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Editorial Comment 

 

 

 

 

Occasionally we may publish 
articles which, strictly speaking, 

may not relate to U3A directly but 
may be of interest to members. 

Always feel free to comment if you 
feel these are not relevant. It is 

your newsletter. 
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President’s Report 

In preparation for 19th October when we celebrated the 21st year of U3A Emerald I searched through the 
albums that show various events over 21 years. So many people, events and venues where we have gathered to 

share good times with our friends in U3A. 

They bring back pleasant memories and emphasise the achievements over2l years. To keep these valuable 
records going I have started a new album showing those who attended in October. Over 65 people stayed to 

hear the presentation of our history in the wonderful book that Brenda Webb has compiled. At $12.00 per copy 
this unique record is well worth having. 

My congratulations to Brenda and all who helped to prepare the History of U3A Emerald. 

WELL DONE! 

Do you have photos of events in the past? Would you like to add copies to the albums to enhance our memory 
storage? Please bring them to me for inclusion. 

2013 has been a very busy year with many of the goals set for the year achieved. A steady increase in 
membership numbers, new classes introduced and our regular subjects continuing to expand and develop. A 

special thanks to class leaders and committee members who have worked long and hard to achieve this level of 
success. 

The University of the Third Age in Victoria continues to thrive & expand with 100 branches & 28.000 members. 
The National movement is also growing with the National Alliance bringing the states together to share ideas 

and gain more public awareness of what we have to offer. 

Victoria is unique in the level of financial support we receive from the State Government. Many of the new 
facilities in our new home have been provided from this source, for which we are of course very grateful. 

Our local Council, Shire of Cardinia, has also provided generous financial support that enables us to provide a 
wide range of subjects at additional venues and, they also print this Newsletter. 

We now have quality picture rails in room one to display the creative art work from our members. A grant from 
the Dandenong Ranges Community Bank has helped us to achieve this. 

Local community support can be demonstrated in many ways as you walk around U3A House. This confirms that 
our activities are valued and appreciated. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to all members for their support and help in providing me with the most 
rewarding and satisfying learning experience that being President has provided in recent years. I do hope that 

growth and development will continue in the coming years. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Mike Allery 

Obituary 

Gwen Asling; a long term member and 
contributor to U3A passed away on 27th 

October 2013. She appeared in many 
photos from the early years and it was a 
pleasure to share these memories with 
family and members on 6th November 

at the funeral in Emerald Hall which was 
filled to capacity. 

 

 

 

Mike Allery reads the Riot Act at the 21st Anniversary 
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U3A 21st Anniversary 

 

 

Podcasts 

Podcasting is a form of audio broadcasting on the Internet. You can listen to podcasts on your computer, your 
mobile phone or a portable music player (eg. iPod).   

One of the most comprehensive collections of podcasts that I have discovered is from The National Archives  
(http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk).  

Family history Brick walls and lost ancestors  
Morbidity and mortality on convict voyages to 19th century Australia 
Titanic: Emigrant ship or luxury liner? 
The Kitchen Front: domestic life in the Second World War 

 
Military history The Battle of Flodden 

Dig For Victory 
The secret listeners 

 
Social history Living in a railway town 

The truth about The Great Train Robbery of 1963 
Bess of Hardwick 

 
Political history William Wallace’s rising and execution, and Edward I’s conquest of Scotland 

The Berlin Wall 1961: the construction 50 years on 
The Children of Henry VIII 

 
Law and order  When sport meets the law 

The Will Forgeries: a forgotten sensation 
Sedition, transportation and treason: the case of the London Corresponding Society 

 
International  Australia in War and Peace, 1914-19 

The first Afghan war 
The British Red Cross and its archives 

Maureen 
 

 

 

Mal Bowmaker, Brad Battin (Liberal 
member for Gembrook) and Linda 

Andrews 

 

 

Linda Andrews with her quilt 

(Patchwork Class) 

 

 

