printed in Germany. With some Christmas cards 
they will remain on display over summer. 

Maybe you have some among your family treasures to 
share. 

Visitors can now ascend elegantly to the museum's 
front door via the new flight of steps. Ideas for 
landscaping the surrounds will be welcome using 
varieties of plants shown in Nobelius' catalogues. 

New residents searching the history of their homes 
have increased our visitor numbers. What does not 
increase are numbers of volunteers so it looks as if we 
will not be opening on Saturday's this summer. All 
offers to help in what visitors describe as a "bright 
friendly place" are welcome with on-the-job training in 
local history. 

While the museum is open on Wednesday's and 
Sunday's the Park is always open for picnics and walks 
among the lovely trees. 

Beryl 

Scribblings of a U3A Member 
 

We returned to our local area after eight years of nomadic wandering across Australia. We had been involved in this community before, we 
now wished to re-engage. U3A was an obvious choice as it ticked most of the boxes.  

I had never been an "academic “and my chosen working life had been varied and generally "hands-on ". History precluded me from gaining 
a University education, but not from seeking knowledge, philosophies and skills, which I have enthusiastically done.  

Now, in my seventies, I believe that I can now “The University of Life” I will, with U3As help attempt to gain my “Honours”. Many people of 
my ilk have considered that they could not join U3A because they would not pass the "entrance exam"! What bull! U3A has no such test but 
just welcomes anyone that wishes to seek knowledge and great camaraderie. 

My current “suite” of interests is: 

 Current Affairs is a varied group of independent individuals with a very talented facilitator. As the subject implies any subject may 
be addressed. The ability to research subjects has been greatly enhanced with the use of the Internet. It is not unusual for us to 
listen or replay current news items with Google, Iview, and YouTube etc.  This could be expanded with Skype to invite absent or 
other interesting views to be shared.  

 Australian History, An exploration of different times and views, also enhanced by our Web access. The variety of views is mind 
boggling .It's is known for individuals to Google disputed views. Fun all round!  

 Genealogy has expanded with participants now bringing their own personal devices. With access to broadband can be assisted 
with their individual research. Trips are organized to State Library, PRO (Public Records Office) and LDS etc.  

Continued on next page 
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Scam Information from ACCC 
Booklets about scams from the ACCC are now available for anyone who would like a copy. I can get more if there 
are not enough.  They will be left in the kitchen on the table next to the filing cabinet. It covers all sorts of scams, 
not just those for the tech savvy including phone, post and door-to-door. 

Cheers, Cathy cathfos13@icloud.com 

Scribblings of a U3A Member   (Continued from Page 3) 

 A small group has set up Creative Writing .We now produce short essays and discuss them in a non-judgmental way. This has positive 
and skills. We will look to ways to circulate selected items for others to enjoy.  

 This very story has grown from this reinforcement of my confidence, maybe my life story will be the next project born!  

 From general discussions amongst members about "what’s about this Facebook, Twitter, Blogs, Pinterest, The Cloud". So a member 
volunteered and a Social Media group formed and explores a different programme each month. An insight into the many new ways 
to communicate with friends and social groups.  

 Armchair Travel invites members to share their travels with an interested audience. Although we had teething problems with 
technology with individual devices we have always overcome. May be there is the space to form another group to explore methods 
of presentations?  

 The Book Group reads and discusses a book each month. The internet has opened up pathways that could be exploited in the future 
such as electronic book downloads and Skype and video conferencing.  

 I have only touched on my own experiences so far, the variety of other learning groups that is also available is wide and diverse. They 
fall into a variety of categories Arts; Painting, Photography, Philosophy. Languages.  

 French, English, Italian. Craft; Needlework, Woodwork, Patchwork. Wellbeing; Yoga, Walking, Table Tennis, Cards.  

 I will conclude now as I am sure there will be a vigorous discord on my categorizations.  

Suffice to say there are enough choices to provoke the most bored and lackadaisical person to bound from their chair and rush down to the 
nearest U3A to join. The list of learning and social opportunities continues and is only constrained by the membership’s willingness to step 
forward and volunteer their time and skills.  

