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Emerald U3A Treasurer’s Report for 2013 

Financially 2013 was a very successful year.  We finished the year in a much stronger position than at the start.   

Our principal sources of funds were :-  Subscriptions ($6,000), The Shed $3,000, the hiring out of the Meeting Room 
$2,000, various grants ($10,500) and Raffle $1,000.   

Comparing income generation with 2012 the two outstanding differences were:- 

1) The hiring out of rooms made a contribution of $2,000 to funds  
2) The Shed donating $3,000 to general funds as well as accumulating $3,500 for its own use.   

In the current year (2014) The Shed has purchased several large items of machinery as well as donating a further 
$3,000 to general funds.   

In order to give you a broad picture of major expenditure in 2013 U3A funds and Grants were used to pay for:-     non 
U3A venues $2,500, utilities $3,000, equipment $4,500, Insurance and Legal Fees $1,500, Office use $2,500 and 
Building running costs $6,000. 

Later on this current year we are planning to dramatically improve Meeting Room 2 by creating a back door and 
window.  In order to undertake these building works we initially have to outlay the full cost which is expected to be 
around $10,000. 

Please turn to Page2 for more details. 
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President’s Report 2014 
ANZAC DAY 25th APRIL  2014 

On this date I was invited to represent Emerald U3A and to lay a wreath at the Cenotaph in the grounds of Emerald 
RSL. There was a huge crowd of people in attendance at this remembrance with so many young people from local 
schools who recited poems and laid a wreath. 

RSL President and committee have done an excellent job of involving local community groups in this ceremony. 

I enjoyed the opportunity to share with Councillor Tania Baxter, Ray Spencer from Lions Club and other 
representatives the opportunity to lay a wreath on your behalf. 

             LEST WE FORGET 

COMMITTEE. 

The newly elected committee is working well together and many tasks are being completed to improve our facilities. 

Room one is in use 100% of time on the first week of the month and averages 85% for the rest of the month. 

We are hopeful of Council assistance to install an additional entrance door & landing for room 2. A ventilator fan has to 
improve conditions in this room and further improvements will make this room more attractive to small groups. 

Our membership has reached 220, this is a sign of steady growth and I hope our new members will be able to enjoy 
the programs and friendship that is such an important part of our branch of U3A. 

The "Shed " is progressing very well, many tasks and projects underway, very busy.!   It also continues to generate 
additional funds for its own upkeep and to support U3A. 

The number of "Handyman" tasks for local people & groups has proved to be very valuable in the 
eyes of Council and is helping to promote the understanding of what U3A can & does contribute to 
the local community. 

Have a great year members; Live, Laugh & Enjoy  

President, Michael Allery 

 
Something to think about 

1/3 fewer cardiac events, such as heart attacks, were observed in study participants who 
had cheerful and positive personalities, compared to their siblings who had experienced a 
cardiac event before age 60. Subjects were followed for a 12-year period by Johns Hopkins 
researchers. For reasons not yet understood, cheerful people had many of the risk factors 
associated with cardiac disease but had fewer serious heart problems 

Elaine Hahn  

 

Emerald U3A Treasurer’s Report for 2013 

Here is the comparison of the balances at the start of 2013 versus those at the end. 

 U3A Funds     U3A Term Deposit The Shed  

 Start  2,522.00       10,393.00  n/a  

 End  5,363.00       10,820.00         3,563.00   

       +2,841.00         +427.00  +3,563.00  

Finally I would like to point out that as the Treasure I only “count” the money not “generate” it and I would like to 
thank all the contributors, our members, The Shed and the various bodies who gave us grants.  

Doug Brook – Treasurer Emerald U3A 

 



U3A Newsletter 27 May 2014 3 

  
Genealogy 

So far this year has seen Good Progress with the Beginners, and they 
are starting to build their Family Trees.  We have extensively covered 
Census, Civil Registration and Parish Registers. 

We have visited a LDS Library, and by the time this newsletter has 
gone to press we will have had a day out at the State Library. All 
researchers now have National and State Library tickets, and are 
becoming more familiar with the internet websites. 

The more established researchers are helping out with computer 
techniques as well as sharing their knowledge. 

Hilary Thomas 

 
I have a Plan 

The best laid schemes of mice and men go often awry 
 Robert Burns 1785 

Around 1976, the NSW State Government purchased a 
new Burroughs mainframe computer to replace the 
aging Honeywell system. The old system was at the 
Plaza building in Pitt Street and the new system was 
installed at The Rocks, about 1.5K away but 30-45 
minutes in Sydney CBD traffic. 