Cardinia Mayor Brett Owen with 
Mike Allery and Brenda Webb, 

author of History of U3A at Emerald. 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/brick-walls-and-lost-ancestors/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/morbidity-and-mortality-on-convict-voyages-to-19th-century-australia/
file:///L:/â€¢%09http/::media.nationalarchives.gov.uk:index.php:titanic-emigrant-ship-or-luxury-liner:
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-kitchen-front-domestic-life-in-the-second-world-war/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-battle-of-flodden/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/dig-for-victory/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-secret-listeners/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/living-in-a-railway-town/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-truth-about-the-great-train-robbery-of-1963/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/bess-of-hardwick/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/william-wallaces-rising-and-execution-and-edward-is-conquest-of-scotland/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-berlin-wall-1961-the-construction-50-years-on/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-children-of-henry-viii/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/when-sport-meets-the-law/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-will-forgeries-a-forgotten-sensation/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/sedition-transportation-and-treason-the-case-of-the-london-corresponding-society/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/australia-in-war-and-peace-1914-19/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-first-afghan-war/
http://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-british-red-cross-and-its-archives/
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Oscar Winning Movies 

 

Movies that have won 7 or more 
Oscars over time: 

 

 

 
 

Ben-Hur (1959) 11.  
Titanic (1997) 11. 
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003) 11. 
West Side Story (1961) 10. 
Gigi (1958) 9. 
The Last Emperor (1987) 9. 
The English Patient (1996) 9. 
Gone with the Wind (1939) 8. 
From Here to Eternity (1953) 8. 
On the Waterfront (1954) 8. 
My Fair Lady (1964) 8. 
Cabaret (1972) 8. 
Gandhi (1982) 8. 
Amadeus (1984) 8.  
Slumdog Millionaire (2008) 8. 
Going My Way (1944) 7. 
The Best Years of Our Lives (1946) 7. 
The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957) 7. 
Lawrence of Arabia (1962) 7. 
Patton: A Salute to a Rebel (1970) 7. 
The Sting (1973) 7. 
Out of Africa (1985) 7. 
Dances with Wolves (1990) 7.  
Schindler's List (1993) 7. 
Shakespeare in Love (1998) 7. 

 

Travel Hints for Seniors 

 These were some of the hints mentioned during a Seniors’ 
Week session run by National Seniors  

Buy a pre-paid Travel Sim for your mobile phone 

 Useful so you can stay in contact with family and avoid 
huge phone bills whilst overseas 

 Can be bought from Australia Post or from various 
other places online 

NB: you need to allow 3-4 days to “unlock” your mobile 
phone from Telstra, etc before using the Travel Sim. 

Medications 

 Best to keep these in the box they were supplied in 

 Taking prescriptions and/or a Doctor’s letter can be 
useful too 

Glasses 

 If you need to wear glasses, it is sensible to take spare 
pair with you 

 A script could also be useful if you have to replace 
your glasses in a hurry 

Seasickness 

 Avomine tablets, type of antihistamine can be useful 
for seasickness (if ginger doesn’t work) 

 Dose is evidently half tablet twice a day  

 Should check with the chemist to check whether 
Avomine is OK with current medications 

Neck Support 

 The best neck pillows are evidently the ones filled 
with beads 

Travel insurance 

 National Seniors Travel can arrange insurance for all 
seniors, including the over 80s 

European river cruises 

 Useful to pay about $40 per year to join National 
Seniors first as then you can save $400-$500 on each 
European river cruise 

Maureen 

 

U3A Anniversary 

As Events Coordinator I would like to thank everyone who 
submitted their work for our exhibition.  There is no doubt 
we have very talented people in U3A. Our Picture Hanging 

System proved to be very effective. 
 

Thank you also to the members who took the time to visit 
the exhibition.  We had several non-members who were 

sufficiently impressed that they took enrolment forms and 
assured me they will see us in 2014. 

 
Thanks to the people who participated in setting up displays, 

Paul and Michael for picking up and returning the display 
stands from EAS, and the BBQ boys Greg, Russell and Frank. 

 

Linda Andrews, Events Coordinator 
 

 

Volunteer Foster Carers Needed 

Do you have some time and energy to care for a child or 
young person unable to live at home? Wesley Mission 

Victoria is seeking local residents from all walks of life with 
a spare bedroom to become volunteer foster carers and 
care for children aged 0-18 years. Phone: 9794 3000 or 

email: cyfssouth@wesley.org.au for more details. 

Thank you for your consideration. We greatly appreciate it. 