My perception in the past was that there was a group that held and had access to most of the available educational skills and knowledge. We 
must now acknowledge that with an inquiring mind and a little effort this knowledge is available to all who seek, regardless of past educational 
history. This is not to deny the need for a pool of talent that must be called on to facilitate our learning and understanding.  

The enlisting of these volunteers is the most important and difficult task for us. I emphasize the “US” as it is not just a task for our committees 
but for each and every member. Therefore I must start with myself! What are my ambitions? Is it to be that tutor out front that I so admire for 
his skills and presence? Or maybe I could bring some order into the tea and coffee time? Should I ask how can I assist my tutors with 
communications? Am I willing to take some responsibility setting up? I could research some subjects and provide additional information and 
materials? I might even offer to take on another’s tasks if they needed a break or are sick? These, and many others, are actions that only I can 
initiate!  

Right that’s me sorted out! What would be reasonable for me to expect from others? Maybe I’m being presumptuous but I will continue while 
I have “the bit between my teeth”. We all have the right to be dealt with Dignity and Respect. We should all be able to listen to others ideas, 
regardless. It would “nice” if we could also assist to expand their idea with our help and own “expertise”. Advice must be offered and 
accepted, though not necessary acted on.U3A is about creating growth in a nurturing friendly environment.  

I am now in my mid 70s and have had time to examine my own attributes. There are some that I’m proud of and would not change and defend 
to the death. Others I will refuse to change either because I like them or because it’s too late and I’m very stubborn and cantankerous. But I 
would discuss them if it was necessary.  

I have “waffled” on for long enough. I wish now to pass on my personal observations and comments on changes that may be beneficial to us. 
I’ve have observed that we seem to gather together in small clans of interests. This lack of interaction could be improved by firstly recognizing 
that it is happening and then formulate some ideas to improve. This would require us to develop a culture of transparency and openness of all 
plans, proposals and discussions within the entire membership.  

It is an absolute imperative that to achieve these goals we develop “Leadership” that will be open and inclusive. This should ensure that we 
can attract fresh ideas, projects and more enthusiastic members. My life is an adventure and I intend to continue this adventure including the 
U3A.  
 
Adventure is only achieved by risk taking. Let us continue to take calculated risks and not be constrained by others fears. I relate my practice of 
when I climb that ladder I make sure that my mobile is in my pocket so as to phone for the ambulance when I land. 

David Morgan – Creative Writing 

mailto:cathfos13@icloud.com
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Art & Craft Show and Bazaar 

Well, what can I say - the money raised says it all - $3,454. 

The success of this event was due to your donations including those of some of our local artists - Ann Taylor, June 
Barnett, Judi Roberts, Kay Craig and Paul Bianca, who generously donated artworks for the auction.  We also 
auctioned a beautiful pure-wool hand-knitted rug from Gwen Griffith and an exercise machine from Rudi Uriot-Van Es. 

The auction was opened by the mayor of Cardinia and conducted by Grant Day of Bells Real Estate, who also funded 
our big banner.  Thanks to Emerald Lions, we were able to operate two barbeques.  Music supplied by two music 
students Elise and Bonnie provided yet another incentive for passers-by to "stop-and-shop". 

Many thanks to the U3A members who worked tirelessly before the event and during the day manning the stalls, 
selling raffle tickets and cooking sausages.  The sausages for the barbeque were bought with a generous donation 
from Woolworths, and the bread was donated by Emerald Village bakery. 

An excellent display in room 1 consisting of photography, woodwork, patchwork and botanical art was set up by Paul 
Bianca, who also happens to be our resident photographer, and was responsible for the artwork for our flyers. 

The raffle was won by Andrew West and Norma Pugh.  Norma was pleased that Andrew selected the billy-cart as she 
could not see herself taking off around Emerald in it, so she was very pleased with the quilt. 

There is a lot of work in this event and with your support we can pull it off again next year.  We have some storage 
space available, so if you are anxious to downsize now, please let me know. 

