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Bushfire Class Cancellation Policy 
U3A Emerald holds its classes in an area which is regarded as high bushfire risk under certain conditions. Your 
Committee has recently reviewed the policy covering classes scheduled for days of bush fire risk. 

The original policy was decided when most classes were held in the Green Shed at Nobelius Heritage Park and prior 
to the re-assessment by CFA following Black Saturday. 

The policy decided then and current until now was that on days of Total Fire Ban for the Central Total Fire Ban District 
all U3A Emerald classes would be cancelled. In addition to Total Fire Ban, we now have the new set of fire risk 
categories as defined by the CFA. These are:  

Each member and tutor should be familiar with these ratings and your committee strongly 
recommends using the CFA website, booklets and flyers to guide their decision-making and 
actions. The CFA website is at http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-fire-bans-
and-ratings/   

Your committee has revised the class cancellation policy.  

Effective 28th January, classes will be cancelled on days categorised as Extreme or Code Red. 

 The committee was quite divided on this issue and the new policy was decided by a margin of 1 vote only. It is 
recognised that some tutors and members may elect to cancel classes or not attend a class on days less than Extreme 
due to their personal circumstances. In no way should this policy guide members in their making decisions on how to 
act on days of bushfire risk. 

 

Low/Moderate 

High 

Very High 

Severe 

Extreme 

Code Red 
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PAVE Festival – U3A Exhibition 
The Emerald PAVE Festival is on again in April, from 5th to the 13th, with the main 
event, the Funfest in the street listed for Sunday, April 6th in Kilvington Drive. 

As well as supporting the Photography Exhibition, it’s been agreed that U3A hold its 
own exhibition during the week. As the main room needs to be available for other 
activities, the plan is to use the hanging space now available on both walls plus a 
couple of stands at on end. So we won’t be able to have it as big as last year’s but still 
worth doing to be part of PAVE and to promote U3A. 

If you would like to put something in the exhibition please contact your tutor and we 
shall co-ordinate it all. 

Dates for the exhibition are:  Sun 6th April 12pm - 4pm (the day of Funfest) 
Wed 9th April 10am - 2pm (Men’s Shed) 
Fri 11th April 12pm - 4pm 
Sat 12th April 12pm - 4pm 

Paul Bianco 9752 0148  

President’s Report 2014 
 Welcome all members, particularly those who have joined this year.  I accepted the application from our 200th 

member this week. I promised him a steak knife (just the one!!!) 

The year has started wonderfully well and we got through that spell of very hot weather safely. Your committee take 
their duty of care responsibility very seriously and that is why we set new rules for Total Fireban days. It did cause 
some controversy but we felt it necessary to draw attention to your personnel decision to travel on dangerous days. 
Relax now, autumn is here and winter is on the way! 

 The AGM is coming up in March, how does this come around so fast?  We have two new nominations that will 
enable the many tasks of committee to be shared among a full complement ten people. I will be making a strong 
point of thanking those who have served in the 20013/14 year. It has been busy and demanding time but a great deal 
has been achieved. This year’s financial report will confirm those achievements. 

 The 21st Birthday celebration went of well, there are some of the Emerald History Books available at $12.00, I will 

be at pains to thank all those who prepared the book and also all those past members who have contributed so much 
to the foundation of this branch. 

Sadly, I will not be able to thank Alick Gipps as he passed away last month. He was a fine example of the volunteer 

workers who give so much to our community.  

Serving on the committee of management is a volunteer learning experience of immense value. 
From personal experience I can confirm this, unlike other classes you DO get tested and there 
is homework! But, like all the other subjects you leave with a smile on your face and enjoy the 
learning and sharing that it offers. 

Would you like to think about offering to assist one of the committee members next year? This 
will prepare you for the task of nominating for the 2015 committee. 

LIVE          LAUGH          LEARN          ENJOY  Michael Allery 

 

 

Nothing is impossible, the word itself says 'I'm possible'! 

For beautiful eyes, look for the good in others; for beautiful 

lips, speak only words of kindness; and for poise, walk with 

the knowledge that you are never alone. 

 Audrey Hepburn 

 

Obituary 

Alick Gipps 
1928-2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with regret we 
received the news of the 

passing of a long time 
member, Alick Goulburn 

Gipps. 