 Kind regards Bianca 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0052618/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120338/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0167260/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0055614/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0051658/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0093389/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0116209/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0031381/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045793/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047296/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0058385/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0068327/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0083987/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086879/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1010048/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0036872/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0036868/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050212/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056172/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0066206/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0070735/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089755/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0099348/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0108052/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0138097/
mailto:cyfssouth@wesley.org.au


5 

  

Nobelius Heritage Park and 
Emerald Museum 

Just how Carl Axel 
Nobelius, who grew 
up in Sweden and 
worked seven days a 
week in Australia, 
became so keen on 
cricket is still 
a mystery. 

 
Developing his nursery and marrying Emily 
Jane surely kept him busy. Did he find time 
to play, as did his workers, after five and a 
half days of hard physical labour, clearing, 
digging and planting? 

Nobelius was well-rewarded for his hard 
work, building a fine house and being 
recognised in Melbourne society. He 
entertained the Governor, and invited the 
visiting Indian cricket team to Emerald. His 
workers found enough energy to form 
teams and practise cricket where they 
could, perhaps on the football field, where 
the R.S.L. now stands.  

In 1911 he had the present field cleared and 
levelled and sown with grass. Around it 
were planted a selection of well-grown 
trees from the nursery in a mighty working-
bee, thirty people worked all day, adding a 
hedge surrounding the whole field for a 
wind-break. Elaine Morris, a Nobelius 
grand-child recalls her father hand-pruning 
the hedge yearly to a height of six-feet. In 
time the hedge was neglected. 

When the hall was burnt down some of the 
hedge was destroyed, Bill A'Vard 
remembers clearing the burnt roots away.  
As space was needed for other sports, like 
tennis and net-ball, many trees had to 
be removed. 

Generations of cricketers and footballers 
have played there, rarely acknowledging 
their fore-runners, like the Worrell family, 
but enjoying the game. 

Old has to give way to new. We await the 
planting of a fine new wind-break, 
beautifying the reserve. Let's hope none of 
us will ever need to use it as a place of 
refuge but it will be there, just in case and 
may save some lives. 

See you soon? Beryl 

 
 

 

Some famous Emeraldians 

 

 

 

 

Vanessa Amorosi (born 8 August 1981) is an Australian singer-
songwriter and recording artist. Her combined album and single sales 
have reached over 2 million worldwide. 

She was born in Melbourne, Victoria in a Roman Catholic family of 
Italian origin, the daughter of singer Frank Amorosi. When Amorosi 
was four, along with her younger sisters, she would go to tap, jazz and 
classical ballet classes, which were being run by her uncle. She 
attended Emerald Primary and Emerald Secondary School. At the age 
of 12, Amorosi started to perform in shopping centers and local council 
concerts under the supervision of her family. Amorosi was discovered 
performing at Matrioshka, a Russian restaurant in Carnegie, by Jack 
Strom and signed a recording contract in 1997. After being signed to 
MarJac Productions (co-owned by managers Mark Holden and Jack 
Strom) and recording a promo CD titled "Get Here", she secured a deal 
with Transistor Music Australia.  

Vanessa hosted an episode on the Getaway show about Emerald: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VrDzjuyRa0 

 

 

 

 

Redmond Symons (born 13 June 1949) is an Australian musician, 
writer, actor and radio host, probably best known as lead guitarist with 
Skyhooks and as the snide judge of "Red Faces", a segment of the long-
running Hey Hey It's Saturday variety television show. He hosts 774 
ABC Melbourne's breakfast show 

Red Symons was born in England, he emigrated to Australia (on the 
same boat as the members of the Bee Gees) at the age of 9, in 1958. 
Symons was a student at Emerald Primary School, then Upwey High 
School in Victoria. Symons studied pure mathematics and computer 
science at the University of Melbourne, during which time he resided 
at Queen's College and earned a Bachelor of Science degree. 

An Australian Story episode was aired in February 2010, documenting 
their son Samuel's fifteen-year battle with cancer. The episode won a 
silver medal at the New York Film festival and a Quill award from the 
2011 Melbourne Press Club for Best Current Affairs feature. 

George Briansky 

Editor’s Note: any articles on famous Emeraldians are welcome. Or is it 
‘Emeraldites’?. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VrDzjuyRa0
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Friends of Gembrook Park 

I am a member of the U3A table tennis group 
and am a 'Friend of Gembrook Park'. 