Linda Andrews, Events Coordinator, U3A Emerald, 5968 3228 
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Emerald U3A Armchair Travel Report for 2014 
Throughout 2014 we have enjoyed sharing some of the varied wonderful travel experiences of members of our 
group and guest presenters. Places, with wonderful stories attached, included crossing the USA to Chicago & New 
York, The Kokoda Track, South Georgia Island, India, Madagascar, Gardens and Villages in France, Long Distance 
Walks in the UK and Ireland, Trekking in Nepal and exploring Aboriginal Cave Paintings in the Douglas River region of 
the Kimberley’s. 

Our monthly meeting (first Wednesday morning) provided a great opportunity to spend time with others and to 
swap stories while enjoying a cuppa and a treat. 
We look forward to exploring new horizons in 2015 and welcome new members. Karen Alexander & Mal Owen 

 

Photography 
I think we’ve had another enjoyable and productive year in Photography. Once again the year has just flown.  
We’ve continued with the two separate groups, one for Compact camera owners and the other for DSLR people 
meaning classes for each are held fortnightly. A number of members actually come to both sessions. Class 
attendances have ranged from a just a few to up to about sixteen members. This year saw six or seven new 
members join.  
 
One of the highlights of our sessions has been the opportunity to see what others members produce, either as work 
arising from a set task or just what we call “Show and Tell”.   
The image you see here by Michelle Bowmaker is one such photo. The set task was to produce a “mystery” image, 
one that was not obvious and perhaps just a tiny section of something bigger and obvious. What do you think it is? 
 
These sharing sessions are always well received, and with a new big-screen tv 
to show the photos next year, this segment will be so much better. The 
problem with the images projected onto the wall screen is a serious lack of 
definition in each image, and this is so vital to appreciate photographs. 
 
As well as the normal fortnightly classes in U3A House, we’ve made a few 
trips away to places such as the Rhododendron Gardens and the Golf Club, as 
well as a stroll down the street. 
 
Although we didn’t have a huge number of entries in the recent U3A Exhibition, the work on display was of a high 
standard. There are many excellent photographers among the U3A membership. 
 
Let’s hope we can do bigger and better things in 2015. If you are interested in joining the “club”, make your 
intentions known at the January sign up day. 
 
I’d like to wish you all a safe and happy Christmas. Keep those “shutters” working - digitally of course.  I’m looking 
forward to seeing some great Christmas photos on the big screen in February.  

Paul Bianco 

 

Registration Days for 2015 

Once again next year we will hold 2 Registration Days in U3A House Meeting Room 1. 

Tuesday 27h Jan  10:00 – 01:00 
Wednesday 28th Jan 10:00 – 12:00 

Annual Subscription is $40 (same as last year). 
 
Please take special note of the new courses being offered up for next year.    See Pages 7 and 11 for details. 
Also if you have any ideas for further courses please let the Committee know. 
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Expressions of interest sought for a poetry class next year 

What do these people have in common? 

Walter de la Mare, John Masefield, A.E.Houseman, Robert Louis Stevenson, William Blake, Wordsworth, T.S. Eliot, 
Christina Rossetti, Rudyard Kipling, D.H.Lawrence, John Keats, Robert Burns, Tennyson, Coleridge, Emily Dickinson. 

They all wrote beautiful rhyming poetry. If you love the sound of poetry, reciting it and listening to it, this class might 
be right up your street. 

Drawing on 50 years of collecting rare recordings of poets reciting their own work and renowned actors reading 
glorious poetry, I’m keen to gather like-minded poetry lovers together for a feast of spoken word.  This would be a 
fortnight meeting at U3A House, day and time to be negotiated.  

If you are interested, could you please let me know by email or phone? 

Mac Craig, Tel: 9755 2512 Mob. 0425 789 556 Email:   m.craig01@bigpond.com 

 

Yoga 
We have been doing Yoga this year 
using a "video Teacher" which has 
proven to be very successful - in part 
due to her attention to detail. 