The plan was that as systems get converted from 
Honeywell to Burroughs, the work on the Honeywell 
system would decrease whilst the work on the 
Burroughs would increase. The operations staff would 
be retrained to use the new equipment and slowly 
moved to the Burroughs system. This plan was blessed 
by all and sundry as being sensible and logical. It was a 
good plan. 

We forgot about the Human Factor. 

As conversion work started, a lot of users panicked 
and started to lodge work that would normally have 
been run a lot later, because they were, rightfully, 
worried that the conversion would not be completed 
in time to do the run as scheduled. So the work on the 
Honeywell increased. 

Secondly, although most of the conversion ran 
reasonably smoothly, a lot of problems surfaced. Both 
systems used COBOL as the programming language 
but there were enough discrepancies in the syntax to 
extend the testing time. After conversions, all systems 
would do a “parallel run” test which means the same 
data would be run on both systems and compared. As 
problems occurred, more parallel runs were required 
so, again, the work on the Honeywell increased rather 
than decreased. 

 

 

This meant that operators could not be transferred to the 
new system as quickly as envisaged so new operators, 
experienced in the Burroughs system were hired to fill the 
gaps. This caused resentment among existing operators and 
quite a few left, leaving a shortfall that was temporarily 
overcome by unearthing staff and management who had 
long since left the department but had a vague recollection 
about running the Honeywell equipment. 

Also, user departments would shortcut the process by 
lodging work directly at Pitt Street rather than at The Rocks, 
thus bypassing any record keeping system. The van that 
transported work between the two sites was often delayed 
in heavy traffic, thus causing user departments to pick up 
their reports directly from Pitt Street, again causing havoc in 
record keeping. 

In all, we did stumble through and lived to tell the tale. 

To this day, whenever I hear “I have a plan”, I shudder. I 
have no doubt General Custer uttered these words prior to 
the Battle of Little Bighorn. 

George Briansky 

One day we’ll share the story about the Great Office Move of 
1978. Ed. 
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Philosophy 
 
This term is shaping up like a treasure hunt, the elusive treasure being HAPPINESS. We spent the 
first Tuesday trying to define what we are chasing and managed a few happy smiles in the process.  

For the rest of the term we will search for it in a better understanding of : 

 a Secular State with a multitude of religions 

 Eastern and Western philosophies 

 Rationalism and Empiricism 

 The words of wisdom expressed by 20th century philosophers,  Bertrand Russel, Michel Foucault and Peter 
Singer 

 Refugee Camps and Immigration Centres 

Happy Hunting, my prospective learned friends.         Roland  Keel 

 

Visitors in our Garden 
Just wanted to share the excitement we have experienced in recent months in our Emerald Garden.  In November , 
2012 we noticed a couple of weird things in the garden which did not seem to have come from our property.  
Initially, a blue yoghurt top, blue peg, a straw and a bit of plastic.  How did they get there we wondered?  Over the 
following weeks this collection grew and spread considerably, new items being brought in, moved, constantly re-
arranged and we became aware of a developing collection of sticks.  After this the building programme 
commenced in earnest,  we heard quite a bit of bird noise each morning and were privileged to observe the antics 
of bower birds at very close range just outside our windows.  They stayed for Christmas, then Easter.  At one time 
the bower was fully completed, the collection of blue items growing and growing.  The male is the blue satin 
bower bird and the female is large, similar in size but not shape to a pigeon but an absolutely beautiful bird in 
varying green colours with a smaller amount of browns.  Unlike many bird species, the female is the most beautiful 
of the pair. Winter descended and we were enjoying the noise of the bower birds most mornings.   

 It was noticed that two females were visiting regularly and hearing a great commotion, we later discovered the 

bower had been pushed over.  The bower birds have destroyed and re-built now many times, evacuated once, re-
building in another area of the garden but after a few weeks returning to the 'house'.  Yesterday, the bower was 
looking lovely and I watched as the male sat and wiggled to better form the shape of the bower.  This morning, 
having heard a commotion, again the bower is down, and I strongly suspect it’s the two females as we had thought 
on previous occasions.  Destruction of the bower has always been preceded by much noisy frantic behaviour when 
another female starts visiting and then, after some days she stops coming and we only observe the visits of one 
male and one female bird.  According to documented information I discovered that the birds seen in this region 
are particularly attracted to deep bright blue and we think they have chosen the garden location due to the low 
water bowl and pedestal there in their preferred colour blue.   

