
1 
 

 

  

      Third Agers                  

                       The Newsletter of U3A Emerald Inc. 
                                             June 2012 
  

 
 

Where do these giants live? 

Inside this edition: 
 
2                  President’s Report                                

3                 Thoughts of a Happy Member                                 

4                  Comings & Goings in Classes                                 

5                  More Class Reports                                 

6                   Paraprosdokians                                 

7                   The Magistrates’ Court, PAVE                                 

8                   The Transit, Class Reports                                

9                   Cardinia Shire Mayor visit 

10                 Gallery of Recent Events 

 
  
Special features: 
 

  A walk in the black? forest 

 Venus casts her shadow 

 Emerald shines with PAVE 

 U3A members in the dock 

 How does your Council rate? 

 A feast of classic movies 

The Newsletter Name 
 
Last edition, we asked if any member had 

an idea for a name for our newsletter. Jill 

Lightfoot provided several suggestions and 

we have used one of them for this edition. 

 Any members who have a name in mind that 

would give our publication the edge it 

deserves, let’s have your ideas. They can be 

left in the labelled container in the kitchen 

at U3A House or you can email/phone the 

editor (me) – contact details are on the 

back page. 
 

Anyone for ‘wiff-waff’? 
 

With terms like ‘speed drive’, ‘loop’, counter drive’, 

‘push’, ‘drop’ and ‘lob’, the game of table tennis can 

be fast and furious or slow and gentle. 

Who said we third agers can’t keep up with the best 

of them? Keen to join? See the feature inside. 
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From the President 
 
 
It has been another busy period for the committee of 
U3A Emerald. Each time I think we must be getting on 
top of our list of things to do, more items appear on 
the list. Much of the work involves our new home and 
I guess this will go on for a while as we find things we 
need to support all the classes. 
To bring you all up to date, here are some of the 
items on our ‘to do’ list: 

 Display at Emerald Community Market 

 Publication of History of U3A Emerald to 
celebrate 20th anniversary 

 Assess value of dedicated website 

 Arrange 2012 Christmas dinner 

 Organise tool storage and safe access ways 
in Multipurpose Area 

 Install and commission new computer 

 Clean and stack equipment and conduct 
annual stock take 

 Install new video projector 

 Establish a sub-committee to oversee Men’s 
Shed activities 

Many other small actions are keeping us busy, but I 
think that is a sign of a strong and growing 
organisation. We are getting great support from other 
organisations in the form of funds and equipment, 
and we are endeavouring to show our appreciation by 
helping them. This is community interaction at its 
best. 
 
We can always do with some additional help. If you 
have a little time to spare and would like to help, we 
will welcome any members to either join the 
committee or simply assist with particular projects. 
Meantime, extra activities have been planned. Neil 
McDonald organised our recent visit to Dandenong 
Magistrates’ Court, Jim Thomas’ Gardening Group 
went to Cranbourne Royal Botanic Gardens, Ray 
Schmidt of the Cosmology Group set up the Viewing 
of the Transit of Venus. Thanks to those members for 
organising really interesting activities.  We look 
forward to members putting forward their ideas to 
extend the things we do. 
Thanks to all you members. We are having a bumper 
year with classes really well attended. I hope you 
keep your committee busy! 
 
Mike Allery 
President  

 

