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U3A Gala Event 

Saturday October 19 & Sunday October 20, 2013 10am – 3pm U3A House 

 Art & Craft Exhibition and Sale 

 Book Launch – History of U3A at Emerald (1:30pm) 

 21st Anniversary Celebrations 

 Afternoon Tea 

Exhibits – Photography, Botanical Art, Woodwork, Needlework, Patchwork 

Free entry – enjoy a sausage sizzle 
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  President’s Report 
Dear Member, 

There are several very important issues I want to bring to your attention, mostly good news!  I hope you have the time for 
what would be a lengthy report. 2013 has been such a busy year, and your committee members have all worked very hard to 
achieve positive results on many difficult issues. I am deeply appreciative of their diligent work in the interests of U3A Emerald 
Inc. and its active members. 

Rules for the Incorporated Association. 

Consumer Affairs have required that all incorporated bodies adopt the new updated rules. This has required that committee 
members study the new rules and submit a version that suits our members’ needs and requirements. Mal, Jill, Maureen, Dave 
and I have attended a variety of meetings to learn about the legal requirements and prepared a draft submission that hopefully 
the full committee will approve at the September meeting. 

This twenty-five (25) page document is a demanding read that covers a wide range of issues that will ensure stability and 
certainty in coming years. For me, the most pleasing inclusion is an update of the purposes of our association (see next page). 
These purposes reflect the dynamic growth of recent years and set the scene for the future. A special meeting will have to be 
called for you, the members, to approve this document and confirm our new rules for the future years. 

Grants and Finance. 

We have received a grant of $4,000 through the Commonwealth Government Volunteers Grant 2013 scheme. These funds will 
enable purchase of two laptop computers and appropriate programs to enhance facilities in a number of classes that use this 
equipment. We are, of course, extremely grateful for this generous grant that will enhance our quality of learning facilities. 

A further grant is from the Bendigo Bank for an amount of $500 that will enable picture rails to be installed in room 1 for public 
display of the art, craft and photography work that some of the classes produce. 

Cardinia Shire Council has also provided $3,000 under their recurring annual grant scheme. This funding makes it possible to 
provide alternative venues for the very popular classes of English Literature, Table Tennis and Film Shows. 

Additional funding for the general operation cost in U3A house has been generated through donations at the Shed for a variety 
of saleable items. Renting our classrooms to radio station 3MDR and Thermomix (Cooking Processor) for evening classes has 
generated valuable additional income. 

Without this additional income, meeting the costs of utilities, services, grocery items and cleaning costs would exceed our 
annual subscriptions and cause serious budgeting problems.  

As I announced at the AGM an increase in the annual fee will be necessary. Committee has approved an increase to $40.00 to 
apply for the year 2014. We feel that this modest increase, the first in several years, will ensure our financial security. This 
decision will need to be approved by members at the special meeting to accept our new constitution 

Having mentioned cleaning costs I would like to make the following comments. Firstly, I would like to express sincere thanks to 
Linda & Ray for their work in keeping the toilet & kitchen in a hygienic and first class condition.  

Keeping the rooms in a clean & tidy condition is never an easy task and the committee has felt right from day one in our new 
home that this should not be left up to any volunteer group or individual. The willing assistance from members does reduce 
the work load and your help is appreciated. The fees we pay for cleaning is far less than any commercial contract and does 
ensure regularity of classroom maintenance. 

Well, I did warn you that this report would be lengthy. Thank you for reading through to the end. 

One Last Issue 

October 19
th

, a Saturday, we celebrate 21 years of operation in Emerald. The history of U3A Emerald book will be on sale and 
this will be an opportunity for you to meet some of the people who have contributed so much over the years towards the 
success and growth of our branch. Come and join us for what will be a unique event. 

LIVE,   LAUGH,    LEARN   &   ENJOY 

Mike Allery, President 
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Statement of Purpose 

The purposes of the association are:-  

a. To provide for Third Agers, a programme of learning and recreational activities which will give stimulation and development 
to their lives. 

b. To provide a positive learning environment which allows for social interaction and opportunities to meet people with shared 
interests. 

c. To operate the association in a manner where there is no distinction in terms of its membership between those who teach and 
those who learn, and where , as much as possible, the teaching activity is voluntary and freely given by members of U3A 
Emerald to fellow members. 

d. To conduct programs in such a way that there is no reference to qualifications, assessments or awards. 

e. To make members of the community aware of the potentialities of older adults and to assist with research appropriate to our 
membership. 

f. To work co-operatively with local councils and all funding bodies. 

g. To work under the guidance of Network Victoria, the umbrella organisation of all Universities of the Third Age.  

h. To actively participate with other community volunteer organisations, in the endeavour to promote U3A and its programmes, 
and to help build a stronger community. 

i. To organise and promote health programmes to improve the health and well being of members and the wider community.  
 