Reading about them and sourcing information provided online by Sir Richard Attenborough, he explains that the 
birds are very very particular about the way the items are arranged, much like humans in the selection of certain 
items of furnishings which must be 'just right'.  Fascinating to watch, they don’t mind humans being about 
provided they are completely still and quiet.  He explained that they will usually seek only particular colours (blue 
in this part of the world) and will then continually arrange and re-arrange the pieces.  In other parts of the world 
they may prefer pods and will collect certain coloured blossoms moving and turning them so they are placed in a 
particular way, much like we arrange cushions for example. These birds do not lay eggs in the bower but make a 
nest high in the trees.  The bower....is just for wooing the female!  They have been a wonderful source of 
entertainment especially throughout that cold winter and we will be more than a little sad when they disappear.  I 
have watched mesmerized today and this diligent young male bower bird has yet again rebuilt the bower and it is 
now completed. I wonder what the ladies will think tomorrow.   

Elaine Hahn 
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Mahjong Group 

We have a suggestion to form a mahjong group. 

There are 2 people ready to get this up & running, so we only need 2 more to start. There 
is at least 1 set available with spare racks. 

From there, we could build a larger group in the same way that scrabble got going. 

My understanding is that players of all skill levels fit easily into a group such as this, so whether you’re a 
professional or just would like to learn, now’s the chance. 

Room 2 is currently available several times through the week, so we can organise a time to suit many members. 

Any member interested can contact Mal on 5968 4922. 

Mal Bowmaker 

Clarification: Mahjong is in no way related to Pahjong. Ed. 

 

Flowers for the Home & Gift-giving 
Our Flower Group has continued and evolved into a wonderful group, with great 
feedback on issues such as enjoyment, excitement and at times includes 'show and tell' 
for the tutor for pieces made for friends and as gifts.  Due to commitments amongst 
members the Winter Series will not take place. Everyone is keen to come back in 
September.  As these classes will run for 2 hours but often extend to 3 hours as we 
conclude with lunch.  Charges for the 3 classes are a maximum of $75.00 (for flowers and 
accessories), and as the piece being made depends on availability for purchases, 
chosen/provided by the tutor and also and what materials are provided by participants, 
some classes require no payment over the year.  

 

1st Class        10a.m. 11`th September    Venue Judy Stevens 
2nd Class       10a.m. 23rd October          Judy 
3rd Class        10a.m. 13th November       Judy 

11th December 10am. Christmas Class  Venue - to be confirmed at next Class.  

 If anyone currently not a member of the group, may be wondering what it is like or who is interested in doing a 

stand alone Christmas Flowers Workshop on another day, please indicate your interest to Mal Bowmaker, Program 
Co-ordinator.  Depending on interest I will see if this could be viable. 

 Elaine Hahn 
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Why Men shouldn’t give advice 
Dear John, 

I hope you can help me. The other day, I set off for work, 
leaving my husband in the house watching TV. My car 
stalled, and then it broke down about a mile down the road, 
and I had to walk back to get my husband’s help. When I got 
home, I couldn’t believe my eyes. He was in our bedroom 
with the neighbour’s daughter. 

I am 32, my husband is 34 and the neighbour’s daughter is 
19. We have been married for 10 years. When I confronted 
him, he broke down and admitted they had been having an 
affair for the past six months. He won’t go to counselling and 
I’m afraid I am a wreck and need advice urgently. Can you 
please help? 

Sincerely, Sheila 

Dear Sheila. 

A car stalling after being driven a short distance can be 
caused by variety of faults with the engine. Start by checking 
that there is no debris in the fuel line. If it is clear, check the 
vacuum pipes and hoses on the intake manifold and also 
check all grounding wires. If none of these approaches 
solves the problem, it could be that the fuel pump itself is 
faulty, causing low delivery pressure to the Injectors. 

I hope this helps, 

John 

Actually, there are many more reasons why a car would 
stall, otherwise the advice is good. Ed. 

Hearing Aids 
As this is a topic for many of us nowadays, it’s worth an update. It has been surprising just how expensive hearing 
aids are. When compared to a mobile phone or tablet, the complexity of which are at least 10 times more than a 
hearing aid, a price of 10 times the cost of a phone or tablet can hardly be justified. When visiting an established 
audio consultant, prices of $4500+ are quoted. 