Didn’t It Rain 
 
Those members as old or older than me (is there 
anyone older than me?) might remember Mahalia 
Jackson, ‘The Queen of Gospel’, singing this great 
gospel song. It was one of her signature numbers 
along with ‘Take My Hand Precious Lord’, ‘Amazing 
Grace’ and ‘Go Tell It On The Mountain’. 
So what has this got to do with U3A Emerald? Well 
nothing at all, but it’s an intro into this article which 
also has nothing to do with U3A, not unless you’ve 
had to dash from your car, in the pouring rain, to a 
U3A class. 
May seems to have been particularly wet. These 
figures are not official, but our rain gauge has shown 
138.5 mm for May and 459 mm so far this year. For 
interest, since we’ve lived in Emerald (we moved up 
here in 1985) our records show we receive about 3 
times the rainfall of Melbourne CBD. Until 1996, 
when the drought started, winter rain and cold days 
were the norm, but the drought and mild winters 
helped us forget what hills’ winters are really like. 
I heard back in March that the Bureau of Meteorology 
announced that La Nina was officially over. La Nina, 
Spanish for ‘the girl’, is a phenomenon where sea 
surface temperatures in the eastern Pacific Ocean are 
lower than normal by 3 – 5oC. This creates the sort of 
conditions responsible for the floods up and down the 
eastern area of Australia. If you google ‘southern 
oscillation index’, you can read all about it, and while 
away an hour or two instead of just looking out at the 
rain. El Nino, the boy, is responsible for those 
extended hot and dry periods (men are so unreliable, 
aren’t they?) 
Meanwhile, as I write this, it’s still raining. 
 
‘If you want the rainbow, you have to put up with the 
rain’ – Dolly Parton 
 
‘You pray for rain, you gotta deal with the mud too. 
That's a part of it.’ - Denzel Washington 
 
Ed. 
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Thoughts of a Happy New Member 
 
Retired friends of mine were always raving about the 
programs and activities they did at U3A. So after my 
retirement last year, I too could not wait to join up at 
the start of this year. What a lot of activities on offer! 
It was difficult to choose. There were so many classes 
I was interested in, but in the end settled for Classic 
Movies, Photography, Table Tennis and the 
Needlework Group. 
I also volunteer at a local primary school once a week 
and still do the odd day here and there filling in at my 
old work place. Then there are instances where I help 
out with grand children. 
I’m on the Committee of the Friends of Emerald 
Library, a devoted member of the Hills Film Group, 
work in the garden, and attempt to write up my 
family history. The latter was to be priority number 
one after retirement but so far is coming last. 
I am glad to live such a full life, however my activities 
at U3A and the lovely people I meet in my classes top 
everything. We are so lucky to have such a wonderful 
and active U3A right on our doorstep. It has 
something to offer for everyone and in the process 
allows for making new friends. It helps keep you 
active and on the ball. 
 I cannot over emphasize U3A’s importance and 
availability to our local senior community. What a 
difference compared to when my parents retired, 
dare I mention my grandparents! I remember my 
grandparents as lovely gentle people but compared to 
current times, they were already old at my age. In 
those post WWII years in Europe, there was nothing 
around for people after retirement. Focus in those 
days was on the very basic needs in life and 
Governments were busy rebuilding war torn cities 
and getting the economy back on its feet. Even a 
generation later when my parents retired, daily living 
had improved dramatically, yet there were no 
community programs to keep seniors occupied. After 
a life time of work one suddenly was faced with 
bucket loads of spare time for which many, but not 
all, were ill prepared. I’ve seen many people of my 
parents’ generation age very quickly due to lack of 
stimuli. They just sat behind their windows watching 
the world go by. 
 How times and opportunities have changed for the 
baby boomer generation! In these days of plenty, 
much more focus is on education, health, wellbeing 
and longevity. Seniors, if they want to, can study until 
they drop, many are involved in volunteering and are  
engaged in a sport, and they can join the Grey 
Nomads and travel around Australia or abroad. 

 

 

 
 
With the advance in medicine, organ & joint 
replacement, and information technology at our 
finger tips, we are given the opportunity to stay 
engaged and active much longer and live healthier 
lives. 
 So coming back to U3A at Emerald, the most 
wonderful thing is that its programs are so affordable. 
A mere annual enrolment fee of $30 provides access 
to whatever one is interested in – all year round! So, a 
huge thanks to all program co-ordinators and U3A 
Committee members for volunteering their time to 
make all this possible. 
  
