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For all the frustrated computer users out there - recently seen on a T Shirt 

  I keep pressing ESCAPE...but I’m still here  

 Third Agers 
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF U3A EMERALD INC WILL BE HELD 
AT 2 PM ON MONDAY 25TH MARCH 2013 

AT U3A HOUSE, EMERALD 
 

************************************************************** 
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From the President 
 
2012 was a remarkable year with many amazing 
achievements. Each member of the committee 
contributed tirelessly to getting our new premises of 
U3A House properly equipped and operational. 
 
If I were to list the individual contributions of each 
committee member, this report would extend to 
several pages! All I can say as President, on behalf of 
all the members of U3A Emerald, that I extend sincere 
thanks and gratitude for all your hard and diligent 
work. 
 
The listed duty of the President is to “Ensure the 
integrity and smooth running of U3A Emerald in all 
aspects and to chair committee meetings.” 
As in all of the learning experiences that we share and 
enjoy in U3A, this position has given me much more 
than I expected. In fact, it has become the most 
exciting and enjoyable learning experience of my life. 
 
If I were to list all of the contributors, such as Cardinia 
Shire Councillors and Branch Presidents and local 
Community Groups, all of the available space would 
be taken up! 
 
At the forthcoming A.G.M., I will be nominating for 
President and hope to have another 12 months of 
thoroughly enjoyable learning.  Have you ever 
considered seeking this position?  Why not?? 
 
I can personally recommend the experience as one of 
most rewarding and satisfying that U3A has to offer. 
 
Michael Allery 
President  U3A Emerald. 
 
  

Emerald & Surrounds Bushfire Risk 
 
We have received a contact from Sasha Reid, 
Community Information Guide Ambassador with CFA. 
She has provided us with copies of a booklet ‘Prepare 
– Act – Survive’ specific to Emerald and Avonsleigh. 
CFA rates this area as having an extreme bushfire 
rating due to the hilly terrain, dense forest areas and 
limited road network. 
 
All of us who live, work or pursue recreational 
activities in the area must have a well developed 
bushfire survival plan. 
 

 
 
At this time, there is no designated Neighbourhood 
Safer Place or Place of Last Resort. 
 
U3A Emerald has a policy of cancelling classes on days 
of total fire ban. This policy is being reviewed in light 
of the new fire risk classifications (Extreme & Code 
Red). Copies of the booklet are available at U3A 
House. 
 
More on the Emerald Star Bush 
 
Further to our article on the Star Bush in last edition, I 
can advise that Cardinia Shire Council has actions in 
place to help preserve this endangered plant. The 
following is an extract from a Council publication: 
‘Due to the endangered conservation status and with 
the exceptionally low number of plants in the wild, it 
is important that the entire community contributes to 
preserving this fragile species.  
You can help preserve this plant and encourage its 
wider distribution by giving it a helping hand if you 
find it on your property. Small populations have been 
found on road-sides and on nature strips within 
Cardinia Shire Council.  
If you do find the Emerald Star-Bush please do not 
mow or cut the plant. Try and allocate 2-3 metres 
around the plant/s to leave as a buffer zone. The 
larger the buffer zone, the better. Site experience is 
now showing new seedlings are likely to germinate in 
the unmown areas if they are not disturbed.  
To help manage the plant/s it is advisable to place a 
small marker stake in the vicinity of the plant so that 
you can locate it at a later date. You can also help by 
carefully removing any weed species growing near 
the Emerald Star Bush. For more information on the 
Emerald Star Bush or how to carry out appropriate 
weed control contact the Council Environment team 
on 1300 787 624.’ 

Emerald For Sustainability and Emerald Village 
Committee are also involved in protecting the plant 
and their efforts were acknowledged in a recent 
article in Leader newspapers. 

- Ed. 
 

 
                    - Photo - Kevin Teasdale 
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Attention members! 
 
A new class will be held in term 2 – here are the details: 

 

Photo Books 
 

 

 

A two session course which will be 

instructive, entertaining and enjoyable.   

 

Your outcome, with a bit of effort, will be 

a Photo Book you will be able to share with 

others.  The Photo Books course will have 

a maximum 8 participants.  Each will need 

to bring a laptop computer and at least 15 

photos on it.   

 

 

Leader:  Sue Smith 

e-mail: suelonie@gmail.com 

tel.: 5968 6736 

Venue: Room 2, U3A House. 

