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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL U3A MEMBERS 
 
2012 Will be a very happy new year for all of us in our new premises at 402 Main 
Street. U3A House, as it will become known, will have sign writing and a notice 
board to announce our presence and to thank all our generous sponsors and 
supporters. 
 
We will plan for a “Grand Opening” early in the new year with all the public 
attention we can muster but initially committee and members will prepare 
furniture and equipment ready for enrolment day and a smooth start to the new 
years’ classes.   There will be a tutors meeting on Wednesday 25th of January at 
9:30 but if you are passing and see the doors open, do call in and have a look 
around 
 
Emerald U3A is in excellent condition, financially secure with a first class group of 
tutors and a growing membership. The future is in our hands to grow and share 
the learning and friendship with a larger section of our community. 
 
On behalf of our hard working committee I wish you all a happy, healthy and 
prosperous new year and look forward to sharing the good times to come in our 
new home. 
 
Emerald U3A President 
Mike Allery 

mailto:u3ageemd@netspace.net.au
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2011 in Review 

2011 has been another year of increasing membership, with more classes attracting interest and 
attendance. Here are reports of the year’s activities from several of the tutors: 

Cinema Classics for Lounge Lizards - Stuart Hodgson 

2011 was a very good year for Classic Films. Membership of this group peaked at just over 40 and 
average attendances were higher than at any point since we started, some 6 years ago. I’m sure 
our new venue is a factor, with its plush seating, big screen and air-conditioned comfort. This is 
the only U3A programme which will still use The Gem in 2012. We have a voting system for our 
screenings, similar to that used by David and Margaret in At the Movies. The audience gives each 
film a mark out of 5, and scores for 2011 are as follows: 

Singin’ In The Rain                     4.1 
The Man In the White Suit       3.7 
Jedda                                         3.6 
A Night At the Opera                 4.2 
The Great Dictator                    4.2 
The Getting Of Wisdom            4.0 
Captain Blood                             4.6 
The Cruel Sea                             4.6 
The Devil and Miss Jones          3.5 
Adam’s Rib                                  4.2 

The programme for 2012 hasn’t been finalised, but we hope to start off with Great Expectations in 
February.  Others in the pipeline include Passport To Pimlico,  Went the Day Well,   Canterbury 
Tales,   Blow Up,  Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday,  Where No Vultures Fly, and many more. 

See you at the movies, U3A style! 

 
Music For Pleasure- Freda Wood 
 

October: Stuart’s choice was a humourous monologue with piano illustrations written and 
presented by David Scheel. 
Composers beginning with E were hard to find, but we managed. 
‘Dawn Mantras’ by Ross Edwards, ‘Chanson de matin’ by Elgar, ‘Romanian Rhapsody no.2’ by 
Enesco and ‘I Dreamt I Dwelt in Marble Halls’ by Enya/Balfe. Also by Enya ‘Spirit Child’ then Trad/ 
Arr by Erb ‘Shenandoah’ sung unaccompanied by Melbourne Uni Trinity College Choir. 

November: Our last meeting for the year was free choice. 
First movement from Violin Concerto no. 9 by Beriot; two versions of ‘Caravan’; the original by 
Duke Ellington Band and a lively one by Monsieur Cambembert.  John Williams’s film score to 
‘Schindler’s List’ with violinist Tasmin Little. Then Stan Frieberg’s old favourite ‘A Green Christmas’, 
two Trad Christmas songs – ‘In Dulci Jubilo’/O, Come Emmanuel sung by baritone Michael George 
and a piano sonata by Mozart. With time to spare we chose to hear another concerto by Beriot, 
no. 8, and ‘Look for the Silver Lining’ played on the piano by Kern himself. 

We have had a happy and comfortable year in the library meeting room. 

In 2012, I understand that we will meet in Room 2 at our new home. 

I hope to see you all again on Tuesday March 27th. 
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Genealogy – Hilary Thomas 

 

The final class for the Genealogy Group was in November, as we meet a little late in the month and 
just too close to Christmas.  However we are getting off to an early start in 2012 with a meeting in 
January. 
 
Early November five of us had a trip to the Public Record Office Victoria (again!) and this time took 
part in an organized tour of the Archives. We were taken down into the bowels of the Archives to 
visit the controlled humidity racks of documents relating to the history of this State and its people. 
Rack after rack of wills, land deeds, government documents, etc. Some other interesting items 
were also to be seen, a beautiful old desk retained in the Treasury until its owner retired, and a 
very interesting board proclaiming the stamps of the colony. This particular board had been 
shipped to England, where it was duly noted and returned, to sit in a warehouse for years – the 
sun fading the stamps. What was special about that board?  It held the name of one of our 
member's ancestors.  It is finds like this that help to make a family tree not just a list of names, but 
a history of a family. 
 