Rudi Uriot-van Es 
 

 

New Members 
Since our last edition, 7 new members have joined us. 
They are Pam Hermansen, John Ruigrok, Konrad 
Matta, Chris Grosdas, Joan Fenn, Max Bennetts and 
Robert Simpson. Also, we missed one new member in 
our last welcoming, Barbara Naughton – apologies 
Barbara. 
Welcome to all our new members. We hope you 
enjoy the U3A Emerald experience, making new 
friends and learning in a fun environment. 
 
 

Potential New Classes 
We have been approached by Frank Lippa who 
may offer to run classes in the art of making 
stringed instruments. Frank would be able to 
cover the making of guitars, ukuleles and/or 
mandolins. 
An instrument such as a guitar would require a 
significant time commitment but would 
produce an equally significant result. A ukulele 
might be a less demanding but really 
interesting project. 
Any member who might like to follow up on 
this opportunity should email or phone Blythe 
Osborne, our Program Co-ordinator, or any 
member of your committee. 
And just a reminder....................... in our last 
Newsletter we asked if any member had a 
request for new classes, the committee would 
try to organise tutors, times and other 
members interested. There is a labelled 
container in the kitchen at U3A House where 
you can leave your ideas. 
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Philosophy Discussion Group 
 

"Life is like a piece of embroidered material of which 
everyone in the first half of his life sees the top side 
but in the second half sees the reverse side. The latter 
is not so beautiful but more instructive as one can see 
there how the threads are connected." 
.....and our discussions, greatly enlivened by the 
several new members,  are like a magnifying glass 
through which we can see those connections even 
better or so we hope. 
 

This term we have already  "dealt with" such elusive 
topics as ART/AESTHETICS,  INTROSPECTION,  THE 
ETHICS OF PROFIT and FREE WILL  in addition to 
bumping into our old friend Socrates again. 
  
The programme for the rest of the term includes a 
3rd stop-over on our journey through the history of 
western philosophy and discussions about -         
- The Traditional Family and Alternative 
   Arrangements 
- Moral Responsibility 
- Egoism/Hedonism v. Altruism 
 

Roland Keel 

 

 
The philosophers at work                Photo: Ed. 

 

Botanical Art Class 
 

It is so exciting to see the talent  of our class members 
producing carefully thought out and beautifully 
executed paintings and drawings. Their enthusiasm 
for the subject makes our Wednesday afternoon 
classes a very enjoyable experience. We have worked 
on a number of class exercises to improve our 
drawing and painting skills as well as our individual 
projects for the Emerald Museum for which we 
already have several finished works. 
With winter weather bearing down upon us we may 
well have more time for the brush and the pencil. 
 
Kay Craig 
 

Coming up on Armchair Travel 

4 July “Vietnam” by Damien Ryan 

1 August “Kimberley Cruise” by Michele 
& Mal Bowmaker 

 

Language and Literature Class 
 
Our class has covered a variety of activities this term 
including a very detailed and enjoyable study of 
Hamlet led by class member Lorrie Galimany. Lorrie 
taught English in secondary schools and her expertise 
has been of great benefit to our group. Her next 
presentation will be the Tom Stoppard play 
“Rosencrantz and Gildenstern are Dead”- a suitable 
follow up to Hamlet. 
We are also focusing on poetry this term with a 
number of Australian poets being read. Mac Craig will 
recite the narrative poems of The Sentimental Bloke 
by CJ Dennis as one of our future activities. Class 
members will be bringing their favourite poem to 
read and discuss and we will be looking at the poetry 
of some of the romantic English poets. 
My thanks to all members of the class for their 
enthusiasm and support. 
 
Kay Craig 
  

 
Kay Craig &the Language & Literature Class 

Photo: Ray Smith 
 

Book Group 
 

Book Group has two places available for new 
members.  We would love to have the full contingent 
of ten to read, then come along and discuss, a book 
each month.  Books which are provided by the library 
are distributed at our meetings. 
- Lois Lucas, Leader. 
 