*Date & Time: Semester 2, TBC  

Expressions of interest to Linda, 5968 3228 or e-mail: 

rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au  

*Time to be confirmed 

  

 

mailto:suelonie@gmail.com
mailto:rayschmidt@ozemail.com.au


4 
 

Armchair Travel 
 
Armchair Travel commenced with a wonderful 
"excursion" to Pakistan. Karen Alexander's 
presentation left us feeling that we had been 
accompanying her on a "real expedition" to the upper 
reaches of Pakistan. 
- Kevin Teasdale 
 

 
Image from ‘North America’ 

– a presentation by Noel Gross in March 

 
This group needs a new leader! Anne Maree and Kevin 
Teasdale are not able to continue this year. This is 
such an interesting class, it would be a shame to see it 
fold.  There is a presentation already organised for 
June: “The Himalayas” by Jerry Grandage. 
 
So come on members, who can lead this group? The 
main task is to ask members or friends to give a 
presentation on one of their holiday adventures. 
We now have David Morgan volunteering to provide 
any assistance with the electronic bits and pieces, so 
it’s all too easy. 
 

SheppARTon Festival 
 
From now until June, the Shepparton Art Museum is 
showing ‘The Golden Age of Colour Prints’, a 
collection of Japanese wood cut prints, on loan from 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. This is the first time 
these prints have been shown outside Japan & the 
USA. We were lucky to be there for the opening and 
can highly recommend a visit to Shepparton to see it. 
 

 
 
- Ed 

Vale Garth Jenkinson 
  
The sudden news of unexpected death is always a 
jolt. 
More so with the news of Garth Jenkinson's 
passing.  
We all respected Garth for his strong personality. 
This showed to our advantage in the conscientious 
way that he tackled committee duties in U3A 
Emerald. 
Garth was involved with U3A Emerald from the 
start and was a major part of the drive to help our 
organisation grow. He was the class leader for 
Armchair Travel for many years, and a strong 
support for Jo Jenkinson while she ran the Russian 
History class. 
He took pride in his work as Program Co-ordinator 
and has left a lasting legacy with the listing of all 
our property. 
U3A committee acknowledges his valuable 
contribution and has expressed our sincere 
condolences to Jo Jenkinson. 
 
- Mike Allery 

 
 

Botanical Art 
 

 
Lavender – Michele Bowmaker 

 
Three new members have been welcomed to the 
Botanical Art class which now has no vacancies. A 
waiting list is available for interested members. 
Unfortunately our first class of the year had to be 
cancelled as it fell on a Total Fire Ban day. Our next 
class was spent looking at paintings and drawings 
done by members over the holiday break and 
drawing and painting leaves of different shapes. 
This year we hope to add to our Botanical 
Collection for the Emerald Museum and to 
continue to develop drawing and painting skills. An 
exhibition of our work later in the year would be a 
worthwhile aim for all our members. 
 
 

- - Kay Craig 

 



5 
 

Emerald Share the Ride 

On behalf on the “Transport a Community” Project I would like to thank you all of you who supported the 

“Transport a Community” Project by completing a project survey in December/January.  

Congratulations to Max, from Cockatoo who won the Ritchies SUPA IGA Gift Voucher, valued at $50.00. 

I am also pleased to advise that we are making progress on establishing a “share the ride” initiative in Emerald, 

with assistance from Emerald Community House, Emerald U3A and St Marks Church.  

The project will build upon existing ride-sharing practices in Emerald by encouraging local organisations to 

strengthen and promote ride sharing activities within their organisation, and within the local community.    

The purpose of the project is to enhance accessibility to vital social, educational and community activities for 

local residents, particularly those who are socially isolated, or at risk of becoming isolated due to a lack of 

transport options. 

Each participating organisation (we are hoping to get more on board in the future) will identify volunteer 

drivers from within their existing membership base, who are able to “share the ride” with those who would 

like to participate in the organisations activities, however are unable to do so, due to a lack of transport 

options.  

We are also encouraging the local community to help each other out, by sharing the ride with others when you 
are going to the same venue or heading in the same direction. It doesn’t matter whether you have own a car 
or not, sharing the ride benefits everyone by: 

 Reducing travel costs 

 Saving on car maintenance expenses 

 Reducing the congestion on the roads and the demands on car parking spaces  

 Providing opportunities to meet new friends and socialise 

 Helping out others including family, friends and neighbours and;  

 Benefits the environment by reducing car emissions 
 

So if you need help to get somewhere or are one of the many people driving around with empty seats in your 
car, then share the ride. 