 

Editorial Comment 
 

We hope to make December a 
bumper issue and welcome any 
interesting tales. Please lodge 

your contributions by 
November 16 to 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 

 

Can you tell me again, is this 
where does it hurts dear? 

Mandy Gipps won the $10 IGA 
voucher. 

 

Christmas Lunch 

Rose Cottage, 
251 Olinda-Monbulk Road, Monbulk 

Wednesday, December 4, noon 

The cost this year is $30/head. Numbers are 
limited to 64 so members should advise the 

treasurer as early as possible if they are 
attending. Send cheques to The Treasurer, U3A 

Emerald Inc., U3A House, P O Box 396, EMERALD 
Vic. 3782. As we need to commit to booking 
Rose Cottage, funds with booking are non-

refundable. 
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Designing with Flowers Update 

 

Do you ever try to arrange fresh flowers in a vase, make a 

bunch picked from your garden or centrepieces to celebrate 

occasions at home but feel less than happy with the results?   

A series of classes is being planned to learn how.  Elaine Hahn, 

a qualified floral designer will conduct a series of casses to 

guide you in the process of learning how to achieve a great 

result every time using classic and contemporary designs. Together we will explore ideas 

on how to display some of the beautiful things that grow throughout the seasons. 

Book now to avoid disappointment! 

If you would like to learn, come and join our group. For planning and purchasing of 

materials, participants will need to commit to attend the 3 classes at the time of booking 

with payment in full to cover all materials, accessories from suppliers prior to 

commencement and fresh flowers/foliages ahead of each class.   

Elaine Hahn, retired Floral Designer (Eez Flowers) will conduct classes covering design, colour, 

flower selection and identification, preparation  Please bring along sharp cutters (sharp 

secateurs if available), pen & paper. 

Take home your own masterpiece to enjoy. 

Spring Series: Venue: Room 1, U3A House, 

Dates: Wednesday 18th and 25th September  10.00am-12.30 

Materials/Accessories/Flowers only - Total charge 3 Classes $75.00 

Contact:  Elaine Hahn 5968 6392 

Class Report 

Due to the enthusiasm of some U3A flower lovers, two in particular, this class has started on the 11th September.  
Many thanks to Judy Stevens for making her home available as the venue and providing us with a great morning tea.  
The excitement in the group was palpable and the first piece can be seen here.  It was not exactly a beginner’s piece 
but everyone seemed to enjoy the challenge, experience and were excited by their master-piece which they took 
home for 'show & tell'!  The pieces have been planned for the following two classes of the Spring Series.  The 
Summer series is being discussed and dates being finalised.  Anyone interested can contact the tutor (see above) for 
the next Series. 
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Cinema Classics 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have shown seven films so far this year and, like David and 
Margaret in ”At The Movies”, our audience gave them a score out 
of 5. 
 
The results were: The African Queen:  4.1 

Steamboat Bill:  3.5 
San Antonio, London 4.4 
Harvey   4.4 
Strictly Ballroom 4.4 
Scott Of The Arctic 3.9 
Pride and Prejudice 4.2 

 
We meet on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Gem theatre, 
Emerald.  It’s a very cosy venue with a big screen, comfortable 
tiered seating, central heating and excellent acoustics. We are 
unashamed dinosaurs of the film genre, using positively 
antediluvian equipment to show, in some cases, absolutely 
ancestral prints of films of which none of the stars could possibly 
still be alive. It’s all on 16mm celluloid from the Canberra 
archives, replete with glitches, blotches and buzzes, occasional 
malfunctions, and announcements like: “A moment please, whilst 
the operator changes reels.”  
 
We love it! 
 
There won’t be a screening in September because the 
projectionist is taking a break, but in October we are screening 
Buster Keaton’s immortal classic “The General” – about a 
locomotive during the American civil war. 
 
November’s offering is yet to be decided. 
 
So – if you’ve been putting off attending one of these fun-filled 
film functions – procrastinate no more. Come along – there’s 
heaps of beautifully upholstered seats just waiting to embrace 
you. 
 