 

History of Emerald U3A 
Emerald U3A is 20 years old this year! As part 
of the celebrations for this event, Brenda 
Webb has produced a document detailing the 
history of our organisation. 
We would love to hear from any members 
who have material from the early years of the 
group that would add to our memories and 
would be included in the document. 
Any material and thoughts can be passed on to 
a committee member. 
 

 

 

  



5 
 

Emerald U3a Classic Movies 
 
(PLEASE NOTE THAT HENCEFORTH ALL FILMS WILL 
COMMENCE AT 1.00pm INSTEAD OF 1.30 pm). 
 
 Mon June 18th  Where No Vultures Fly 
Another film from the Ealing Studios, this time shot in 
Kenya, starring Anthony Steel and Dinah Sheridan. A 
game warden, sickened by the slaughter of wild life in 
East Africa, takes on the ivory poachers and wins over 
the bitter conflict between bureaucracy and 
commercial interest. It was one of Ealing’s most 
profitable films ever, and the underlying issue is as 
relevant today as it was in 1951 when the film was 
made. 
 
Mon July 16th  Some Like It Hot 
Legendary comedy about two musicians who 
accidently witness the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre 
and evade pursuit by masquerading as females in a 
travelling dance band. Stars Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis 
and Marilyn Monroe. Wickedly funny. 
 
 Mon August 20th  Mr Hulot’s Holiday 
Another classic comedy, this time from Jacques Tati. 
Follows the misadventures of a tall, gangling, accident 
prone Frenchman on holiday at a seaside town. There 
is very little dialogue in this film – rather a continuous 
sequence of sight gags reminiscent of the days of 
silent screen comedy. But don’t worry – it’s not 
slapstick – it’s clever and very funny. 
 
 Mon Sept 17th  A Canterbury Tale 
Nothing to do with Chaucer. Charming story following 
the lives of three people whose lives cross in an 
English village during WW2. Stars Michael Powell, 
Sheila Sim and Dennis Price. 
 
 Mon Oct 15th The Manchurian Candidate 
Nerve-beating masterpiece. 4 1/2 stars in my movie 
‘pedia. Stars Frank Sinatra, Laurence Harvey, Janet 
Leigh and Angela Lansbury. Thriller about a decorated 
soldier’s return to civilian life after the Korean war. 
He is unable to shake off his military brainwashing, 
and is unknowingly exploited by a “control” to 
commit a series of crimes. Stunning performance by 
Lansbury as his overpowering and ambitious mother. 
 
Mon Nov 19th 
To be advised. 
 Any questions?  Call Stuart on 9754 7443 or email 
on stuarthodgson@westnet.com.au 

 

  
Photography 
 
This year the Photography program has been 
conducted in two groups, one for beginners on the 
2nd Wednesday and the other for more advanced 
photographers on the 4th Wednesday of each month. 
The basic features of digital cameras is an on-going 
topic, but members in the beginners group are 
introduced to taking photographs in other than auto 
modes. We cover attaining the best exposure using 
specific points of focus, framing and composition and 
the position from which a photograph is taken. Filing, 
labelling and storage of images is also an on-going 
point of discussion. 
The more advanced sessions also cover filing and 
storage of images, but we’ve looked at using simple 
added light sources like a bedside or table lamp, 
making the most of natural light and talked about 
rules of composition. Digital editing including 
corrections and manipulation of images is also an on-
going area of interest. 
 
A regular starting activity for both groups is what we 
call “Show and Tell”. Here selected members show 
their work and in so doing provide the opportunity for 
the group to appraise the work and to discuss factors 
such as whether the image was taken on auto, what 
shutter speed and f-stop was used, the ISO chosen or 
selected and composition.  
A sample of one member’s work is below. 
 

