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From the Photography Class – See page 2 

 

Feedback/Survey 
We have included a survey with this 
issue. Please take time to fill it out 
and drop it in to the box provided 

at U3A. 

Be as candid as you like and feel 
free to offer additional comments 
about how you see the future for 

U3A at Emerald. 

We also invite members to submit 
articles on any topic they feel 

relevant. 
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What is David Greenway doing? 

The winning caption will earn you a $10 
IGA voucher. 

 

Editorial Comment: 
We have received a lot of comments from you about the new look 

U3A headquarters at Emerald. Comments like it looks untidy, 
lowers our image as a university, etc. We welcome these as it 

helps us to move forward and make sure we are in sync with our 
members. 

One positive aspect is that a lot of money has been raised through 
this venture. 

Let’s pull together and see what we can do. There are no doubt 
members experienced in design that could help us create a more 

attractive look. Let’s have a think about it. Share your ideas. 

U3A and IGA 
As most members know, a Community Benefits (CB) card 
is available from IGA that sends a portion of your spending 
to U3A. If you don’t have one of these, ask for one next 
time you shop there. 

If you do, did you know that you can apply for CB Mobile 
specials? These are sent to you as text on your mobile 
phone or as an email message. There are considerable 
savings on selected products if you take up this offer. 

To do so: 

1. Go to www.ritchies.com.au 
2. Hover over ‘Rewards’ menu option at the top, then 

click on ‘CB Mobile Program’. 
3. At the bottom of the paragraph, there is a ‘Click 

here to register’ option, click on the highlighted 
text. 

4. You can then opt to have the specials sent as a 
text to your mobile or have them sent to you via 
email. 

 

President’s Report 
 
Two resignations from your committee of 
management has been a very difficult and trying 
sequence of events. 

Blythe Osborne, as Program Coordinator had to 
resign due to health problems and the need to lead 
a quieter life style. 

I wish him a speedy recovery and want to express 
my sincere appreciation for all the valuable work 
that he has done for U3A Emerald. 

Yet another resignation due to ill health was Ed. 
Chatwin who has done a fine job as Treasurer.  I 
wish to thank him for all the work he has done and 
hope he has a speedy recovery. 

Confronted with this problem and about to send 
out an urgent call to members for help, I suddenly 
received offers from members who were willing to 
take on these responsibilities and ensure the 
smooth running of committee. I should not have 
been surprised that within a volunteer organisation 
like ours that such a response occurred. 

But I can tell you that I was absolutely delighted. 

Mal Bowmaker, Vice President, volunteered to 
carry out Program Coordinator tasks and is 
receiving solid support from Blythe to ensure a 
smooth transition. Mal was also editing the news 
letter, and fortunately George Briansky has 
volunteered to continue this work. 

The next volunteer was Doug Brook, who you may 
know from the Table Tennis group, who has taken 
on the task of Treasurer. He is being ably assisted 
by Harold Griffith, our former Treasurer of several 
years. 

I congratulate these three people for stepping 
forward and wish them every success in their new 
roles. 

Plans for our 21st birthday celebration in October 
are moving ahead thanks to the diligent work of 
Harold, Mandy and Brenda. We can all look 
forward to celebrating the years of 
volunteer contribution that has made our branch 
of U3A such a successful venture. 

              LIVE, LAUGH & LEARN 

Mike Allery President           

http://www.ritchies.com.au/
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Do you ever try to arrange fresh flowers in a vase, 

make a bunch picked from your garden or 

centrepieces to celebrate occasions at home but 

feel less than happy with the results? 

A series of classes is being planned to learn how.  

Elaine Hahn, a qualified floral designer will conduct 

a series of classes to guide you in the process of 

learning how to achieve a great result every time 

using classic and contemporary designs. Together 

we will explore ideas on how to display some of the 

beautiful things that grow throughout the seasons?  

Book now to avoid disappointment! 

If you would like to learn, come and join our group. For planning and 

purchasing of materials, participants will need to commit to attend 

the 3 classes at the time of booking with payment in full to cover 

all materials, accessories from suppliers prior to commencement and 

fresh flowers/foliages ahead of each class.   

Winter Series:  

Elaine Hahn, retired Floral Designer (Eez Flowers) will 

conduct classes covering design, colour, flower selection 

and identification, preparation (Materials/accessories only 

cost $25.00/class this series).  Please bring along sharp 

cutters (sharp secateurs if available), pen & paper.   