We also attended a workshop on the catalogue of the PRO learning about order items on line for 
delivery on a set date. 
 
At the end of the year we have a small but more dedicated group of researchers and the aim for 
the new year will be to get further into the records that exist in other similar Records Offices. The 
amount of records on the internet is growing all the time, but still it is necessary to go back to the 
original source of the record. Still there are many gaps, and it is easy to go up the wrong branch. 
 
It is proposed that any new members will have a separate beginners class for approx half an hour 
each meeting. This will be followed by a general meeting where we will help each other, share our 
websites, and offer our finds.  The aim is to be able to understand the process of accessing the 
records of all countries, as they all use a similar system, maybe the timing varies or the availability 
of the records might vary. 
 
Our meetings will continue on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in the Community House, until U3A 
has built up a bank of computers. 
 

Scrabble - Pauline Hosking 

Have fun and keep your brain active.  The Scrabble group meets every second Tuesday from 1.30-
4.00pm.  This allows everyone to play two games and have afternoon tea. 

Beginners and experts welcome.  Commencing February 14th (yes, we know this is Valentine’s 
Day!). 

 

Botanical Art – Kay Craig 

Another creative year with the Botanical Art class has come to an end with some beautiful pieces 
of work being completed. All members have been enthusiastic and dedicated and the talent 
displayed has been inspiring. I look forward to another great year with our paints and pencils in  
our wonderful new premises. 
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Language and Literature - Kay Craig 

The Language and Literature Class has had another very enjoyable and informative year with 
tutors Jess Whitlock and Lorrie Galimany. We have enjoyed Shakespeare's The Taming of the 
Shrew with a follow up DVD as well as several Chekov plays. We are looking forward to Hamlet at 
the start of next year. 

We have read various articles covering a variety of topics and have delved into the weird and 
wonderful world of the English language. One of our members gave us a wonderful tour of Estonia 
with photos from her recent stay there as an artist in residence. 

Our discussions are always lively and informative which makes Monday mornings a great start to 
the week. Thanks to all class members for their enthusiastic participation. 

 

Philosophy Discussion Group - Roland Keel 

An inch of time is an inch of gold - treasure it.  

Appreciate its fleeting nature - misplaced gold is easily found, misspent time is lost forever. 

This was the spiritual introduction to our last discussion in 2011, titled WHAT IS TIME?. It will now 
also be applied to the first term in the new year (whilst at our own Christmas lunch it was turned 
on its head) 

Our programme for the last term turned out to be little more than a rough guide as on several 
occasions the topic of the day turned into the topic of 2 or 3 days. They included  

SEXUALITY IN SOCIETY,  
PHILOSOPHY OF POLITICS (who says sex and politics don't mix?)  
A PHILOSOPHER'S PATH TO UNDERSTANDING (a wee bit more intellectually challenging than 
usual) and  
WHAT IS TIME? 

We will meet again for the first time in 2012 on Jan 24 at our "new home" at 9.15 am,   -  Every 
Tuesday from now on! 

The (tentative) programme for the 1st term includes topics such as 

PHILOSOPHERS AND WOMEN (a discussion about 2500 years overdue) 
DO WE REALLY HAVE A FREE WILL? (even married men?) 
IS EVERYTHING RELATIVE? (no, mother-in-law jokes don't fall under the heading) 
LOGICAL POSITIVISM AND ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY (the term's mental challenge) 
WHAT IS CONSCIENCE? (discretion assured) 
PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES  
PHILOSOPHY AND NATURAL SCIENCES 

See you on the enrolment days, January 18 and 19.   
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End of 2011 Christmas Lunch 

To round out the year, many of us adjourned to the Paradise Hotel for a Christmas lunch. There 
were a few speeches, particularly thanking those who volunteer their time to keep U3A rolling 
along – the tutors, the committee and the members. Special thanks were given to Cardinia Council 
for our new premises. There was also a very successful raffle - strangely most of the winners came 
from the one table!   