As a 'Friend', we have regular weeding and 
planting sessions and I would be happy to be a 
walking tour guide in Gembrook Park - with 
perhaps a little weeding thrown in for good 
measure. We could enjoy a morning tea or 
lunch together at the conclusion of our 

'gardening/walk'.  

Gembrook Park is in Redwood Road 
Gembrook, just a 7minute walk from Puffing 
Billy Station in Main Street Gembrook. 

Looking forward to hearing from you 

Cheers Merle Mathisen 0407 011 344 

 

 

 

Check out the movie Quartet to meet Billy 
Connolly as a sexy senior citizen 

 

What is Philosophy? 

 

This is what Bertrand 
Russell had to say: 

“There are many questions that people who think do at times ask 
themselves where science cannot give an answer. All provinces of 
knowledge border on the area of the unknown where one passes 
from science into the field of speculation. Exploring these fields is 
what philosophy is in part about.  

Philosophy neither sets out to solve our problems nor to save our 
souls. 

It is, as the Greeks put it, a kind of sightseeing adventure 
undertaken for its own sake. 

There are 2 attitudes that might be adopted towards the unknown: 

 one is to accept the pronouncement of the people who say they 
know on the basis of books, mysteries, revelations or other 
sources of inspiration 

 the other way is to go out and look for oneself, that is the way of 
science and of philosophy.  

Thus in philosophy we might ask ourselves…. 

 What is the meaning of life if indeed it has any at all? 

 Has the world a purpose? 

 Does the unfolding of history lead somewhere? 

 Is nature ruled by laws? 

 Is the world divided into 2 parts, mind and matter and, if so, how 
do they hang together? 

 Is man just a speck of dust on an unimportant planet as the 
astronomers see it or is he a heap of chemicals as a chemist 
might say or is he noble in spirit and infinite in faculty or is he all 
above maybe? 

 Along with these questions to explore, there are ethical questions 
about good and evil. What is a good life? Is there something like 
wisdom or is it all merely empty madness? 

 Such questions cannot be answered in the laboratory but 
philosophy can offer at least some answers by listening what the 
philosophers have had to say over the centuries and by applying the 
many different theories to the present world.”  

Dates for the Diary: 
Dec 17, 2013 we are having our Christmas get-together - 12 noon, at 
55 Trumpington Grove. Kallista (via Ridge Rd.) Melways 124K12. As 
usual, partners are welcome - please bring a plate - coffee, tea and 
soft drinks will be provided. 
Jan 21, 2014 is the date of our first meeting in the New Year 

Roland 

 

Groups planned for 2014 

Writers’ Group: For creative people who 
enjoy writing poetry or stories. This is a 
democratic group with shared leadership 
meeting fortnightly to read their short pieces 
written on a topic decided at the previous 
session.  Constructive criticism will be 
offered by the group.  (Limit - 8 members). 

Chess: A chess group is being planned for 
next year. Please let us know if you would 
like to participate. 

Social Media: How to safely use social media 
sites and tools to stay in touch with friends, 
family members, reconnect with old friends, 
learn and share hobbies and interests, read 
comments by public figures and much, much 
more. 

 

Bertrand Russell 

 



7 

  
Botanical Art 

Some thoughts from the botanical art class: 

ANNE:    I have learnt to look not only at the surface of things, but at what is through and behind the surface. 

CATHY:  I love doodling and creating shapes and this has helped my drawing skills. An “ah ah” moment came when I 
suddenly felt I was turning the corner and I could draw. 

JUNE:  I enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of the class and the appreciation of the beauty of plants and how they are 
constructed. 

LOIS:  I have become aware of how much more I see into plants when I am drawing or painting them. When I feel a 
bit disheartened I find the encouragement from Kay and the class helps to inspire me again. 

MICHELE:  I am enjoying learning not only about the beauty of plants but also the science involved. My sense of 
colour has been heightened as a result of painting my chosen specimens. Kay keeps us motivated with the beautiful 
books and illustrations she brings along to classes and generously lends us for reference. 

PAM:  I thought I couldn’t draw but I’ve found that I can, and I enjoy it so much. I’m learning to see things as they 
really are instead of what I think they are. Botanical art takes me into a quiet, still place in my mind. 

PATRICIA:  It is wonderful to be working with something new for me. I was so happy to join the class. 