Take home your own masterpiece to enjoy. 

 

Venue:    Room 1, U3A House 

Dates:      30 July, 13 & 27 August 
Contact:  Elaine Hahn 5968 6392 

 

New Class          

FLOWERS FOR THE HOME 
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Armchair Travel 
Thank you to Kevin and Anne-Marie who have 
occupied the front seat beside our knowledgeable 
‘drivers’. K & A are now snuggled up together on the 
back seat anticipating our future journeys. 

We have had a good start to the year; climbed 
mountains in Pakistan with Karen. Noel and Dudley 
took us across America visiting The National Parks. 

Bruce and Anne transported us to Costa Rica in 
Central America, that narrow piece of land between 
Nicaragua [north], Panama [south], the Pacific Ocean 
[west] and the Caribbean Sea [east]. Their photos 
included a wonderful night time shot of red-hot lava 
spurting from a volcano as well as many birds and 
reptiles.   

In May, Karen set sail south to chilly Macquarie 
Island, half way between Hobart and Antarctica. She 
was a field assistant, assessing the health of the 
albatross. She shared many great stories and snaps. 

Last month, Jerry [from Mt Dandenong U3A] took us 
to the Himalayan region. He has been travelling 
there for many years helping mountain communities 
with development and tourism.   

Our monthly get-togethers take us to places many of 
us have never had an opportunity to visit. 

At our most recent meeting, 3rd July, we were off to 
Africa, Bhutan and France. More on that next time. 

You may also have inspiring stories to tell, come and 
share with us your tales and adventures.                          

We meet at U3A House, first Wednesday of the 
month, 10am. 

 Contact Noeleen, nlvf@bigpond.com   

 

Elephants getting ready for the July 
Armchair Travel Meeting 

Please bring peanuts 

 

 Working with Wood 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance has dropped off in recent sessions but the 
enthusiasm still holds.  Among the projects started 
are a small table made from Huon Pine on which Mal 
is doing a great job, Julia-Anne is recycling an old 
shelving cupboard into a small book case for her 
bedroom and others are picking up new skills all the 
time. We had a good session in the start of April, 
learning how to sharpen tools and sharing knowledge. 

John G has been away much of the semester but 
should be back with us soon.  Jim has undertaken a 
few different projects after completing his bedside 
table.  Margaret wants to restore a cabinet so that 
will be something to really get involved in.  Tony is 
still working on a master plan for making his radio 
cases.  Kerry, a new member this year, has been 
distracted in recent times by the pressures of her 
home being built.  Pépé turned out some very smart 
handles for trowels on the lathe recently.  John D 
keeps the coffee and tea flowing when not helping 
out Julia and others. 

All in all activity is strong.  

Cheers, Blythe Osborne 

 

 

 

Mt. Everest in the centre, Nuptse on the right. 

 

 

mailto:nlvf@bigpond.com
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Australian History 

 

 

 

 

 

The big highlight this year was Russell Butler.  Russell is 
an indigenous man whose role is as a Park Ranger in 
Queensland. He gave us some amazing insights into 
aboriginal culture and how they are caring for the coast 
and the Great Barrier Reef. See separate report below. 

This term we have looked at a variety of topics which 
included: 

1. Mary Bryant the only lady to escape from Sydney 
and end up back in England. 

2. Douglas Mawson 
3. The Gough Whitlam doco 
4. Eureka Stockade 
5. Simpson and His Donkey, a review of the legend 
6. Australia 1860/1870 

We have used films and short clips from YouTube to give 
the History some real life 

 David Morgan has taken over the tech. role which is 
ensuring that we are using the projector and computer 
to fully enhance our understanding of Australian History 

 Dick Bartley 

Visit from Russell Butler 

 

 

 

 

 

On 27 May, the U3A Australian History group was 
honoured to host Russell Butler as our guest speaker. We 
decided to invite all Emerald U3A members to join us and 
it turned out to be a memorable event. Russell is a full-
blooded Aborigine and senior elder of the Bandjin 
community on Hinchinbrook Island. He told us of his 
experiences growing up partly according to tribal custom 
and partly within a Catholic diocese. 

 

 

Russell is quite an accomplished artist, and 
described his coastal environment, its history and 
wildlife via a series of drawings on a large 
whiteboard. At the end, as he was about to efface 
his work, one wag called out “Hey - leave those —
they could be worth thousands!”.  I think Russell 
laughed the most. It was a very convivial 
gathering with lots of questions and good 
humoured banter. We were particularly 
impressed by his descriptions of the complex and 
insightful laws which govern relationships both 
within a clan and outside it. 