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note 

You will notice on the front page that I’m nominated as the new editor. Firstly we all thank 
Heather May for the great work she has done, not only as editor, but as a real driving force behind 
Emerald U3A. I hope I can at least partly fill some really big shoes. I will also make a confession – 
my editorial expertise is pretty thin. It is Michele who has done the lion’s share of preparing this 
Newsletter. We both look forward to seeing existing and new members at our new premises in 
2012. And please remember, the Newsletter belongs to the members. Contributions on any 
subject will be gratefully received. 
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Emerald U3A’s New Premises 

Needing to speak with our President, Michael Allery, on 13th December, no prizes for guessing 
where I found him. Yes, our hard-working President was to be found multi-tasking at the new 
Emerald U3A premises. 

As this was an opportunity for me to view the space and layout, I was pleasantly surprised. No 
doubt like other members, I had a question in my mind as to how the old CFA buildings could 
address the needs of out U3A. However, I found the large meeting room carpeted and provided 
with ample chairs as a space which could be turned to a number of uses. (Without mentioning 
names, it has already been put to one that I know of). 

Obviously work remains to be done to turn the premises into pleasant as well as practical areas. 
Ex-Green Shed people have a large area in which to wrought their wonders. In addition to kitchen 
and bathroom, storage rooms and another small meeting room, not to mention the courtyard, it 
all adds up to being a satisfactory first home. 

Many members over nearly twenty years have sought, lobbied and spent time working towards 
acquiring a dedicated home for Emerald U3A. No doubt, natural increases in members and classes 
over the coming years will bring about the need for a bigger and better home. Notwithstanding 
that, I believe thanks are due to those members who have worked so hard to bring to fruition a 
satisfactory first home for Emerald U3A. 

Brenda Webb 

 

Government House Open Day 

Australia Day: Thursday, 26 January 2012 – 10.00am to 3.00pm. 

All Victorians and visitors to the State are invited to visit Government House on Australia Day. 
Visitors will be able to view the State Apartments, the Private Apartments and the Governor’s 
study. 

Tour the House and grounds – refreshments available – children’s entertainment – Victoria Police 
band – Bendigo Youth Choir. 

For further information, contact Wendy Heintz – 9655 4211 or wendy.heintz@govhouse.vic.gov.au 

 

Health and Ageing 

President Mike Allery recently attended the Conversation on Health and Ageing. In his address, 
Mike said too much focus was placed on aged care, rather than how people can remain 
independent. Mike mentioned there were many things people could do to remain active, including 
joining their local U3A. 

‘U3A gives you contact with others, encourages you to study a subject, provides friendship and 
gets you involved in the community’. 

Federal Health and Ageing Minister Mark Butler also placed emphasis on staying healthy, active 
and connected. 

The meeting was a precursor to a national conversation on older Australians in response to the 
Productivity Commission’s report ‘Caring for Older Australians’.  

mailto:wendy.heintz@govhouse.vic.gov.au
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Membership Renewal and Enrolment for 2012 
 

Dates for membership renewal and enrolment in 2012 classes are: 
 

 
When :    Wednesday 18th January   10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
 
                 Thursday 19th January  10.00 am to 12.00 noon 
 
Where:    U3A House, 402  Main Street, Emerald. 

 

 
Upon renewal of your annual membership (or new membership), you will be issued with a name tag 
showing the current year. This allows you to enrol in your chosen classes. Tutors and class leaders can 
then prepare for their early sessions knowing the numbers they will have in their groups. 
 
Some classes may have limited numbers, and therefore waiting lists, so it is important that you take 
these opportunities to enrol. 
 
However, if you are unable to attend on either of these enrolment days, contact the tutor(s) of your 
chosen subject(s) and send a cheque for your membership to the Treasurer. Please note that the 
membership fee of $30 admits you to as many classes as you wish, although some classes may have a 
small charge for materials. 
 
Several new members joined late in 2011 and have paid their 2012 fee. If you are one of these, note 
that you do need to re-enrol in your subjects and collect your 2012 name tag. 
 
Subjects for 2012 and the tutors’ contact details are included in this newsletter. A list with any new 
additions will be available on enrolment days. A diary is also included for you to mark in your class dates. 
 
Your name tag should be worn to all classes and activities. Please fill in the contact details on the back of 
the tag as this information could be vital in an emergency. 
 
I wish you all a happy and rewarding year of learning and opportunities to consolidate friendships and 
form new ones, and don’t forget, to simply enjoy yourselves. 
 