More info?    Call Stuart on 9754 7443. 
 
 
 

On the lighter side ... 
Dressing a baby is like putting an octopus into a string bag, making 
sure none of the arms hang out. 

Laws are like sausages. It’s better to not see them being made. 

An honest seven-year-old admitted calmly to her parents that Billy 
Brown had kissed her after class. “How did that happen? “ gasped 
her mother. “It wasn’t easy,” admitted the young lady, “but three 
girls helped me catch him.” 

 Always buy good shoes and a good bed because if you aren’t in one, 
you’re in the other. 

Consider the postage stamp. It secures success through its ability to 
stick to one thing till it gets there. 

Two guys travelling in a car. The passenger starts to gasp and stops 
breathing. The driver pulls over and rings emergency: 

Driver: I think my friend’s dead. What do I do? 
Emergency: Are you sure he’s dead? 
Driver: Hold On. 
A shot is heard. 
Driver: OK, what next? 

 

 

Puzzler 
In between having a cigarette, Mike Allery is 

a fitness freak. He sneaks out of the U3A 
House to do some fast laps of the football 

field next door. 

Assuming the football field is elliptical and has the minimum 
dimensions for an AFL field (135mx150m), roughly how long would 
it take Mike to do 10 laps assuming he runs 2m inside the fence at 

20k per hour. 

Win a bottle of cheap plonk a la Maison de IGA. 

Email workings to georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 

 

 

 

Emerald Share the Ride 
Ride-sharing is when two or more people make arrangements 
to travel together in the same vehicle. Everyone can benefit 
from ride-sharing, whether you have a vehicle or not, ride-
sharing is a practical way to share transport costs, reduce the 
number of cars on our roads, as well as ease congestion and 
reduce vehicle emissions. 

It’s also a great way to access local services and activities for 
people who have limited or no access to transport.  You can 
ride-share once or twice or on a more permanent basis. It 
doesn’t matter where you are going; a community group 
activity, local event, the shops, to catch a train or bus, ride-
sharing is always a possibility. 

Everyone can ride-share, it’s simple and can be lots of fun!  

If you have a vehicle, start by offering a lift to a neighbour, 
friend or relative, or if you have limited or no access to 
transport, ask someone you know who’s going to the same 
place or in the same direction, for help.  If you already ride-
share you can invite others to join you!   

To assist in making your ride-share journey enjoyable, make 
sure you get a copy of the FREE Ride-Share Safety Tips and 
Etiquette Fact Sheets, by contacting the Transport a 
Community Project Facilitator on  Ph:9705 5444 and ask for 
Kim or visit www.sharetheride.org.au  

Transport a Community is funded through the Victorian 
Government’s Innovation Grants, a cross government initiative 
to help communities with limited transport options improve 
access to services and activities. 

Transport a Community is proudly auspiced and supported by 
the Cities of Casey and Cardinia. 

 

http://www.sharetheride.org.au/
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Nobelius Heritage Park and 
Emerald Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

Who did it? They received a call, armed 
themselves, gathered together and 
charged in. In two hours their goal had 
been achieved, not just for the benefit of 
a few but for all and for a long time to 
come. 
  
This wonderful Garden Group tackled a 
long awaited operation in Nobelius 
Heritage Park. Kiwi fruits, grown by Gus 
Ryberg from cuttings from the original 
Gembrook Nurseries had grown to a 
tremendous size, under which children 
had made a cubby house but bearing little 
fruit. Cutting it back was considered but 
no-one felt able to do it. 
 
Now, due to the efforts of U3A gardeners 
the trunks are revealed and we can watch 
the new growth and, in a year or two, 
gather fruit. 
  
The Museum holds many stories of the 
efforts of people depending only on 
themselves, families and neighbours who 
built homes and communities here in the 
hills. To them we are grateful. 
 
If you had heard what people said when 
they arrived for work to-day and saw 
what had been done, your head would 
swell. I still can't believe it Thanks to 
every-one. 

See you soon? Beryl 

 
 

 

Gardening Group 

The Gardening Group has just a small number of members. As a result 
we are tending NOT to have speakers, but to go around and visit 
members’ gardens and helped with maintenance - after all we are all 
growing older, and some of those Garden Jobs can get a little bit 
heavy!  We have also volunteered to do one meeting’s work at a 
Community Garden and this year it has been the Nobelius Garden, 
just the last meeting. There we pruned 2 very overgrown Kiwifruit 
bushes (see report on left), back to a more respectable level. Thanks 
for a fantastic effort by all who worked so hard. 