Russell told us about his involvement in making 
the Australian film “Nim’s Island”, and of working 
with the ABC on “Bush Tucker Man”. As well, we 
learned some of the techniques involved in 
making and throwing spears, trapping fish, of 
native medicines (including a herbal 
contraceptive!) and of the dreamtime legends 
handed down from generation to generation. 

Russell comes across as a very gentle and 
dignified person with a wonderful gift for holding 
an audience. As one person said to me 
afterwards, “I could have listened to him all day!”. 

And as if that wasn’t enough, after the meeting 
was over we were all invited to stroll across to the 
oval for lessons on how to launch a guided 
missile. Prior to his visit, Russell had been hard at 
work making boomerangs for us. Just about 
everyone had a go, and with varying degrees of 
success. The boomerangs were available for sale, 
and I bought one, as did several others, with the 
additional option that Russell would paint them 
for us. A few days later I was the proud owner of 
an authentic, hand-crafted boomerang, 
decorated with animal motifs and dot paintings. 
The only problem is that if I ever try to throw my 
beautiful boomerang- I’ll probably never see it 
again. 

Russell’s visit will ever remain one of the 
highlights of my time with Emerald U 3A. 

Stuart Hodgson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter makeover 
Competition 

It should be obvious to the trained eye that this 
Newsletter is not produced by a professional. 

If you have experience in print layout, please get 
in touch and we will send you the Microsoft 

Word 2007 document for you to tart up. 

The winner will receive a bottle of cheap plonk. 

Dinner Date 

 

 

Table Tennis 
Our fame has spread – we now have 2 new 
members - one from Berwick and one from  
Upper Packenham. 

Our membership grew to the point where 
we needed another table and we can thank 
our new Mayor, Brett Owen, for a donation 
to purchase this. Brett joined us one Friday 
for a couple of hours setting a challenge for 
our players. 

Table Tennis meets on Fridays 9.30 – 
11.30am & Tuesdays 9.30 – 10.30am. 

 

 

Our Mayor showing his sporting side 

 

Yoga 

I am pleased to announce we have a new instructor. 

Classes commenced on 16th May in Room 1 at U3A House. We 
meet at 9.30am every Thursday for 1 hour, except during school 

holidays. New  enrolments are very welcome. 
Phone Linda on 5968 3228. 

 

  

Patchwork 
The enthusiasm is contagious – 
with beautiful work being 
accomplished from table 
runners to bedspreads. 

I am confident we will be ready 
for an exhibition soon. 

 

Christmas Lunch 
This year’s Christmas 
Lunch will be at Rose 

Cottage on Wednesday 
4th December. 

Rose Cottage has a limit of 64 
people so members will need to 

book early for this event. 

An excellent menu is offered at $28 
per person, including a free drink on 

arrival & free tea & coffee. 

 

 

Centrelink 
Information 

A representative from Centrelink 
will visit U3A Emerald on Friday 
4th August at 1.00pm. 

You are invited to attend – bring 
your friends & neighbours. 

These meetings are always very 
informative, with good advice & 
all questions clearly answered. 
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Photography 
The PAVE U3A photography exhibition was held again in 
April as part of the PAVE festival. Although smaller than 
in recent years, it was again successful and well received. 
There were a total of 51 photographs exhibited by 21 
photographers, six of whom are U3A members.  

This year we were fortunate have a local Gembrook 
photographer, Brent Lukey, as our judge. The winning 
entry, seen on page 1, was entered by Paul Bianco (Early 
Morning Football) 

Sue Smith's beautiful close-up image of a dragonfly took 
out the People's Choice award. 

Next year it is anticipated that U3A will play an even 
greater role in the planning and running of the 
photography exhibition, and, hopefully, have we shall 
have more exhibitors enter.  

Perhaps a little about our Photography classes: 

This year we have again conducted U3A Photography as 
two separate sessions, one for beginners with compact 
digital camera (13 members) and the other for those 
more advanced photographers using digital SLRs (10 
members). 

Classes have averaged only about six members, with 
some members are attending both sessions. Now that 
winter is with us and people are making trips to warmer 
climates, I see that continuing. We have seen many many 
excellent photographs in each group during the first 
session at each class - our Show and Tell segment. 