You never failed to do your 
best. 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb413479.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb394440.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb394440.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/audreyhepb394440.html
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Photography 
I’ve been having some fun with my Sony Cybershot 
HX30 compact.  It’s an 18 megapixel camera with the 
sweep panorama feature. That is the feature I’ve been 
having fun with. 

Until now, to produce a decent panorama I’ve used 
my Canon 7D, on a tripod, and taken a series of 
images in an approximate 150 degrees span and then 
stitched them all together in Photoshop. You can 
achieve excellent result this way, sometimes 
successfully with the “photomerge” feature, but the 
majority of the time manually. To achieve constant 
exposure and focus throughout I have to establish the 
best settings to use (aperture, ISO and shutter speed), 
then take all the nine, ten or eleven shots on Manual, 
including manual focus. 

Here’s an example, produced from about nine images 
taken in December at Etihad Stadium at the RMIT 
grand graduation ceremony. 

 

However, with the Sony compact, with the “sweep 
panorama” feature, it all happens in-camera. I think 
all the Sony cameras, including the higher end ones, 
have this feature. Panaosonic Lumix also has the 
feature on some models, as do some smart phones, 
although the phones can’t produce high quality 
images.  

I’ve had some great results with the Sony, as seen 
here with a panorama taken at Phillip Island, looking 
across towards San Remo. 

 

 

U3A Photography classes started 12th February, for 
the compact group.  The SLR sessions commenced on 
the 26th.  I’m looking forward to a great year. 

Happy shooting. 

Paul Bianco 

 

 

 

 

 

Cinema Classics 
All viewings at GEMCO on the 3rd Monday of each month, 

1pm-3pm 

Monday 17 February – Priscilla, Queen of the Desert  1994 

 With Hugo Weaving, Terence Stamp and 
Guy Pearce. The outrageous Austrahan 
comedy hit about 2 drag queens and a 
transsexual who cavort across the desert in 
a converted schoolbus. Flamboyant and 
irreverent. 

Monday 17 March – The Winslow Boy 1948 

With Robert Donat and Margaret Leighton. 
Gripping courtroom melodrama from the 
play by Terrance Rattigan. A barrister 
defends an innocent naval cadet accused 
of school theft. 

Monday 21 April – Dead of Night 1945 

Ealing Studios. Spooky anthology of stories 
told by guests at an English country house. 
All discover they are part of a recurring 
nightmare experienced by one of them. 
 

Monday 19 May – Pygmalion 1938 

With Lesley Howard and Wendy Hiller. 
Bernard Shaw wrote the play which 
inspired this film and eventually morphed 
into My Fair Lady. A phonetics professor 
tries to teach a cockney street girl how to 
talk proper”. 

Monday 16 June – The Optimists 1973 

Musical comedy drama in which a London 
busker takes in hand two young vagrants. 
Music by Lionel Bert 
 

More info?    Call Stuart on 9754 7443. 
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Philosophy 
Welcome to the New Year that 
will see and hear us tossing 
around philosophical issues in 
addition to turning our minds 
back in time to hear how 
philosophy has helped to shape 
the societies of today.  

The New Year promises a great deal especially as 
the group will be enriched by the contributions of 
several new members (for the time being the 
group has reached the maximum numbers for it to 
retain its inclusive character).  

If you wish to benefit yourself and all others as 
much as possible, start thinking about some of the 
topics that we have lined up for the first term.  
These include... 

 on what can morality be based in the assumed 
absence of a  God? 

 what is the relationship between science and 
philosophy? 

 why has the national debate about 
suicide/euthanasia never really taken off as it 
should have? 

 how has humanism/the enlightenment changed 
the Western world? 

 philosophy and children - we have lined up a 
guest speaker on this 

 what contribution can philosophy offer to the 
problem of depression? 

 an up-to-date report on artificial intelligence 
will be presented by a renowned expert 

We have already raised awareness about the 2 
worlds we live in, which are the world outside and 
the world inside us. Has the discussion raised your 
awareness of this phenomenon? 

Your suggestions for (philosophical) topics to 
discuss are always welcome. In the meantime the 
above list promises plenty, don't you think? 
Especially once this current mind-numbing 
heatwave has passed. 

See you on Tuesdays, at 9 am for 9.15 am.  

Roland Keel  

 

 

Botanical Art 

 

We have a full class for the start of this year 
and have welcomed several new members 
who I hope will find the class an enjoyable 
and fulfilling way to create botanical works of 
art. 