Over the next few months we will be identifying local volunteer drivers and community members who may 
require assistance, developing policies and processes to support the initiative, and undertaking promotional 
activities throughout the local community. So, if you get a chance come and say hi and support Emerald Share 
the Ride. 

If you require any more information on Emerald Share the Ride please contact me on Ph:0417 266 186 or 

check out www.sharetheride.org.au, which will be up and running in a few weeks. 

Regards 

Kim Rosenfeld 

Project Facilitator 

Transport a Community 

Casey Cardinia Transport Connections Project  

http://www.sharetheride.org.au/
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Staging Films in the Hills 

 World Premiere season commences March 15th 

Gemco Players is about to present a first in its 33-year 

existence – a season of high quality local films and a 

world premier play under the overall title “Film to 

Stage- The Bridge”. 

“The Bridge”, by Mount Dandenong Playwright John 

Sullivan tells the story of Jack Murphy as he travels 

over Westgate Bridge to attend the funeral of an 

acquaintance. As he drives he is confronted by the 

emotional landscape of his childhood, changing him 

as he reaches the other side. The play includes the 

use of multimedia. 

Alongside this fusion of script, sound and film, Gemco 

will be showcasing a selection of top films made by 

young people from local schools in the Dandenongs. 

“I hope the local people will support the emerging 

talents of their community”. 

- Gemco President Mathew Greenaway 

The season is on the weekends March 15-16 and 22-

23 at 8pm and matinee March 17 at 2pm at the Gem 

theatre in Emerald. Bookings can be made online 

at gemcoplayers.org or by calling 0411723530. 

- David Greenaway – U3A play writing tutor 

U3A in Victoria 
 
In the annual report received from U3A Network, 
some interesting figures were included: 
In 2012, the 100th U3A organisation was welcomed 
into the network. 
Victoria now has 26 887 members and has grown at 
around 12% a year in the last 2 years. The age 
distribution of members is shown below: 
 

 
 

- Ed. 
-  

 

Language and Literature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Language and Literature class has welcomed four 
new members this year and at this point we have no 
more vacancies but a waiting list is available for 
interested members. 
In Term 1 we are studying Ian McEwan’s novel 
Atonement. We have looked at school lessons in 
Victoria in 1862, read from The Wind in the Willows 
and will be enjoying more poetry including The 
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam and poetry on disc read 
by authors such as T S Eliot, Walter de la Mare, John 
Masefield, John Betjeman and Dylan Thomas. 
 

-  Kay Craig 
 
 

Definitions 
 
ADULT: 
A person who has stopped growing at both ends 
and is now growing in the middle.  
 
COMMITTEE: 
A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours.  
 
WRINKLES: 
Something other people have,  
Similar to my character lines. 
 
SECRET: 
Something you tell to one person at a time.  
 
DUST: 
Mud with the juice squeezed out.  
 
 

Tutors Sought 
 
We are still seeking tutors for the new French & 
Psychology classes. Any member who can help locate 
a tutor, please let a committee person know. 

 

http://gemcoplayers.org/
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Current Affairs 
 
 
We have a number of new faces who have joined us 
to resolve the problems of the world in 2 hours. 
Topics range from the up-coming election to planning 
processes to drugs in sport. 
We devote 10 mins to a variety of topics in the first 
hour, and in the second hour spend time on a major 
topic. 
New members are most welcome. 
 

 
 
 

Australian History 
 
 

 
 
Recently we have continued looking at one of the 
greatest expeditions ever undertaken: The First Fleet. 
1400 people sailing to virtually unknown land in 11 
ships - an amazing adventure!!!! 
 
The Eureka stockade will be featured in March. Stuart 
has very kindly secured a copy of the film which he 
will show at U3A House on Monday March 25th at 
10.30 am. You are all most welcome. 
Bookings at Bass or at the door. 
 

- Dick Bartley 
dickbartley08@gmail.com    59683804 
 

Photography 
 

 
– Photo -  Mal Bowmaker. Honeymoon Bay – Tasmania 

 
The photography program has started off well with a 
total of 20 members. This year the sessions are 
divided into beginners with compact cameras (2nd 
Wednesday of the month), and a more advanced 
group of members with SLR digitals (4th Wednesday) . 
Some members come to both sessions. 
The beginners group, numbering 12, could take a 
couple more members, if there's anyone who'd like to 
join. Please call Paul Bianco on 97520148 if you are 
interested. First in, best dressed. We look forward to 
a profitable and fun year. 
 