There is no doubting the benefits of these exercises, 
especially when performed in a group environment. 

Coffee and a chat afterwards enhance the social aspect. 
Linda 

Patchwork 
The ladies have produced 
some very nice work, 
producing quilts and runners, 
including the quilt which was 
one of the prizes for this 
years' Art Show and Bazaar. 

 
There are vacancies for new "patchworkers" next year. 

Linda 
 

 

Book Group 
The Book Group has enjoyed another year of reading and of course the best part is the 
discussion each month when we have many and varied opinions on the current book.  We 
certainly don’t always agree, but here are a few titles we did think were a good read.  Two 
Brothers by Ben Elton, A story of two boys who were brought up as twins who end up fighting 
on opposite sides of the second world war. 

Water for Elephants by Sarah Gruen, set in the time of the depression in America, an orphaned and penniless 
teenager jumps a train and finds himself part of a famous travelling circus.  Deaf Sentence by  David Lodge, a witty 
and absorbing account of a man coming to terms with deafness, ageing and mortality. 

After many years of leading the Book Group it is time to hand on the reins. It has been a great learning experience 
and I was very fortunate to have the very willing assistance of Jill Lightfoot.  Noeleen Fisher has offered to take over 
the leadership and I wish her well and lots of good books. 

Lois 
 

Expressions of Interest – Wind Turbine Construction 
Expressions of interest sought from persons who would like to participate in a group to build a wind turbine. We 
would meet as a group and discuss how, when and what we would require. I have already acquired a couple of 
turbine windings and other items. This has been on my to-do list but I have lacked time and confidence to progress. 

This will be a learning process not just instructions and would require all to join in. My interest was inspired from:   
http://www.thebackshed.com/windmill/fp2b.asp 
  David Morgan morgd@bigpond.com 0428119498 

 

 

 

mailto:m.craig01@bigpond.com
http://www.thebackshed.com/windmill/fp2b.asp
mailto:morgd@bigpond.com
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U3A Trivia Night 

(In Aid of the Leadbeater’s Possum) 

This was a HUGELY successful night.  U3A + friends came out in force on the evening of September 13th to 

enjoy a trivia night full of fun, brain-teasing questions and prizes from local businesses. 

The event was fully booked. The organisers even turned away some late bookings.  

Thanks and congratulations to Norma Pugh, Pauline Hosking and the terrific M.C. skills of Paul Bianco. 

Over $700 was raised on the night which was immediately handed over to Sue Bendall representing the 

Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum.   

Let’s hope this is the first of many community fundraisers which U3A sponsor. Pauline Hosking 

 
 The generous businesses that contributed prizes were:  

Zest Restaurant, Emerald Lake Travel, Hewstone Hairdressing, The General Food Store, Emerald Chemist,  
Emerald Mitre 10, Emerald IGA and Cellarbrations.  
We also had silent auction donations from Mal and Michelle Bowmaker and Paul Bianco. 

 

 

 

Picture  from 
Connect Cardinia 

Issue Oct-Nov 2014. 

 

 

There are 8 Sheds in 
Cardinia 
 
Bunyip 
Cockatoo 
Emerald 
Koo Wee Rup 
Lang Lang 
Pakenham Bunurong 
Pakenham Cardinia 
Upper Beaconsfield 

 

U3A Men’s Shed 
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Australian History 

My main objective in Australian History is for participants to gain a greater knowledge of our past but also to 
dispel the notion that nothing has happened to make history. Hopefully, people now have a great appreciation 
of what has been achieved in Australia over the last 40,000 years. Yes we should have some idea of what the 
indigenous people did prior to the colonisation of the country by the British. 

This year we have tried a different approach. All participants purchased a reader’’ Sense and Sensibility in 
Australian History by John Hirst.  This book covers issues in our history such as the threat of communism, the 
convict stain, the role of class, the significance of Eureka etc.  We used John Hirst’s chosen issues and his views 
as a basis for discussion. 