Mike Allery   
President         
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                  EMERALD U3A PROGRAM  2012 
 

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL 
Leader: Kevin Teasdale  5968 6789 

 

1st Wednesday each month  
10am – 12 noon. 
Room 1 - U3A House 
 

ASTRONOMICAL & COSMOLOGICAL IDEAS 
Secretary: Ray Schmidt 5968 3228 
 

2nd & 4th Thursdays each month   
1.30 – 3.30pm 
Room 1 - U3A House 
 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Leader: Dick Bartley 5968 3804 
 

2nd & 4th Mondays each month  
 1.30 – 3.30pm  
Room 1 - U3A House 
 

BOOK GROUP 
Leader: Lois Lucas 5968 6807 
 

2nd Tuesday each month   
1.30 – 3.30pm  
Room 2 - U3A House 
 

BOTANICAL PAINTING/DRAWING 
Tutor: Kay Craig    9755 2512 
 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays each month   
2.00 – 4.00pm   
Room 1 - U3A House 
 

CINEMA CLASSICS FOR LOUNGE LIZARDS       
Leader: Stuart Hodgson  9754 7443   
 

3rd Monday each month   
1.30 – 3.30pm  
Gemco,  Kilvington Drive,  Emerald  
 

CREATING YOUR PERSONAL HISTORY 
Tutor: Leonie Williams 9756 6059 
 

Venue & Times:  TBA 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 
Leader: Dick Bartley 5968 3804                     
 

1st & 3rd Mondays each month   
1.30 – 3.30pm 
Room 2 - U3A House 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 
Tutor: Jess Whitlock  or Kay Craig           
Secretary: Kay Craig  9755 2512 
 

Each Monday  
10.00am to 12 noon  
Kallista Community House 

GARDENING 
Leader: Jim Thomas 
 

1st Monday each month  
1.00 – 3.00pm 
Room 1 -  U3A House 
 

GENEALOGY 
Leader: Hilary Thomas 9737 9565 
 

Third Tuesday each month   
1.30 – 3.30pm 
Emerald Community House 
 

ITALIAN  (2 CLASSES) 
Tutors:  Dolores and Aldo Bellemo     
Secretary: Marianne Holder 5968 8992 
 

1st Friday each month   
10.00am – 12.00noon 
Rooms 1 & 2 - U3A House 
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JEWELLERY MAKING 
Leader: Leonie Williams 9756 6059 

 

Venue & Times:  TBA 
 

MEN’S SHED 
Leader: Mike Allery   5968 2241 
 

Each Wednesday 
10.00am – 12.00noon 
Multipurpose Area  -  U3A House 
 

MUSIC FOR PLEASURE 
Leader: Freda Wood   5968 5909 
 

4th Tuesday each month (except school holidays) 
1.30pm - 3.45pm 
Room 2 - U3A House 
 

PATCHWORK 
Leader: Linda Andrews 
 

1st & 3rd Thursdays each month 
1.30 – 3.30pm 
Room 1 -  U3A House 
 

PHILOSOPHY DISCUSSION GROUP 
Leader: Roland Keel  9752 1157 
Secretary: Graham Thomas 5968 9830 
 

Each Tuesday 
9.15 – 11.15am 
Room 1 -  U3A House 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Leader: Paul Bianco  9752 0148 
 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month  
10.00am – 12.00noon  
Room 1, U3A Building 
 

SCRABBLE                                                
Leader: Pauline Hosking  9755 1061 
 

2nd Tuesday each month   
1.30 - 4.00pm 
Gemco,  Kilvington Drive, Emerald 
 

TABLE TENNIS 
Leader: Linda Andrews 5968 3228 
 

Each Friday  
9.30 – 11.30am 
Emerald Hall, Main Street, Emerald 
 

WALKING GROUP 
Leader: Mary Jane Kirby 5968 9148 
 

3rd Wednesday each month  
10.00am 
 

WORKING WITH WOOD 
Tutor: Blythe Osborne 5968 6167 
 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays   
2.00 – 4.00pm  
Multipurpose Area -  U3A House 
 

YOGA 
Leader: Linda Andrews 
 

Each Thursday  
10.00am – 12.00noon 
Room 1 -  U3A House 
 

YOUR KIND OF MUSIC 
Contact: Mandy & Alick Gipps  5968 2082 
 

4th Tuesday each month   
2.30 – 4.00pm 
Room 2 -  U3A House 
 

 

In addition to the above table of subjects, tutors and times, we have included a calendar which you can 
use to keep track of your classes for the first half of the year. 
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 January February March April May June 