KAY: I love tutoring in the Botanical Art Class. All the members are so enthusiastic whether they are newcomers or 
more experienced artists and it is so satisfying to see everyone making great progress and enjoying the journey. 

The world of plants is spectacular and endlessly fascinating and trying to capture some small part of it can be a 
wonderful way to enhance our daily lives. 

Thank you to all class members for your enthusiastic participation and also for the scrumptious afternoon teas 
which have been much appreciated by us all. 

I look forward to another exciting year with my fellow artists. 

TRUE GRIT 

I looked up and saw the fear in her eyes. 

I knew that fear. Hadn’t I felt it many times myself? 

She’ll be ok I thought. She will work through the fear and it will be all right. 

Other eyes were now directed towards her. A tremulous sigh was heard. 

A voice said, “It will be fine- don’t give in now. Make yourself do it!” 

“I can’t!” The cry resounded across the room. 

The ‘thing’ was in front of her- huge and intimidating. 

She stared at it and then at the object close by. 

She took several deep breaths and suddenly- she took control!.............. 

An hour later her determination had won through. 

There on that once blank sheet of paper was the gumnut branch drawn in pencil and carefully shaded. 

Her joy was obvious to all. 

“I didn’t think I could do it but I have!” 

The Botanical Art class cheered and afternoon tea was announced. 

Kay Craig (an interested bystander) 
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Literature 

I could not possibly imagine a better way to start the week than attending our Language and 
Literature class. Exploring the seemingly endless “new” words, reading interesting articles, 
poetry and plays (which we also act out), studying some wonderful novels- both classic and 
modern- and with much laughter solving all sorts of word puzzles. 

Thank you to Kay and Laurie for your enthusiastic leadership and to everyone else for your input. 

Gwen Griffiths: This is a stimulating, entertaining and very often, mind-provoking session that participants look 
forward to eagerly every Monday. Our language skills are broadened and exercised. The literature component is 
varied: Chekov, Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde and Dylan Thomas. Among the novelists have been Dickens, Ruth Park, 
Steinbeck and Mrs. Gaskell. This lively group is very ably led and encouraged by Kay Craig, Laurie Galimany and Gwen 
Griffiths. 

Tony Galimany: Our Monday Language and Literature class is a wonderful way to start the week. What more could we 
ask for than really good company in a group of like-minded people who have a love of words and literature, great 
topics for conversation, brain teasers and a wealth of information shared and encouraged by Kay and Laurie. Every 
week I come home and drive my husband crazy making him listen to me telling about the exciting topics we have 
been discussing and how fortunate I am to have found the Language and Literature group. 

Pam Garbutt: We moil (Ed. I had to look this one up) a little in our U3A English class but we never use ‘mitigate’ when 
we mean ‘militate’ or ‘less’ when we mean ‘fewer’. We discuss vocabulary, word trends in English and the changes we 
sometimes see in our language. Unlike lesser mortals we take care with our use of ‘enormity’. We have read Ian 
McEwen’s ‘Atonement’, Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ and Shakespeare’s ‘The Merchant of Venice’ and watched the 
film versions. Having seen an earlier film of ‘Of Mice and Men’ I appreciated the superiority of the more recent one 
that we saw. We’ve read short stories, poems and examples of prose style, discussed crossword clues and 
participated in quizzes and puzzles of things literary. As I write we are watching the TV series of Ruth Park’s novel ‘The 
Harp in the South’. It is an excellent adaptation of a superbly written and significant novel of social comment. Next we 
are to read Oscar Wilde’s play ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’. Language and Literature has been an enjoyable 
experience. 

Graham Thomas: During Language and Literature classes I’ve dipped into dictionaries, delved into derivations and 
studied the intricacies, growth and development of our English language. I’ve debated the issue when is truth not the 
truth, as perceived by the linked characters in Ian McEwen’s ‘Atonement’, and also shared opinions with other class 
members about the plot’s conclusion. I’ve marvelled at Shakespeare’s keen observations of the workings of the heart 
and mind of man, and the timelessness of some of his words. I’ve been swept along with the rhythms, rhymes and 
power of the language, particularly in the impassioned speeches of Shylock and Portia in his play ‘The Merchant of 
Venice’. Writing with an economy of words, John Steinbeck in his short story ‘Of Mice and Men’ explores the close 
bonds between mentally impaired Lennie and George, his friend and mentor. The inevitability of Lennie’s tragic death 
reduced me to tears. Ruth Park’s ‘The Harp in the South’ is the story of the Darcy family, their strengths and 
weaknesses, and their acceptance of their life in the poverty and slums of Sydney’s Surry Hills. Ruth Park’s descriptive 
language stirs all my senses. She can even imbue a rubbish bin with character, as she describes the Darcy’s back yard 
“where a drunken garbage can stood with its lid over one ear”. My pleasure in the Language and Literature classes is 
enhanced by the knowledge and skills of our tutors, Kay and Laurie, and the enjoyable participation of everyone 
present. 