This issue was raised with Silicon Chip (an electronics magazine) who agreed that the prices were unjustified and 
referred me to an article in their March 2013 issue. Go to http://www.siliconchip.com.au/Issue/2013/March and click 
on 7. This will take you to http://www.blameysaunders.com.au/ where  well reviewed  hearing aids cost less than 
half the price offered by audio consultants. 

A note to ACCC produced a reply that unless an infringement was committed, no action would be taken. That means, 
that we can charge whatever we like as long as we are not breaking the law. Long live competition.   

George Briansky 

Emerald Museum News 

Not a pea-nut in sight but then, we don't need monkeys. 

People with office and publicity skills and others who would like to learn to 
welcome visitors and chat  about exhibits are urgently needed in  Emerald Museum. 
The newly appointed manager, Catherine, who  has been warmly welcomed sees 
the need for more volunteers. 

The Museum is open for your inspection on Wednesday's and Sunday's. Come and see for yourselves what is 
happening in our sparkling bright Museum in the park. 

On Sunday some-one said that most museums are dark and dusty! What do you think? What does it say about 
ourselves? 

For a gallery of historical photos, go to http://www.emeraldmuseum.org.au/gallery 

Beryl Bartacek 

 

 

 

http://www.siliconchip.com.au/Issue/2013/March%20and%20click%20on%207
http://www.siliconchip.com.au/Issue/2013/March%20and%20click%20on%207
http://www.blameysaunders.com.au/
http://www.emeraldmuseum.org.au/gallery
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Social Media Class 
We started in February with an introductory session about social media in general , about 
passwords and security issues. In March we looked at the ins and outs of Facebook as a 
communication tool. After a break at Easter, we l resumed on 21st May at 10 am to learn 
about and begin to use two online pinboards:  

 Pinterest is like an online scrapbook that people use to collect images related to their interests and hobbies. 
Some use it to plan events too! 

 HistoryPin is a site that allows us to view or add historic photos that are ‘pinned” to their exact location on 
Google Maps 
 

Future sessions will include Twitter, Blogs, Skype, Google Plus, Podcasts, Webinars, Cloud computing (Evernote, 
Dropbox), Photo sharing sites (Flickr, Picassa), HistoryPin, Trove, advanced searching skills, etc 

New members of the group are always welcome. Just bring your lap top or tablet on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month to room 1 at 10am and find out what could work for you. 

Maureen Trotter 

 

 

 

 

Quotable Quotes 

In my many years I have come to a conclusion that 
one useless man is a shame, two is a law firm and 
three or more is a government. John Adams 
 
If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if 
you do read the newspaper you are misinformed.  
Mark Twain 
 
Suppose you were an idiot. And suppose you were a 
member of government. But then I repeat myself.  
Mark Twain 
 
I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into 
prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and trying 
to lift himself up by the handle.  
Winston Churchill 
 
A government which robs Peter to pay Paul can 
always depend on the support of Paul. 
George Bernard Shaw 
 
Foreign aid might be defined as a transfer of money 
from poor people in rich countries to rich people in 
poor countries. 
Douglas Casey, Classmate of Bill Clinton at 
Georgetown University 
 
Giving money and power to government is like giving 
whiskey and car keys to teenage boys. 
P.J. O'Rourke, Civil Libertarian 
 
Government is the great fiction, through which 
everybody endeavors to live at the expense of 
everybody else. 
Frederic Bastiat, French economist  

I don't make jokes. I just watch the government and 
report the facts.  
Will Rogers 

 

Editorship up for grabs 
We are looking for someone to take 
on editing this newsletter. The 
current editor will be leaving here 
sometime in the future (not sure 
exactly when) so if anybody who 
would like to enjoy a job where 
creativity is about 70% of the task, 
please let us know. 

The job entails collecting articles and photos from the 
various contributors and laying them out. There is still 
considerable time for the handover and I am more 
than happy to spend time with anybody interested to 
show what has to be done. Some skill in using 
Microsoft Word is good but not essential. The skills 
required for the edits can be learnt quite quickly. 

Please feel free to contact me if you would like further 
information. 

Email georgebriansky@exemail.com.au or 
 call 0404 126 474. 

Exhibition - Bazaar 
WHERE: U3A House 
WHEN: Saturday 4th October 2014 
TIME: 10AM - 3PM 
Donations required - new and used goods, homemade 
produce (jams, pickles, handcrafts, etc). 

All proceeds will go to U3A. 