We have also had some great input from visiting speakers. Dale Blair a History Lecturer at Deakin gave us his 
take on the causes of WW1 and its effect on Australian society.  Thanks to members of the group who have also 
make contributions .We all learn from each other’s experiences. Thanks also David Morgan and Hilary Thomas 
for helping with the computer and projector. Dick Bartley 
 
Current Affairs 

 The overall objective is that our in-depth communications on Mondays at 10.30 will have massive effects on 
policies and programs in Canberra and Spring Street. We do believe that the nation’s leaders are tuning in to 
the discussions here in Emerald!!!! 

During our 2 hours we usually cover the major topics of the moment such as the economy, taxes, climate 
change, politicians, the IPA wish list ,planning  and some local issues like the cost of the police station. Members 
are encouraged to put their concerns on the agenda as well as  to do some homework which enables us all to 
not only form an opinion but more importantly to improve our knowledge and understanding of a topic. 

Thank you to everyone who has made a contribution and to Mal for leading the group when I was away. 
All being well Current Affairs will be offered again. Dick Bartley 
 
Language and Literature 

The Language and Literature Class increased to 16 members during the second half of the year. We have had a 
varied program which included some Dickens, with the BBC production of Little Dorrit being much appreciated. 

October saw the centenary of the birth of Welsh poet Dylan Thomas, so we enjoyed some of his stories and 
poetry including the Prologue to Under Milkwood read by Richard Burton. Our next book for discussion was 
Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier’s much loved novel set in Cornwall. We will watch the Hitchcock film starring 
Laurence Olivier and Joan Fontaine at the end of our discussions. We have continued with language and 
vocabulary exercises, including solving cryptic crossword clues- not everyone’s cup of tea. 

My thanks to Lorrie for her excellent literary guidance through our chosen novels and plays and to other class 
members who continued the class activities while I was having both my hips replaced. 
We look forward to next year and more Literary adventures. Kay Craig 
 
Botanical Art Class Report 

The members of the Botanical Art Class have continued to draw and paint many interesting and beautiful 
specimens, adding to their plant knowledge and experience with various media. Our afternoon teas continue to 
be of an exceptionally high standard encouraging us to create illustrated recipe sheets which were sold at the 
U3A bazaar along with cards and fridge magnet paintings. 

My thanks go to all members for their enthusiasm and interest in the class activities. Kay Craig 
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Course News continued 

Needlework 

The group is going well, but could use a few more members. It’s a good opportunity to finish any projects you 
have had in the cupboard for the last ? years. 
It’s also a chance to - stitch and bitch – and covers philosophy, films, books, travel etc, or what’s for tea tonight! 

Anyhow, have a Happy Christmas and we hope to see more of you in the New Year. Pepe 

Scrabble 

Despite the small group size we have had a good year. We combine words with laughter & the odd 
dispute, made all the more enjoyable by delicious afternoon tea kindly supplied by Sue. Unfortunately 
the Monday session did not work so we are back to 1 meeting per month on the 2nd Tuesday at 
1.30pm next year.  New members are always welcome. 
P.S.   Merry Christmas everyone! Norma Pugh 

Table Tennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philosophy Discussion Group 

In spite of the sad loss of our Tutor, Roland in August, the group has had a successful and interesting year with 
an average attendance at classes of around 16 and a total enrolment of 24. 

The loss of Roland was a shock to us all and we held a “crisis meeting” to discuss our future and how best to 
keep the group going.    There were various suggestions put forward including sharing the leadership role and 
how that would actually work and would it be effective.     

Although Philosophy Tutors are pretty thin on the ground, we decided to advertise in the Emerald Signpost 
Magazine with a rather faint hope of finding a Tutor – and BINGO – Keith Purdie, a resident of Emerald, with 
impressive qualifications responded positively. 
Keith is now entrenched as our Tutor and we are extremely grateful to him for putting his hand up.   He has 
already taken a few sessions and shaping up really well with interesting and stimulating discussions. 
Because of Keith’s other commitments we are now meeting on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday in the month and are 
looking forward to a successful year in 2015. 