Margaret Smith: I would like to say a big thank you to all the members of the Language and Literature class for their 
wonderful participation in all the activities we indulge in. We are very lucky to have Laurie Galimany as our leader 
during the second half of the weekly class as she unfolds the delights of Shakespeare and a varied diet of plays and 
novels. My thanks to her for all the time and work involved. 

Also thanks to Gwen Griffiths who stepped in during Laurie’s absence to guide us through Steinbeck’s masterful short 
story ‘Of Mice and Men’. I look forward to another great year with the class with new members most welcome. 

Kay Craig 
Tip: When “Googling” for a word meaning, type define: word – this goes straight to the meaning. (Ed.) 

 

 

 

Uncle Bill 
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An Old Salt 

Although U3A keeps me busy with classes & committee, I do find 
time for other activities. There’s nothing I enjoy more than 
spending a day on Western Port sailing our lovely old yacht 
‘Nymphea of Burra’. 

Around 6 years ago I was volunteer crewing on the Enterprize, the 
tall ship that sails from Williamstown. The itch to get our own 
boat proved strong & we bought ‘Skye’, a Roberts 25, a fibreglass 
yacht built in 1982 that allowed us to learn to sail without getting 
into much trouble. We had 5 years of gentle cruising on Western 
Port in Skye. 

But there was an urge to have a classic wooden boat & after a 
year looking far & wide, we found ‘Nymphea’. She was built in 
1928 at the Searles Boatyard in Port Adelaide. The design is 
thought to be by Ralph Winslow, a designer-draftsman employed 
by the famous American designer, John Alden. Alden developed a 
design that became known as the Malabar Junior and many 
variants of the design were built. 

The first part of the name Nymphea of Burra probably is derived 
from the Latin botanical name for Waterlily although it may be a 
reference to the sea nymphs of Greek mythology. Burra is a 
region 160 kms north of Adelaide. The guess is that the boat was 
built for someone who made money from timber or copper 
mining in that region in the early 20th Century. 

Most of the Malabar Juniors built had a Bermuda rig – that is, a 
single mast with triangular sails fore & aft of the mast. Nymphea 
is rigged this way, except she has 2 sails forward of the mast, 
known as cutter-rigged. 

About a month ago, I met a fellow on the marina at Hastings. He 
& his partner were from Adelaide, sailing along the coast & 
heading for Queensland. He recognised Nymphea from when it 
was owned by a member of his yacht club, & he very kindly gave 
me a photo taken many years ago. It shows the boat rigged 
somewhat differently with a spar (pole) protruding from the 
stern. This suggests she may have been originally rigged as a yawl, 
with an extra mast & sail at the stern. There may be more history 
to uncover! 

Nymphea is a sturdy, very well-
behaved yacht, equally comfortable 
in a light breeze or a strong blow. 
She can sleep 4 people below & 
with a small galley & plenty of 
storage, distant ports beckon. 

Mal Bowmaker 

 

It’s all Relative 

We have all sat in a train at a railway station 
adjacent to another parked train. One of the 
trains moves and for a moment we are not sure 
whether it’s our train or the other one. Back in 
1954, a “knowledgeable” mate of mine said 
“that’s relativity – Einstein invented that!” We 
kids were quite scientifically advanced as ten year 
olds. 

Actually the concept of relativity was known way 
back around 1500 when Copernicus discovered 
that the earth moved around the sun and not vice 
versa. From there it was further discovered that 
all motion is relative. The earth moves relative to 
the sun, the sun to other stars, etc. Nothing 
stands still, although watching some people, you 
could justifiably think otherwise. As everything is 
moving, there is no absolute speed because there 
is no static datum point against which to measure 
speed. 