- Paul Bianco 
 

 

 
        Bridge in Queenstown Tasmania        
        Photo: Rudi Uriot- van Es 

 

  

mailto:stuarthodgson@westnet.com.au


6 
 

The Redwood Forest 
One of the best kept secrets in the hills is the forest of 
Canadian Redwoods, Sequioa sempervirens, a few 
kilometres outside Warburton. 
The following is reprinted from an entry in the 
Victorian Heritage Database: 
‘The Californian Redwood trees were planted by the 
Board of Works about 1930 following clearing of the 
original eucalypt forest. Trees planted were: Bishop 
Pine, Douglas Fir and Californian Redwood. Further 
plantings of Radiata Pine, Western Red Cedar and 
Redwood took place in 1960-63. The plantations were 
selected for experimental purposes as part of the 
Board's hydrogrogy research program. 
The Cement Creek plantations provided small lots in 
which to study the canopy interception results in 
comparison with native forest trees in the Coranderrk 
area. The results of experiments are not known. 
Why are they significant? 
The Californian Redwood trees are significant because 
of the history and extent of the plantation. There are 
over 1476 trees ranging from 20 metres to the tallest 
being 55 metres. They are in good condition and as 
they are planted in a grid are aesthetically pleasing to 
the eye. They are a contribution to the landscape by 
the sheer number of trees as well as containing 
possibly the tallest and interesting Sequioa 
sempervirens in Victoria’. 
 
 
 

 
Giant Redwoods at Cement Creek – Photo: Michele Bowmaker 

 
You can find this fascinating area by driving through 
Warburton, following the Warburton Highway until it 
becomes  Woods Point Road. After about 7 kms, look 
for Cement Creek Road on the left. This is unsealed 
and a little rough in places, but 0.7 km along you will 
find a small parking area on the right. Walk through 
the barrier and there you are. Some great photo 
opportunities here. 
 

Music For Pleasure 
Now settled happily into room 2, we have enjoyed a 
wide choice of music, some interesting, if not enjoyed 
by all present. That is the mystery of music; why one 
style of music will move one person but not the next? 
N.B.   I remind members that in March I advised them 
of my plans to move away from Emerald.  The clock is 
ticking, is anyone volunteering to take over as leader 
of the group?  Perhaps two of you would share; it is a 
good idea to have a deputy in case of illness or 
holidays! 
August 28th  Free choice and Allen’s choice            
September  School holidays. 
October 23rd  Composers H and Stuart’s choice. 
 
Freda Wood  
   

Paraprosdokians 

 
A paraprosdokian (from Greek "παρα-", meaning 
"beyond" and "προσδοκία", meaning "expectation") 
is a figure of speech in which the latter part of a 
sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected in a 
way that causes the reader or listener to reframe or 
reinterpret the first part. It is frequently used for 
humorous or dramatic effect, sometimes producing 
an anticlimax. Some paraprosdokians not only change 
the meaning of an early phrase, but also play on the 
double meaning, creating a syllepsis. 
 
Ø   If I agreed with you we'd both be wrong. 
Ø   We never really grow up, we only learn how to act 
in public. 
Ø   Light travels faster than sound. This is why some 
people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
Ø   Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; wisdom 
is not putting it in a fruit salad. 
Ø   The early bird might get the worm, but the second 
mouse gets the cheese. 
Ø   Evening news is where they begin with 'Good 
evening', and then proceed to tell you why it isn't. 
 
More paraprosdokians next edition! 
Ed. 
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Visit to Dandenong Magistrates’ Court 
 