1 Su W Th Su Tu F 

2 M Th F M W Sa 

3 Tu F Sa Tu Th Su 

4 W Sa Su W F M 

5 Th Su M Th Sa Tu 

6 F M Tu F Su W 

7 Sa Tu W Sa M Th 

8 Su W Th Su Tu F 

9 M Th F M W Sa 

10 Tu F Sa Tu Th Su 

11 W Sa Su W F M 

12 Th Su M Th Sa Tu 

13 F M Tu F Su W 

14 Sa Tu W Sa M Th 

15 Su W Th Su Tu F 

16 M Th F M W Sa 

17 Tu F Sa Tu Th Su 

18 W Sa Su W F M 

19 Th Su M Th Sa Tu 

20 F M Tu F Su W 

21 Sa Tu W Sa M Th 

22 Su W Th Su Tu F 

23 M Th F M W Sa 

24 Tu F Sa Tu Th Su 

25 W Sa Su W F M 

26 Th Su M Th Sa Tu 

27 F M Tu F Su W 

28 Sa Tu W Sa M Th 

29 Su W Th Su Tu F 

30 M  F M W Sa 

31 Tu  Sa  Th  
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Week & Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday   Saturday/ Sunday Week & 

   Venue am pm am pm am pm am pm am pm am pm      Venue 

First                         First 

1   Gardening Philosophy   Arm. Travel Botanic Art Yoga Patchwork Italian       1 

2   Current Affairs             Italian       2 

3         Men's Shed               3 

4                         4 

5 b. Eng Lit.               
d. Table 
Tennis       5 

Second                         Second 

1   Aust. History Philosophy       Yoga Cosmology         1 

2       Book Club                 2 

3         Men's Shed Woodwork             3 

4       Scrabble                 4 

5 b. Eng Lit.               
d. Table 
Tennis       5 

Third                         Third 

1     Philosophy     Botanic Art Yoga Patchwork         1 

2   Current Affairs                     2 

3         Men's Shed               3 

4   Cinema                     4 

5 b. Eng Lit.     e. Genealogy Walking Group       
d. Table 
Tennis       5 

Fourth                         Fourth 

1   Aust. History Philosophy Committee Photography   Yoga Cosmology         1 

2       
Music for 
Pleasure                 2 

3         Men's Shed Woodwork             3 

4                         4 

5 b. Eng Lit.               
d. Table 
Tennis       5 

Fifth                         Fifth 

1     Philosophy       Yoga           1 

2                         2 

3         Men's Shed               3 

4                         4 

5 b. Eng Lit.               

d. Table 
Tennis       5 

  
Venue Codes: 1. Room 1 2. Room 2 3. Multipurpose Area 4. Gemco 

      

  
5. Other:         a. Emerald Glades b. Kallista C.H.         c. Uniting Church d. Emerald Hall e. Emerald C.H. 
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The Planning Schedule 
 
A word or two about the schedule. I know it looks complicated but it’s more than just clever things we can 
do with computers. It allows us (the committee) and you (the members) to see at a glance where and when 
classes are held and when U3A House is being used. 
 
By way of explanation: 
 
a) The far left & right columns show the week number of the month – first, second, etc. 
 
b) These columns also show the Venue in the form of a code. The codes are detailed at the bottom of the 

schedule  
 
1  is Room 1 in U3A House 
2  is Room 2 in U3A House,  
3  is Multipurpose Area U3A House 
4  is Gemco 
5  is other venues not in U3A House. 
 

c) For those classes not in U3A House, a letter in front indicates which venue  
 
a  is Emerald Glades 
b  is Kallista Community Hall 
c  is Uniting Church 
d  is Emerald Hall 
e  is Emerald Community House 
 

Thanks to Blythe Osborne for coming up with this way of displaying everything on one page. 
 
 
 
Apple Mac Users  
 
When the newsletter is sent via email Apple Mac users may have trouble opening the file. 
 
There is an Apple Mac version of the Adobe Acrobat Reader which can be downloaded from the Adobe site 
for free.  
 
http://www.adobe.com/support/downloads/product.jsp?platform=macintosh&product=10  

 
  

http://www.adobe.com/support/downloads/product.jsp?platform=macintosh&product=10


 
Emerald University of the Third Age, Inc. 

PO Box 396 
EMERALD  VIC  3782 

Incorporation No. A0027600 K 

 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 
Please note that membership fees for 2012 ($30.00 per person) are due and payable in 
January. 
Unless payment is made, members will not be eligible to attend classes. 
Please include this slip with your payment: 

NAME: _____________________________________ 

AMOUNT: __________________________________ 

 
Receipts will not be issued as your name tag indicates that you are financial. 
 
Harold Griffiths 
Treasurer 
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