This was so for a long time but we did not 
consider the speed of light. Around 1900 Albert 
Einstein postulated that the speed of light was 
absolute, i.e. it is not relative to any other motion 
– it is the be all and end all, the mother of all 
speeds. No other speed can exceed it, a principle 
that remains unchallenged to this day 
(300,000,000m/sec or 186,000 miles/sec). 

He put forward The Special Theory of Relativity 
which quantified the changes to mass, volume 
and time, once a speed of any significant ratio to 
the speed of light is established. It is said that if 
you get into a space ship, leave the earth and 
travel at nearly the speed of light for an earthly 
ten years, then those of us on earth would have 
aged 10 years whilst you aged only a little bit. 
During your travels, however, you would have 
gained a lot of weight and become obscenely 
large (until you cease travelling). The Special 
Theory of Relativity only considered constant 
speed whilst the General Theory of Relativity took 
in acceleration. 

So when is relative relative? If there is an 
absolute speed are there other “absolute” 
quantities. Weight, for example is relative to 
gravity, you weigh less on the moon than you 
would on earth. Volume is hard to comprehend 
as being relative, but, according to Albert 
Einstein, it is, depending on the speed at which 
you travel. As a suggestion, go to 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sa81lP9MR0I 

for a more in depth example. 

So let’s get philosophical. Is 
truth relative? Are Good and 
Bad relative? Is God relative? 
Will U3A be the only constant 
for years to come? 

George Briansky 

 

 

 

Albert Einstein 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sa81lP9MR0I
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Genealogy 

Here is a story about 
an Elusive Ancestor, 
not Illustrious but 
definitely Elusive: 

 

I set out to find the father of John 
Smith of Witchford, Cambridgeshire, 
England. My direct line. 

Witchford records were held in 
Cambridge Uni at this time, so it 
meant a getting permission to read 
the register, as it was not indexed. 

That gave ROBERT SMITH, an 
agricultural labourer, who married 
Eleanor Wellow.  But where did he 
come from? Not Witchford. 

A search of the PRO (Public Record 
Office) gave me a Settlement 
Certificate, chocked full of 
information re hiring for local fairs, 
the Army, his mother's husbands, 
held at Cambridge Record Office. 
Next stop the PRO, London, for 
soldiers musters, not filmed or 
indexed prior to 1760. 

Found Robert Smith, soldier in the 
36th at Foot Regiment.  His widow, 
Elizabeth Burnham/ 
Smith/Witsee/Wormsley was in Gt 
Stuckeley, Huntingdonshire, next to 
Cambridgeshire.  I found all of the 
marriages, bar the Witsee one, in 
https://familysearch.org/  and looked 
at the filming of the parishes.  

I finally found the Witsee marriage in 
the Huntingdonshire Record Office, 
on an email request. 

None of the searching for the 
marriage was indexed, filmed or 
available on a pay-for site, or 
extracted in any way. The only way to 
find it is to return to the original 
records.   This find was on 13th Nov 
2013.  That is what Researching Your 
Family tree is all about! 

Hilary 

 

 

 

The Book Group 

This year the Book Group have had some excellent 
reading.   The following books are those that we 
recommend to other readers: 

 

We Need To Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver----Shocking, topical 
and powerful.  In a series of letters to her husband, Eva seeks to 
understand how Kevin turned out as he did. Not easy to get into but 
worth the effort. 

Angel Puss by Colleen McCullough ------ Set in Kings Cross it is an odd 
mix of fantasy, coming of age and social history with a mad cast of 
characters. 

1. The Hare With The Amber Eyes ------by Edmund De Waal.   Edmund de 
Wall is a famous potter and inherits 264 Japanese netsukes (a carved 

button-like ornament, especially of ivory or wood, formerly worn in 

Japan to suspend articles from the sash of a kimono – Ed.).   What 
follows is a wonderful story starting in the 1870s when one of his 
forbears buys them and as they are handed down the generations. 

2.   
On Canaans Side ---- by Sebastian Barry.   Teenager Lilly and Tadg  Bere 
flee Ireland in fear  of their lives and head for America, where  the 
violence in Ireland follows them. Looking back on her eventful and 
traumatic life she realises that her indomitable spirit has carried her 
through. 

Homecoming -----by Adib Khan.    Set in Melbourne and Daylesford, it 
focuses on a Vietnam veteran having difficulty returning to everyday 
life. Insightful and thought provoking. 