Everyone can learn to draw and paint as long as they have a 
desire to do so. Our class members range from beginners in 
the subject through to experienced artists and we all help and 
learn from each other. 

We are planning a couple of class projects this year, one to 
produce an illustrated afternoon tea recipe book, the other to 
be a series of small paintings to be framed for a permanent 
display in u3a house. 

Any member of U3A is always welcome to call in to our class 
and see the beautiful work being produced. 

My thanks to all class members for their enthusiasm and help 
in making our Wednesday afternoons so enjoyable. 

Kay Craig 

 
Language & Literature. 

Our class has welcomed four new members as well as keeping 
two members who have moved to the flatlands but are still 
happy to drive up to Kallista. 

We continue to study interesting or unusual words as well as 
discovering more about all things literary in both poetry and 
prose. 

Lorrie Galimany takes us through the second half 
of the session with a book or play which is 
always thoroughly enjoyed. Lorrie and husband 
Tony have just moved house  with all the 
attendant stress, but we are looking forward to 
studying Ruth Park’s novel ’Poor man’s orange’ 
with Lorrie to guide us. She will then take us on 
to Shakespeare’s wonderful tragedy ’Othello’, so 
we have much to look forward to. 

Kay Craig 
 

 

 

Othello 

 

U3A Network Victoria 
In case you aren't sure of U3A Network's role, it is the umbrella organisation of all U3A's in the State. They are the 
body to which the Government gives funds for distribution to all member groups. There are several subcommittees 

working on many areas to help U3A's as well as people on several advisory groups. Next year they are hoping to get 
individual groups to have more contact with other groups in their region. 

Go to www.u3avictoria.com.au for more information and newsletters. 

 

 

http://www.u3avictoria.com.au/
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Working with Wood 
We welcomed three new 
members for the first session on 
February 12.  Jeff, Barbara and 
Dale have joined us and everyone 
is keen to get started.  

Quite a range of projects are planned.  Jeff wants to make 
a Dobsonian telescope/mount 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

and a set of elaborate speaker boxes.  John has started 
repairing/restoring two dining chairs.  

Barbara is going to try her hand 
at making a display case for the 
thimble collection she inherited 
from her mother. 

 

Tony is working on restoring a couple of small occasional 
tables and is now learning how to polish them.  Pepe has 
a number of turning projects in mind and was busily 
machining boards for another project. 

Mal too was busy preparing timber for his project.  Julie 
Anne has almost completed the bedside table she started 
last year using recycled materials.   
 
We have a full class for the start of the year and if any 
U3A members still want to join we will have a reserve list 
they can add their names to. 

Blythe Osborne (Leader) 
 

 

 

 

Here and now 
Let's cherish what we have while we have it. All things 
may change due to fire, flood and town-planning; 
distant views are hidden, trees removed, buildings 
deteriorate and street-scapes are altered.  

Sometimes we forget just how lucky we are and focus 
on our disappointments. 

 So, let's enjoy what we do have and maintain our life-
style while we can. 

Beryl 

 

Music Concerts 
We’d like to share our music with you. The Victorian 
College of the Arts Secondary School (VCASS) located at 
57 Miles Street, Southbank, invites groups and members 
of the public to these free concerts in 2014.  

 VCASS is a State Government school and a premier 
training institution for Year 7-12 musicians, dancers, or 
visual artists. Most of our concerts feature Classical 
repertoire, and sometimes a little Jazz.  

These free concerts are run in conjunction with our 
ticketed evening concerts (for more information on our 
ticketed concerts, to visit an ‘open classroom’ in action, 
or to organise a visit by a primary school, please enquire 
by email music@vcass.vic.edu.au).     

 In the past, visiting groups have combined our events 
with an excursion to the city, gardens or other attractions 
in the Melbourne Arts Precinct. Please note that 
numbers are limited and bookings for some events are 
essential.  Please pass this email on to anyone you wish. 
If you are interested, or have any queries, please email 
me at music@vcass.vic.edu.au 

Kim Beissel 
Music Administrator 

Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School 
57 Miles St. SOUTHBANK VIC 3006 

 

 

mailto:music@vcass.vic.edu.au
mailto:music@vcass.vic.edu.au
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Your U3A Needs You 
We have always had a number of members 
willing to help when the occasion demands it. 
Sometimes it’s an event like our annual 
exhibition or the book launch and birthday 
celebration day held late last year. At other 
times, it’s providing a helping hand during the 
classes. 