The PAVE Festival Committee (Performing and Visual 
Arts in Emerald) working in collaboration with 
Emerald Arts Society and U3A Emerald is providing an 
opportunity for photographers of all ages to 
participate in their 2013 Photography Exhibition. The 
PAVE festival, in its 8th year, offers many possibilities 
to become involved in participatory arts activities. 
This year the festival runs from Sunday 14th to 
Sunday 21st April and will be advertised widely in 
local and Melbourne newspapers, school newsletters, 
community radio, etc. 
 
The theme for this year’s exhibition is   LIGHT                                                    
Entries based on an alternative theme will, however, 
be accepted. All photographic media will be accepted, 
including digitally enhanced works. Each piece must 
be the artist’s original.  
 
Categories and relevant fees are:  Youth - $5, Open 
Age - $8. 
 
The Photography Exhibition will be staged on 
Saturday & Sunday 20th & 21st April from 10am to 
4pm at Emerald Evergreens, cnr Anne & Church 
Streets Emerald. 
 
If you would like to enter your work in this exhibition 
please complete an entry form and return it together 
with the relevant entry fee, by April 10th . Cheques to 
be made payable to Emerald Community House. 
 
Entry forms can be downloaded at 
 
http://pave.org.au/ 
 

- Paul Bianco 

 

mailto:dickbartley08@gmail.com
http://pave.org.au/
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Philosophy 
 
Answer from page 1 – Yes! - Roland’s brother in 
Switzerland is responsible for this wonderful carving 
to be the group’s mascot - representing the pursuit of 
wisdom perhaps? - Ed 

 

 
 Photo – Roland Keel 
 The new mascot of The Philosophy Group  

 
What time would it be if all clocks stopped? (Zen 
question) and philosophy, too, is largely about asking 
questions. *** 
 
These are some of the conundrums that we have tried 
to shine some light on during the 1st term of 2013: 
 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF LIFE? 
WHAT CAN ATHEISTS LEARN FROM RELIGION? 
IS POLITICAL IDEALISM THREATENING CIVILISATION? 
IS SPORT A PHILOSOPHICAL TOPIC? 
 
REVISITING ETHICS WITH KEN MIDDLETON 
MAHATMA GHANDI AND PHILOSOPHY 
THE BEST OF ALL WORLDS - G.W.LEIBNITZ 
2 VIEWS ON HAPPINESS 
 
Answers or no answers, we will be needing a holiday 
when we have dealt with these greatly varying issues. 
 
Our first meeting of term II is on April 16.  

 
 -  Roland Keel 
 

 

Gardening Group  - even more on the Emerald Star 
Bush 
 
Beryl Bartecek has advised us that the Emerald Star Plant has 
been finally grown from seed, and there are some plants to be 
planted. 
We have volunteered to liaise between the grower and 
planters.  First of all we need to see what the requirements of 
this plant are so that it 
is planted in a suitable place, where it will not be degraded by 
the public walking on it, over-watered by contractors, and in a 
safe environment where it can be protected.  
 
Does anyone have special knowledge of this plant, or 
knowledge of the best environment for the plant? Is there 
someone, other than us, who has a special passion about this 
plant? 
After all, it is indigenous to Emerald - who would like to be the 
liaison person?  
 
We will need to bring the grower in to speak to us - should this 
be just to our group or open to the community and possibly 
not on a scheduled Garden group day? 
We may need to call for expressions of interest from persons 
with a wild garden, wooded spot or native plant spot. 
And then, of course, we will have to call on people to do the 
actual planting and care. 
 
Any other Ideas or suggestions are welcome as to the best way 
to handle this special plant. 

 
- Jim Thomas 

                9737 9565 
 

*** Gardening Excursion*** 
 
An excursion to Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne is planned 
for 18 April.  Everyone interested please contact Jim Thomas – 
9737 9565 

“After 20 years of planning, construction and planting, the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne vibrant Australian Garden is 
now complete. 
An additional six hectares of landscaped garden sees the entire 
Australian Garden almost double in size, bringing the total size 
of the Garden to an impressive 15 hectares. 
The new area comprises 11 new precincts and new facilities 
including a visitor kiosk at the northern end of the Garden, 
boardwalks and viewing platforms on Howson and Gibson Hills, 
and an amphitheatre for education programs and 
performances”.  RBG website 

It will be a wonderful day - do please come along. 
 