On Thursday 17th May, around 30 members of U3A 
Emerald visited the Dandenong Magistrates’ Court. 
The visit was arranged by Neil McDonald. 
We were welcomed initially by the Court Registrar, 
Mark McCutchan, who did a great job showing us the 
facilities and explaining the procedures. We saw the 
tunnel leading from the Police cells to the court 
holding cells, called ‘the walk of shame’. In one of the 
courts, the dock, witness box, clerk’s table and bar 
table were pointed out – it was far better being 
shown these things as visitors rather than as ‘guests’. 
The Dandenong Court is a busy place – 8 courts dealt 
with more than 13 000 cases in 2011. One sobering 
statistic: there has been a 30% increase in domestic 
violence cases in the past 2 years. The court handles 
VCAT cases, residential disputes, guardianship issues, 
minor civil, criminal, traffic and assault charges. 
We were introduced to Dave Ashwood, a Police 
Prosecutor, who explained his role. We were 
interested to learn that the majority of people who 
enter the system are handled by the police, rather 
than going through the courts. 
One of the Magistrates, Pauline Spencer, then talked 
for some time, explaining her role and the range of 
sentencing options she had for use at her discretion. 
She is able to assess the private lives of offenders, 
their family situation, financial position and past 
history in order to ensure the sentence is appropriate. 
The court is a point of change for an offender – it 
presents a chance to rehabilitate and have progress 
monitored. Pauline explained the links between a 
person’s early life and criminal activity, especially in 
cases of family violence.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pauline shares a lighter moment – Photo: Ed. 

 
A large number of volunteers work in the courts, 
providing access to services and assistance, including 
help with particular groups such as new migrants. 
Following Pauline’s talk, we spent some time in the 
courts, watching the system at work. We were all 
most impressed with how the magistrates handled 
cases, showing much compassion for people in 
difficult circumstances, while we came away feeling 
the system is in very good hands. 
Thanks, Neil, for organising an interesting and 
enjoyable excursion. Any member can suggest places 
we could visit – Just let one of the committee know. 
 

U3A’s Involvement in the PAVE Festival   
 
Earlier this year Non Blair from the PAVE Festival 
committee approached Mike Allery asking about the 
potential for U3A to be involved in the PAVE 
Photography Exhibition, including having a U3A 
member run the exhibition. As I look after the U3A 
Photography program my name was offered and I 
happily agreed to do it. 
However, as the timing did not allow it, U3A’s further 
involvement had to be limited to a couple of 
members from the photography group, Michele 
Bowmaker and Sue Smith, assisting in setting up and 
pulling down on the day. Thanks ladies. 
It was a successful event, although a little smaller 
than 2011, with a number of entries from U3A 
members. Sue Smith even sold one of hers. 
 

 
Sue Smith with Paul Bianco – Photo: Anne Taylor 

The overall winning entry in the Open Environmental 
Portrait section was one by Rowan Matthews. The 
Youth section was won by Jacob McKay. Sponsorship 
for prizes was provided by Cardinia Shire, Emerald 
Framing, Belgrave Images, Croydon Camera House, 
and Harvey Norman of Knox. 
Paul Bianco 
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The Transit of Venus 
 
Those of you in Dick Bartley’s Australian History 
class have discussed this subject, but how many of 
you remember the reason for Lt James Cook’s 
voyage, apart from confirming the existence of a 
great southern continent. He was to lead a voyage 
to Tahiti to view the transit of Venus, his measured 
observations allowing astronomers of the day to 
calculate the distance from the earth to the sun. 
Only when this exercise was completed did Cook 
open his sealed orders, taking him to New Zealand 
and Australia. 
About every 120 years, 2 events of astronomical 
significance occur. The orbit of the planet Venus 
and that of earth interact in such a way that Venus 
passes between the earth and the sun. The 2 
events, about 8 years apart, can be seen from some 
areas of earth as a round dot about the size of a 
pea passing across the face of the sun. On 
Wednesday 6 June, we were lucky that the 
persistent cloud cover cleared and on cue, at 8.15 
am, we saw the silhouette of Venus begin its 
journey. 
 Mount Burnett Observatory Inc. and U3A Emerald 
Astronomical and Cosmological Group had set up a 
number of telescopes allowing residents to view 
this extraordinary event. Throughout the day, 
Venus continued its path which, due to the rotation 
of the earth and its orbit around the sun, appeared 
‘U’ shaped across the sun. It completed its journey 
at 3.45 pm, once again crossing the perimeter of 
the sun. 
As well as a large number of residents, students 
from Emerald Primary School were there to see the 
event and it was great to witness their excitement. 
Thanks to Martin Buoncristiani, Ray Schmidt and 
others for setting up the equipment and to Linda 
Andrews who had a sausage sizzle running all day. 
Ed. 
 