At our last meeting we discussed what it is that we enjoy most about 
the book group. The most common comment was that it broadens our 
reading, as many a book we would not have chosen otherwise.  Some 
enjoy researching to learn more about the author and the book.   
Hearing the different members’ views and comments in the general 
discussion is very stimulating. It always surprises me how each member 
will comment on certain aspects of the books, some will mention the 
characters, some the humour, others the history, there are so many 
facets to a good book.   Lastly I must mention the delicious afternoon 
teas, when we have a general chat.  At present there is one vacancy in 
the group. 

Lois Lucas 
 

 

 

Uniting Church, Emerald by Kym Skinner 

 

https://familysearch.org/


11 

 

  

Photography 
 

I must be getting old!  December already! Only seems a short time ago that we started this year’s program. Only 
seems a few years ago that I bought my first camera.  
 
The photography group has had a bit of a mixed year really. The time has just flown and it seems we haven’t done as 
much as in the past.  Still, we’ve pressed on, twice a month, one fortnight being for those with SLR cameras and the 
other for compact owners – compact being the camera, not the owners. 
 
George floated the idea of writing a little about cameras. Good idea George. 
 
When I say one of our sessions is directed at SLR camera owners, what do I mean?  Well, for those who don’t 
understand the differences in cameras this might help, although I’ll have to be brief. 
 

An SLR is not just a bigger, fancy-looking camera, but one that allows you to see pretty much 
exactly what you are going to photograph.  SLR means Single Lens Reflex. You look through a 
viewfinder, and a mirror allows you to actually see through the lens.  Although modern SLRs 
have what is called “live view”, where you can see the subject matter on the screen at the 
back, the feature is mainly there for when you use the SLR for video. SLR cameras also have 
the facility to use a variety of snap on and off lenses to suit different situations.  There again, 
you can buy a quasi-SLR which is more a compact but also with interchangeable lens, or a  
“bridge” compact with huge zoom capabilities but with a fixed lens. 

 
This photo was taken on an SLR, a Canon7D, with a low ISO 
and a very slow shutter speed to achieve this effect on the 
water. With a compact digital camera, although some 
better ones have a viewfinder, you can usually only see your 
subject matter on the screen at the back, like on a phone. 
Modern compacts are great, depending of course, on cost. 
More expensive ones have excellent lenses, capture high 
quality images in large file size, have face and smile 
recognition, have excellent macro or close up features, 
some take sweep panoramas and, overall, are much easier 
to carry in a handbag or around the wrist, especially on 
holidays. 
 

Which camera to choose?  It’s all down to personal choice, and purpose. This photo was 
snapped through the kitchen window on a compact Sony with a 20x optical zoom. The 
wallaby was having a nibble on our lawn. 
 
For the real enthusiast an SLR, even one priced at say $575, (Sony A3000 or Nikon D5200) 
can do so much more. You have more control, more versatility and, hopefully, you’ll get 
better photos. 
 

What about phone cameras? Well, they’re bringing out better and better cameras in phones, and they are a fantastic 
tool to have every day. Earlier phone cameras took lower quality photos which are great for sharing on all that social 
media stuff, including viewing on the computer, and will print up quite well as a 6”x4” or more, but, although an 
iPhone 5 at 8 megapixels can do a fantastic job, really, for detail and the option to enlarge a print, a camera phone 
isn’t the best tool to use. It’s horses for courses.  
 
What about megapixels, optical zoom, raw images (no not nudes), and …. another time perhaps. 
Or, better still, join the photography group in 2014. 

Paul Bianco 
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Committee Members 2013 

 
President: Michael Allery  5968 2241 
Vice President: Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Secretary: David Ashton 9754 7775 
Treasurer: Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Minute Secretary, Network Delegate: Jill Lightfoot      9752 1003 
Membership Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Members: Ray Schmidt         5968 3228 
 Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 

  
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 

Closing date for the March, 2014 Newsletter contributions is: 

**February 16, 2014 ** 
 

Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed 
to the editor 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 

George Briansky 
5 Ford Road, EMERALD 3782 
0404 126 474 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 
support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 

Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
EMERALD  Vic  3782 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

.net.au 

 

U3A House 
PO Box 396 
Emerald, Vic. 3782 
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