A number of tasks get done by members not 
part of the committee and often this help slips 
under the radar and probably doesn’t receive 
the acknowledgment it deserves. 

At many of the larger U3A organisations, it is a 
condition of membership that all members 
volunteer some time during the year to help 
with administration and other tasks. We don’t 
have such a system in place but as our group 
grows, members of the committee find the 
workload increasing and it would be easier if 
there was some assistance. 

This year we are experiencing a problem with 
not being able to find a co-leader for Armchair 
Travel. Karen Alexander is the leader of this 
class but will be away for some of the year, so 
we need someone to step in when Karen isn’t 
available. It seems a shame that such a popular 
class will stop-start this year due to the lack of 
a co-leader – it’s not a difficult job. 

 
Tutors Needed 

We have had a lot of interest in suggested new 
classes, especially French language and 
Psychology. What we desperately need now 
are tutors for these and other subjects. We 
have been searching high and low but so far 
without success. 

If any member has a lead that might unearth a 
volunteer for the subjects listed below (or any 
other subject that may be interesting) please 
let the committee know (see back page). 

Subjects that have been suggested are: 

French Language 
Understanding Psychology 
Spanish Language 
Music for Pleasure  
Cycling 
German Language 
Painting 
Sceptics 

 

New Classes Underway 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s always exciting when new classes start and it’s great to see 
the enthusiasm of our members to join new learning 
opportunities. 

One of our most energetic members in this area has been Linda 
Andrews who has been the driving force behind establishing 
Table Tennis, Needlework, Patchwork and Yoga. 

This year has seen 3 new classes start – David Greenaway is 
leading the Play Reading Group which already has 6 members. 
Many of you will know of David’s long association with the 
Gemco Players so this promises to be a terrific group. Who 
knows if we have a future star waiting to be discovered? 

Max Bennetts has been the energy behind starting the Creative 
Writing Group with 7 members at the first session. 

And finally, Maureen Trotter’s Social Media class got underway 
with 6 members participating. I was one of those present and I 
really enjoyed the first class and expect to be far more ‘savvy’ 
before the year is out. 

Many thanks to our three new class leaders – we wish them 
well for the year ahead. 

Mal Bowmaker 
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2014 Program 

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL 
Leaders: Karen Alexander 5968 4651 

karen@snowgumpress.com.au 
& TBA 

 

1
st

 Wednesday each month, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 5
th 

March, 2014 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Leader: Dick Bartley 5968 3804 

dickbartley08@gmail.com 

2
nd 

& 4
th

 Mondays each month, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 10
th

 February 2014 
 

BOOK GROUP 
Leader: Lois Lucas, 5968 6807 

loisgl@netspace.net.au 

2
nd

 Tuesday each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm Venue: Room 2, 
U3A House 

Starts 11
th

 February 2014 

BOTANICAL PAINTING/DRAWING 
Leader: Kay Craig, 9755 2512 

maxy15@bigpond.com 
 

1
st

 & 3
rd

 Wednesdays each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 5
th 

February 2014 

CINEMA CLASSICS FOR LOUNGE LIZARDS 
Leader: Stuart Hodgson, 9754 7443 

stuarthodgson@westnet.com.au 

3
rd

 Monday each month, 1.00 – 3.00 pm Venue: Gemco, 
Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
Starts 17

th 
February 2014 

 

COSMOLOGICAL & ASTRONOMICAL IDEAS 
Leader: Martin Buoncristiani 

martinbuoncristiani@gmail.com  
Secretary: Ray Schmidt 5968 3228 

rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au 
 

2
nd

 & 4
th

 Thursdays each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 13
th

 February 2014 
 

CREATING PHOTO BOOKS  
Leader:  Sue Smith  5968 6736 

suelonie@gmail.com  
Contact – Mal Bowmaker – 5968 4922 

chelemal@bigpond.net.au 

Short Course, Second Term 
Time & date to be advised  

Room 2, U3A House 
Maximum 8 participants 

Require own Notebook and 15 plus photos 
Internet access will be available 

 CREATIVE WRITING 
Leader: Max Bennetts 5968 1781 

bennettsmj@yahoo.com.au 
 

1st & 3
rd

 Fridays, 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
Venue: Room 1 U3A House 

Start date: 7
th

 February, 2014 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Leader: Dick Bartley, 5968 3804 

dickbartley08@gmail.com 

1
st

 & 3
rd

 Monday each month, 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 
Venue: Room 2, U3A House 