************************ 
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Cinema Classics 

 

Lounge Lizards have made a very promising 

start in 2013. 51 people signed up on enrolment 

day and 2/3rds of them showed up for our 

first screening in February. We might even 

have had more if it hadn’t been so hot! 

Films are booked through to July and 

suggestions for August to November are 

requested. Everyone enjoyed The African 
Queen and scored it at 4.1. 

Coming up: 

March Steamboat Bill 

April San Demetrio London 

 

May Harvey 

June Strictly Ballroom 

July Scott of the Antarctic 

It’s not too late to join us – the theatre has 

over 100 seats. Ring Stuart or just roll up at 

the next screening and enlist! 

See you at the movies.... 

Stuart Hodgson 
 

Something in the air? 
 
During a recent holiday in Tasmania we found ourselves in 
beautiful Freycinet on Valentine’s Day.   We have never really 
celebrated Valentine’s Day – perhaps the odd red rose on the 
table or the odd heart shaped chocolate – but mostly days of 
celebration pass us by.  We had declined the offer of an 
outrageously priced dinner at the lodge preferring to dine in 
our room - produce from the local IGA in Coles Bay, our Kris 
Kringle picnic set and our Bunnings picnic table and chairs.  Yes 
– we really know how to put on a romantic dinner!    
The next day we found ourselves in the appropriately named 
Honeymoon Bay and there on a rock Mal spied a cluster of tiny 
black shells in the shape of a perfect heart. 
 

 
 

We remarked on the wonder of finding such a thing especially 
the day after Valentine’s Day – Mal took this lovely photo and 
we didn’t think another thing about it.  The next afternoon we 
decided to climb up to the Wineglass Bay Lookout . I am not 
known for my athletic prowess and was a little nervous about 
this venture – but after having done a beautiful cruise to 
Wineglass Bay in the morning I put my doubts behind me and 
we ventured forth. I was suitably chastened when about half 
way up we met an extremely ancient Chinese gentleman with 
an equally ancient walking stick coming down!  It was hot and 
exhausting but the views were magnificent and it was certainly 
worthwhile.  I had been attempting to take photos of the lovely 
little skinks that seemed to be everywhere without success, 
when I saw one on the track.  Here was my photo opportunity 
– and I at last got my picture.  Then as I glanced sideways there 
on a rock was this shadow 
 

 
 
The beauty of Freycinet is breathtaking – and it seemed there 
was a hint of something else there too...  
 
- Michele Bowmaker 
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Committee Members 2012 

President:                                                 Michael Allery    5968 2241 

Vice President:                                        Linda Andrews    5968 3228 

Secretary & Public Officer:                    David Ashton      9754 7775 

Treasurer:                                                 Harold Griffiths  9755 2732 

Minute Secretary, Network Delegate: Jill Lightfoot         9752 1003 

Program Co-ordinator:                           Blythe Osborne  5968 6167 

Newsletter & Publicity:                          Mal Bowmaker   5968 4922 

Membership Secretary:                         Maureen Trotter 

Members:                                                Neil McDonald    59443782 

                                                                   Ray Schmidt        5968 3228 

                                                         

Newsletter Editor: 
Mal Bowmaker 
7 Pinnocks Road 
EMERALD   3782 
(03) 5968 4922 
chelemal@bigpond.net.au 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the support of: 
Shire of Cardinia, Mitre 10 Emerald, Bendigo Bank, U3A 
Network, Victorian State Government, Ritchies IGA, 
Emerald Uniting Church, Emerald Community House, 
Emerald Lions Club & many individual members of U3A 
Emerald. 

 

 

 
Thanks to all the members who contributed to this 
& prior newsletters. 
 

December Newsletter: 
 
Closing date for contributions will be November 30 
2012. Contributions can be left at U3A House or 
posted or emailed to the editor 
 
chelemal@bigpond.net.au 

Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing our 
newsletter 

  

U3A Emerald Inc. 

ACN A0027600K 

ABN 81-648985964 

U3A House 

402 Main Street 

P O Box 396 

EMERALD  Vic  3782 

U3ageemd@netspace.net.au 
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