The beginners/compact camera group have been 
becoming more familiar with the camera's features, 
experimenting in what it can do, and discussing uploading 
and filing on the computer. 

The advanced/DSLR group have been practising using the 
various programs available, such as Sport, Portrait, Close-
up and more. We also cover the technical aspects of 
photography, especially the relationship between shutter 
speed, aperture and ISO. 

As classes have not been too big, we would welcome new 
members -beginners/compacts on the 2nd Wednesday 
each month and the more advanced of you/SLR owners 
on the 4th Wednesday. 

 

Paul Bianco 

 

Politics and U3A 
During the last 3 months, we’ve had visits from 
some of our politicians. 

Brad Battin, state MP and Liberal member for 
Gembrook gave a presentation to U3A members, 
updating us on what the Government is planning 
for our area and the state. Brad was very generous 
with his time and stayed for a coffee with members 
out in the Shed. 

Jenny Macklin, Minister for Families, Community 
Services & Indigenous Affairs talked to a small but 
enthusiastic group of members, covering a broad 
range of topics and answering many questions. 

Laura Smyth, MP, member for LaTrobe, is a familiar 
visitor to U3A. She accompanied Mark Butler 
several months ago, then followed up with Jenny 
Macklin’s presentation. Despite many calls on her 
time, Laura came along to one of our Current 
Affairs classes, joining in the discussion on a 
number of issues and giving us an insight into 
federal politics and the current minority 
government. 

These visits are a great opportunity to ask 
questions of our representatives and I encourage 
members to take advantage of such occasions. 

Mal Bowmaker 

 

 

Mike Allery, Jenny Macklin & Laura Smyth at U3A House 

 Editorial Comment: In view of the pending 
elections. Mal’s advice is particularly relevant. 
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Language and Literature 
Our class has enjoyed reading Shakespeare’s The Merchant 
of Venice this term as well as poetry and prose works by 
various authors including John Blight, AD Hope, TS Eliot and 
Paul Gallico. A chapter from a book by a little known 
Australian author Alan D. Mickle showed us a very 
interesting insight into Hitler’s rise to power from Mickle’s 
observations in Europe in the 1930s. 

Spike Milligan’s version of The Snow Goose with music 
composed by Spike and narrated by him brought a lump to 
the throats of a few listeners. Several of Joyce Grenfell’s 
Nursery School Sketches were enjoyed as was a lovely piece 
by English author Alison Uttley about her childhood on the 
family farm in the late 1800s. 

We look forward to more of the same for the next two 
terms. 

Kay Craig 

 

 

Botanical Art 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Botanical Art class has seen more lovely plant 
portraits being produced by our talented 
members. Delicate pink geraniums, acorns with 
oak leaves, luscious lemons, quinces, regal 
rhododendrons and brilliantly coloured autumn 
leaves are just some of the beautiful paintings our 
artists are creating. 

Mention should also be made of the superlative 
standard of our afternoon teas - delicious cakes, 
biscuits and even a Devonshire tea for our last 
class. A big thank you to all the members for their 
enthusiasm and wonderful company. 

Kay Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Botanical Art Exhibition at 

Cranbourne Botanic Gardens 
 
Starting on Saturday 29th June, an exhibition of 
paintings owned by the State of Victoria will be 
presented at the Cranbourne Botanic Gardens. 
Thirty one paintings depicting Australian plants 
growing in the gardens will be shown for the first 
time as The Cranbourne Collection. This is an 
ongoing project by a group of Victorian botanical 
artists to showcase some of our wonderful native 
flora. The collection is housed at the State 
Herbarium in Melbourne. Admission is free and 
the exhibition will run until the end of July. 

 

 

 

Current Affairs 
 
This year we have a more divergent range represented 
which makes for some lively discussion. The overall aim is 
for everyone to learn the facts of each case. We all want to 
be better informed about the issues. All members are 
encouraged to do some research of their own and then 
share that information with the group. 

Recent topics included state and federal Govt policies, Syria, 
planning in Melbourne, the death penalty and even how to 
resurrect the Dees.  

Participants are encouraged to put 
issues on the agenda. 

We do not necessarily resolve the 
world’s problems but we do have 
fun trying!!!!! 

Dick  Bartley 

  

Position Vacant 
We are still seeking a teacher to take French 
classes, somebody with teaching experience 

preferably. 