Our Class Christmas break-up will be held at Rita Keel’s home at 55 Trumpington Grove Kallista  
on the 9th December from 12:30pm.  (BYO plate to share and your own drink requirements). Neil McDonald 

Another good year.  As usual, good attendances, good games, 

and lots of fun.   Following the table tennis, we enjoy coffee and 

chat at Zest. 

Our Christmas party was a great success with Maurice giving us 

a piano recital of Mozart’s Rhondo alla Turca, and ending with 

Santa (Pepe) distributing gifts. 

Linda Andrews 

If Santa doesn’t reappear next year we know who to blame!?! 
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Flowers for the Home & Gift-Giving 
 
Our group has now been going for a year and whilst it took a little time to form it has been very well 
attended.  After this experience I was amused when I received an email from one member apologising that she 
would be away for a session...'as she just couldn't get her holiday booked to avoid it' and a recent one saying 'at 
the airport, leaving Paris soon, will DEFINITELY be at class unless I am totally jet-lagged'!   
 
We have explored the making of casual table centres, bouquets, vase arrangements, how to condition and 
maintain flowers in vases, how to present a bouquet for a gift and large table-centres for special occasions.  It 
has been wonderful to observe the development of new skills. Many funny and poignant stories have been 
shared about our efforts and the challenges we have given ourselves using materials growing in our gardens.  
Some materials are brought to class so a little information is shared about the plants. In December we will make 
a large piece for the table or a buffet for Christmas.  
  
Happy Christmas....and....don't forget to put some flowers on the table! Elaine Hahn 

 

Proposed New Courses for 2015 

We will be offering several new classes next year if we get sufficient support form members: 

Public Speaking 
Henk van den Bergen is offering to run a Public Speaking class for a maximum group size of 20 

 
 Computer Skills.  
Maureen Trotter is offering a computer class that would focus on developing new skills & solving problems. 

 
French Language  
This will go ahead next year, using CD-based learning. Karen Alexander has offered to facilitate this class. 

 
Walking. 
Karen has also floated the idea of reviving the Walking Group 

 
Coffee & Chat 
Based on a class that Casey U3A has started, we may look at having a discussion group that selects a topic (on any 
subject) & over coffee & an hour or so, discusses the topic in detail. 
 
Dungeons and Dragons 
Enough interest has already been shown for us to run a trial game.  So if you want to pit your wits, weave your 
magic or hone your sword skills against goblins and their like, sign up for this course adventure. Doug Brook 

These & other new class possibilities will be presented during Registration Days next January. We will start those 
that get support from members. Remember to pass on your thoughts on new classes to any committee member. 

Nb.  There are other suggestions throughout this newsletter. Mal Bowmaker – Program Co-ordinator 

 

The village pond on The Green, Theydon Bois, Essex 

I was brought up in Theydon and was back there last month. 
Winter is coming (at least in the Northern Hemisphere). 

Wishing you all the best for the Christmas Season. 
Doug Brook (Editor) 
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U3A Housekeeping Details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

Committee Members 2014 

 
President: Michael Allery  5968 2241 
Vice President & Program Coordinator: Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Secretary: David Ashton 9754 7775 
Treasurer/Assets Manager Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Committee: 
Building Maintenance: Ray Schmidt       5968 3228 
Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Network Representative: Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Minute Secretary: Dale Allen 5968 6137 
Publicity Paul Bianco 9752 0148 

         
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 
 

Closing dates for March 2015 Newsletter contributions are:- 

February 15th for March Newsletter 
 

Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed to 
the editor 

 

doug.brook@gmail.com 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 

Doug Brook 
6 Tavistock Road, Monbulk, 3793 
9752 0335 

doug.brook@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 

support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 
Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
Emerald Vic  3782 
 
Phone:  5968 5469 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

 

U3A House 
PO Box 396 
Emerald, Vic. 3782 
 

U3A Emerald Website 

u3a-emerald-vic.org.au 

Nb.  Our website crashed recently and is in the process of 
being rebuilt.  The expectation is that it will be working in 
a skeleton form from Wed 17th Dec. 
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