Starts 3
rd

 February 2014 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 
Tutor: Kay Craig 9755 2512 

maxy15@bigpond.com 
Class Secretary: Gwenyth Griffiths.  9755 2732, 

harold-griffiths@netspace.net.au 

Each Monday, 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 
Venue: Kallista Community House 

Starts 3
rd

 February 2014 
 

FLOWERS FOR THE HOME 
Tutor: Elaine Hahn 5968 6392 

elainehahn@bigpond.com 

Short course, Second Term 
Venue: to be advised 

Time & date to be advised 
Maximum 8 participants 

GARDENING 
Leader: Jim Thomas, 9737 9565 

organic22@bigpond.com 
 

1
st

 Monday each month, 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 3
rd

  February 2014 

GENEALOGY 
Tutor: Hilary Thomas, 9737 9565 

organic22@bigpond.com 

1
st

 & 3
rd

 Tuesdays each month, 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Venue: Room 1 U3A House 
Starts 18

th
 February 2014 

 

mailto:karen@snowgumpress.com.au
mailto:dickbartley08@gmail.com
mailto:loisgl@netspace.net.au
mailto:stuarthodgson@westnet.com.au
mailto:martinbuoncristiani@gmail.com
mailto:rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au
mailto:suelonie@gmail.com
mailto:blythe@westnet.com.au
mailto:bennettsmj@yahoo.com.au
mailto:dickbartley08@gmail.com
mailto:harold-griffiths@netspace.net.au
mailto:elainehahn@bigpond.com
mailto:organic22@bigpond.com
mailto:organic22@bigpond.com
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ITALIAN  (2 CLASSES) 
Tutors: Dolores and Aldo Bellemo.   

Secretary: Marianne Holder 5941 7560 
mvhdch@hotmail.com 

 

Every Friday, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Venue: Rooms 1 & 2, U3A House 

Starts 7
th

 February 2014 
 

MEN’S SHED 
Leader: Mike Allery, 5968 2241 
mikeallery@westnet.com.au 

Every Tue & Wed 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 
Every Sat 10.00 am – 12.00 noon  

Venue: The Shed (Multipurpose Area), U3A House 
Starts 4

th
 February 2014 

 NEEDLEWORK 
Leader: Nan Pearce, 5968 5821 

nantrevpearce@me.com 

1
st

 Monday of each month 9.30 am to 12.00 noon 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 3
rd

  February 2014 
 

PATCHWORK 
Leader: Linda Andrews, 5968 3228 

linda.andrews@ozemail.com.au 

1
st

 Monday of each month 9.30 am to 12.00 noon 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 3
rd

  February 2014 
 

PHILOSOPHY DISCUSSION GROUP 
Class Leader: Roland Keel, 9752 1157 

rita.keel@bigpond.com 
Secretary: Neil McDonald, 5944 3782 

neilpammcdonald@gmail.com 
 

Each Tuesday, 9.15 – 11.15 am 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 28
th

  January 2014 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Leader: Paul Bianco , 9752 0148 

bianco48@bigpond.com  

2
nd 

& 4
th

 Wednesday each month, 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 
Room 1, U3A House 

Start: compact 12
th 

Feb., SLR 26
th

 Feb. 2014 
 

PLAY READING GROUP 
Leader: David Greenaway 

 

Room 1, U3A House 
Start: 6

th
 February 2014 

Future times TBA 

SCRABBLE 
Leaders: Norma Pugh 5968 3814 

normadp@bigpond.com 
Marianne Holder 5941 7560 

mvhdch@hotmail.com 

Last Monday & 2
nd

 Tuesday each month, 1.30 - 4.00 pm 
Room 1, U3A House 

Starts 11
th

 February 2014 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Leader: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 

maureen.trotter@gmail.com 

3
rd

 Wednesday each month, mornings 
Venue: Room 1 U3A House 
Starts: 19

th
 February 2014 

TABLE TENNIS 
Leader: Linda Andrews, 5968 3228 

linda.andrews@ozemail.com.au 

Each Tues. 9.30 – 11.00 am 
& Friday, 9.30 – 11.30 am 

Venue: Emerald Hall, Main Road, Emerald 
Starts 21

st
 January 2014 

 WALKING GROUP 
Leader: TBA 

 