If you know of anybody who is interested, please 
let us know. 
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Nobelius Heritage Park and 
Emerald Museum 

What is our Shire's greatest asset? 

According to our Mayor Cr Brett Owen, it is the 
Museum! Since he attended the building's 20th 
anniversary, he and our two councillors have 
joined us to discuss future plans and the need for 
a bigger grant. The council has taken over park 
maintenance but the Friends, led by Carey 
Williams still put in hours of work. The little 
conifer garden, along the drive, is finally to be 
planted although not exactly as planned by Gary 
Hearnes, and fenced. 

The long-promised professional manager is still to 
be appointed. The enthusiastic volunteers learn 
on the job, cataloguing the endless boxes of new 
items and answering queries.  

Items from Cockatoo are to be stored and 
displayed now we have Compactus shelving. 

Even in winter many visitors find us, both local 
and from overseas amazed at the gold-mining 
relics as well as the nursery records and 
photographs . 

We offer U3A members the opportunity to train 
as guides in the museum and the park, on 
Sunday's, and, in time, on Saturday's, absorbing 
the history and meeting people from far and 
near. 

 Is that enough? I could go for pages, of course, 
but won't be greedy. You always have a good mix 
of stories. Many of our plans which have taken 
hours to prepare are knocked back, but we keep 
trying. 

See you soon? Beryl 

 

Epilogue 
 

Lord thou knowest better than I that I am growing old.  In fact, 
some treat me as though I am. 

Take away the craving to try to straighten out everybody's affairs. 

Make me thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not bossy. 

With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all - but 
thou knowest Lord, that I want a few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details - give me 
wings to get to the point quickly. 

Help me take the hint and not be offended if someone says, 'you 
told me that before'. 

Seal my lips on my aches and pains.  They are increasing. Love of 
telling about them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.  

I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of other but help 
me endure them with patience. 

I am not asking to an improved memory but a growing humility and 
a lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the 
memory of others. 

Teach me the glorious lesson that on occasion I may be wrong and 
big enough to acknowledge it. 

Keep me reasonably sweet - I am not asking to be made a saint - 
some of them are hard to live with - but a sour old person is one of 
the crowning works of the devil. 

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected people.  Give 
me the grace to tell them so. 

Please bless all senior citizens that they may find peace and comfort 
in knowing thee too. 

May I not disappoint thee Lord, but be usable to the end and even 
though I have little to offer, give me a smile for everyone and as I 
offer this prayer make me willing to help to answer it because I pray 
in the name of my constant companion, Jesus Christ. 

 

Philosophy 
In spite of our revered leader Roland being absent for a month due to health issues, our Group took a 
“philosophical” approach and soldiered on with the assistance of Brian Passmore,  Graham Thomas, Christine 
Boshier and Pat Buoncristiani who all took over and introduced very interesting and thought-provoking topics. 

Brian’s subject (The Philosophy of Ageing), was introduced in a humorous and light hearted manner which we 
could all relate to, and the general consensus was that ageing is, in most instances preferable to the 
alternative. 

Many thanks to these four members for stepping up to the plate. While Roland’s health is variable we were all 
very pleased to welcome him back as our Tutor to conduct our meetings in his inimitable style. 
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Committee Members 2013 
 
President: Michael Allery  5968 2241 
Vice President:  Mal Bowmaker 5968 4922 
Secretary & Public Officer:  David Ashton 9754 7775 
Treasurer:  Doug Brook 9752 0335 
Minute Secretary, Network Delegate: Jill Lightfoot      9752 1003 
Membership Secretary: Maureen Trotter 5968 3751 
Events Coordinator Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
Members: Ray Schmidt         5968 3228 
 Harold Griffiths 9755 2732 
 David Morgan 0428 119 498 

         
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this & prior 

newsletters. 

Closing dates Newsletter contributions are:- 

July 31 for September Newsletter 
November 30 for December Newsletter 
Contributions can be left at U3A House or posted or emailed 

to the editor 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our newsletter 

Newsletter Editor: 
George Briansky 
5 Ford Road, EMERALD 3782 
0404 126 474 

georgebriansky@exemail.com.au 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 
support of:  Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, 

Bendigo Bank, U3A Network, Victorian State 
Government, Ritchies IGA, Emerald Uniting 

Church, Emerald Community House, Emerald 
Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 

Emerald. 

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 
 
U3A House 
402 Main Street 
P O Box 396 
EMERALD  Vic  3782 
 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 
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