 
Linda Andrews 

 

 

mailto:georgebriansky@exemail.com.au
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Christmas Party 2013 

 

   

Working with Wood May 2014 
Since the start of the year there have been a few changes to the class.  Barbara and Dale have withdrawn, Cheryl & 
Ann have joined.  Ann makes the trip over to us from Preston.  Apparently Emerald is one of just two U3A’s running 
a woodworking class. 
 
The theme at present seems to be restoration of chairs.  John, Tony  and Ann are 
restoring chairs which have broken.  Each has taken on interesting challenges in 
needing to make replacement parts.  There is plenty of guidance to help them along.  
Tony is also tackling the restoration of an old chair.  With Pepe’s help he will be 
attempting to turn replacement acorn shapes in the chair’s backrest.  He is still 
working on restoring a couple of small occasional tables and is now learning how to 
polish them.  Pepe has a number of turning projects in mind and his busily machining 
boards for another project mentioned in the last newsletter.  It turned out to be a 
boat.  Mal too has been busy preparing timber for his project. He is making a 
replacement seat for the blunt end (Stern?) of his yacht.  Julie Anne has almost 
completed the bedside table she started last year using recycled materials 
.   

Jim made a picture frame from scratch, creating the 
moulding and using a biscuit cutter to join the mitred 
corners.  Jeff is flying along, having first repaired a chair then 
recovering an old cast iron faceplate from a slow 
combustion stove and then mounting it on a blackwood 
drawer front as a wall hanging.  Since then he has completed 
a complex set of speaker boxes.  Bob & Ann are starting on 
making toolboxes to get familiar with measuring, using hand 
tools, making dovetail joints and using some power tools.  
Newest member Cheryl makes her first appearance at our 
next session and we will soon have her busy. 

 
It is not all work however.  There is much chatter and 
camaraderie as we work away.  It is a great fun atmosphere 
for learning woodworking.  Although we have a full class for 
the present, for any U3A members still want to join we have 
a reserve list they can add their names to. 

 
Blythe Osborne (Leader) 

 

 

John Restoring Chair 

 

 

Pepe Boat Building 

 

 

Mal building boat seat 

 
 

Julie Finishing bedside table 

 

Jeff's Restored Chair 

 

 

Jeff's Speaker Boxes 
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Some Fun for Lexophiles (Lovers of Words): 

1.  Bicycle can't stand alone; it is two tired. 

2. A will is a dead giveaway. 

3. Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana. 

4. A backward poet writes inverse. 

5. A chicken crossing the road: poultry in motion. 

6. When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 

7. The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine was fully recovered. 

8. You are stuck with your debt if you can't budge it. 

9. He broke into song because he couldn't find the key. 

10. A calendar's days are numbered. 

11. A boiled egg is hard to beat. 

12. He had a photographic memory, which was never developed. 

13. The short fortune teller who escaped from prison: a small medium at large. 

14. Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed in the end. 

15. When you've seen one shopping centre you've seen a mall. 

16. If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are in Seine 

17. When she saw her first strands of gray hair, she thought she'd dye. 

18. Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 

19. Acupuncture: a jab well done. 

20. Marathon runners with bad shoes suffer the agony of de feet. 

21. The roundest knight at king Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much 
pi. 

22. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian 

23. She was only a whisky maker, but he loved her still. 

24. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it was a weapon of math disruption. 

25. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery. 

26. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering. 

27. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie. 

28. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are looking into it. 

29. Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

30. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me. 

31. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said: 'Keep off the Grass.' 

32. A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask 
how he was, a nurse said, 'No change yet.' 

33. The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 

34. Don't join dangerous cults: practice safe sects. 
 

In the same vein: 

One podiatrist started out on the wrong foot, whilst the other put his best foot forward. 
The alcoholic botanist decided to turn over a new leaf. 
Two guys on a camel, one says, “It’s OK, we’re over the hump now”. 
Heard about the optometrist who lost his focus? 
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Committee Members 2014 
 
President: Michael Allery  5968 2241 
Vice President & program Coordinator: Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Secretary: David Ashton 9754 7775 
Treasurer/Assets Manager Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Committee: 
Building Maintenance: Ray Schmidt       5968 3228 
Membership Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Network Representative: Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Minute Secretary: Dale Allen 5968 6137 
Publicity/Newsletter Paul Bianco 9752 0148 

         
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 

Closing dates for 2014 Newsletter contributions are:- 

August 9 for September Newsletter 
November 1 for December Newsletter 

 

Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed to 
the editor 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 
George Briansky 
5 Ford Road, EMERALD 3782 
0404 126 474 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 
support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 

Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
EMERALD  Vic  3782 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 
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