 
Photo courtesy NASA 

Gardening 
 

 
Photo: Michele Bowmaker 

 
The gardening group have begun refurbishing the U3A 
courtyard garden by planting this beautiful Camellia 
sasanqua. Camellia sasanqua is a species of camellia 
native to the evergreen coastal forests of southern 
Japan. Sasanquas tolerate both full sun and partial 
shade and are the most robust and versatile of all the 
camellia species.  The group plans more planting in the 
future. 
Michele Bowmaker 
 

Creating Your Personal History 
 

 
Leonie Williams and the Creating Your Personal History class 

Photo: Michele Bowmaker 

 
A lively class engaged in animated discussion greeted 
me when I visited to take a photo of the Creating Your 
Personal History class.  Having lost both my parents in 
the last few years I realise how much I don’t know 
about their lives.  Tutor Leonie also spoke of the 
importance of having written documentation for those 
of us who may not remember in the years ahead.  As 
ominous as that sounds it is something that may affect 
many.  The class did not seem to be letting any of these 
more sombre thoughts invade their lively discussion and 
I left with some regret that I had not joined this class 
this year. 
Michele Bowmaker 
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Council Rates and Property Valuations 
 
On Thursday 24 May, Cardinia Shire Mayor Ed 
Chatwin gave a Power Point presentation to 
members of Emerald U3A concerning the 2012 
council rates notices.  Properties are revalued every 
two years and the latest, which comes into operation 
on the 1st July 2012, was carried out during Jan-
March 2012.  
The valuation sets the Capital Improved Value (CIV) of 
properties which is the Victorian State Govt. 
valuation of the Market Value of the properties used 
for the calculation of land holder’s Council Rates. 
Valuation is done by a Victorian State Government 
Valuer who bases the calculation on 25% of the 
properties in the area.  
There are approximately 9 rating classifications with 
an additional 6 special district classification. The 
biggest is Residential and is called the Base Rate – the 
rest of this article applies to those. 
The council calculates rates based on a rate in the $ 
for every $ in the CIV of your property. The rate in the 
$ the council applies for 2012 is 0.003182 (about a 
third of a cent for every $ of CIV). 
The calculation is CIV times “Rate in the $” equals the 
Rates levied by Council on the property 
Taking the average residential property CIV in 
Cardinia Shire of $410,843 the calculation is  
                 $410,843 x 0.003182 = $1307 
There may also be charges for extras such as 
Garbage; Extra Bins; Waste Disposal Levy; Carbon 
Tax; Fire Levy (maybe) 
Things we need to know:- 

 Not all properties increase in value at the 
same rate. 

 Invariably the lower value properties do not 
increase at the same rate as high value 
properties 

 Hence properties above the average CIV 
carry more of the rate revenue burden at a 
revaluation 

 Question is whether this is social engineering 
of a basic form in that “those with high 
priced properties share the biggest burden”. 
The inference is that a high priced property 
owner is wealthier, and can afford to pay, 
than an owner with low priced property. 

 
What can we do if we are unhappy with our new 
valuations? 
 Grounds [some] for objection against the CIV 
valuation are 

 The property is unusual in shape therefore 
not all of it is useable. 

 Location 

 Very large nature strip 

 
 

 Anything which would mean that the CIV is 
not able to be realised on the market 

 If you are objecting, telephone the Rates 
Dept and ask for a form. You have 28 days to 
submit. 