3
rd

 Wednesday in each month at 10.00 am 
Venue: Meet as arranged with the leader 

Starts 19
th

 February 2014 
 

WORKING WITH WOOD 
Tutor: Blythe Osborne, 5968 6167 

blythe@westnet.com.au 

2
nd

 & 4
th

 Wednesdays 1.30 – 4.30 pm 
Venue: The Shed (Multipurpose Area), U3A House 

Starts 12
th

 February 2014 
 

YOGA 
Leader: Linda Andrews, 5968 3228 

rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au 

Each Thursday, 9.30 - 10.30 am 
Venue: Room 1, U3A House 

Starts February 6
th

 2014 
 

 

 

  

mailto:mvhdch@hotmail.com
mailto:mikeallery@westnet.com.au
mailto:nantrevpearce@me.com
mailto:linda.andrews@ozemail.com.au
mailto:neilpammcdonald@gmail.com
mailto:bianco48@bigpond.com
mailto:normadp@bigpond.com
mailto:mvhdch@hotmail.com
mailto:maureen.trotter@gmail.com
mailto:linda.andrews@ozemail.com.au
mailto:blythe@westnet.com.au
mailto:rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au
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Proposed Classes (depending on interest) 

Please contact the committee (see back page) if you are interested in any of these. 

FRENCH LANGUAGE 
Leader: TBA 

 

Start date TBA 

UNDERSTANDING PSYCHOLOGY 
Leader: TBA 

 

Start date TBA 

CARD PLAYING GROUP 
Leader: TBA 

 

Start date TBA 

SPANISH LANGUAGE 
Leader: TBA 

Start date TBA 

MUSIC FOR PLEASURE 
 

Times & Dates TBA 

CYCLING (Alan Ward Times & Dates TBA 

GERMAN (Ray Schmidt) Times & Dates TBA 

PAINTING (Leslie Jolly) Times & Dates TBA 

SCEPTICS (Ray Schmidt, Glen Green, Pauline Hosking) Times & Dates TBA 

BALLROOM DANCING Times & Dates TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Flowers for the Home & Gift-giving 

 We have now completed two Series, Spring and recently the Summer Series.  Due to the 
enthusiasm of the group we decided as the first class to do our Christmas Flowers together and 
we had an extended session  so that each student could make two pieces, a vase of flowers and 
a long centre-piece.  Our group's Christmas Lunch was also on this day.  So, a lovely lunch, good 
company surrounded by beautiful flowers.   

The second class in February centred on using what is in the garden.  Agapanthus were the 
flower of choice and working on some very different ideas, the class were excited with what they 
had to take home.  Table arrangements were demonstrated, discussed and made using 
agapanthus in five different ways together with other elements.  Bouquet styling was 
demonstrated with students learning contemporary ways of displaying their flowers in a vase.  
Learning about the Elements and Principles of Design as they relate to floral design is a constant 
theme throughout the classes and everyone now has a colour wheel for reference and this was 
used in the preparation of our final class of the series which was making groups of small 
arrangements.  Classes also touch on styling which is a vital part of working with flowers. 

 Thanks to our hosts Judy Stevens and Karen Black for their hospitality and everyone for the 

super food, drinks and to Joan for liaison regarding the catering.  Karen Black has taken on the 
role of our Secretary so thanks too for this.  It has been decided the dates for the class will be 
determined as we proceed rather than scheduled months ahead due to the commitments.   

 Our Autumn Series begins soon with classes planned for:  
Thursday 20th March 

Thursday 27th March 

Thursday 1st May 
  

Please contact the tutor Elaine Hahn for further details. 
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Committee Members 2013 
 
President: Michael Allery  5968 2241 
Vice President: Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Secretary & Public Officer: David Ashton 9754 7775 
Treasurer: Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Minute Secretary, Network Delegate: Jill Lightfoot      9752 1003 
Membership Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Members: Ray Schmidt         5968 3228 
 Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 
  

         
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 

Closing dates for 2014 Newsletter contributions are:- 

May 5 for June Newsletter 
August 9 for September Newsletter 
November 1 for December Newsletter 

 

Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed 
to the editor 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 
George Briansky 
5 Ford Road, EMERALD 3782 
0404 126 474 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 
support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 

Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
EMERALD  Vic  3782 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

 

U3A House 
PO Box 396 
Emerald, Vic. 3782 
 

mailto:georgebriansky@exemail.com.au
mailto:georgebriansky@exemail.com.au
mailto:U3ageemd@netspace.net.au