We have helped a member who has not been well, and were joined in 
that effort by the Table Tennis Group. Earlier this year we had an 
outing to the Botanical Gardens at Cranbourne to which all U3A 
Members were invited. Although a cold windy day, quite a good 
number turned up. A good walk around a lovely garden for those who 
attended. 

Jim Thomas 

Genealogy 

 

The Genealogy Group has worked hard to learn 
how to research. They have covered Civil 
Registration, Census, Parish Registers, Record 
Keeping, Record Offices and Mailing Lists.  
Some of the researchers have made good 
progress, are back to the Country that their 
ancestors have migrated from, and almost back 
to the 18th century.  Unfortunately some are 
only marking time.  

Researching Genealogy does take time and requires effort. But like 
everything else, put in that effort and the rewards can be absolutely 
fascinating. What was a list of names becomes an insight into social 
history.” Where”, “why” and “how” are the questions that need to be 
asked. Why did my ancestor move across England? How did those 
young ones from entirely different cities meet and marry?  When did 
they come to Australia? Why? 

We have had one outing to a Latter Day Saints Library this year. 
Several members have hired films into the LDS library in order to read 
Parish Registers. 

Contrary to a popular ad on TV, you do have to know where to look, 
or at least know how to work it out.  

That is what the Genealogy program is all about. 

HIlary Thomas. 
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Hills Pipers 

A group of enthusiastic recorder 
players. Descant to Bass. 

Music - Baroque to modern. 

65 Evans Rd., Cockatoo. 
Time 2.00 - 4.00 pm 1st and 3rd Thursdays Feb. to Dec. 
Cost: Enthusiasm. 

 Max Bennetts  (5968 7801) 
 

 

Thank You 

It is over a year since I joined Emerald U3A. At the time I had a 
very bad hip and consequently had a hip replacement last 
November. Since then I have been doing very well. I joined 
Philosophy, both Photography classes and Botanical Art. I 
thoroughly enjoy all of them, though at times I may not 
appear to. Philosophy is a testing time (I am not an early bird 
having worked night duty nursing for the last 3 years of my 
working life) as it starts at 9.15. 

Kay, Paul and Roland are all very supportive and encouraging. 
I look forward to each class, though sometimes I have trouble 
getting to Philosophy because of the time and sometimes I 
don't get there. As I have told Roland I don't wake up until 
about 11am but have contributed to the discussion.  

I think that will be enough, except for a big thank you to Kay, 
Paul and Roland. Please contact me if needs be. My phone 
number is 97521197 (Monbulk) if you need to talk to me. 
Evenings are best as I am out most days. 

Cheers, Cathy Foster 
 

 

 

The Philosophy Discussion Group 

The 3rd term has seen us using up 
lots of (mental) frequent flyers 
points, having spent weeks in the 
(philosophical) east, studying 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism 
and the rest. 

If we finished up back in familiar territory, that is, in 
Western philosophy, it is probably because we 
exhausted our curiosity in the Wisdom of the East 
when confronted again and again with our eastern 
brothers' words of wisdom like THE NO-MIND NOT 
THINKS NO THOUGHTS ABOUT NO-THINGS. 

.....Phhhhhh...... 

Mind you, .... our inquiry into western wisdom  
was no piece of cake either, considering we tackled 
such issues as.... 

 what do philosophers really do? 

 was Sigmund Freud a philosopher? 

 what are the ethics on the couch of the 
psychoanalyst? 

 did the enlightenment philosophers throw 
out the baby with the bathwater? 

 how do inductive arguments compare with 
deductive ones? 

I need a break! - Roland 

 

Emerald Tennis Club 
On the other side of Worrell Reserve to U3A House is the 
Emerald Tennis club. Anybody who would like a hit, is 
welcome to do so. On a casual basis, courts can be hired for 
$20 (up to 6 players, no time limit. Membership fees are 
reasonable: $110 per annum for those under 65 and $100 
per annum for those 65 and over (plus a once up joining fee 
of $20). There is social and competitive tennis. The 
clubhouse has full kitchen facilities and there is a BBQ.  

Reduced rates are available for juniors and students. Tennis 
is a great sport for juniors as it not only keeps them fit, but 
teaches life skills like team work, respect and helps develop 
self esteem. 

Coaching and lessons are also available. 