BUT most importantly - pay the Rates Demand, you 
will get a rebate if your objection is upheld. You can 
also object to the Rate in the $ through VCAT 
The person to contact at Shire is Russell Hodges on 
5945 4217 or email  r.hodges@cardinia.vic.gov.au 
Many thanks to Mayor Chatwin for his presentation.  
He also handed out figures for Council Budget 
projections up to 2016. 
 Michele Bowmaker -  with thanks to Ed Chatwin 
 

 
Mayor Ed Chatwin explains the Cardinia rating system 

Photo: Michele Bowmaker 
 
 

U3A Costs and Fees 
 
During the past 2 Committee meetings our treasurer, 
Harold Griffiths, has been voicing caution with our 
budget. 
Costs of running our new building are significant and 
although some of these costs are to do with setting 
up, others will be on-going. 
Our current annual membership fee of $30 is just a 
little over 50 cents/day. A small increase for 2013 may 
be necessary to meet commitments. The committee 
will keep you informed. 
Ed. 
 

Table Tennis 
 
The game originated in Britain in the 1880s and was 
called ‘wiff-waff’ after the sound the ball made on the 
early parchment raquets and later ‘ping-pong’ from 
the sound of the ball on raquets and the table. 
Now a keenly contested international and Olympic 
sport, table tennis is a highly skilled and fast game 
with competitors from Asian countries dominating the 
sport. 
Our U3A Table Tennis Group plays on Tuesdays and 
Fridays with 4 tables occupying Emerald Hall. 
Enquiries to Linda Andrews –  contact details on the 
back page. 

 

mailto:r.hodges@cardinia.vic.gov.au
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A Gallery of Third Agers at Work & Play 

 
Emerald residents viewing the transit of Venus under watchful eyes 

 

 
David Paxton with his home-made solarscope 

 

 
It’s up there somewhere! 

 

 
Robyn Jacobs leading the yoga class......... 

 
 
 

 
.......and they’re learning fast 

 
 
 

 
Happy historians – do you see the red & the blue? 

 

 
The Maestro of the cinema at work 
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U3A EMERALD INC. 

ACN A 0027600K 
ABN 81-648985964 

 
 

U3A House 
402 Main Road 

EMERALD Vic 3782 
P.O. Box 396 

EMERALD Vic 3782 

 
u3ageemd@netspace.net.au 

 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012 

 
President & Network Delegate: 

Michael Allery   5968 2241 
 

Vice-President: 
Linda Andrews   5968 3228 

 
Secretary & Public Officer: 
David Ashton   9754 7775 

 
Treasurer: 

Harold Griffiths   9755 2732 
 

Minute & Membership Secretary: 
Jill Lightfoot   9752 1003 

 
Program Co-ordinator: 

Blythe Osborne  5968 6167 
 

Newsletter Editor & Publicity: 
Mal Bowmaker  5968 4922 

 
Members: 

Neil McDonald    5944 3782 
Ray Schmidt   5968 3228 

 

 
 

 
Many thanks to Shire of Cardinia for printing 

 our newsletter 

 

 

 
Thanks to all the members who 

contributed to this and prior 
newsletters. 

 
September Newsletter: 

 
Closing date for contributions 

will be August 31 2012 
Contributions can be left 

at U3A House, or posted or e-mailed 
to the editor 

chelemal@bigpond.net.au 
 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter Editor: 

Mal Bowmaker 
7 Pinnocks Road 
EMERALD  3782 
(03) 5968 4922 

chelemal@bigpond.net.au 
 

 
U3A Emerald gratefully acknowledges the 
support of the following organisations and 
people: 

 

 Shire of Cardinia 

 Mitre 10 Emerald 

 Bendigo Bank 

 U3A Network 

 Victorian State Government 

 Ritchies IGA, 

 Emerald Uniting Church 

 Emerald Community House 

 Emerald Lions Club 

 Many individual members of U3A 
Emerald 

 
 
 
For those members receiving the newsletter in 
hard copy by mail, we are now publishing our 

newsletter in colour and in pdf format. 
If you would like to receive this full colour 

version by email, send an e-mail to 
u3ageemd@netspace.net.au  

and we will do the rest. 
 

 
 

mailto:u3ageemd@netspace.net.au
mailto:chelemal@bigpond.net.au
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