George Briansky 0404 126 474 

Want to make a cake? 

Here are some inspirations (made in Russia): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to 
http://englishrussia.com/2007/04/19/cake-art/ 
for more inspirations. 
 

 

 

  

file:///L:/Documents/U3A/News%202013-09/httpWant%20to%20make%20a%20cake%3fWant%20to%20make%20a%20cake%3f/
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  Working with Wood 

These last few months we have been down on numbers but the enthusiasm has been strong.  New skills are being 
learnt by everyone and we are having a great time together.   
 
We had a milestone achieved when Tony completed his first project since joining 
the group when it was in the Green Shed.  He put together a flat pack chair from 
Ikea with 90% of the work all his.  
 
 Some of the remaining 10% was everyone searching for a small component Tony 
managed to lose but it was all resolved.  Tony went one better the next session by 
completing a second chair.  This time he didn’t lose any bits. 
 

Jim has been busy making up a toy train for a member of the family. It has been a team 
effort with willing helpers, Pepe turning the boiler section on a lathe for Jim and John 
supervising progress.  Julie Anne has recycled donated timber to create a bedside 
bookshelf.  Mal is creating a beautiful small table using Huon Pine he brought back from 
Tasmania. 

 
  
I took on a project to demonstrate how we could utilize cedar wall panelling 
donated to us by making a couple of storage boxes using machine cut dovetails.  
The box you see has replaced the cardboard box the caravan Digital TV aerial it 
came in. 

 
Blythe Osborne (Leader) 

 

 

 

 

Table Tennis 
Table Tennis is always well attended on Friday mornings, with the Tuesday morning session also growing.  The 
social side of the activity is excellent with us taking over half of the Red Box cafe each Friday. 

Patchwork 
Still a very creative and active group, third Thursday each month. 

Yoga 
Our new instructor for the Thursday morning Yoga group is settling in well, and we all go over the road for 
coffee and conversation after each session. 

Special Events 

On 9th August, a representative from Centrelink addressed a gathering of three people at U3A House and two 
of these people were not members of U3A. 
 
The lack of support for this type of information session by U3A members and the local community is 
disappointing and one wonders whether the time and effort involved in organising them is worthwhile. 
 

Linda Andrews 
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  Special Travel Event 

AN EVENING CRUISING THE DANUBE, YANGTZE AND MEKONG RIVERS 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 26 September, 7pm, Emerald Community House Hall 

Presented by Emerald Lake Travel in conjunction with Globus and Cosmos tours 

As spring approaches, a lot of “early bird” specials are available. Come and hear industry 
specialists discuss what is on offer. 

Free entry 

PROGRAM 

7 pm arrival – wine and cheese 

7.30pm Mark Windsor from the Globus, Avalon and Cosmos group will do an audio visual presentation for 
30 minutes. 

8pm Question time 

As seating is limited, please register your intention to attend: 

Email elt@nex.net.au (please leave contact number) or call Mary on 
03 5968 5222 

 

 

 

 

 

U3A Survey 

We received about 20 feedback forms, almost 10% of the membership. Thank you to 
everybody. A lot of good ideas have been put forward. It seems that the overall content 
of the newsletter is on track with what you think. The extra items suggested were also 
popular.  

One of the points brought forward asked that Committee meetings be open to all 
members - that is the case. 

Some of the ideas for outings/social events/sports: 

 cinema/concert outings 

 dances 

 picnics 

 snooker/billiards/tennis 

 performance night where members can participate and share their skills. 

These are great ideas. If you would like to take any of these forward, please let us know. The committee and the 
Newsletter will be there to assist.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:elt@nex.net.au
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Committee Members 2013 
 
President: Michael Allery  5968 2241 
Vice President:  Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Secretary & Public Officer:  David Ashton 9754 7775 
Treasurer:  Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Minute Secretary, Network Delegate: Jill Lightfoot      9752 1003 
Membership Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Members: Ray Schmidt         5968 3228 
 Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 
 David Morgan 0428 119 498 

         
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 

Closing dates Newsletter contributions are:- 

**November 16 for December Newsletter** 
 

Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed 
to the editor 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 
George Briansky 
5 Ford Road, EMERALD 3782 
0404 126 474 

 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 
support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 

Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
EMERALD  Vic  3782 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

.net.au 

 

U3A House 
PO Box 396 
Emerald, Vic. 3782 
 

mailto:georgebriansky@exemail.com.au
mailto:U3ageemd@netspace.net.au

